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AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. 


VoL. VI. Montreal, July. 1877 . No. i. 


CANADA; AS I REMEMBER IT, AND AS IT IS. 

BY REV. DR. DONALD FRASER. 

LITTLE more than 300 years ago, Jacques Car- 
tier sailed up the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and made 
known the vast region now called Canada, to West¬ 
ern Europe. The date is 1534, in which Henry 
VIII. of England was breaking with the Pope, Loyola was 
gathering his first society of Jesuits, and Copernicus was 
deciphering the true system of the universe. It was an in¬ 
cident of that turbulent century which attracted little notice, 
that far to the north of the track across the Atlantic made 
by Columbus, and more in the direction taken by his pre¬ 
decessor Cabot the Venetian, the French had discovered new 
lands of unknown extent, and proceeded to establish trad¬ 
ing ports on great inland waters. We do not mean even to 
sketch, the history of Canada from what is held on the 
American Continent to be quite hoary antiquity—the six¬ 
teenth century ; but that history would be worth telling, 
marked by heroic endurance, stirring adventures, and even 
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desperate conflicts. At onetime French, at another English, 
tom by the bloody strifes of the native tribes, assiled in the 
revolutionary struggle of the American Colonies 100 years 
ago, and again attacked, but unconquered in the American 
war of 1812, Canada has known vicissitude, developed a 
hardy people, and exhibited that capacity of giving and 
taking sturdy blows, which indicate inherent pluck and vig¬ 
our. It was brought vividly before the British public, when 
a little more than a century ago the gallant Wolfe took Cape 
Breton, and Prince Edward Island, and Quebec, defeating 
Montcalm, a foe as gallant as himself. Thereafter Canada 
was very much forgotten, except when the American wars 
forced it into notice, until 1837, when an attempt at insur¬ 
rection surprised our ill-formed politicians at home, and led 
to a more careful estimate of these great Colonies. Canada 
never assumed a position of any prominence till within the 
lifetime of many of ourselves. 

The Canada that met my view when I first sailed up the 
St. Lawrence thirty-four years ago, was little advanced and 
sparsely peopled. Shortly before my visit. Lower and Upper 
Canada had been united as one Province, having two parts 
—Canada East and Canada West. There was little intimacy 
between those parts ; but the Province was one, as having 
one administration and one Parliament. The Governor was- 
also Governor-General of British North America ; but ilk 
peace this was an honorary distinction. The region below 
Quebec made the same impression that it does now. Thehe 
were the same lines of whitewashed houses, parish churches, 
with roofs of glittering tin, and the same abundance of coast¬ 
ing craft laden with fish, staves, or sawn timber. This is th0 
most unprogressive district of the country, and though the 
the Grand Trunk now runs along the south shore for mofe 
than 100 miles below Quebec, and many more steamers ply 
than at the time of which I speak, the tout ensemble is really 
unchanged. 
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Quebec too, was as it is to-day, indeed, rather more im* 
poitant, both as a commercial depot and military stronghold. 
The trade was in great prosperity ; and as vessels of large 
burden could not reach Montreal, Quebec held large stocks 
ef imported gbods, which were forwarded in baizes to Mon^ 
treal, and thence despatched farther into the interior. The 
dtadel was occupied by the Royal Artillery, and two regi** 
ments of foot. 

Montreal was a city of about 50,000 inhabitants, many of 
whom lived in long straggling suburbs, of small wooden 
bouses. Its fine river wall and excellent wharves were al- 
fcady constructed, and gave to Montreal, then as now, a 
striking superiority over Quebec ; but there was no canal to 
connect the harbour with the navigable waters above; there 
were no Railways ; there were no bridge ; no University, not 
even a high school; and no manufactures. Nevertheless, 
Montreal was then the chief seat of commerce and banking. 
Mr. Moffatt and Mr. Peter McGill were at the head of the 
mercantile community, and as fine specimens of the honour¬ 
able British merchant as one could wish to see. The trade 
was the import of groceries, and manufactured goods from 
Great Britain, sugar from the West Indies ; the export of 
wheat, flour, pearlash, butter and pork, bought in the interior, 
and shipped by them to Liverpool, Glasgow, and London, 
on advances by their correspondents. Montreal, like Que¬ 
bec, had a garrison of British troops. The route from 
Montreal to the West was one of considerable difficulty. A 
passenger from Montreal to Toronto made his start in a 
heavy lumbering coach, which conveyed him eight miles to 
Lachine. There he embarked on a small steamboat, which 
took him to the Cascades. At this place he took a coach for 
about twelve miles ; then another steamer. Again a coach, 
or an open wagon, when the roads became almost impassable, 
and again a steamboat; till on the afternoon of the second 
day the passenger, with jaded limbs and battered luggage, 
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arrived at Kingston, the seat of government. This so-called 
city had about 11,000 inhabitants, and contained few build¬ 
ings of any size. But it had an active business, chiefly in 
transhipment of cargoes from and for Lake Ontario. It was 
also the military head-quarters for Canada West, and held a 
garrison second only to that of Quebec. Fortifications were 
in progress. 

At Kingston the traveller westward embarked on a steam¬ 
boat of stronger build than those which had conveyed him 
up the river, because compelled to buffet the often stormy 
waters of Lake Ontario. Skirting the Canadian shore, and 
calling at several ports he reached Toronto in about fifteen 
hours. This town was the old capital of Upper Canada, now 
the capital of Ontario. At the time we speak of it had only 
about 22.000 inhabitants. The harbour could never be an 
inferior one, but there were only a few shabby wooden 
wharves. The town had but one important street—King 
street, across which ran roads at right angles, irregularly built, 
Toronto, however, had a manifest destiny to increase, having 
the support of a rich agricultural region, as well as an excel¬ 
lent position for commanding the traffic of the west. It also 
possessed educational institutions superior to those of any 
other Canadian town ; although the principal institutions 
were under a close ecclesiastical influence ; and the great 
emancipation of public instruction from such control had 
not then been achieved. 

Westward of Toronto, stretched a sparsely settled region, 
with many small towns or ambitious villages. Hamilton 
was a place of wide roads and spaces, and a population of 
9,000. Dundas, St. Catherine’s, Galt, Guelph, Brantford, 
Woodstock, London, and Chatham, were small towns, con¬ 
nected by roads unblessed of Macadam ; dreary tracks of 
mud, patched with what was called “corduroy,” or logs laid 
across its worst places ; roads over which even the Royal 
Mail could not make better speed than five miles an hour. 
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It was easy to forsee, however, the future prosperity of this 
fertile district. Its annual yield of wheat was wonderful, and 
its mills turned out vast quantities of flour for shipment to 
old England. The route westward was available only from 
May to November. During the remainder of the year navi¬ 
gation was closed by ice, and the traveller was obliged to 
journey on a sleigh over snow roads and frozen waters. The 
only piece of railway was from La Prairie to St. John’s, on 
Lake Champlain, to facilitate travel from Montreal to the 
United States. The only public works of any consequence 
were the Welland Canal, connecting Lakes Ontario and Erie ; 
and the Rideau Canal, connecting Ontario with the Ottawa— 
leaving the former at Kingston, and entering the latter at By¬ 
town, then quite a small town supported by the lumber trade, 
now transformed into the Capital of the Dominion. The 
political atmosphere of Canada, ever since I have known it, has 
been keen. At the period to which I revert the two provinces 
had been but recently united. There was little sympathy be¬ 
tween them—the one being British and Protestant, the other 
French and Roman Catholic. Legislation could seldom be 
applied to the whole country. Indeed it was not easy for 
the legislators to understand each other, the debates being 
indiscriminately in French and English. The Governor- 
General was Sir C. Bagot, who had succeeded Lord Syden¬ 
ham. Sir Charles was followed by Sir Charles, afterwards 
Lord Metcalfe, in whose days the seat of Government was 
removed to Montreal. Political feeling ran high, and a strong 
agitation spread on the subject of responsible government, 
or the transfer to Canada of the British system, instead of 
the old Colonial Office regime. The political leaders of that 
period are now dead ; Draper and Viger on the one side, 
Baldwin and Lafontaine on the other. Sir Allan McNab 
was with the Draper party. John A. Macdonald, of King¬ 
ston, and John Hillyard Cameron, of Toronto, were just 
beginning to be known. Sir George Cartier and Mr. Cauchon 
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were two Canadian lawyers entering on political life as sup^ 
porters of Lafontaine. Sir Francis Hincks edited a news« 
paper in Montreal, and he and the late Judge Drummond 
were favourites with the Irish. George Brown had but just 
arrived in Canada, and was engaged with his father on a 
newspaper in Toronto. The present Chief Justice Dorion, 
of Quebec, and Mr. Mackenzie, now the Prime Minister of 
the Dominion, had not yet become public men. McGee did 
not arrive in Canada for a good many years after the date 1 
indicate. Sir John Rose was just called to the Bar, and 
sprung into large practice; but many years passed before 
he went into Parliament, and took a seat in the Government 
Sir Alexander Galt was sitting at a desk in the office of the 
British American Land Company ; and such now well-known 
men as McPherson, Holton and Young were busy merchants ; 
none of these gentlemen had given any sign of the active 
part they have all taken in public affairs. But the increasing 
range of political questions soon drew in all these and other 
men. Responsible Government was firmly established ; the 
Clergy Reserves were secularized, and all shadow of a 
Church Establishment removed ; the seignorial tenure aK 
tered ; public education in the West put on a very efficient 
footing; and great public works—canals and railways—were 
established. 

The Maritime Provinces had in those days little connection 
with Canada. They had the parallel political and com-* 
mercial questions, but there was little knowledge of these 
beyond their own borders. A single mail steamer—the 
Unicorn”—^plied during the time of open navigation be* 
tween Quebec and Halifax ; and a traffic in provisions be-* 
tween Quebec and the Lower Ports were carried on in petty 
schooners, but long years passed before the great idea of 
federating the Provinces took hold of the public mind. 

We pass over a long and busy period. Canals were 
finished, railways constructed, ocean steamships began to 
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fUn with the help of a Government subsidy. The country 
piled up A serious public debt; but it has been incurred not 
for war, but in connection with political expansion, commer*- 
Gial enterprise and social improvement. 

What is now called the Dominion of Canada is the whole 
6f British Notth America, Newfoundland excepted ; and if 
we were to enter into a careful comparison of the condition 
of that country twenty years ago with its condition now, we 
Aould require to array before you the statistics of all the 
provinces. We are content to lay before you a general view 
of the present aspect of the country as it strikes an old 
friend on a new visit. And there is no element of progress 
wanting to the survey. 

I. Thi growth and distribution of population, —the last 
census (1871) showed 3,576,655 persons in the Dominion. 
The great flow of emigration has been into the western parts 
—Ontario, Manitoba and the north-west territory ; but all 
the provinces have increased in a fair ration. In the year 
1871 the distribution in the four leading provinces was as 
follows47 per cent, in Ontario, 33 per cent, in Quebec, 
above 8 per cent, in New Brunswick, and 11 per cent, in Nova 
Scotia. 

The facts as to religious persuasion are as follows :—In 
Ontario, i Methodist; 2 Presbyterian; 3 Church of England; 
4 Church of Rome. In Quebec, i Church of Rome ; 2 
Church of England ; 3 Presbyterian ; 4 Methodist. In 
Nova Scotia, i Presbyterian; 2 Church of Rome; 3 Baptist; 
4 Church of England. In the four provinces combined, 
I Church of Rome ; 2 Methodist; and 3 Presbyterian, about 
equal; 4 Church of England. If we include Newfoundland, 
Prince Edward Island, Manitoba and British Columbia, the 
result will not be materially altered. The proportion of 
Protestants and Roman Catholics in the four provinces is— 
Protestants, 57 per cent; Roman Catholics, nearly 43 per 
cent, their great stronghold being Quebec, 


Digitized by 


Gougle 


Original from 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 



Generated at Washington University in St. Louis on 2020-08-31 21:36 GMT / https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.32044090130964 

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust. 0 rg/access_use#pd-g 00 gle 


8 


THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN 


2. The extension of trade and manufacture ,—I do not 
kown that there is any increase in the trade of Quebec, to 
which port large vessels repair in ballast, returning with car¬ 
goes of timber brought down the rivers in rafts. The ships 
which took general cargoes to Montreal, returning with pro¬ 
duce, were always of a superior class. But they, too, could 
only make two voyages within the season. Trade with the 
United States was much restricted by high duties, and slow 
and difficult transit. In fact, commerce was almost dead for 
five months of the year. 

Now the trade of all the provinces with one another, with 
Great Britain, the United States, and the West Indies, has 
much increased. A commercial connection is even being 
opened with South America; and the development of 
manufacturing and mining enterprise has provided articles 
of export unthought of thirty years ago. The facilities for 
the movement of goods have also wonderfully improved. 
The country is well supplied with railways—thanks to 
British capital—and these are open even in the dead of win¬ 
ter. A magnificent chain of canals allow the produce-bear¬ 
ing vessels of the lakes to carry their cargoes to Montreal 
without breaking bulk. During the open navigation, one 
sees at Quebec and Montreal not merely sailing vessels, 
but steamships of large burden plying to Liverpool, Glas¬ 
gow, and London. When the St. Lawrence is closed^ 
steamers from Portland, in Maine, which may be called the 
winter port of Montreal, keep the mail service and the com¬ 
mercial intercourse unbroken. The ports of the Maritime 
Provinces are also well supplied with steam communication. 
The marine of the Dominion is such as to place it third 
among the countries of the world, as respects the aggregate 
tonnage ; and for the protection of shipping, 102 lighthouses 
and beacons are placed along it shores. On the registry 
books of the Dominion, two years ago there stood 7,274 ves¬ 
sels, having 1,256,726 tons. 
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In the first year of the Dominion (1868), the total value 
of exports is given as 57 , 0 CX 3 , 0 (X) dollars. In 1875 it ap¬ 
proached 78,000,000 dollars. The imports rose at the same 
time from 70,000.000 dollars to 120,000,000 dollars. 

3. The Promotion of Public Education ,—A system of 
common school education, with good normal schools for 
teachers, is in successful operation in Ontario and Nova 
Scotia. Quebec and New Brunswick are in a much less 
satisfactory condition ; but they too exhibit signs of pro¬ 
gress. In Ontario only 7 per cent, of males over twenty 
years of age were unable to read, whereas in Quebec 38 per 
cent were in that position. 

Superior schools are also in a fair ratio. The Province 
of Ontario has a considerable number of grammar and 
classical schools fostered by the Government and two uni¬ 
versities. besides colleges in connection with religious com¬ 
munities. In the Province of Quebec the Roman Catholic 
majority have several colleges or boarding schools, and the 
University of Laval, in Quebec, now the capital of that 
Province. The Protestants have a good High School, and 
the McGill University, at Montreal, besides denominational 
colleges at Montreal and Lennoxville. 

In the Maritime Provinces, the chief seat of higher edu¬ 
cation is Dalhousie College, at Halifax, of well-established 
repute. 

Canadians coming from these schools and colleges, have 
taken no mean place in the Universities of England and 
Scotland. 

4. A widened area of political action ,—When I first knew 
Canada its politics were almost ludicrously perplexed. The 
feelings of the two parts of the province were so different, 
the parties so balanced, the jealousies so keen, the East was 
so tenacious of its French language and usages, the West so 
chafed at being re:>tricted to the same number of represen¬ 
tatives in Parliament with the less populous and progressive 
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East, that political discussions became most offensive, the 
dissensions of public life insufferable to men of honour, and 
the Government fell at last almost it], a dead-lock. All this 
has been in some degree corrected by the larger scope which 
the Dominion affords to a patriotic statesmanship. The 
splendid buildings which now occupy a commanding site at 
Ottawa accomodate with fitting dignity the Parliament of the 
Dominion, and provide room enough for the officer of a 
Government which holds svvay across the American con¬ 
tinent. 

For a population of even 4,000,000 the political system 
may be thought too elaborate ; but the extent of the country 
must be considered as well as the population ; the autonomy 
of the provinces must be res[)ected while yet their federal 
union is maintained ; and in Colonial institutions, scope must 
be allowed for rapid growth. It is not unwise to make 
clothes a little too large for a fast-growing child. And the 
political garments of Canada have bcc?» made with an eye 
to its future. 


THE CHIEN D'OR.—THE GOLDEN DOG. 


REVIEWED BY J. M. LEMOINK. 

JE SVIS VN CHIEN QVI RONGE L’OS 
EN I.E RONGEANT JE PRINDS MON REPOS. 

VN TEMS VIENDRA QVI N EST PAS VENV 
QVE JE MORDRAY QVI MAVRvV MORDV. 

fN a volume of some 700 pages, put forth with all 
that elegance which the art of the printer and 
bookbinder can confer, a litterateur hailing from 
Niagara, William Kirby, Esq., has given the 
fruit, we imagine, of many yc:\vs labor, in a historical novel 
of rare merit. The writer has dovc-t.iiled, in one narrative, 
two ot the most dramatic and thrilling ir.cidenls of Que¬ 
bec history under the a/u ieu re^iu/e: the hapless love of 
Caroline de St. Castin, a daughter of the proud Baroii dc* 
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St. Castin, of Acadian celebrity, for the gay, reckless, brave 
and dissipated Francois Bigot, Royal Intendant in New 
France, and the mysterious tale of revenge connected 
dirough received traditions with the “ Golden Dog, gnaw¬ 
ing his bone,” whose tablet, we were happy to see pre¬ 
served. In 1873, it was replaced over the entrance to the 
Quebec Post Office, just as it stood there, we believe, in 
1736. The first chronicler of the woes of the unfortunate 
Caroline, was Mr. Amedee Papineau, who gave the story, as 
being related to him, by his illustrious father, the Hoki. 
Louis Joseph Papineau, during a visit both paid to Bigot's 
old chateau in 1831, and whilst sitting on the ruins. The 
lively tale, written in elegant French, is included in Huston’s 
Hefietoire Nationale^ translated in a condensed form, and pre- 
fiEured by ample historical notes ; it occurs also in the Maple 
leaves {ox 1863, and was re-published in 1874, author 

of those sketches in a brochure. Mr. Joseph Marmette, the 
JtoVelist of Quebec, has also tried his hand on this subject 
and produced a highly wrought and interesting romance of 
the lawless amours, profligacy and treason of the Frenoh 
official under the title ” L’Intendant Bigot.” This volume, 
however, we learn, Mr. Kirby, had not seen when, in 1874, 
he wove the silken web of Le Chien (TOr^ the MS. of which 
for three years was lust, like Scott's Waverley mislaid for tea 
years, previous to publication until found by him, accidentally, 
in an old desk, whilst searching for fishing tackle, the Chkn 
eTOr too, lay long forgotten. May its subsequent fortunes 
be as bright as those of its immortal prototype! 

The Legende du Ckten d'Or^ first collected in French by a 
tpirituel member of the Quebec Bar, the late Auguste Sou- 
lard, demised in 18^4, furnished also a chapter to Mr. Hus¬ 
ton’s Repertoire Natumale^ and appears in an English garb, 
much abridged, in a paper included in the Maple Leaves for 
1873, intituled ** The History of an Old House—^Le Chien 
d’Or.” 


Digitized by Ljooszie 


Original from 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 



Generated at Washington University in St. Louis on 2020-08-31 21:36 GMT / https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.32044090130964 

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust. 0 rg/access_use#pd-g 00 gle 


12 


THE CANADIAN ANTIQUAklAN 


Both these incidents belong to the most corrupt f>eriod of 
French Rule in Canada—1748-’59—a reflex of what was 
taking place in old France, then ruled by Madame de Pom¬ 
padour, as new France was by Madame Hughes Pean. ’Tis 
singular, but nevertheless true, that however pleasing, how¬ 
ever flattering to the pride of a Briton the history of Quebec 
might seem since its transformation by the glorious conquest 
of Wolfe, the reader, be he English or French, in quest of 
the picturesque or dramatic element, reverts back to the days 
when the Gallic lily floated defiant from Quebec to New Or¬ 
leans. Mr. Kirby deserves much credit for the romantic gla¬ 
mour he has thrown over these eleven last years of French 
dominion at Quebec Though gifted with much imagination 
a graceful pen, rare descriptive powers, instead of creating 
entirely ideal beings, he has preferred calling forth from the 
page of history the men and women of the past, in flesh and 
blood such as we fancy them; even when resorting to the 
weird domain of fancy and tradition for the lights and shades, 
of his picture, he prefers using those popular traditions which 
time has consecrated. It does not seem necessary for us here 
to point out where history ends—where Action steps in. He 
who is desirous of making a particular study of the Quebec 
of ancient days, has at his elbow our grave historians—Fail- 
Ion,Smith, Gameau, Ferland, Bibaud, Miles. In addition to 
these repositories, there are minor works, in which, at much 
labor, are recorded the unwritten, but not the less attractive, 
pages of history. We might mention the “ Histoiredes Ur- 
sulines de Quebec,” Glimpses of the Monastery,” the “ Ma¬ 
ple Leaves,” several interesting contributions of the “Literary 
and Historical society of Quebec,” the Soirees Canadiennes ; 
DeGaspe’s Memoires ; De Gaspe’s Canadians of Old; the 
Foyer Canadien ; Ca^rain’s L^ends ; Chauveau's Charles 
Guerin, and a multitude of other mines, from whence Mr Kir¬ 
by seems to have extracted his choicest ore. In fact, the 
great value of the Ckten d*Or, consists in being an elegant 
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compendium of Canadian customs, Norman and Brittany us¬ 
ages, transplanted here, artistically woven with historical in¬ 
cidents. To say that there is not one anachronism—not one 
sentence passed on some worthies (such as Vaudreuil), which 
history might challenge, would be the act of a panegyrist, a 
role for which we never had any affinity ; but these are tri¬ 
fling. Several of the characters are drawn with a masterly skill 
The tender Amilie de Repentigny, the coquette Louis Roy,— 
the worthy Bourgeois Philibert,—his brave son, the Colonel— 
Cadet, the low bom, the rapacious—old Peter Kalm, with 
his curious and meditative Swedish philosophy, jolly old 
Father de Bercy, who lived to enliven with his jokes in 
1791-3, our English Prince Edward ; all those beautiful fig¬ 
ures are summoned, some few from the realms of fancy, 
more from their silent tombs, in which history has embalmed 
them, all seem alike, instinct with the breath of life, moving, 
acting, conversing each in their wonted sphere. Not only 
has Mr. Kirby succeeded in repeopling our streets, our 
squares, our palaces, with the gay or doleful pageantry of 
former days, he has also proved he possesses the secret of 
the heart; his magic touch causes the chords of love, of 
hatred, of revenge, of manhood, of lust, of jealousy, to vi¬ 
brate strongly. Great as the all powerful, witty and magni¬ 
ficent intendant appears, there is not a reader of the Chien 
d'Or, but who in his heart would have felt ashamed to walk 
the streets of Quebec in 1748, in his company ; not one, who 
can withold the sympathetic tear, on beholding the earth 
close at midnight, in the dismal tower at Beaumanoir over 
the young and lovely form of poor, devoted, infatuated Caro¬ 
line de St. Castin, the victim of the Intendant’s lust. The 
introduction of La Corriveau and her aqua Tofana and 
succession powder,” founded in a great measure on fact, 
is used with most happy effect; she is indeed a fitting tool 
in the hands of the fascinating but deadly Angelique de 
Meloises. There are also some crude expressions, and 
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cruder details about Bigot’s orgies, calculated to ofTend the 
purity of the female reader, which might be dropped with 
advantage, in a second edition. Quebec now owes a debt 
of gratitude to William Kirby ; each year, we opine, will 
bring us more in his debt, as the flood of tourists spreading, 
at each step, gold dust during the leafy season, will pour 
through our historical streets, en route to the ruins of the 
Charlesbourg Chateau, now rendered famous. 

Spencer Grange, May ist, 1877. 


CHURCH OF NOTRE DAME DE BONSECOURS- 
[erected 1773.] 

|He following beautiful poetic effusion is from the 
pen of a daughter of the late Judge Gale ; we 
consider the lines well worth reproducing. They 
were written about 13 years ago, when the 
author was very young: 



Dear relic of a faithful Past! 

Not yet thy work is aone. 

Though ninety years have o’er thee cast 
Their shadow and their sun ; 

Thou wearest yet, serene and free. 

The ancient stately grace. 

And strangers come to look on thee, 
And know thee in thy place! 

The Autumn breeze, in tenderest mood. 
Its magic on thee lays ; 

And ever o'er thee seems to brood 
The light of other days. 

The mart is close ; more swiftly on 
Rushes the living tide. 

On all, methinks, those cycles gone, 
Breath as they pass thy side. 
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What tales thy stones could tell—of power, 

Of promise and decay,— 

The glorious visions of an hour 
That rose and passed away! 

What scenes those silent walls might see! 

Vain suppliance,—mad regret, 

Whose memory, in these days, may be 
A troubled darkness yet ? 

Thy aisles the swelling strains have known 
Of victory's days of pride ; 

A radiance through their gloom has shone 
On bridegroom and on bride. 

And then, those other seasons grew, 

When Plague was in the air,— 

When myriads saw their doom, and knew 
Nothing was left—but Prayer. 

Those days are o'er !— Still to the skies 
Thou lookest full and free ; 

Firm, as we hope, thou yet mayest rise 
For many a year to be. 

All round thee altered ; landmarks flown, 

The ways, the looks of yore ; 

But the Man's nature thou hast known. 

That changes—nevermore 


THE QUEEN’S • PICTURE IN THE SENATE 
CHAMBER AND HOW IT WAS SAVED. 

THE “NOCTE TRISTE ” OE MONTREAf.. 

N the night of the 25th of April, 1849, in the 
afternoon the Rebellion Losses bill had been 
passed. As that measure rec(‘ivcs the ro}'al as¬ 
sent, a suppressed groan of anger and indignation 
is heard from the assembled spectators in the chamber, and 
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there is a hurrying stampede of many feet, of those rushing 
from it to think it all over. Thoughts were speedily formed 
into action, and the unusual sight is soon presented of a 
British Governor-General flying through the streets of his 
metropolis, under a shower of malodorous missiles. 

The shades of night had hardly settled down on the city, 
when its population that had been simmering hotly all the 
afternoon, boiled over into a “ sudden flood of mutiny.” 
An exasperated and furious mob surrounded the Parliament 
Buildings, and flooded every avenue of approach thereto. 
A sea of angry upturned faces shone in the lurid light from 
the burning buildings. Coming out of its main entrance, 
Mr. Speaker Morin is met with his hat drawn down over his 
face, to screen him from the howling mob, and supported on 
either side by Sir A. McNab and Sydney Smith. The 
Mace, that bauble,” on which still remain the scars of that 
night’s work, had been carried away, and left with Sir A. 
McNab at the Donegana Hotel. A busy crowd are engaged 
saving what books they may from the Parliamentary Library. 
In the corridor, between the two chambers, stands a group 
of five persons just preparing to leave. These men are I. B. 
Turner, then editor of the Montreal Courier^ afterwards in 
command of the Ottawa Field Batteiy, and now lying quietly 
enough in the old Ottawa Cemetery ; Courteney, since dead, 
the keeper of a tavern in St. Paul Street, near the Quebec 
Gate Barracks—he it was who dissolved the House and car¬ 
ried off the mace ; Captain Wiley, then Chief of Police of 
the city of Montreal, Sergeant Bryaq, of the police force 
(dead), and one other, whose name the writer cannot call to 
mind. 

Suddenly there is a cry heard—“ Save the Queen’s picture^ 
which is in the corridor.” The frame is found to be too mas¬ 
sive, and too securely fastened to the wall to be easily moved. 
Some one suggests cutting it out. No sooner said than 
done. It is cut and torn out, and handed to the Chief of 
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Police for safe keeping. He gives it to his Sergeant, 
with instructions to take it to his office at Central Station. 
This passes all quicker than it is written. Suddenly there is 
aery of alarm of *• Save yourselves.** None too soon either, 
for the thick, black smoke and the fierce flames are surging 
through the corridor. One makes his escape down the main 
staircase through the blinding smoke (the last who ever trod 
those stairs). The others fled through the Senate Chamber. 
He who had fled through the main entrance hurried to the 
eastern end of the building, to see how it fared with his com¬ 
panions, and he sees them effecting their escape, assisted by 
the mob, over the portico at that end, which the pursuing 
flames had reached almost simultaneously with themselves. 

Sergeant Bryan returned and reported himself. Being ask¬ 
ed if the picture was safe, he answered “ Yes, Sir, but some 
fellow kicked his foot through it as I got into the street.** 
** And what did you do, Bryan } ** “ Oh, sir, I floored him 
most beautifully, '* an assertion that was not doubted, as, 
suiting the action to the words, he elongated a powerful arm, 
with a fist attached thereto, that would have floored an ox. 
Bryan was a most stalwart, athletic fellow, and had previous¬ 
ly served as a Sergeant in H.M.*s 85th Regiment. 

The picture thus saved remained may weeks in the Chiefs 
office, and was visited for inspection by many scores of peo¬ 
ple. It was sub.sequently, on the order of Sir A, McNab, 
given over to Major Sir James Alexander, of the 15th Regi¬ 
ment, himself no mean artist, to repair and put it in order. 
This he did, and his work was so well done, that none look¬ 
ing at the picture where it now hangs can detect “ the en- 
viourment ** that had been made in it; just under the right 
breast. 

Looking at that historic picture the other day, at the late 
pageant on the opening of the House this session, and gaz¬ 
ing on it as it hung so placidly on the wall of the Senate 
Chamber, one wondered whether our excellent Governor- 
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General, or any of the grave and reverend seigneurs, or the 
comely dames, or the many hundreds of spectators looking 
on, know anything of its history, or the perils it had escaped, 
of its rescue from fire and wreck, in that night of uproar and 
tumult, the " nocte triste ** of Montreal. 

A generation has passed away since those stormy days, but 
it is well to know that in this Dominion of ours, there are 
still as many stout arms to protect, and loyal hearts to love 
^ the counterfeit presentment ’* of our gracious Queen, as ever 
there were. “ So mote it be.” 

— Quebec Chronicle. An Actor, 


A correspondent writing to a Montreal paper, in regard 
to the name of the fifth person, who saved the picture, forgot¬ 
ten by tlie writer in the Chro 7 iicle, says : The writer mentions 
the names of four “good men and true” who were engaged 
in this somewhat perilous work of loyalty, but is at a loss for 
the name of the fifth of the little group. I think I can 
supply it. The suggestion to cut the canvas from the frame 
came from a lad named William Macfarlane, who furnished 
the penknife used for the purpose. I am not prepared to 
say whether he actually cut out the picture or not He as¬ 
sisted to convey the precious portrait to a place of safety, 
and afterwards returned to the burning building, further to 
aid in the work of rescuing its contents. He was finally ob¬ 
liged to escape by jumping from a first story window, in do¬ 
ing which he sprained his ankle severely. The writer, then 
an infant, has a distinct recollection of Mr. Macfarlane’s re¬ 
turn to the house of his uncle and employer on the same night, 
where he exhibited the pen knife proudly claiming that 
“ this boy’s knife saved the Queen s picture.” Mr. Macfarlane 
was subsequently one of the original members of No. i Com¬ 
pany of Rifles, which was the nucleus of the present Prince 
of Wales’ regiment. He is the eldest son of Mr. Archibald 
Macfarlane, who is now probably the oldest living resident 
of the picturesque village of Cote des Neiges. 
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FRAUDS IN COINS. 

For “ T!u' CitHiuiuiM Antiiiuarian and Numismatii' yoHrnat” 

BV ROBERT MORRIS. l.L.D., OF LaGRANGE, KENTUCKY. 

O remove the unfounded apprehension of beginners 
in Numismatic science, who imagine a “ Catch ” 
in every ancient Coin offered them, I beg leave 
to present f<jr the readers of your excellent 
Journal, some facts for which I am largely indebted to 
“ Rasche’s Lexicon of Coins,’* Article, Impostura!' They 
show that the range of numismatic imposition is narrow, and 
that half the practice and caution exercised by a Bank 
teller in handling bills, will suffice to protect a numismatist 
from imposition. Those who have access to the great Lexi¬ 
con cited, will see more at length, the frauds practised in an¬ 
cient coins ; in what manner false specimens may be avoided ; 
by what modes of detection the artifice of cast Coins may 
be distinguished from those that are sta 7 nped; and how re¬ 
cent copies may be known from ancient originals. 

There does not seem to be any remarkable genius at 
work, at the present time, in this nefarious calling; but a 
few centuries since, there were two Italians whose names have 
come down to us as masters of the art, Parmesanus and 
Paduanus, Concerning these, our lexicographer says : 
“ Laurentius Parmesanus made Coins and Medals in great 
Quantity in imitation of the ancient; he engraved them even 
to the amazement of the learned. 


^Paduanus, together with Parmesanus, was our engraver 
among the Italians. They excelled all other masters of 
their art in imitating coins. Those made by the former dis¬ 
played more boldness. Those made by the latter, more 
finish and elegance.” 

In pointing to the peculiarities of these counterfeits, and 
the methods of detection, I remark in the first place that 
nothing is more stupid than the method adopted by numis¬ 
matic rogues in manufacturing specimens of coins that never 
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existed amon^ the ancients. This class of pretended Coins, 
found in the market, embrace such names as Priam, ^Eneas, 
Virgil, Cicero, the Grecian philosophers and other illustrious 
men. To purchase such broad frauds as these, is on a par 
with purchasing Coins of Solomon, Moses and even Adam 
all of which has been manufactured and portioned off upon 
the unlettered as genuine. It is hard to be compelled to warn 
any one against such unmitigated trash as this, but there are 
so many collectors who care for nothing but rare, singular, 
unique specimens, that even frauds as patent as these have 
their market. 

Another class of coins, invented under the same bad faith 
and dishonest greed of gain, have impossible reverses. 
Among these we find a Julius Caesar, with Vent, Vidi, Vici, 
upon it; one of Augustus with Festina Lente, &c. These 
expressions were likely enough used by those persons, but 
it is the most unlikely thing in the world that they should be 
found upon coins. Yet they are snatched up by that class 
of coin collectors, who crave everything morbid and mon¬ 
strous, and so they too have their price. 

To persons accustomed to examining numismatic collec¬ 
tions, such frauds as the above, confess their shame upon their 
own faces, even though the manner of melting, and the quali¬ 
ty of the metal, much softer than the ancient, and the ex¬ 
pression of the figures did not betray them, as modem 
inventions. 

But as to those coins which really are copies of ancient 
genuine specimens, they are not entirely deficient in marks 
by which the unwary may be deceived into purchasing them. 
For the sake of profit, the Italian counterfeiters selected 
those that were rare, and copying them by the utmost skill 
of their art, imposed many upon the numismatists of their 
day, who were not so expert in methods of detection as our 
modern collectors. The fraud was accomplished by the 
following methods : 1st. Every collector, on a large scale. 
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will frequently find in his stock two coins rare and valuable, 
one of which has a perfect Obverse, the other, a perfect Re¬ 
verse, while the opposite sides are illegible. In my hands to¬ 
day, are scores of such. Now, these Italian rogues utilized 
such coins by removing, with a file, the corroded or abrased 
sides of each piece, down to the centre, and then, with a ce¬ 
ment containing silver as an ingredient, joined the two 
halves and concealed the joinings upon the edge, with color¬ 
ing matter. Although some readers, at first thought, may 
consider such desception of small moment, seeing that at 
all events, the purchasers has both sides genuine, and of 
ancient workmanship, yet in the judgment of our lexicogra¬ 
pher, this of all descriptions in coins, is the most pernicious. 
^‘It is a contortor^ a pervertion of the truth.” He says : ** By 
this mingling of tops and bottoms, all historical accuracy is 
confounded. The process basely assigns the deeds, the hon¬ 
ors, and the very year of our Emperor to another dominion, a 
thing universally forbidden in the Republica Liierarum, lest 
all our historical memories should be confounded.” Such a 
coin is no better than the image conceived by Horace in 
A rs Poetica^ begin ning, Humano capiti cervicempictor equinam 
jungere si velit, &c., —an extravaganza which always gives me 
the night-mare to read it! 

But he who would be warned against dangerous frauds of 
this class, may keep the following rules in mind, viz.:— 

1. —Examine as many genuine coins as possible, turn them 
over in your hands, finger them, learn to recognize those be¬ 
longing to each Emperor. Follow the rules practised by a 
broker’s clerk when examining suspected coins. 

2. —Compare the figures and letters upon the two sides 
the one with the other. 

3. —File the rim of the suspected coin lightly and the 
silver cement will easily reveal itself. 

Second. —The Italian swindlers would cut out with a tool 
those portions of the figures and letters in genuine coins 
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that had J^een rendered imperfect by rust, and would restore 
with a graver, the obliterated inscription in coins well-known^ 
or the names of Emperors where a few traces were left. 

Against this knavery, you may fortify yourself by care¬ 
fully inspecting the unequal and inartistic depression in the 
figures. To familiarize yourself with the portraits upon a 
few coins will however best enable you to distinguish these 
“foreign spectres,” for ancient monuments. 

All curiously-made coins, claiming to be ancient, are 
necessarily either or struck, and I will consider them un¬ 
der those two heads. 

Cast Coins. 

The pattern being composed either of burnt bone-dust, or 
by using an original coin, a specimen similar to the model is 
produced by pouring liquid metal into the cavity. But the 
copy may readily be distinguished from the original by the 
following methods, viz. :— 

I. —In coins thus cast by modern workmen, it will be ob¬ 
served that the metal is rougher than that used by the 
ancients. For pure copper is not readily fluid, nor in strik¬ 
ing it, can the workman bring out those delicate lines which 
belong to the original figures. To effect this, other metals, 
such as tin, zinc and lead, must be mixed with the copper. 

2—The cast coin is lighter than the stamped coin. This 
is due to the fact that copper when fused and so rarified, oc¬ 
cupies a greater space than when cooled, and shrinks in the 
mould. For the same reason, a cast coin is smaller than one 
that has been stamped. 

—By no artifice or persevering labor can the workman 
make a cast coin that will accurately show forth the niceties 
of the letters or reflect their angles as seen in the original 
stamped specimens. For if you will follow, with your finger¬ 
nails, the curves of the garments, the joinings of the letters 
and other things of the sort, you will perceive that, in genuine 
ancients, the nails cling, as it were, to the tops of those things 
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and are, in a manner, retarded by them at acute angles. 
But in modern cast coins this phenomenon is not apparent. 
On the contrary, the fingers slip over them as upon polished 
marble. 

4. —A cast coin has almost invariably certain minute 
openings (foramenifera) as if perforated with a needle. 
These present an undesirable testimony of the ignominious 
origin of the specimen for such things are never seen in the 
stamped coins of the ancients and differ in toto coelo^ from 
those slight erasions left by rust. 

5. —But the most satisfactory rule of detection of cast 
corns is in the appearance of the rim of the coin under ex¬ 
amination. Cast coins never have the rim equal and exactly 
round. The necessity of removing with a file, the neck left 
at the orifice, through which the fused metal was poured, and 
of correctly rounding the rim with a mallet, invariably leaves 
inequalities which are so many indicia of fraud. 

Hammered Coins. 

To distinguish those modern coins struck from steel dies, 
from the ancient, is far more difficult than the detection of 
cast coins. This is particularly the case when the old coin, 
worn and corroded by age, is .used as the blank for a new 
impression. One John Caviners, surnamed Patavinus was 
most famous for this sort of knavery, and so frequently 
imposed his workmanship upon collectors, that for a long 
time they were admitted as genuine in numismatic collections. 
But we are not altogether without our defence, even against 
iJiis onslaught upon “ the faith once delivered ” the numis¬ 
matist, and we give five of these rules, viz.:— 

I. —Examine the rust. Although the Italian pirates left 
nothing unattempted in reconciling even this feature to their 
counterfeits, and to this end, soaked them in urine, and buried 
them in moist earth, yet there is a Radical difference between 
natural and artificial patination ; nor can the latter be made 
to reflect the true color. 
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2. —Upon coins recently struck, there may be seen a cer¬ 
tain rudeness in the letters, which is an evident sign of fraud* 

3. —Examine with care the finer parts of the figures such 
as the hair, eyes, ears, hands, creases of garments, &c., and 
it will appear that no modern artist, however skilful, has 
equalled the ancients. 

4. —The letters, fashioned by the Italian rogues, have feet 
that are bifurcated with much care, a modern thought, never 
seen in old coins. 

5. —Even the sense of smell, to him who has a sagacious 

nose, comes to our aid. This will not seem absurd if we 
observe that it is applied by experts in examining modem 
coinage and as far back as the time of Martial, we discover 
this use of practised nostrils : “ Consult your noses,” said 

the Satirist, Lib. IX. 60. “ Consult your nostrils, (fiaresj 

and see whether your bronzes smell Corinthian ! ” 

My aim in thjs paper has been to remove, in part, the 
fears of imposition that oppress the young numismatist. 
There is really no ground of apprehension except in buying 
very rare coins, and then the character of the seller should 
be considered. The common coins in bronze are too plenti¬ 
ful in the market, consequently too cheap to tempt to forge. 
When I was in the Orient in 1867, I learned new lessons of 
the abundance of the Greek and Roman Coinage, (in the 
cheaper metal,) that enriches every pile of ruins, every battle¬ 
field, every river-bed, and fountain in the quondam empires of 
Alexander, the Syrian monarchs and the Romans. The sup¬ 
ply of genuine mimismata is abundant above all computation. 
No one need smile if I say that there should be lying in the 
earth, to-day, without the bounds of the ancient Roman 
world, one hundred thousand tons of bronze coinage, the 
work of Roman moneyers during the 2CXX) years of her ex¬ 
istence. And this makes no computation of the money in 
gold and silver, which of itself, must figure up to an immense 
total. 
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A LOST NIAGARA. 

HEN the French established themselves in Lower 
Canada, there was on the river St. Maurice, 
then called Rivilre des Trois, a fall that early 
became renowned among others, on account of 
its great height, its picturesque surroundings, but above 
all, for its surpassing sublimity. 

In 1651, about the time when Niagara is first mentioned 
in history, Father Buteau, a Jesuit, ascending the St. Maurice, 
describes this magnificent fall, styling it the falls of the Three 
Mountains. Nothing on the whole St. Maurice, according 
to the Indians, approached it in grandeur, and this we may 
clearly see from the detailed description given of it by Father 
Buteau, in the account of his travels through these regions. 

To locate the site of this great fall, it is necessary to com¬ 
pare the distances given by the missionary above mentioned, 
in his trip from Three Rivers, to the place in question, and 
to his stopping place a day’s journey further on. Having 
gone over the whole distance carefully, noting the points de¬ 
scribed, I have come to the conclusion that the locality called 
Les Grais^ is the place referred to. But Les Grais, is not 
rendered picturesque by any such great waterfall of towering 
height, nothing of the kind, save an ordinary chute of eigh¬ 
teen feet or so. The river, there passes between no high 
banks, and has no other indications that might lead one to 
believe that it had worn out for itself from a high attitude the 
•channel of the present level. 

True, there are hills near by, some two hundred feet in height, 
whose base approach the edge of the present fall. With a 
somewhat heightened imagination, we can conceive of them 
stretching across the river like a huge dam, imprisoning the 
waters above and over which these waters poured in a mighty 
sweeping torrent, excelling even the great Niagara in height 
Let us examine some letters written in 1663, during the 
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the^seven months of Elarthquakes, twelve years after Father 
Buteau had visited Les Grais : “ At a distance of about five 
leagues from the borough of Three Rivers, by the river of 
that name, hills of over two hundred feet in height, bordering 
thereon, have been levelled to the water’s edge. These two 
mountains, with their primeval forest were precipitated into 
the stream beneath, and formed there an immense obstruction 
that diverted the river from its former course, causing it to 
spread over a considerable extent of countr>\ Vast fields 
of mud, mixed with submerged forests and rocks in inextri¬ 
cable confusion. These were carried out into the Sc. Law¬ 
rence, and even after a constant flow for three months the 
waters of that mighty river were still muddy and turbid, and 
filled with boulders and drift wood carried down from the 
St. Maurice. The first fall no longer remains, so completely 
has it been levelled.” 

Should the above not appear to be proof enough, let the 
doubting reader avail himself of the first opportunity to 
visit Les Grais, and then examine present appearances. Let 
him look at the rock remains of the old dam, for it could 
not be carried away by the waters, like the earthy material 
washed out into the St. Lawrence. Let him also notice the 
boulders scattered all around, and especially distributed in 
large quantities fur some distance down the channel. 

The now famous Shawenegan was but an ordinary scene 
at that time. The falls of the Three Mountains attracted 
the desire after the wonderful of the Attikam^gues Indians 
and of the hardy Pioneers of France, roaming in that region. 

The barrier then existing at Les Grais, must have raised 
the level of the St. Maurice above it some hundred feet. 
This would of course detract considerably from the height 
of the Shawenegan. It only became the Lion of the St. 
Maurice since the shaking down of its rival by the seven 
months Earthquake. 

Would it take a similar convulsion to destroy the old Thun« 
derof Waters.^ BENJAMIN SULTE. 
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FAC-SIMILES OF IRISH MANUSCRIPTS. 

MONO the many rare and valuable literary trea¬ 
sures exhibited at the Caxton Exhibition, held 
under the auspices of the Numismatic and 
Antiquarian Society, the Manuscripts and Print¬ 
ed Books in the Irish Language and character, and Fac¬ 
similes of the National Manuscripts of Ireland, exhibited 
by Mr. Edward Murphy of Montreal, were not the least in¬ 
teresting to many of the visitors. We intend in our next 
number to give an extended report of the Exhibition, but 
we cannot refrain from at once presenting our readers with 
•an extract from Mr. Murphy’s Catalogue, describing the 
following beautiful work :— 

Fac-Similes of the National MSS. of Ireland; 
Made by command of Her Majesty Queen Victoria. 
Photozincographed from the original Vellum MSS. by 
Major-General Sir Henry James, R.E., F.R.S., and issued 
from the Public Record Office, Dublin, 1874. 

Mr. Gilbert, Secretary of the Public Record Office, in his 
report to the Right Honorable the Master of the Rolls and 
Keeper of the Public Records of Ireland, describes this great 
work as follows: 


"The work is in imperial folio size, and the present part contains 45 
colonred plates. The written matter of each specimen has been printed op¬ 
posite to it, in the original langnages, line for line, without contractions; 
snch translations and elucidations have also been given, as will, it is hoped, 
effectively assist those who may desire to examine or critically study any of 
the manuscripts.” 

These fac-similes are reproduced in perfect accordance with 
the original MSS., in dimensions, colours, and other features ; 
not a line added. So faithfully has the SUN copied these 
MSS., that the leaves of the ancient documents appear as if 
they were stretched and pasted on sheets of card board and 
then bound up in the Volume. The plates, before the work 
was issued, were examined and certified to by Mr. Saunders, 
Assistant-Keeper of Public Records, England. 
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The original manuscripts are remarkable for their great 
antiquity, they are probably the most ancient Christian MSS.r 
in the world, as those copied into this Volume date from the 
fifth Century, (letup St, Patrick,) to A.D. 1137. 

There are several hundred figures, letters, &c., copied on 
45 folio plates in this book, which is the first of a series of 
three Volumes publishingby order of the British Government, 
they are splendid examples of pictorial art, of which the 
magnificent illuminations in the work, especially the unique 
compound and single letters from the Book of Kells, show. 
See plates XIII to XVTI. 

These Fac-Similes are most interesting and to the Biblical 
Student invaluable, as nearly all the MSS., represented in 
this Volume are portions of the Holy Scriptures, copied 
from the Gospels. 

Mr. Gilbert in his report to the master of the Rolls on these 
fac-similes, in referring to the Book OK Kells, (which 
Professor O’Curry, R. I. A., believed, was written in the sixth 
Century,) says :— 

The Book of Kblls, in the chief Paleographic and artistic monu¬ 
ment which has descended to us from the ages in which Ireland, under the 
name of “ Scotia,” was renowned for her schools, whence religion and letters 
were carried to various parts of Europe. This manuscript is a copy of the 
Gospels and received its present name from having belonged to the Oolum- 
ban Monastery of Kells in Meath. (See Plat'*8 VII to XVII inclusive, for 
illustrations from this Ancient and beautiful MSS.) 

‘‘It has been,” continues Mr. Gilbert, “conjectured that the Book of 
Kklls, is the Volume so highly eulogised in the twelfth century by Geral- 
dus Canibrensis, as the marvelous book exhibited to him at Kildare and popu¬ 
larly believed to have been executed under the direction of an Angel.” 

Of this work Professor J. O. Westwood, of Oxford, in his 
important work on the miniatures an J ornaments of the Ang¬ 
lo Saxon and Irish Manuscripts, writes as follows : 

Ireland may be justly proud of the Book of Kells, a Volume tradition- 
all y asserted to have belonged t»» 8t. Columba, and unquestionably the most 
elaborately executed MS., of so early a date now in existence : for excelling,, 
in the gigantic size of the letters at the commencement of each Gospel, the 
ex( eK.Hiv(‘ minuteness of the ornamental details crowded into whole pages, 
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the number of its very peculiar decorations, the fineness of the writing, 
and /the endless variety of its initial capital letters, the famous Gospels of 
Lindisfame, in the Cottonian Library. But this Manuscript is still more 
valuable on account of the various pictorial representations of different 
scenes in the life of our Saviour, delineated in the genuine Irish style, of 
which several of the Manuscripts of St. Gall, and a very few others, offer 
analogous examples.” • • • * • • • • • • 

“ The very numerous illustrations of this Volume render it a complete 
storehouse of artistic inter est. •••••••• 

“ The Text itself is far more extensively decorated than in any other now 
existing copy of the Gospels.” •••••••• 

After describing other wonders of this Book, Professor 
Westwood continues : 

** Another artistic peculiarity of the Book of Kells arises from the decor¬ 
ation of the initial letters of each of the sentences or verses, so that each 
page presents us with several of these letters, varying in size and design ; 
as well as from the introduction of colored representations of men, animals, 
birds, hoises, dogs, Ac. ••••••• The introduction of natural foliage 

in this MS., is another of its great peculiarities ; whilst the intricate in¬ 
tertwining of the branches is eminently characteristic of the Celtic spirit, 
which compelled even the human figure to submit to the most impossible 
contortions.”—pp. 31 and 32. 

Again, the characteristic of the Celtic or early Irish School 
are thus referred to further on in the same work by Professor 
Westwood : 

First, in one or more ribbons diagonally but symmetrically interlaced, 
forming an endless variety of patterns; 2nd, one, two or three slender 
spiral lines coiling one within another till they meet in the centre of the 
circle, their opposite ends going off to other circles; 3rd, a vast variety of 
lacertine animals and birds, hideously attenuated and coiled one within an¬ 
other, their tails, tongues, and top-nots forming long, narrow ribbons, ir¬ 
regularly interlaced ; 4tb, a series of diagonal lines, forming various kinds 
of Chinese like patterns. These ornaments are generally introduced into 
small compartments, a number of which are arranged so as to form the 
large initial letters and borders, or tessellated pages, with which the finest 
Manuscripts are decorated." 

“ Especially deserving of notice, (continues Professor Westwood,) is 
the extreme delicacy and wonderful precision, united with an extraordinary 
minuteness of detail, with which many of these ancient MSS.were ornament¬ 
ed. 1 have examined with a magnifying-glass, the pages of the Gospels of 
Lindisfame and the Book op Kills, for hours together, without ever detect¬ 
ing a false line or an irregular interlacement; and when it is considered that 
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many of these detaile consist of spiral lines, and are so minute as to be im. 
possible to have been executed without a pair of compasses, it really seems 
a problem not ouly with what eyes, but also with what instruments they 
could have been executed. One instance of the minuteness of these details 
will suffice to give an idea of this peculiarity. 1 have counted in a small 
space, measuring sc*arcely three quarters of an inch, by less than half an inch 
in width, in the Book or Armaoi?, ** not fewer than one hundred and fifty- 
eight (158) interlacements of a slender ribbon pattern, formed of white lines 
edged by black ones upon a black ground ** (Illu8trat«^d on Plates XXY to 
XXIX.) 

Mr. Gilbert, the le-irned Editor of these Fac-SimiLES, 
concludes the publication of this first Volume, by promising 
that in the next issue, noiv nearly ready, the series will be 
continued from the early part of the twelfth to the end of the 
thirteenth Century. There are many other works, on histori¬ 
cal and educational subjects, illustrating Irish type printing. 
The above will however show what has been done, and is now 
doing, for the preservation of the ancient language of Ireland, 
a language in which there is found an ancient and extensive 
literature, original and peculiar to that country. This Irish 
language is still a living one, spoken by a large number of the 
inhabitants of Ireland. In addition to the chairs established 
in the various Irish Colleges for its cultivation, and the Gaelic 
Professorship lately founded in the University of Edinburgh 
by the exertions of Professor Blackie, special efforts are now 
being made in Ireland, in other ways, to perpetuate the use of 
this ancient language. 

Montreal, June, 1877. E. M. 


ST. PAUL’S LODGE, No. 374, E. R., F. & A. M. 

BY DANIEL ROSE. 

IN a former number of the Canadian Antiquarian, 
we gave a short sketch of the History of Golden 
Rule Lodge, No. 4, Q. R., of Matsons. In doing 
so, our object wats the bringing before our read^p 
ets, what is known of the history of one of the several Masonic 
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Lodges in this Province, in the hope that in their researches 
into Canadian History, other facts and incidents connected 
with the craft, may be brought to light. 

At the last Session of Grand Lodge, a committee was ap¬ 
pointed to prepare a History of the Craft in the Province of 
Quebec, the necessity of which must be evident, from the dif¬ 
ficulties met with by the members of St. Paul’s Lodge, in 
writing the following short sketch of its early history, prior 
to the date of the destruction of its records and papers by 
fire in 1833. 

Whether St. Paul’s Lodge was in existence in Montreal, 
in 1760, the earliest date claimed, is not for us to say, on 
such slight evidence, but that it was organized prior to 1786 
can be clearly proved, as many other facts in hisiory have 
been, by the smallest of all records, a medal. 

In October, 1873, Volume II., page 62 of ^^Antiquarian, 
we have an article by Sir Duncan Gibb, Bart., London, giv¬ 
ing a description of ** An Engraved Silver Medal of the 
‘ Fr^res du Canada,’ 1786,” then in his posse.ssion. (An il¬ 
lustration of which will be found opposite page 40 of the 
same volume.) This medal was presented to Sir Duncan 
Gibb’s uncle. Major George Gibb of Sorel, by the will of an 
old Highland Officer, who fought on the Plains of Abraham, 
afterwards .settled in Montreal, and died in 1811. Sir Dun^ 
can says : “ It was a Christmas gift to me from my relative 
in 1836, who could give me no information concerning the 
Society of which it was a badge.” He also says : “ It has 
occurred to me also, that the old Highland Officer, who had 
shared in the campaign which led to the Conquest of Can¬ 
ada, may have been himself once of the * Frdres du Canada,’ 
for he was living in Montreal in 1786.” 

On page 127 of the same volume, is an article by Mr. 
Alfred Sandham, on the same medal, in which he comes 
to the conclusion, that the ** Frdres du Canada ” was a 
Masonic Lodge, in consequence of a notice that appeared 
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in the Quebec Mercury of November 20, 1827, giving an 
account of the laying of the foundation stone of the Wolfe 
and Montcalm Monument in Quebe, as the “ Fibres du 
Canada *’ are mentioned as marching in the procession along 
with the Masonic Lodges. 

We are now in a position to settle this question definitely, 
as we find in a circular issued by the Grand Lodge of Lower 
Canada, dated Quebec, 27th December, 1820, and published 
along with the History of St. Paul’s Lodge, a “ List of 
Lodges under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Lower 
Canada, on the Registry of England,” and among them we 
find as Lodge “ No. 23. Fr^res du Canada, Quebec, first 
Thursday.” 

It having been the custom in Canada, as well as in other 
places, to have engraved medals to be worn by its members, 
bearing the name and date of organization, (as for instance 
the Beaver Club, instituted in Montreal in 1785), there can 
be no doubt of the genuineness of the medal of the ” Fibres 
du Canada,” and that the Lodge was in existence in 1786. 
If such was the case, it proves that St. Paul’s Lodge must 
have been organized considerably earlier than the “ Fibres 
du Canada,” its number being only 12 on the same register. 

That Masonry flourished in Montreal at a very early date, 
the following advertisement, calling on the Masters of the 
different Lodges, which appeared in the Montreal Gazette^ 
dated, Thursday, June 5, 1788, clearly shows : 

By order of the Right Worshipful Deputy Provincial Grand Master, 
THE ANNUAL GRAND FEAST 
of 

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS 

I S to be celebrated at Brother John Frank’s Tavern, on Saturday, the 
14th June, at 3 o’clock, P. M. Whereof all Brethren will take notice. 
N. B.—The Masters of the different Lodges, (and those Brethren who 
intend to Unite:) Are requested to give in a List and their Names, eight 
days previously to John Girbrand Bibk, Esq., Grand Treasurer. 
Montreal, 29th May, 1788. 
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We also find in the Gazette oi Thursday, May 28, 1789, 
another advertisement of a similar import. In the first 
advertisement John G. Beek is styled Grand Treasurer, in the 
second he is Grand Secretary. It reads as follows: 

THE ANNUAL GRAND FEAST 
of 

THE MOST ANCIENT AND HONORABLE SOCIETY 
of 

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS. 

W ILL be celebrated by order of the Eight Worshipful Deputy Pro¬ 
vincial Grand Ma8ter, on Thursday, the 11th June, next, at 3 
o'clock, P. M., at Brother Thomas Sullivan’s CoflFee-House. 

Where all Brethren who intend to join them, are requested to give in 
their names the Thursday or week before. 

Montrealj 28M May, 1789. 

JOHN G. BEEK, Gd. Scy. 

Among the list of Masters of St. Paurs Lodge, we find 
the name of Brother Thomas Sullivan, the proprietor of the 
above Coffee-House, given as W. M., December 1788 to 
December, 1789, the very year of the above celebration. 

In the Canadian Courant of December 21, 1807, we find 
the following advertisement: 

MASONIC. 


T he Officers and Brethren of St. Paul’s Lodge, No. 12, Antient York 
Masons, purpose celebrating the Festival of St. Johns, on Monday 
’the 28th instant, at the house of Mr. John McArthur. Any Brother desirous 
of joining, will please to signify the same, by informing the Secretary, 
By order of the Worshipful Master. 

JOHN SANFORD, Secretary. 

Montreal, 19th Dec., 1807. 

In the list of members, we find the name of Brother John 
McArthur, who filled the Master’s chair, June 1794, to 
December 1794, marked. Died Ju.’ nth. 

As the above celebration was held in the house of Mr# 
John McArthur, the date of his death is evidently a mistake, 
and the name of John Sandford, who signs his name as 
Secretary of the Lodge, is not given in the list of members, 
but we trust will now be added to the roll. 
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In looking at a copy of the first Directory of Montreal, pub¬ 
lished in 1819, we find among the lii»t of Masonic Lodges 
only two, Union Lodge, No. 8, and St. Paul, No. 12, as then 
working. 

We now give the following from the interesting history of 
St. Pauls Lodge, from its organization until the fire in 1833, 
as prepared by a committee of the Lodge. 

•‘The fire which, on the 24th April. 1833. destroyed the 
Masonic Hall, where St. Paul’s Lodge had held its meetings 
for .several years, destroyed, at the same time, and without 
almost any exception, the old books, records and papers be- 
longing to the Lodge. This was a very serious loss, as much 
information, valuable in antiquity, as well as in material, for 
compiling any history of the Lodge, and extending, no doubts 
a long way back, was irretrievably lost. * * 

The earliest mention of Saint Paul’s Lodge has reached 
us in a curious manner. Some time ago, in December, 1869, 
through the courtesy of the Mechanics’ Institute of this city, 
an old book from the Library of that Institution, called 
“ Looking unto Jesus,” came into the possession of the 
Lodge. This book appears to have been printed in Edin¬ 
burgh, in 1723, and it bears on its title-page the name of its 
owner, in his sign manual—Gwyn Owen Radford,—who was 
Master of St. Paul’s from December, 1803, to June, 1804. 
On the inside cover of this book is pasted what would ap¬ 
pear to have been part of a summons of St. Paul’s Lodge,. 
No. 12, dated Montreal, 8th June, 1818, and on which is 
written, apparently in Hro. Radford’s handwritting, ** Found¬ 
ed by Lord Abordour’s Warrant 1760.” Now Lord Aber- 
dour, (not Abordour). was Grand Master of England from 
i8th May, 1757, to 3rd May, 1762, and, during his term of 
office, a Provincial Grand Master w^as appointed to Canada, 
(see Preston’s Masonry, sec. 10.) This points to the actual 
existence of St. Paul’s Lodge ten years earlier than in any 
other record we possess, and, though unsupported by any 
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Other testimony available to us, it is not likely, seeing that 
m Provincial Grand Master was appointed to Canada, at 
sraEie period between 1757 and 1762, that this statement 
wmild have been put forth, unless it was known, to have 
been the fact and could have been established at that time. 

While, of course, we cannot therefore actually substanti¬ 
ate the existence of the Lodge at this early date, incidental 
•circumstances point to its extreme probability. It was a 
period of great activity in Masonry, which was very flour¬ 
ishing, both in England and abroad, under the English Con* 
fltitution ; so much so, as to be called the ** Golden Era of 
Free-Masonry.” This being so, with a Provincial Grand 
Master ap{)ointed to Canada, there is every reasonable 
ground for belief that a regulaily constituted Lodge, under 
a Warrant derived from the Grand Lodge of England, was 
working in Montreal, then a place of some importance, as 
Car back as 1760, but, whether before, or after, its capitula¬ 
tion to the British Forces, on the 8th September of that 
year, we have no means of ascertaining. It is quite possible, 
however, that, at this period, a St. Paul’s Lodge ” may 
have been attached to one of the regiments under command 
of General Amherst, at the capitulation, as some ten or 
eleven thousand men were here at that time, and encamped 
in and about the neighborhood of what is now the Beaver 
Hall portion of the city, and if this were so, it would, of 
course, move with the regiment, and so explain the later 
^te of a warrant issued to a “ St. Paul’s Lodge,” with a 
fixed domicile in the city, the name of which may have been 
suggested by recollections of the other. 

In anything, however, which purports to be a history of 
the Lodge, this portion of it, though it has reached us in a 
casual manner, and on incidental or indirect testimony only, 
48 nevertheless entitled to a prominent place, and, if it is 
possible at even this distant period of time, an earnest en- 
^leavour should be made to verify this interesting fact, and 
lace it beyond all doubt. 
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But, that St. Paul’s Lodge was established in Montreal, 
as early as the year 1770, by warrant dated 8th November, 
*770, granted by the R. W. and Hon. John Collins, Provin¬ 
cial Grand Master for Canada, by virtue of a Patent from 
His Grace the Duke of Beaufort, who was Grand Master of 
England from 27th April, 1767, until 4th May, 1772, and 
which Patent bore the date of London, 2nd September, 1767, 
admits of no doubt whatever. This Patent or Warrant was 
in existence in 1831, and was destroyed by fire in April, 
*833, and though it has been impracticable to ascertain the 
names of the Masters who presided over the Ledge from 
that year until 1778, the nances of those who filled the Chair 
from that date onwards, and in regular succession, down to 
the present day, are known and given in previous and the 
present editions of the By-Laws. The list, up to December, 
1830, inclusive, was compiled from official documents exist¬ 
ing in 1831, by the R. W. Bro. D. P. G. M. Frederick Griffin,. 
Q.C., an old Master of St. Paul’s, and, from that date dowh 
to the present time, the list is completed from the existing 
and regular records of the Lodge. 

Among the documents in existence connected with the 
Lodge, and which cany it back to 1797, and for which we 
are indebted to R. W. Bro. D. P. G. M. Griffin, is a copy of 
the By-Laws printed in 1814, the preamble to which, dated 
Montreal, l8th August, 1797, sets furth that they are the 
Rules, Orders and Regulations which are to be punctually 
observed and kept by the h'ree and Accepted Ancient York 
Masons of St. ^’aul’s Lodge, No. 12, held in the City of 
Montreal, in the Province of Lower Canada.” Here, it 
seems necessary to remark that the Lodge derived its Char¬ 
ter of 1760, and that of 1770, from the Grand Lodge of 
England, whose central authority was in London ; and 
though the Prov incial Grand Lodge, which issued the War¬ 
rant to St. Paul s Lodge, in 1770, appears to have lapsed 
from some cause now involved in obscurity, yet another 
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Provincial Grand Lodge was established at some period 
antecedent to 1791, with the R. W. Bro. Sir John Johnson, 
Bart., as Provincial Grand Master, under authority of a 
Warrant from the Right Hon. Thomas Earl of Effingham, 
acting G. M. under His Royal Highness Henry Frederick, 
Duke of Cumberland, elected Grand Master of England in 
1781. And while it is natural to suppose that St. Paul’s 
Lodge then hailed from that Grand Lodge, we find it work¬ 
ing in 1797, under the Grand Lodge of all England, deemed 
the Mother Lodge of England, and whose central authority 
was in the City of York. These bodies were quite distinct 
in their jurisdiction, and wholly independent of each other ; 
but we have no means now of arriving at the causes which 
led to the lapsing of the old Warrants, to the change of 
jurisdiction, or to the period when it took place. 

When we consider that authentic records did exist to 
show that St. Paul’s Lodge was regularly established in 
1770, it may seem somewdiat strange that we do not hold a 
higher position than we do at present on the Registry of 
England ; but we cannot find that we ever had a status on 
it, prior to 1824, when the Lodge was No. 782 E.R. From 
the subsequent re-numbering of the Lodges, it became No. 
514 E.R., in 1832, and so continued until 1863, when it 
ranked No. 374 E.R., at which it now stands. We have 
seen a copy of a Circular Letter, dated Quebec. 27th Dec., 
1820, addressed to Masonic bodies, by the Chevalier Brother 
Robert d’Estemauvilie, Grand Secretary of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of Lower Canada, held at Quebec, handing a 
list of Grand Officers for the year 1821, with a list of the 
Lodges under its jurisdiction ; of these, three only, and all 
meeting in Quebec, are on the Registry of England; the 
others, twenty-six in number, are on the Registry of Lower 
Canada ; and St. Paul’s Lodge appears as No. 12. In the 
early days of the Lodge, up to 1785 inclusive, it was No. 10. 
From 1786, to ist May, 1797, it was No. 4 ; no mention 
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bein^ made of any rank on the Registry of England. In 
all the old documents we have seen, it is called No. 12, and 
so continued until 1823, when the masonic territory, under 
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Quebec, was divided into 
two districts, that of Quebec and Three Rivers, with the R. 
W. Bro. Claude Denechau as Provincial Grand Master ; and 
that of Montreal and the Borough of William Henry, with 
the R. W. Bro. William McGillivray as Provincial Grand 
Master. His installation took place at the Masonic Hall, 
on the 8th October, 1823, by virtue of a Warrant from the 
M. W. the Grand Master of England, His Royal Highness 
the Duke of Sussex. At this time,St. Pauls Lodge became 
No. 3 ; and, more recently, when, after being dormant for 
many years, the P. G. Lodge for Montreal and William 
Henry was reorganized in the Spring of 1846, with the R. 
W. Brother the late Hon. Peter McGill as Provincial Grand 
Master, it became No. i on the Provincial Registry. 

Moreover, we find, on reference to a letter written in Dec. 
1845, by the late R. W. Bro. P.D.P.G.M. McCord, giving a 
short sketch of the masonic state of this section of the Pro¬ 
vince, that, immediately on the installation of tlie R. W. 
Bro. William McGillivray, the Lodges then recorded as 
working, or in existence, were ordered to send in their War¬ 
rants, and received dispensations to work from theProvincal 
Grand Master, until new Warrants should be forwarded to 
them from England. Of the twelve Lodges then known, 
nine complied with the order, and among them, St Paul’s 
Lodge ; and we think there can be no doubt that it was the 
issue of these new Warrants, with a number on the Registry 
of England, (in our case. No. 782 E.R.), that gave them 
a status on the Roll of the Grand Lodge of England, and 
which were evidently intended to supersede the others—the 
old Provincial Warrants—which carried no status outside of 
the jurisdiction of Lower Canada. Had we possessed it 
before, no local cause, such as the division of an old masonic 
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district, or the creation of a new one here, could affect our 
status in England, or call for new Warrants thence. Such 
a contingency could only arise from, or follow, circumstances 
2intkm the exclusive prerogative and initiative of the Grand 
L.od%e of England, 

« « « « 

While, therefore, the failure to Register in England, from 
whatever cause it may have arisen, may, perhaps, in a strict¬ 
ly legal sen.se, bar our claim to be placed higher on the roll 
now, we are entitled to it in equity, and, at any rate, we lay 
claim to every other privilege which so long and unbroken 
a record as St. Pauls Lodge unquestionably possesses, car¬ 
ries with it; and among others, the right to possess and 
wear the Centenary Jewel. Registering regulations first 
commenced in England, 28th October, 1768. This is eight 
years subsequent to the alleged date of our existence, dur¬ 
ing Lord Aberdouris Grand Mastership, and two years prior 
to that during the Duke of Beau/brt s tenure of office. In 
the first case, we could have no number in England, because 
the registering regulations did not exist ; in the other, with 
the then tardy means of intercommunication, and the limit¬ 
ed intercourse that probably existed between Masonic bodies 
here and in England, the existence of these regulations may 
have remained unknown for an indefinite period, or may not 

have been compulsory on Lodges out of England. 

•» « « « 

Before we take leave of the Lodge in its “ far by-gone 
days,” mention may here be made of an interesting fact 
which became known to the Lodge in the Spring of 1875, 
and which helped to bridge the gap, created by the loss of 
our old records, between St. Paul's Lodge of more modern 
days and the early part of the present century. This was 
the accidental discovery, in the old Dorchester Street Bury¬ 
ing Ground, in May, 1875, of the grave of one of the old 
worthies of the Lodge, Worshipful Brother John Great wood. 
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who was elected Master in June, 1803, «tnd died in the 
month of October following, during his actual tenure of 
office. The tombstone, which had been erected so many 
years ago, was still standing, but the destroying hand of 
time had very much obliterated the inscription, and render¬ 
ed much of it all but illegible, but quite enough remained 
to record the interesting fact, and the Masonic emblems on 
the stone were in comparatively good preservation. This^ 
“ a voice from the tomb,** was the oldest extant record that 
St. Paul’s Ledge could point to, in her career, and the acci¬ 
dental discovery of the grave, and the means of identifying 
it, are memorable facts, and a somewhat singular incident 
in the history of the Lodge. • • • 

Of the antecedents or standing of the members of St 
Paul’s Lodge, in its early days, or of its mode of working, 
we have no accurate means of speaking, but, for more than 
half a century, we know that it has occupied a foremost 
place among Masonic bodies, and that it had a name, not 
only throughout Canada, but elsewhere, as well for the ex¬ 
cellence of its working, as for the social standing and pro¬ 
minent position of its members generally,—and, as “ in 
England, our order has been thought worthy of the atten¬ 
tion of many of the best and most able men, and has se¬ 
cured to itself the sympathy of well-cultivated minds of all 
ranks and conditions ; the flower of the nobility, the great¬ 
est excellence and genius among the Commoners of the 
three kingdoms have belonged to it and played a conspicu¬ 
ous part in its pages,’* so can the roll of St. Paul’s Lodge 
show many well-known and distinguished names, not only 
as Freemasons, but as members of society, eminent in their 
public and private capacities and avocations. 

— About 600 lb. weight of coins of the Emperor Galli- 
enus and his successors for 100 years have been found at 
Verona. The number is estimated at between 50,000 and 
55,000. They have never been in circulation. 
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AN ANTIQUARIAN TREASURE IN RHODE 
ISLAND. 

}HE followii^ interesting account of the incident^ 
connected with the burning of the schooner 
Gaspee, near Providence, on the night of June 9^ 
1772, revived by the finding in the State House 
si<few weeks ago by Secretary of State Addeman, the original 
parchment commission by which the King, George III., ap¬ 
pointed five of his loyal subjects to ferret out and punish the 
guilty persons who captured and fired the schooner. British 
^vessels had been stationed in Narragansett Bay to prevent 
illicit trading, and made themselves very obnoxious to the 
people of the vicinity by their arbitrary actions. In con- 
■sequence of riotous conduct by the people, the Gaspee was 
sent to further strengthen the royalists. 

The people quietly bided their time, and finally the op¬ 
portunity for retaliation was ripe. While chasing the sloop 
IHannah, the Gaspee got aground on Namquit Point, about 
sfac miles distant from Providence. On the same night, 
June 9,1772, a large number of the most respectable citizens 
0f Providence assembled at Sabin’s Inn, situated at the cor¬ 
ner of South Main and Planet Street, on the Governor 
■Arnold homestead, and resolved upon a desperate remedy 
to get rid of their relentless enemy. Once resolved, they 
acted. The drums ‘were beat, and in an incredibly short 
^Mtce of time a number of open boats were filled with a hard^ 
-set of men ready to do or die. Silently they pulled down 
4he river, and at about 10 o’clock that night th^ boarded 
■tfie Gaspee, and after a short struggle, in which the comman- 
■der of the British Ship, Lieutenant Dudingston, was wound* 
ud, the Rhode Islanders were victorious. The ship was plun¬ 
dered, and after the crew had been landed at Pawtuxet, it 
was fired. The work accomplished, the Providence men 
silently rowed back to the city and quietly dispersed to their 
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homes. The commissioners were able to find out nothings 
for no one could tell anything about it. The commission is 
in a wonderful state of preservation, which is no doubt due 
to the fact that it has remained in the letter-case in which it 
was brought to this country. The case or box is about four¬ 
teen inches long, ten inches wide, and two inches deep, and is 
covered with -leather stamped with gold scroll work. A 
leather strap passing through loops lengthways of the box 
was secured with a wax seal to prevent the package from 
being opened except by the proper persons. 

On the upper left-hand corner of the parchment is a pen 
l^ortrait of George the Third. The borders are artistically 
decorated with various kinds of figures. The letter G en¬ 
circles the picture of the King and the leading line, viz.,. 
" George the Third, by the Grace of God,** is in large old Engr 
lish letters. At the bottom of the parchment, and connected 
with it by silk cords a quarter of an inch in diameter, is the 
massive wax seal of George the Third. The inscription on 
the seal is almost entirely obliterated, but the figure of 
a mailed knight armed cap-d-pie is very distinct. The com-^ 
mission has been framed in rare historic wood, including some 
from Sabin*s Inn, from Governor Bull’s residence built in 
Newport in 1640, from the sills of the Vernon House at 
Newport, which was headquarters of the British and after¬ 
ward of General Rochambeau, when he received Generad 
Washington, and from the liberty tree planted in Newport 
in 1776. There is also the seal and motto of Rhode Island 
engraved in wood, which was once a part of Franklin’s print¬ 
ing press, imported in 1636. A poem descriptive of the 
burning was written, probably by Captain Swan of Bristol,, 
■and the verses were very popular with the boatmen of the 
time, though the poetry and metre would hardly pass muster 
in our day. Some of the lines are given below : 

Twas in the reign of George the Third, 

Our public peace was much disturbed 
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By ships of war, that came and laid 
Within our ports, to stop our trade. 

Seventeen hundred and seventy-two. 

In Newport harbor lay a crew. 

That played the parts of pirates there. 

The sons of freedom could not bear. 

Sometimes they weighed and gave them chase. 

Such actions, sure were very base. 

No honest coaster could pass by 
But what they’d let some hot shot fly ; 

And did provoke to high degree, 

Those true born sons of liberty. 

« ♦ « « « 4b 

Here, on the tenth day of last June, 

Betwixt the hours of twelve and one 

The Gaspee did chase the sloope called Hannah, 

Of whom one Lindsay was commander. 

They dogged her up Providence Sound, 

And there the rascal got aground. 

The news of it flew that very day. 

That they on Namquit Point did lay. 

That night about half-past ten. 

Some Narragansett Indian men. 

Being sixty-four, if I remember. 

Which made the stout coxcomb surrender. 

The rural poet then proceeds to explain how all these 
things provoked the King to such an extent he vowed to 
send all of the miscreants to the hangman ; and then he 
speaks of the rewards offered, in this fashion ;— 

One thousand pounds to find out one 
That wounded William Dudingston. 

One thousand more he says he’ll spare. 

For those who say the sherriffs were there ; 

One thousand more, there doth remain. 
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For to find out the leader’s name ; 
Likewise, five hundred pounds per man 
For any one of all the clan. 

But let him try his utmost skill, 

Fm apt to think he never will 
Find out any of those hearts of gold, 
Though he should offer fifty fold. 


AUTOGRAPHS AT AUCTION. 

ESSRS BANGS & CO., says the N. Y. IVorU, 
sold a collection of autograph letters at their 
rooms at auction. A letter of John Quincy 
Adams, with which the sale opened, had only 
moderate success and brought no more than 30 cents, and 
a bit of the handwriting of Timothy Pickering did scarcely 
better at 87 cents. Queen Anne, however, jumped a good 
deal higher, a commission signed by her and countersigned 
by Dartmouth, and dating 171 i,being knocked down for $4.25 » 
A letter, said by the catalogue to be a fine one, from General 
William Washington and dated 1798, brought $4 ; whereas 
John, Duke of Saxony, wiiting in 1845, went for 30 cents. 
Commodore Perry sold for $1, and General Nathaniel Greene 
for $3.50, which showed that republicans, provided they were 
ordinarily venerable, were worth something. J ohn of Saxony 
again sold for only 5 cents, and William IV., got no better 
price John Hancock brought $7.20, beating George III.^ 
handsomely, who yielded for $3.25. Chief Justice Chase 
brought only 10 cents, and Daniel Webster only 30 cents. 
Schuler Colfax and Lewis Cass went respectively for 10 and 
20 cents, and a manuscript Fourth of July oration brought 
the insignificant sum of 5 cents. A letter of Lafayette’s sold 
for $5.25, one from General Stuben to Washington for $1.75^ 
but Isabella, Infanta of Spain, writting in 1635, got no more 
than 35 cents. Alexander Hamilton went for 90 cents ^ 
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Robert Morris for 35 cents; Governor Wentworth, writing 
HI r^ard to imported tea for $3.25 ; Richard H. Dana for 
JD cents; James Madison (or 50 cents ; Charles II. and La- 
tuner together for $5.50; Edward Everett for 5 cents and 
6 cents ; James Otis for 20 cents ; Robert Morris for $1.25 ; 
Ferdinand III., of Germany, for $1.75 ; Henry Clay for 30 
cents ; Lord High Admiral Nottingham for $2.20 ; Thomas 
Pinckney for $1.75; a deed of South Carolina land signed by 
by Wm. Moultrie, for $3.7S> But the jeweb of the collection 
were letters from Washington and hb wife. A letter from 
Washington to the Rev. Charles Green, dated Alexandria, 
Novonber, 1757, brought $15 ; another, to the same, dated, 
“The Warm Springs, 26th August, 1761,” four pages iq 
length, brought $14. A letter from Martha Washington, 
dated September 29, 1760^ brought $17 ; another to Mrs. 
Green, dated June 26,1761, $25 ; another, to the same, dated 
December 18, 1761, $31; and another without date $35. 



CLEOPATRA’S NEEDLES. 

|F the many monuments which at one period of hisr 
tory rendered Alexandria, in Egypt, the grandest 
city in the world after Rome, but few relics remain 
b^ond the column known as Pompey’s Pillar 
and the two obelbks, called Cleopatra’s Needles. Of thp 
latter, one b still standing; the other lies prostrate, half 
buried in the sand, not many feet from the sea shore, its fall 
having probably be caused by an earthquake. These curi¬ 
ous monuments measures 73.6 feet in length, and are supposed 
have been made during the reign of Thothmes III., about 
1,600 years before Christ, an epoch when ancient Egyptian 
art vigorously flourished. They were transported to their 
present site by Ramesses II., from Heliopolis. No hiero¬ 
glyphics known were more clearly cut and defined than those 
inscribed on the sides; but since the obelbks have been in 
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nowise protected from the weather, the beauty of the carving 
has yielded greatly to climatic influences, and we can only 
obtain an idea of its former perfection by comparison with 
those obelisks which have been transported to Rome and 
Paris, and there carefully guarded for many years. The pro¬ 
strate monument belongs to England, and has been the pro¬ 
perty of that country since the beginning of the present cen¬ 
tury, when Mehemet Ali made it a gift to the English govern¬ 
ment. Up till quite recently, however, the British author¬ 
ities have not concerned themselves regarding the stone, for 
the reason that, its inscriptions have become so impaired, 
Egyptologists reported it as of little value or scientific in¬ 
terest. Since the completion of the Thames embankment, 
the project has been broached of claiming the monument, 
transporting it to London, and setting it up in some com¬ 
manding position. The Khedive of Egypt has acknowledged 
England’s right to carry off the obelisk when she pleases; 
and the probabilities are that, sooner or latter, the tran¬ 
sportation will be effected, that is, as soon as some one sug¬ 
gests a wholly feasible plan for overcoming the engineering 
difficulties involved in the operation. The last time an ob¬ 
elisk went to sea (that of Luxor, now located in Paris,) its 
behaviour was not of the best; for in heavy weather its vast 
weight seriously strained and nearly caused the foundering of 
of the vessel in which it had been stowed. 


EDITORIAL. 


|ITH the present number, we commence our sixth 
volume, and we shall strive to retain the good 
opinion of our subscribers, by at least not retro¬ 
grading in the quality of our menu. We are 
sensible that a much higher standard of excellence may be 
reached, and especially in our original articles. We shall 
be glad to receive the co-operation of any friends, especially 
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in the shape of reminiscenses of our city, where the quaint old 
gables are continually passing away ; the early history of Mon¬ 
treal, and its elder sister, Quebec, is full of incidents of more 
than ordinary interest, and there are many records in the shape 
of old documents which we trust will appear at intervals. 

— We give a copy of the Medal of the Literary and 
Historical Society of Quebec, the descriptive text for which, 
however, (from the pen of one of our members, and a resident 
in the old city,) has not reached us in time for the present 
number. 

— It was thought to be within the province, of the 
Numismatic and Antiquarian Society, to commemorate the 
400th Anniversary of the introduction of printing into Eng^ 
land by [William Caxton, and an exhibition of the work of 
the earliest printers was held in Montreal, during the closing 
week of June, a full notice of which will appear in our next 
number ; but the committee take this early opportuity of re¬ 
turning thanks to the many kind friends who aided them with 
their presence and sympathy, and especially to the troop of 
generous contributors who loaned their valuable, and in many 
instances priceless treasures rendering it the most costly and 
unique exhibition ever held in Montreal or indeed on this 
continent. 

— We have no report of the proceedings of the Society, in 
our present number, in-as-much as the general work of the 
Society has rather fallen into abeyance, the Caxton Exhibi¬ 
tion having engrossed the attention of the members, and the 
summer also interferes with their meetings, but the hope to re¬ 
assemble after their vacation, “ Bating no jot of heart or hope.’^ 

— Messrs. Cimon & Co., have signed the contract for the 
demolition of the Jesuit Barracks, Quebec, erected in 1635. 
The rubbish of the walls will be used for the filling in of the 
harbor works, and the large stone for the interior walls of 
the new Province Buildings. In commencing operations the 
workmen have found in the former chapel of the college two 
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stone built tombs, r^arding which the Government have set 
an enquiry on foot. 

— Antiquaries have found considerable difficulty in set¬ 
tling at what precise period the Scottish nation began to 
assume armorial bearings, although the obscure records of 
tradition assure us that they were first granted to the Scottish 
Kings by Charlemange. One thing is sufficiently certain 
'that none of the predecessors of William, who began to teigta 
in the year 1165, adopted a coat armorial, and that it was'thRt 
sovereign who first assumed the cognisance of a lion on hb 
banners, from which circumstance, as well as from his gallant 
bearing, he was termed William the Lion. We are told that 
'the king of the beasts was anciently the cognisance of the 
' Celtic nations, yet it is conjectured by George Chalmers thRt 
William did not assume the red lion on that account, bUt 
rather because it was already the armorial bearing of the 
earldom of Huntingdon, and as such the cognisance df 
William’s father. The lion is first seen on the shield of Alex¬ 
ander III., and appeared on gold coins in the reign of Robett 
III. It is said by Nisbet that the double treasure (or border) 
was anciently used on the royal shields to perpetuate the 
various leagues betwixt the French and Scottish monarcha. 
In the reign of James III., when an English faction pre¬ 
dominated in the country. Parliament was induced to ordain 
"thatintymetocumthairsuld be na double treassoar aboOt 
the kingis armys, but that he suld ber hale armis of the 
lyoun, without ony mair." Yet the double treasure seems to 
have maintained its place in the armorial bearings of Scot¬ 
land, even to our own times. 

— A manuscript in the library of the British Museum,'en¬ 
titled “ The Particular Description of England, with the 
Portraitures of Certaine of the Chieffest Citties and Townes^ 
1588,” prepared by William Smith, is to be published (n 
London by subscription. 250 copies Only to be printeiL 
The illustrations will be in fac-simile from the manuscript^ 
and will be issued \mder the direction of Bir. E. S. Ashbee. 
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Oa.nadian Institute Oaxton Celebration, June 13,1877. 



COPY OF 


Hn HbbrrKjfnnnii of (loffon's. 


it ony man isytritu^t or tempord to tyr ony 
yyrsi ot two and titrr cumcmoranbsi of isaliisburi nor 
rmpryntid after the forme of tbiis presid lettre wbicUe 
ben wel and truly rorrect, late bym rome to ^li’esitmo= 
neister in to tbe almoneisrye at tbe reed pale and be isbal 
bare them yood ebepe *** 

Jiuppllro istet redula. 

W.74.C 

If it please any man, spiritual or temporal, to 
buy any Pies* [Picas] of Two and Three Commemo¬ 
rations of Salisbury Use, imprinted of the form of 
this present letter, which be well and truly corrected, 
let him come to Westminster into the Almonry, at 
the Red Pale, and he shall have them good-cheap. 


Don’t destroy this slip.f 
W.74.C1 


I 



• Pie, from (Greek) Pi-nax, a table ^literally little schedule: “ The churchwardens of 

f )iece of pitie board) or list of services and euerie parish within their diocesse, to brings 
essons for Sundays and holydays. Tliese in and deliuer v^) al antifdioners, missales, 
services and les-suns came to be very compli-urailes, processionals, manuals, legfendea, 
cated, and the directions in relation thereto, jwirtuases, journals, and ordinal* after the use 
tery prolix : hence it was customary with the of Sarum,’^ ic.— Fox. Book of Martyrs, p. 
scribes to use as many abbreviations and con-1211.—“ Pie,” in “pied,” “piebald,” comes 
tractions as possible, when copying them : from the name of the bird, the pie, in allusion 
and these multitudinous abbreviations and to the mixture of black and white in its 
contractions presented a very confused and feathers. But “ pie,” in this sense, is derived, 
mixed apj)earance. When printin^j first be- not from the Greek pi-nax, but from the 
gan, the style of the manuscripts was followed, Latin pica, the name of the same bird in 
and a page of Pie or Pica presented the usual Latin, 
confused and mixed appearance. Hence *‘pie”| 

for typo in a state of confusion. The type' t Addressed to the binder or general reader, 
finally adopted for printing the Pies or Picas, Cedula = schedula. 
came to be called Pica. 

In the following passage the term “pies” is f The cypher interpreted to mean 74 is 
used precisely as Caxton employs it in his somewhat doubtful. 



Toeonto : “Imprinted ” by T. Hill & Son, Caxton Press —Established 1857. 
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THE 

Canadian Antiquarian, 

AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. 


VoL. VI. Montreal, October, 1877. No. 2. 


THE MONTREAL CAXTON CELEBRATION. 

IN COMMEMORATION OF THE FOUR HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE INTRODUCTION OF PRINTING INTO ENGLAND. 

HE year 1477, being generally accepted as the date 
in which William Caxton introduced the art of 
Printing into England, (his first book published 
there bearing that date,) it was determined, in 
England, to celebrate the anniversary by an exhibition, il¬ 
lustrative of the art from its inception up to the present age. 
The Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Montreal, also 
resolved upon holding a similar celebration, and the exhibi¬ 
tion took place in the Mechanics’Hall, Montreal,on June 26th, 
and three following days, and was without doubt a most com¬ 
plete success, although, owing to the great expenses in gather¬ 
ing so large and valuable a collection, it resulted in a finan- 
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cial loss. From the time of the first proposal to hold the 
celebration until the very day of opening, the Committee 
received encouragement from private individuals and public 
institutions, with loans of rare and valuable books, so that, 
without boasting, it may be said to have been a credit and an 
honor to the entire Dominion. It is unnecessary for us to 
say a word here in praise of the art of printing, and the great 
benefits which the whole world are receiving from it, we have 
simply to place on record the facts connected with this cele¬ 
bration in Montreal, which has done a vast benefit, by impart¬ 
ing much information, and especially shewing, (in looking at 
the results in this age, of the triumphs achieved through the 
printing press,) that the great Anglo-Saxon race, speaking the 
**all-conquering'* English language may well honor <*nd 
esteem the memory of the first English Printer, William 
Caxtcn. Before entering into any description of the exhibi¬ 
tion itself, we give a condensed report of the proceedings 
at the Conversazione, on the evening of June 26th ; 

The celebration commenced with a conversazione, and be¬ 
fore the opening addresses were entered upon the audience 
had an opportunity to inspect the thousands of rare MSS. 
books, pamphlets, prints, coins, &c., which were ranged and 
classified chronologically in show cases, reaching the length of 
the hall. At the rear were placed a small press, type foundry 
and book-bindery, where the different processes necessary to 
produce a printed book were well illustrated. And the 
platform itself presented an imposing appearance, showing 
well filled book-cases and shelves, bearing costly volumes, 
and a very large show of Shakespeares and Shakespeariana, 
&c., &c. About 8.30 p.m. the chair was taken by Principal 
Dawson, LL.D., F.R.S., and besides the speakers of the 
evening, Hon. P. J. O. Chauveau, LL.D., Quebec ; Mr. 
Thomas White, Jr.; Dr. S. P. May, Education Department, 
Toronto, and the invited guests Dr. Hammond Trumbull of 
Hartford, Conn., and Theodore Irwin, Esq., of Oswego ; we 
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noticed amongst those present, Reverends J. F. Stevenson 
and Gr, H. Wells, Mayor Beaudry, Aldermen McCord and 
E. K. Greene, Rev. L*Abb6 Verreau, Judge Loranger, Pro- 
iessor Fenwick, Messrs. Hugh McLennan, James Ferrier, 
Peter Redpath, J. R. Dougall, Richard White, CyrilleTessier, 
Quebec,) U. Baudry, &c. &c., and the officers of the 
Numismatic and Antiquarian Society. 


The Chairman delivered the following address:— 

What was Caxton } and what his mission in the world and 
its relation to us ? He was not an inventor. The elements 
which underlie the art of printing were of very old date, and 
<iut€nberg, the reputed inventor of the art, died a little be¬ 
fore Caxton introduced it into England. Alphabetic wri¬ 
ting we now know dates from a very early period in the hist¬ 
ory of the East. Printing and stamping with seals and 
Mocks have been known from primitive times, and have been 
|>ractised by the rudest races. The happy thought which 
^ve birth to printing was that of placing the separate letters 
on moveable types which could be put together, and taken 
apart This thought was not Caxton's, but, to him belongs 
the credit of being one of those who saw the vast importance 
of this,then infant art,and of devoting his life to its application 
and extension. Such men are sometimes as useful as inven¬ 
tors, for without them inventions might be still-born or per¬ 
ish in infancy. We now, living 400 years after Caxton, 
know that he did not over-rate the importance of his art, 
and we see extensions of it that he could scarcely have 
anticipated. The immenseand rapid dissemination of thought, 
the extension of education, the giving to men who have power 
overtheir fellow-men audiences ot millions instead of hun- 
<lreds, the bringing together into one state of the learning 
and information of the whole world—these are results of this 
simple yet wonderful art. If we compare these results with 
tile best that could be done by the hands of amanuenses in 
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cla.sssical or Mediaeval times, they strike us with astonishment^ 
and we feel that if this prop were removed our modem civil¬ 
ization mu.st necessarily fall to pieces. Nor can we fairly al¬ 
lege that printing has done evil as well as good. In itself it 
is a harmless and rational industry, giving profitable employ¬ 
ment to many hands and heads. In its productions, though 
it may sometimes minister to bad causes, or to false taste, or 
even to immoral enterprises, yet not only does the good vastly 
outweigh the evil, but it affords the means of correcting its 
own evils. Like the light of heaven, it may shine sometimes 
on what is obscene and disgusting, but even then it only 
reveals what would otherwise fester in darkness and do its 
mischievous work without any chance of detection. The free 
and full discussion of an unfettered press, whatever may be 
its occasional inconveniences, has been proved by all ex¬ 
perience to be the best of all guarantees for the safety and 
progress of society. I would, therefore, emphatically assert 
that when Caxton introduced printing into England, and 
when, after his time, the British Constitution guaranteed the 
most full liberty to discussion in the press, and to the publi¬ 
cation of all things not absolutely immoral or seditious, 
they did what was of the nature of unalloyed good, as much 
as anything of human invention may claim that title, and ^ 
for this reason such a commemoration as this is a merited 
and proper tribute to a great and pregnant fact in the his¬ 
tory of our country. The manner in which Caxton intro¬ 
duced printing is also noteworthy. He was not a mere ac¬ 
cident of his time ; not merely a man who procured some 
cases of types and a press and set up a business in a new 
place. He was a man of some education and literary taste. 
His enterprise began by translating a French work into Eng¬ 
lish, and then he fell upon the art of printing, and learned 
it at a somewhat advanced time of life, that he might print 
his book. He was on the borders of sixty years when his 
first book appeared, and he says himself with respect to it 
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** Tlierefore^ I hare practysed and lerned at my grete charge 
and dispense to ordeyne this sayd book in prynte, after the man- 
er and forme as ye may see here, and is not wreton with penne 
and ynke as other bokes ben, to thende that every man may 
have hem attonesJ* Thus we see an author, already aged, 
learning this new art, that he might print his book in order 
to its wide diffusion. In this respect, Caxton resembles 
Franklin, and many other men in this western world, who 
have presented that happy combination of literary and typo¬ 
graphical work, which, in the infancy of the art and in new 
communities, is often indispensible to success. It is a won¬ 
derful illustration of the energy of the man that, with the 
rude appliances available in his time, he printed his History 
of Troy—his earliest production—a book of 700 pages, in less 
than four months ; and the numerous works which he issued 
in the next twenty years, displayed similar industry, along 
with great accuracy, and involved a great amount of editor- 
work in securing the best texts of books previously existing 
only in manuscript. The man himself, therefore, who intro¬ 
duced printing into England was not a mere accidental man, 
but one of the true heroes who contend against and overcome 
difficulties impossible to others, and thus stretch beyond the 
ordinary attainments of their age. Such a man deserves to 
be held in remembrance. But while we thus pay a tribute to 
the memory of the brave old printer, who set up his shop un¬ 
der the shadow of Westminster Abbey, 400 years ago, let us 
remember our obligations to his successors ; for there is cer¬ 
tainly no art or profession to which society, in our time, owes 
more than to that of the printer, and let us more especially 
express our obligations to the men who, in the early times 
of this country, set up a free press therein, and to those who 
are even now struggling to extend its benefits in the newer 
and more remote borders of our widening civilization. 

The following is the address delivered (in French) by the 
Hon. Mr, Chauveau : 
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The subject which I have been requested to discuss has 
a great defect, that of being already as old as prkitii^ 
kself, whose establishment goes back ot least to the year 
1452 ; that is, four centuries and a quarter ago. 

I say the establishment of printing, for I by no means 
intend to discuss the claims of the City of Harlem in the 
person of Coster, which would take us back to 1423, or those 
of the numerous xylographic works, which have a much 
earlier date, nor those of the City of Strasboui^, where Guten¬ 
berg made his first attempts in 1438. I take for granted that 
this great institution ought to go back to the epoch of the 
bible, printed at Mayence, by Gutenberg and his friends, in 
years 1452 and 1453. 

From its commencement the great discovery of modem 
times, equal, if not superior, to all others, has been a matter 
of discussion, and if some have pronounced it injurious, while 
others have perhaps exaggerated its benefits, at least to deny 
or lessen its importance has occurred to the mind of no one. 

The terror which this formidable invention must naturally 
inspire has been described very cleverly by a writer of the 
15 th century, who compares it to “ a frightful monster, feed¬ 
ing on rags and a black liquid composed of nut-gall and smoke. 
“ Its throat,” he says, “ opens not as does that of any other 
ferocious animal; you see its lower jaw regularly advance 
and retire, furnished with all sorts of metal teeth ; it gnashes 
and bites. This animal is insatiable ; it speaks at pleasure 
all languages, living and dead; it is, by turns, buffoon, serious, 
sad, impudent, sometimes sublime. Born on the banks of 
the Rhine, it emigrated to the Tiber and the banks of the 
Thames, infectimg with its products the waters of the Seine. 

It has been seen in the waves of the golden Tagus, and now 
it is seen everywhere ; everyone trembles at its appearance. 

Yet, what has it done, this terrible invention, but multi¬ 
ply the book, which itself existed from all antiquity, and 
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create the journal, if in this matter also theancients have not 
anticipated us, as some pretend ? 

To multiply the book, to scatter, so to speak, its leaflets, 
casting them to the four winds of heaven in the form of the 
newspaper, was not this altogether a meritorious work ? 

The book, was it not already the object of love and ad¬ 
miration to all ? was it not already considered a thing mos^ 
excellent and most precious ? 

** The book,” said the savant, Lucas de Perma, ” is the light 
of the heart, the crown of the prudent, the companion of our 
travels, the friend of our homes, the society of the sick, the 
colleague and counseller of him who governs, the perfume- 
vase of eloquence, a garden full of fruits, provision for the 
memory, the life of remembrance.” 

” The library,” said a monk who lived long before the dis¬ 
covery of printing, and is one of the three ascetics to whom 
has been attributed the book most widely known after the 
Bible,—Thomas-a-Kempis,—“ the library is the real trea¬ 
sure of the monastery ; without it, it is as a table without 
meats, a well without water, a river without fish, a garden 
without flowers, a purse without money, a vine without grapes, 
a tower without guards, a house without furniture.” 

Now, what was the effect on literature, that is, on the exr 
pression of human thought, of this new power given to the 
book; of the auxiliaries, clumsy and encroaching perhaps, 
which it found iii the review, the periodical, the journal in 
fine ? 

This effect has been simply the bringing into light of 
ancient masterpieces and an impulse given to the creation of 
new masterpieces. It is still better than this ; it is the 
participation by all classes of society in the intellectual. 

From this point of view, gentlemen, we cannot but regard 
the discovery of printing as most providential, and in its 
connection with steam and electricity, see in it one of the 
necessary means for the realization of that grand religious 
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unity predicted and promised by the Scriptures before the 
consummation of time. 

But we have only to consider what influence it has exercised 
on the sum total of literature. In the first place, it is easy to 
see that to it we owe not only the popularization of the mas¬ 
terpieces of the ancient languages, but also the conservation 
and discovery of literary treasures which were thought to 
be lost. 

Is it not to printing that is due what is called the renaissafuCy 
the resurrection of Greek and Roman art, and still more of 
Greek and Roman literature ? 

The Great Pope Leo X. the head of this movement, who 
has imposed his name on the sixteenth century, caused to. 
be established at the Vatican a G»'eek printing press, and 
it is to the researches made especially by the first printers 
and the savants whom they set to work in Italy, France and 
Germany, that we owe the discovery of a large number of 
manuscripts buried in the dust of libraries, and even of a large 
number of writings that were only known by the mention 
made of them in other works. 

See what an immense enlightening there is in those works 
of the Aldi, of the Junta of Venice, at the end of the fif¬ 
teenth and beginning of the sixteenth century, of the Esti- 
enne, of the Tumebe, of the Morel, at Paris, where they 
published, in typis regiiSy the manuscript treasures of the 
library of the Louvre, of the Plantin at Anvers, of the 
Gryphe at Lyons ; then in the seventeenth century the 
Elzevirs at Amsterdam or at Leyden, under their own names 
or under pseudonyms known to bibliophiles. 

What beautiful first editions of poets, orators and histor¬ 
ians ! What enthusiasm created then among all the great 
minds by those rich productions ! What a vivid light pro¬ 
jected by the researches of Laurentius Valla, of Erasmus, 
of Heinsius, of Gebrard and all the other commentators ! 
What literary life and activity; but also, it is true, what 
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-disputation, what resentment, what passion, what pedantry, 
what pride pushed to excess, not only in Scaliger who won 
the name of the abyss of knowledge, but in many of his con¬ 
temporaries ! Saumaise, who is to-day known to the mul¬ 
titude only by a verse of Boileau, meeting one day with two 
•other savants, the latter said, “We three are at the head of 
all the knowledge of Europe,** to which Saumaise hurriedly 
replied, “ Win you the others and I will hold my ground alone 
against you all.’* It needed, in the seventeenth century, all 
the wit of Boileau and Moliere to reduce the writers to a 
comparative modesty and to put an end to their extra¬ 
vagances. Nevertheless, this immense consideration which 
was attached to editors and commentators of the classics 
gives an idea of the enthusiasm which existed at the time 
of their publication. Nor was it only the pagan classics, 
but also the first Christian poets and orators that were 
brought to light by the press at its beginning. The great 
Aldi, possessed by an idea which is still in our days the sub¬ 
ject of lively controversy, published his Po€t(B Christiani in 
three volumes (1500-1504), one of which is entirely devoted 
to the admirable poems of St. Gregory of Nazianzum. 

The writings of the Fathers of the Church were also given 
to the world at the same time as the text and translations 
of the Bible and the works of St. Bernard, of St. Thomas 
Aquinas and the other doctors of the nth, 12th and 13th 
centuries figure among the first. 

The human mind was then armed at all points for the 
great controversies, which were possessing it, and one can¬ 
not help seeing a coincidence in the events which accumulated 
at this great epoch, in the great movement under Leo X. 
which peopled Italy with masterpieces of sculpture and 
painting, in the theological and other passionate disputes 
•engendered by the wars of religion, in the discovery of Am¬ 
erica, which the results of these wars contributed to populate ; 
in the numerous scientific discoveries by which Italy all at 
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once gained the first rank, as well as the bold enterprises of 
navigation in which she is already followed and surpassed 
by Spain, Portugal, France, England, and Holland. 

While philosophers, theologians and poets continued for 
some time longer to write in the language of the old Roman 
Empire, the modern languages soon take their places around 
it, Italy having also in this respect the first place, as Dante’s 
immortal poem dates from the close of the 13th century, 
and its first edition from 1472. In 1525, the first French 
poet, whose language is still intelligible, Clement Marot, 
appeared in print Soon after came Ronsard, Regnier, Mal¬ 
herbe, Rabelais, Montaigne, Saint Francois de Sales,and alt 
the writers of the i6th century, preparing the sublime literary 
manifestation of the century following. It was then that 
Bossuet, Fenelon, Massillon and Bourdalone, Corneille, Rac¬ 
ine, La Fontaine, Pascal, Moliere and Boileau, placed France 
and the French language at the height of European civiliza¬ 
tion and won victories which, along wuth those of the grei^t 
king who gave his age to that age, were to be followed by no 
defeats. 

In 1616, that is at the commencement of the same century, 
died at his birth-place, Stratford-on-Avon, an actor who, like 
Moliere, owed more to the press than to the stage the im¬ 
mense reputation which he enjoys throughout the world, and 
who, a thing without example in any other country, after 
more than three centuries, reigns still, almost without rivals 
in the literary empire which he may be said to have created. 
To the English, fixed by Shakespeare and the translation 
of the Bible, Milton, who was eight years old at the time qf 
Shakespeare’s death, was destined to give perfection, for it 
is to the poets, w ho have to struggle against the greatest 
difficulties of language, and whose verses are not easily 
learned by heart, that the glory belongs of imprinting in 
language the seal of a long genius. This was only a cen¬ 
tury and a half after William Caxlon, who printed at Co- 
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logne, under the eyes of his master, Ulric Zehl, himself a 
pupil of Guttenberg, the first English book, had introduced 
printing into England. This book was the translation of 
an old romance of chivalry, written in French. When the 
printer, who must also have been a statesman, since he re¬ 
presented his country in important negotiations, was engaged 
in his laborious, and for him, perhaps, ungrateful work, had 
he any idea of the immense development which that lan¬ 
guage, introduced into the world of letters so modestly, was 
destined to gain } Did he dream of the active part which 
the useful art, with which he was then endowing his coun¬ 
try, was to take in the creation of that immense British Em¬ 
pire, whose success and enterprise in all parts of the world 
are more than those of any other nation identified with 
the progress of printing ? Had he any vision of that New 
England, which was to teach that language in America to 
thousands of men, and to give so great a development 
to the new art ? 

It would require several evenings like this to trace the 
picture of the development of the two literatures which most 
interest us, that of England and that of France, and to cast 
a glance over that of Germany and the other northern coun¬ 
tries of Europe, whose national languages have been more 
recently emancipated from the yoke of the ancient tongues. 
My desire was simply to show how the apogee of the 
French and English literatures is near the beginning of 
printing, to indicate the influence exercised by this art 
The comparison would be still more striking, if I were 
permitted to show, step by step, how rapid was the progress 
of those two literatures and languages in the i6th century, 
and at the commencement of the 17th. 

And we also, people of this new continent, had some interest 
in thb great intellectual movement. It held in itself the 
destinies of our various societies. 

While the publisher, Cramoisy, published the first editions 
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of the works of Bossuet, he also printed the modest relations 
of New France, which each year reached the hands of states¬ 
men and the great ladies of the Court, influential person^ 
ages, at the same time that they penetrated into the convents 
and the seminaries, and excited the zeal of future missionaries. 
Poor little books, disdained for a long time it may be, and 
which to-day are worth their weight in gold ! They deserved 
it well, for they pleaded more eloquently then the Governor’s 
despatches for the cause of the young and unhappy colony. 

We do not, perhaps, sufficiently consider what the discov¬ 
ery of printing did for the colonization of America. 

Without entering upon this theme, we cannot glance at 
the impulse given to the United States by the press which 
was established there at so early a date, without recollecting 
that the man who defended his country before Europe, and 
who contributed so considerably to its emancipation, was a 
printer. 

Let us only say, that without the many relations published 
by the first Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, English, French 
and Dutch, books which were then as widespread as they 
have now become rare, the nations of Europe would not per¬ 
haps have persevered in their discoveries, in their attempts 
at colonization. 

Commerce alone only creates selfish relations ; it is the 
relation between intellects which bears the greatest fruits. 
They were grand ideas, chiefly the religious sentiment in 
union with books, which stimulated the passion for discov¬ 
ery, and have had the approval and blessing of heaven. 

Strange, it was the dangers even of these expeditions, 
the paintings of Savage which fascinated Europe and at¬ 
tracted the adventurous. Independently of numerous books, 
which are to-day the delight of book-lovers, the great 
collections of De Bray in Germany, of Hakluyt in England,; 
of Ramusio in Italy, were known as much as colonial ga¬ 
zettes, which attracted attention of goverments and nations, 
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aroused and stimulated cupidity and ambitition, and more 
often appealed to more generous sentiments. Well, then, if 
we were confined to manuscripts, copied letters, transmitted 
from hand to hand, it is possible, after all, that the discov¬ 
eries of Christopher Columbus, of Jacques Cartier, of Hud¬ 
son, of Champlain, even now surrounded by a certain my¬ 
stery owing to the mutual jealousy of goverments, would 
have been withdrawn from the attention of nations and with¬ 
out venturing to say that they would have been like those 
of the Danes and Icelanders, without result, the movement 
of nations in America would have been slower and less 
marked. 

But these benefits of printing are not denied by any one 
what some people reproach it with, however, is very different; 
and that is its power—its power for evil. It is the disorder 
which scribblers and pamphleteers have caused and do cause. 

It is, they add, the abasement of the literary standard by 
the multiplicity of publications, by the haste with which 
people think themselves forced to work, by the substitution 
of quantity instead of quality ; in short, it is literary indus¬ 
trialism rife in our time, which, always augmenting, takes from 
literature somewhat of its grandeur and of its dignity. 

We forget the good side to those stimulants to pro¬ 
duction, we do not perceive that if many works which do 
not merit it see the light of day, many which deserve it 
would remain without a text, in obscurity, and in fact un¬ 
heard of. 

And this immense intellectual activity of which we have 
complained, is not, however, altogether without control. I 
will say nothing as to the control of governments and of laws 
which have become, it must be confessed, almost powerless ; 
I will not speak of the control of religious authority, which 
in religions which have any discipline at all, is far from being 
worthless ; I speak only of the control of literary criticisms. 

The author works to-day under the eye of the daily press. 
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and of the periodical press, an Argus whom none escape ; he 
U suiTounded by numbers of rivals, by jealous and interest¬ 
ed opponents ; if he has genius, or plenty of talent there are 
a thousand reasons to one for him to elevate himself, and to 
render himself as perfect as possible, because success follows 
more surely and more promptly than formerly, both men, and 
fortune. 

I admit that these motives themselves have their dangers, 
that the author is more inclined to pander to the tastes and 
passions of that great tyrant of modern times which is called 
the public. But in such cases, success is not, from a human 
point of view, veritable or durable. Those passions are ephc* 
meral, they are even more caprices than passions. How 
noble is the role of the writer who, instead of being the slave, 
becomes the master, who subdues that public on which he de¬ 
pends, imposes his own reason on it instead of subjecting him¬ 
self to its dictum, who takes the part of justice against that 
of passion ; and that of the oppressed minorities against 
triumphant majorities, of outraged religion against the en¬ 
croachment of its oppressors. 

At the most troubled and difficult epochs, there are always 
some of those generous souls, who appeal to the better senti¬ 
ments of humanity. It is enough, then, that one good vol¬ 
ume should quietly take its course in the midst of the bad, 
that one fine page be repeated from journal to journal, in 
order to prevent and repair many misfortunes, to bring peace 
where trouble and desolation are threatened, to raise the 
fallen courage, to restore the faith which is about to waver, 
to revive lukewarm charity, to cause the rays of a sweet hope 
to descend upon the darkest and grimmest despair. 

In a book written on the Love of Books, that passion, 
as old as the art of writing, and which is better known ill 
our days, a proof that in the multiplication of books it has 
not lost its prestige, I find a charming story, which better 
than anything I could say expresses my thoughts. 
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A poor widow to whom her husband, an unhappy biblio¬ 
maniac, bad left his books as her only fortune, brought one by 
one the preciouse volumes to the bookseller, parting with 
them with all the more regret, from knowing of what subject, 
or rather of what study they treated. One alone remained. 
A manuscript note recommended her not to part with it 
except at the last extremity. It was, it stated, of very great 
value, and the price .which she might procure for it would 
prove a precious resource. 

Of a cold winter’s day, when fire and nourishment were 
wanted, she took the precious folio and proceeded to dispose 
of it in like manner with the others. The merchant told her 
that this book was worth too much, that he never went into 
such busine.ss, but that if she would allow him, he would copy 
the title in case some of his customers should be disposed 
to purchase it. The poor widow returns sorrowfully home¬ 
wards, carrying the volume, much chagrined at not having 
sold it, proud, however, of not having sacrificed it. 

Several days afterwards an amateur presents himself at 
the book merchant’s. He sees by chance the note and its 
contents. It was a copy of a very rare work which he him¬ 
self possessed ; but unfortunately it wanted the last leaf to 
be complete, which fact had for a long time caused him much 
despair. Having gained all necessary information, he runs 
to the dwelling of the widow, traverses with all haste the long 
and obscure streets which separate him from it, ascends, four 
at a time, the steps of the interminable stairs which lead to 
her humble garret. Then he listens, listens again. Nothing 
is beard for a long time. He was going to retire in despair 
when a slight noise is heard. He approaches and tries in 
vain to look within the room. All was hermetically closed 
with paper. So strange a precaution suggests to him the 
idea of some mishap . A sudden movement, a final bound 
and he bursts into the room. A chafing-dish lighted was in 
the middle of it, empty and cold, and all the preparations for 
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a suicide by asphyxia were evident. Then the bibliophile 
explains to the unhappy woman the object of his visit; but 
instead of quieting her, the offering of a considerable sum 
for the precious volume only increases her despair. In fact, 
cruel irony of destiny, the chafing-dish had been lit with 
leaves of paper, and those leaves were nothing else but the 
remains of the precious volume. In the excitement of her 
feelings, in her ignorance, in the horror of her hunger and 
misery, she had wished that the book which his hand had 
bequeathed to her, her last remaining friend, should assist her 
togoand rejoin him. Meanwhile the bibliophile looks around 
him. He perceives the cover of the volume intact, and, a 
prodigy which seemed especially sent to reward his charity 
and his amateur’s enthusiasm, he finds the leaf so long 
desired. He generously doubles the offer that he had made. 
“ My copy,” said he, “ will only be the more certainly un¬ 
ique by being thus completed,” and he left with the widow 
a handsome sum of money, sufficient to preserve her from 
poverty for a long time to come. 

Well gentlemen, whether truth or fiction, this story seems 
to me at least equivalent to a fable, which teaches us of how 
much benefit a single book or a single page may be to the 
human soul, to society itself. And certainly if the book had 
been a really good book, if the poor woman had been in a 
position to read it and to properly understand it, the story 
would have had no raison detre,. 

How often, indeed, poor souls, succumbing to the attacks, 
not of cold or hunger, but of doubt and perplexity, have 
been relieved and strengthened by a good hour’s reading. 
How often, society itself, having, so to speak, lost its life and 
given itself up to despair, has been shown the way which it 
ought to follow by a good and great book, such as the /w- 
itaiion of Jesus Christ, the Exposition of Bossuet, or the 
Genius of Christianity of Chateaubriand. 

In our young country where printing has not been more 
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a centuiy established, but where certainly in proportioa 
to our population and our resources, it has already made 
development, let us hope that all our beautiful books 
^1 also be good books, and that they will always come at 
moment when the needs of society shall demand them, to 
^spi|re courage in our trials and to guide us, under the eye of 
Godfto tbo accomplishment of our great and glorious destiny. 


Mr. Thomas White, Jr., next addressed the audience : 

He said the Committee had requested him to speak on the 
Improvements in the art of printing, and on that popular re¬ 
sult of it—^the newspaper press. Without attempting to 
determine whether the invention of printing belonged to 
Coster, Faust, Haarlem, Guttenburg, Schoeffer, or any of 
the others whose names have been mentioned in connection 
firith that honor, there was no doubt that Caxton was the 
^rst English printer. There was a vast difference between 
the wooden press which he set up in Westminster Abbey 
and the rapid printing machines of to-day ; but beyond this, 
except in styles of letters—in the type founder’s art rather 
than the printer’s—the art then and the art to-day, were very 
much the same. Printing was divided into two distinct de¬ 
partments,—the type setting, the men engaged in which was 
called a compositor, and taking the impression, which was 
done by the pressman. In the former, there have not been 
many improvements, unless the many attempts which had 
been made to invent type setting machines, the first attempt 
Slaving been made by Dr. Church in Cincinnati as far back 
•as 1820, be considered improvements. Several attempts had 
since been made, but none that has brought type setting 
machines into general use. He referred to the difficulties 
connected with this invention. Indeed it was doutbtful 
whether printing as an art was improving, the competition 
now-a-days was all in the matter of rapid setting—the tourna¬ 
ments being held especially to promote this. But mere set- 
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ting of type is but a small part of the art of printing. Un¬ 
fortunately the same principle which printers’ unions had 
established of a uniform price for composition by the picce^ 
and which was an incentive to speed and correctness in set¬ 
ting, destroyed all incentive to excellence in what is techni¬ 
cally called job printing, where payment is made by the week: 
and not by the piece, and in which, therefore, the poor printer,^ 
being a journeyman, must be paid the same as the good one,. 
While recognizing the right of printers, as of all other work¬ 
ingmen, to combine to sell their labor at the highest price, 
he believed this feature—which destroyed all incentives to 
excellence in the higher departments of printing, and whicb 
in its practical working was making excellence a rare accom¬ 
plishment among job printers, was an unfortunate feature of 
these combinations. In the manufacture of presses there 
had been wonderful improvements. He traced the progress 
from the old wooden press, or even further back, when the- 
impression was taken by the mallet and planer or brush, to 
the Hoe perfecting machine, printing its twelve thousand 
perfected sheets, printed on both sides, per hour. 

Coming to the second portion of his address, the news¬ 
paper press, he cited the author of British journalism, who 
had thus epitomised the history of newspapers: 

First we have the written news-letter, furnished to the 
wealthy aristocracy; then as the craving for information 
spread, the ballad of news, sung or recited ; then the news- 
pamphlet more prosaically arranged; then the periodical 
sheet of news ; and lastly the newspaper.” 

He traced briefly the history of the English newspapers, 
from the establishment of the first in 1622, and also those 
of America, from the first newspaper published in Boston^ 
in 1690, and which was suppressed by direct action of the 
Colonial Legislature, because of its outspoken criticism on 
the proceedings of that body and of the government. Com¬ 
ing to Canada, he referred to the publication of the Quebec 
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Cazette in 1764, and to the Montreal Gazette, now the oldest 
paper in Cana^, in 1778. The first number of the latter 
paper announced that it would abstain from discussing local 
politics, except by permission of the Government. That 
was an extreme of abstinence from political discussion, a 
iault which could certainly not be charged against news¬ 
papers of the present day. He referred to the wonderful 
.progress of the newspaper press since that time. Now the 
newspaper was an essential feature of the progress of the 
people. Scarcely had the bush been cleared away, and the 
liamlet founded, than the newspaper, as the exponent of 
the local wants and opinions, and too often of the local 
passions of the people, was established. The invention of 
the electric telegraph, and the passionate yearning for early 
news, had changed considerably the character of the news¬ 
paper press, while the modern love of sensationalism, which 
•disregarded private feelings in its craving to be satisfied, 
had certainly not improved it. But with all its drawbacks, 
the newspaper press was doing an immense service. With 
a free press, the bulwark of the people s liberties, and the 
parent of reform, human progress was safe. The newspaper 
had become the literature, almost the only literature of the 
masses, moulding their opinions, and forming their destiny 
The responsibility of such influence could not be overesti¬ 
mated, and every one who was connected in any way with 
the press, or was permitted, in however small a degree to 
control its influence, might well adopt as his daily prayer, 
the words uttered the other day by Dean Stanley at the 
Caxton commemoration in Westminster Abbey, ** Give us, 
O God, the sense of the value of truth, welcome or unwel¬ 
come ! Give us the frank, upright, manly faith, which re¬ 
joices not in darkness, but in light” 


Dr. S. P. May, of the Education Department, Toronto, 
next addressed the meeting : 
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He said so much gtound had been tmvers^ by preidotfi 
speakers, that but little was left for him to say. He con¬ 
gratulated the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society dF 
Montreal, upon the excellence of the display, and the citi¬ 
zens of Montreal in having such a valuable collection within 
their city. He referred to the excellence of the collection 
kindly lent by Dr. Trumbull, of Hartford, Conn., and dreni^ 
a lesson of the success which attends on the patient pursuit 
of knowledge as exemplified in the life of Caxton. Caxtoti 
was brought up amongst an uncultivated people, but enjoy¬ 
ed the advantage of early training. He used to say hb waS- 
bound to pray for the repose of the souU of his father said 
mother, who had sent him to school when young, and thereby 
made him a better man than he otherwise would have been: 

The speaker proceeded briefly to trace the career of Ca^t- 
ton, and the advantages which we enjoy from his labors bjr 
the cheapness of literature. He next referred to the intro¬ 
duction of printing on this continent. In 1638, eightebrt 
years after the pilgrim fathers landed, the first printing presS^ 
was brought to this country, and the first book that was^ 
published was the Psalms in metre, translated by Rev. Mr. 
Eliott, to whom we are indebted for Eliott’s Bible in Indian^ 
It was said that no man could now read that Bible, but a 
gentleman was present who could do so. This Bible was 
printed in 1685, Boston, and bears the imprint of Samuel 
Deacon. It is worth some thousand dollars* and such 
■another could not be purchased for any sum of money. 
Our American friends claim that they published the first 
newspaper in the world, but in this, as in some other things, 
they were wrong. 

He proceeded to glance over the progress of the art of 
disseminating news, from the advent of the news-letter un¬ 
til the present time, and, in conclusion, again congratulated 
the society, and the people of Montreal, on the wondeiful 
collection gathered together on this occasion. 
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The proceedings clo^d, and at to p.m., the valuable cbl- 
ibtetfcm was closed to the public for the night 

In soliciting contributions, the Committee issued the fol¬ 
lowing Schedule, which, as far as possible, was adhered to^ 
Is the order of classification : 

' i. Missals or Manuscript Books, prior to the Art oif 
FHnting. 

Books from the Press of William Caxton, Colard Man¬ 
sion, Wynkyn de Worde and Pynsoil. 

i. Books from the invention of the Art, to 1650. 

• 4. Books ^bsequent to 1650, having merit in illustrating 
tHi special development of the Art, “ Editio Princeps,” un- 
oii Editions, large paper Editions, Rare and Curious Books, 
Works from celebrated Printers. 

5. Early and Rare Editions of Bibles and Prayer Books. 

6 . Illustrated and Illuminated Books from the earliest 
epoch, to the present day. 

7. Books having reference to the early History of Can¬ 
ada, (Nouvelle France.) 

8. All Books and Newspapers printed in Canada prior to 
1840, thereafter. Books illustrative of the progress of the 
Art in Canada. 

9. Prints, Etchings, Woodcuts and Engravings up to 1800, 
thcteafter, specimens illustrative of Canadian Engraving. 

Id. Specimens of Calligraphy, up to lyoo. 

II. Maps and Plans relating to America prior to 1800. 

li. Coins and Medals. 

We have already apologized for many errors in the pub¬ 
lished Catalogue, and also for its incompleteness; it must 
be borne in mind that, for the most part, the books only 
came into possession of the Committee, at the last moment, 
ahd were withdrawn at the close of the Exhibition. It was 
ihus not possible to examine carefully even the title pages. 


Digitized by Ljoogle 


Original from 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 



Generated at Washington University in St. Louis on 2020-08-31 21:36 GMT / https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.32044090130964 

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust. 0 rg/access_use#pd-g 00 gle 


70 


THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN 


and there was not time to correct many typographical er¬ 
rors. The Catalogue, therefore, had to go forth ** with all 
its imperfections on its head.” A fuller examination of it; 
however, with more leisure, has served to shew how rich a 
collection was gathered, and how entirely unequal to its de¬ 
sert, was the cursory inspection of the volumes, during the 
three days the Exhibition remained open. We r^ret that 
now, no more can be done, than a passing review of some 
of the more noteworthy entries in the Catalogue, with a 
certainty of many works of merit being pastsed over. 

We cannot look back with any feeling but satisfaction at 
the celebration, which certainly was worthy of the occasion; 
and recalling the impression produced on the mind on en¬ 
tering the “ treasure crowded hall,” we might say in the 
words of Charles Sprague: 

” See tomes on tomes, of fancy and of power. 

To cheer man’s heaviest, warm his holiest hour. 

Turn back the tide of ages to its head. 

And hoard the wisdom of the honour’d dead.” 

It is a pleasant duty to place on record some of the rar¬ 
est and most valuable of the books which were on exhibition, 
and our chief difficulty is in making our selection from so 
many treasures. 

Missals and MSS., Prior to tht Invention of PrisUh^. 

This portion was well represented, the specimens being 
beautifully executed, and in good preservation. 

New Testament, in Latin, 8vo, double columns, circa 1250. 
An elaborate and beautiful specimen of calligraphy in colors; 
in gothic character, on fine vellum. 

MS. on vellum, Benedictiones Dominicales, 13th century, 
highly illuminated in gold and colors. 

Missal on vellum, (Copied in 1746,) 15th century. 

Elegantiarum, Laurentii Vallae, circa 143a A remarkably 
interesting and excessively rare work, entirely manuscript; 
colored initial letters. On vellum and paper. 


Digitizec by 


Gougle 


Original from 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 



Generated at Washington University in St. Louis on 2020-08-31 21:36 GMT / https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.32044090130964 

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust. 0 rg/access_use#pd-g 00 gle 


AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. 7 l 

Fragments of Illuminated Kalendar, on parchment, circa 
15th centuty. 

A thin roll of Egyptian papyrus. 

Leaves of a Tamil School Book on Palmetto leaf. 

' Two Burmese MSS. 

An illuminated MS. of the Koran in Arabic. 

A Coptic MS. of the Gospel of St. John. 

Latin Breviary MS. on vellum, circa 1350. An extremely 
rare and beautiful specimen. 

Book of Hours, MS. on vellum, in Latin and Dutch, 1412. 

Page of a Breviary, on vellum, circa 1450. 

MS. Book on Vellum, Illuminated, Li6ge 1501. Probably 
a breviary, an extremely curious and interesting specimen. 

Capitals from a Missal, i6th Century. 

Missal. Horae Beate Mariae Viiginis, Cum Calendar. 
Written in double columns on vellum. 

Missal. Horae Beataee Mariae Virginia. Manuscript on 
vellum, by a Flemish scribe. Henry the Vlllth’s copy, in 
the original English binding of the XVIth Century, having 
the Tudor rose on the side. 

Earliest Printed Books. 

Of course the one object, overshadowing all others, was 
the “ Mazarin Bible, 1455.” This is not only a bedntiful^ 
but truly wonderful work, it is the earliest production of the 
illustrious printer John Guttenburg, executed between the 
years 1450 and 1455, in two large and magnificent volumes, 
the initials and rubrics, in MS. throughout. The earliest 
book printed with movable type. It has been commonly 
styled the “ Mazarin Bible,” from a copy having been dis¬ 
covered in the library of the celebrated Cardinal Mazarin. 
It should with more truth be called the “ Guttenburg Bible,*' 
for the book was finished before Faust can claim a share of 
the credit of the invention. Eight or nine copies on vellum, 
are known to exist:—three are in England, one in the Royal 
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^i)i)raty at Windsor Castle, a second in the collection of j^arl 
Spencer, and a third in that of the Right Hop. 

Grenville, (bequeathed to the British Museuin,) the oU^eis 
are at Paris, Vienna and Dresden, and in Cathedral at 
Mayence, (the birthplace of Guttenburg.) It has been ^aid 
that a copy is also in the Imperial Library at St Petersbu^gh. 
The copy exhibited here belongs to the estate of the late 
Mt Brindley of Hartford, Connecticut, and it is the hrst 
time it has ever been on public exhibition. One other copv 
only is known on this continent It is worthy of rema^ 
that the day our Montreal Celebration closed, the one held 
in London was opened, to which Earl Spencer bad con¬ 
tributed his copy of this interesting work. A copy 
was in the library of the late Mr. Perkins in London was spld 
at auction for £3,4/00 sterling. It seems incredible, and yet 
the purchaser may be congratulated. This costly book, tji^ 
most important and distinguished work in the whole annals 
jof typography,—the first edition of the Scriptures,—^the fir^ 
book printed with movable metal types by the inventor 
of the art. The first printed book, and that book ** Th^ 
Bible,” what thoughts crowd upon the mind whilst looking 
upon such a wondrous work. 

DurAndus, Rationale Dirinorum Officiorum, Vellum, Mentz 
1459. These few pages on Vellum.are the work of John Faust 
and PeterGemssheym.printed at Mentz in 1459. This is thp 
third book printed bearing a date, 40 copies of this work ape 
supposed to exist, three of which are in the Royal Library 
at Paris. The Committee are indebted to the courte^ 
of Dr. Trumbull for the opportunity of exhibiting this rare 
book. 

Grantiani,Decretum cum Apparatu; Ef^esteyn, Stiasbnig 
1472, Thb valuable volume was loaned, with many otheia, 
by Rev. T. W. Mussen. It was printed at Strasburg by 
Henry ^gesteyn, an apprentice of Guttenbeig’s. The initials 
are curiously illuminated, and it is regarded as the best pip- 
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duction of this early worker in the art, and is scarcely of less 
interest than the great Bible itself. This book dated one 
year earlier 1471, is in the British Museum, and is the first 
dated book at Strasburg. Copies of these very rare works 
are shewn at the Celebration Exhibition in London, by 
Earl Spencer. 

Books of the Early Printers in England—Cax ton, Wynkyn 
de Words and Pynson. 

The Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers; William 
Caxton, Westminster, 1477. This extremely rare work is 
now being reproduced in London in fac-simile, and by the 
kindness of the publisher, Mr. Elliott Stock, the Committee 
were enabled to exhibit these sheets in advance of publica¬ 
tion. 

Polychronicon, translated and printed by William Caxton 
at Westminster, 1482. The “ Polychronicon ” is one of the 
rarest of Caxton’s works, still extant. The Committee were 
extremely anxious to secure for exhibition a veritable work 
of the English printer, and as it was not possible to obtain 
one in Canada, they are still more desirous to tender their 
thanks to Joseph W. Drexel, Esq., of New York, for his 
courtesy and good will in loaning this copy. 

“ Vyrgyle Eneydos by William Caxton, 1490. Loaned 
by Theodore Irwin, Oswego. 

Abridgement of the law to Henry V., Nicholas Statham, 
Richard Pynson, circa 1500. 

Law Statutes, Henry VII.; RichardPynson, London,1510. 

Tulley's Offices ; Wynkyn de Words, (one of Caxton’s 
assistants), 1534. The Committee are also under obligation 
to Joseph W. Drexel, Esq., of New York, for the loan of 
this rare book, only second in value to the work of Master 
Caxton. 

Vitas Patrum ; translated by William Caxton out of 
French into English, and printed by Wynkyn de Words, 
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London, 1495. This very fine and perfect specimen was 
Caxton’s last work ; he left it unfinished, and his successor 
completed it. 

Grammaticae Primae Partis a Roberto Whitintono ; Jiyn~ 
kyn de Worde, London, 1533. En;3land’s second Printer 
was distinguished for his series of Grammars. This copy 
in English and Latin is one of his most noted and best 
specimens of typography. 

From the Invention of the A rt to 1^50, 

Speculum Vitae Humanae—Latin, black letter ; Gunther 
Zanier, Augsburg, 1471. 

Psalms of David ; Translated by St. Jerome out of Heb¬ 
rew into Latin. Augsburg, 1471. 

De Articulis fidei et Sacramentis, Opuscule de St. Thomas 
d’Aquin, S.L.N.D. ; Lalle^nent, Cologne, 1472. 

De Profectibus Religiosorum, rubricated; David of Augs-^ 
burg, circa 1473. 

Clemens V., Constitutionum Opus ; PJlugel et Lauer^ 
Rome, 1473. 

Joan Duns Scotus. Questiones quodlibeticae explicit 
feliciter. (From Library of Pius VI.) Venice, 1474, 

dementis Papae Constitutiones. PJlugel et Lauer^ Rome, 

1473. 

Verbarium Juris, etc.; Johaiiem Colhoffy 1474. Very rare 
and curious, bound in boards. 

Boetius de consolatione Philosophiae, Initials red, inserted 
by hand. n.d. An edition of this famous work was printed 
at Venice in 1499. It was also printed by Caxton. 

Choriolano, Vita S. Augustini, Initials red, inserted by 
hand ; Rome, 1481. 

Pauli Orosii, Historiarum, Libri VII ; Venise, 1483. 

Moralissimus Cato cu elegantissimo comento. Thin 8vo. 
Black letter. Basileoe, i486. 

The Book of Hours, printed on vellum by Pigonclut for 
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Simon Vostre. The illustrations being figures and signs of 
the Apocalypse, the Life of Tobie and Judith, the Accidents 
of Man, the Triumph of Caesar, the Miracles of Our Lady. 
Paris, 1487. A rare and fine example of early French 
printing. 

Book of Hours, on vellum, used by Mary Stuart. 

Mamotrectus ; Initials red, inserted by hand, black letter, 
1487. 

Valerius Maximus. Petrus Brutus, Episcopus ; Bernardini 
de Benaliis, Venice, 1488. 

S. Ambrosii, Epistolae et Opera ; Illuminated Initial ; 
Leonardus Pacliel, Milan. 1490. 

Dante ; fine wood cuts for this early period ; Bernardini 
Benali & Mathio de Panna^ Venezia, 1491. 

Opuscula Divi Bernardi; Brixiae, 1495. 

Gaguinus de origine et gestis Francorum ; original bind¬ 
ing, clasped ; Joliannis Trechfel, Lyons, 1497. 

Gesschiedenis’ History of the Holy Cross. Fac-simile 
reproduction by J. Ph. Berjeau. London. This is a copy 
of a very early and rare work. 

Lorica volgare philosofia morale composta. Venise, 1498, 
Provient de la vente de M. Potier, Libraire de la Biblio- 
thfique que Nationale. Belle relieure de Cap6. Paris. 

Virgilius ; Jacobi Zcuhon, Venetiis, 1499. 

Ausonius Peonius (Poems) ; Angelum VgoleUim, Parmae, 

1499. 

Terence ; Robert Stephanus, 1490. 

Speculum Humanaa Salvationis, fac-simile reproduction 
by J. Ph. Berj'eau, (1498-1503) ; Strangeway & Walden^ 
London. 

Book of Hours, printed on vellum, highly illuminated and 
embellished with paintings; E, Hardotiiny Paris, circa 1500. 

Sixtl libri decretalium in concilio Lugdunen. Black let¬ 
ter, rubricated. Small folio. Hog-skin binding, with clasps. 
Thiehnatm Kerver^ 1500. 
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Juvenalis Persius Satyra, Colophon, benitus in «dibus Aldi 
et Andreae soceri meuse Augusto. No title page, anchor 
and dolphin, Aldus. (First letters left for hand colouringJ> 
1501. 

Petrarca (small edition) ; Aldus Romanus, Venice, 1501. 

Herodiana Historiae, Ornamental Initials. No printers 
name. Basle, n. d. 

Historiograph! Clarissimi opus Prestantissinum Orisii 
Paulii; Johann Petit. Paris, 1506. 

Decretals of Sextus and Clement; handsome initials, red 
headings. Thielman Kemer, Paris, 1507. 

Margerita Philosophicae, by George Reisch. Woodcuts 
and rubrics. Joanes Grunmgerus, Strasbourg, 1508. 

Pliny. Aldine Edition. Venetiis, 1508. 

Horatii Flacci, Opera. Johan Petit, 15 ii. Block of 
Johan Petit on title page, fine edition, ornamental letters, 
etc. 

Catholicon de Janua. Lyons, 1514. 

Caii Suetonii Tranquilli Vitae Duodecim C»sarum. Phil'- 
lippi JuntcE, Florence, 1515. A repetition of the 1510 edi¬ 
tion. Very rare. 

St. Gregory’s Decrees, (Gregory IX., A.D. 1227J. Rubri¬ 
cal illuminations and marginal notes, old English characters. 
In fine preservation. Editio princeps. Thielmann Kerver^ 
Paris, 1518. 

Paulii Ricii Talmudica Novissime latini Versa, being tracts 
from the Talmud. Thick small quarto, bound in hog-skin. 
Printed at Lutetiae, Paris, Vienna, Venice, 1519, 1521, 1562. 
This curious volume contains 1202 pages, and is minutely 
described in a MS. fly-leaf. 

Cebetis Tabula, Basilii oratio, Plutarche de liberis edu- 
candis, Xenophontis Hieron (grec), public de 1500 4 1517- 
Sort des presses du gymnase grec fonde 4 Rome par L6on X 

Poetae Christian!; 2d volume, 1501 ; 3rd volume, 1504. 
Aldus, Venise. “ Collection infiniment, rare et pr6cieuse.” 
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Poetae Christiani, ist vol., S.L.N.D. Cette edition a pas- 

longtemps pour une seconde Edition Aldine. 

Joannis Chrysostomi. Basilii et praesanctificatorum lit- 
5 vols. John Froben, Basil, 1530. (Froben exposed 
his proofs to public view, and offered a reward to every per- 
•son that should discover an error—Lemoine.) A fine illu¬ 
minated MS. of isth Century has been used for binding 
the work. 

Elements of Euclid (Greek). Editio princeps. In fine 
preservation. Joan Hervagium, Basilae (Basle), 1533. 

Book of Hours; printed on vellum, illuminated by hand, 
Paris, 1534. 

Decretales Epistolae Gregorii Pont. Max. i2mo. Parisiis, 

1537. 

Ciceronis Epistol». A very fine copy. Paulus M. Aldus, 
Venetiis, 1540. 

Medrash Shmuel, containing the six chapters of the Eth¬ 
ics, with commentaries. Venice, 1550. The text is ordin¬ 
ary printing type. The commentary is in rabbinical type. 

Of these early books, (incunables), dating from the in¬ 
fancy of printing, Hon. Mr. Chauveau says in Revue de 
Montrial, there were upwards of fifty exhibited. 

Gerald E. Hart, Montreal, 9 ; Laval University, Quebec, 
5 ; Rev. T. W. Mussen, West Farnham, 5 ; University of 
Toronto, 5 ; Hon. Mr. Chauveau, Quebec, 4; Dr. Trumbull, 
Hartford, Conn., 2 ; Theodore Irwin, Oswego, 2 ; J. W. 
Drexel, New York, 2 ; Jno. Fairbairn, Montreal, Congre¬ 
gational College, Montreal, The Seminary of Montreal, Dr. 
Marsden, Quebec, Oscar Dunn, Quebec, McGill College, 
Montreal, J. W. Grinnell, Greenfield, Mass., J. W. Thornton, 
Boston, G. F. C. Smith, Montreal, &c., &c., one book each. 

There were no less than 25 of the works of the celebrated 
““Aldus” family of Venice, whose names are so familiar to 
bibliophiles :—Exhibited by Hon. Mr. Chauveau, 5 ; M. G. 
Baby, 3; Toronto University, 2; Department of Public 
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Itistruction, Quebec, 2 ; Mr. S. J. Lyman, 2 ; Gerald El 
Hart, 4; College of Montreal, Rev. T. W. Mussen, H. O. 
Houghton, Dawson Brothers, Normal School Jacques Car- 
tier, &c., one each. Of these the most noteworthy were 
Juvenal (1501), by Mr. Lyman ; Petrarch (1501), by Rev. 
Mr. Mussen, and two volumes, Poetse Christian!, 1501-4, by 
Mr. Chauveau. 

Of books from 1550 to the present time, having merit in 
the development of the Art of Printing, there were many 
hundreds of volumes, including many rare and curious 
works, deserving of special mention. We have only space 
to note a fine edition of Dante, (Venice, 1569); Plutarch in 
13 vols., (Paris, 1572) ; Martin Luthers Works in 4 vols., 
(Genoa, 1579-80) ; Ben Jonson’s “ Every man in his Humor/*' 
(London, 1601) ; Tasso, in 8 vols., (Venice, 1735) ; First 
Edition of Burns* Poems, (Edinburgh, 1787) ; Bewick's 
British Birds; The Trials of Sir H. Vane and Charles I. ; 
The Trial of the King against John Hampden for Ship- 
money ; with a number of rare Political Tracts and News¬ 
papers of the 17th century, &c. 

Fac-Similes, 

The following interesting specimens were in fac-simile : 

Domesday Book, or the Great Survey of England of 
William the Conqueror ; London, 1861. 

Fac-Similes of National Manuscripts from William the 
Conqueror to Queen Anne. Selected under the direction of 
the Master of the Rolls, and Photozincographed by com¬ 
mand of H. M. Queen Victoria, by Col. Sir Henry James, 
R. E., Director of the Ordnance Survey—in three volumes ; 
Ordnance Survey Office, Southampton, 1865. 

Fac-Similes of National Manuscripts of Scotland. — 
Selected under the direction of the Right Hon. Sir Wm. 
Gibson Craig, Bart., (Lord Clerk Register of Scotland), and 
Photozincographed by command of H. M. Queen Victoria^ 


Digitized by Goosle 


Origiiai from 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 



Generated at Washington University in St. Louis on 2020-08-31 21:36 GMT / https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.32044090130964 

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust. 0 rg/access_use#pd-g 00 gle 


AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. 7 q 

by Col. Sir Henry James, R.E., Director of the Ordnance 
Survey. Ordnance Survey Office, Southampton, 1867. 

Fac-Similes of the National MSS. of Ireland. Made by 
•command of Her Majesty Queen Victoria. Photozinco* 
graphed from the original Vellum MSS. by Major-Gei.eral 
Sir Henry James, R.E., F.R.S., and issued from the Public 
Record Office. Dublin, 1874. 

Early and Rare Editions of Btbles, Prayer Books and 
Psalters, 

No department was more valuable and interesting than 
this. Besides the Guttenburg Bible, the New Testament on 
vellum in MS., and the early “Psalms of David” (1471), 
already noticed, we may record some of the most note¬ 
worthy :— 

Biblia Sacra. Black letter, rubricated. Johannem Fro- 
ben. Basilien, 1495. 

Biblia Sacra Latina. (Jacob Sacon.) Lugduni (Lyons), 

1511. 

A Black-Letter Latin Bible, 1521. 

Psalterium Sextuplex ; ornamental initials. Hebrew, 
Greek and Latin. Sebastianns Gryphins, Lyons, 1530. 

Matutina Surrectio; or, A Latin Version of the New 
Testament. R, StepJianus, Paris, 1531. 

Coverdale Bible, 1535. 

Bibliorum Sacrorum translatio duplex, vetus et nova, cum 
locupletissimis an notation ibus, etc. Roberti Stephani, Ant- 
werpiaB, 1543. 

Novum Testamentum Graecum. Lutetiae, (Paris), 1546. 
Biblia. BartholmcBi Gravii, Lovanii, 1547. This is the 
first Louvain edition according to the recension of Hente- 
nius, as approved by the Doctors of Louvain, and is very 

rare. 

Eliot’s Indian Bible, 1685. This is a treasure of which 
It has been said, “ to possess it, I would gladly exchange 
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every bauble to be found in the hands of all the antiquaries 
of the earth.” Of the edition of 1663, only 26 copies are 
known on this continent, of which the late Mr. Brindley 
owned three. It is an odd coincidence, that there arc alsa 
exactly 26 copies known to exist of the 1685 edition. A 
thousand dollars in g[old has been offered and refused for 
this rare and curious book. The volume exhibited was the 
1685 edition. The language is extinct, and Dr. Trumbull, 
who brought this gem to Montreal, is supposed to be the 
only person now living, who can read it. 

We may add : King James’ Version (1556), Geneva Bible, 
(1569), New Testament, [Beza,] 1567; several copies of 
Breeches Bible, the Cambridge, Strasburg, Oxford, and 
many other rare editions ; and the following extremely 
interesting and unique copies exhibited by Mr. Irwin, 
Oswego : 

Specimen volumes of the Gibb’s Bible. Being Kitto’s 
text enlarged to 63 volumes folio, by the inlaying of many 
thousands rare and curious engravings, and containing ex¬ 
amples of all the engravers of prominence, from the time of 
Wolgemuth to the beginning of the present century. 

Specimen volume of the Reeves Bible. Enlarged to i J 
vols., quarto, by the inlaying of some 3,000 engravings by 
the old masters. 

We have pleasure in noting the very full exhibition of 
Shakespeare and Shakesperiana, 
including the first folio edition, 1632; 2nd, 1663 ; 3rd, 1664^ 
and 4th, 1685 ; and other rare and valuable editions, includ¬ 
ing Boydell’s Illustrated, also in folio, and a large number 
of works having reference to the poet and his writings. 

Irish Manuscripts, 

We must not omit to mention the exquisite collection of 
MSS. and printed books in the Irish character, which were 
exhibited by Mr. Edward Murphy. 
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Books and Newspapers relating to Canada, 

The exhibition under this head, so far exceeded expecta¬ 
tion, that it has not been possible to clas!>ify them in time 
for the present number. As it will be found to be very full 
of interest, we postpone our notice until the next number of 
The Antiquarian, with a view of rendering the record as 
complete as possible. 

Numismatics a^id A rchceology. 

Some excessively rare books in this department were on 
view, but as they legitimately belong to the work of the 
Society, we reserve them also for future notice. 

Manuscripts, Curious Specimens of Writing, Maps, Prints, 
&c., relating to Canada, 

A large number of extremely interesting documents and 
deeds connected with early Canadian history, were shewn, 
and we regret that we are unable to devote to them a more 
extended review. Mr. Gerald E. Hart and the Laval Uni¬ 
versity were the largest exhibitors in this department. 

Coins and Medals, 

Although scarcely coming within the original idea of the 
Exhibition, the exhibit was a very fine one. The large and 
carefully arranged collection of Mr. R. W. McLachlan, was 
the subject of general admiration. 

Prints and Engravings, 

The exhibition was unusually fine, and secured the atten¬ 
tion of visitors in a marked deegree. Starting with a num¬ 
ber of choice specimens by Albert Durer, (the father of the 
art,) it may be said that the succession, down to the present 
time, was unbroken, all the principal masters being repre¬ 
sented. 

Mechanical Operations, 

Links between the literary and Art treasures of the Ex¬ 
hibition in the mechanical operations, were also on view. 
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Under this head we may include type casting, printing bjr 
a treadle press, lithographic printing and bookbinding. 

The Dominion Type Foundry well illustrated the former 
in four processes : 1st, the casting of the type at the rate of 
about five pounds per hour ; 2nd, the breaking of the “ jet*^ 
or rough edge of the type ; 3rd, the polishing ; and 4th, the 
preparing and arranging of the type for packing. 

A “ Peerless *’ treadle machine was in operation, and a 
simple and effectual one it appeared to be. 

As a specimen of the printing of 1877, struck off by the 
“ Peerless ” press referred to, and also as a poetical tribute 
to the occasion, the following lines in its honor were com¬ 
posed by Mr. H. Mott, the President of the Numismatic and 
Antiquarian Society : 

Behold this treasury of glorious things, 

This shrine of genius, this enehanting place, 

Where every Muse some precious tribute brings 
Of blended beauty, dignity and grace! 

Enter with calm and reverential heart, 

With earnest purpose and unclouded mind, 

So that thy soul, amid transcendent art. 

May feel at once refreshed, exalted and refined. 

While sounds of welcome linger in the ear, 

Let’s thread this wondrous wilderness of charms, 

And wisely ponder o’er each object here. 

That elevates, and fascinates and warms, 

Lovely creations, which in happiest hour. 

The painter’s hand has o’er the canvas thrown, 

And gracetul marvels that the sculptor's power, 

Has fashioned in his mind, and conjured from the stonOi 

Ye mighty masters of the kindred art, 

Ye matchless wizards of the earlier day. 

From earthly things and earthly thoughts apart. 

What grandeur did your faciilities display ! 

Lofty conceptions did your souls pervade, 

And took immortal shapes at your command, 

While reverential feeling moved and swayed, 

And silently inspired the cunning of your hancL 
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And have not we, in this our later time, 

Our own magicians, famous and not few,— 

The bold, the graceful, even the sublime, 

The sweetly tender, and the grandly true ? 

^mid the walks of intermingled life 

We make our study, find our pictures there, 

And send imagination, richly rife 

With germs of glorious thought, into a holier air. 

•O Genius ! whose mysterious powers ally 
The restless spirit with serenest things. 

That purify the heart, and lift on high 
Our aspirations, as on heavenward wings, 

A worthy purpose doth pertain to thee, 

A noble and a hopeful task is thine. 

To set our natures from low passions free, 

And give our souls a glimpse of realms divine. 

Music, with stirring, or consoling tones ; 

Painting, with all thy harmony of hues ; 

Sculpture, that sitteth upon marble thrones, 

And thou, not least of these, poetic Muse,— 

If ye from earth at once were swept away, 

With all the memory of your magic powers. 

And all the fires of genius to decay, 

0, what a priceless loss, what a sad world were ours I 

'This may not be ; for ye shall more and more 
Expand in kindred majesty and grace. 

And mingle with each other mighty lore. 

To cheer, exalt and bless the human race. 

He who inspired the great ones of the past. 

By whom all good and bounteous things were given ; 
Will deign to leave his children till the last, 

This still increasing dower, this one foretaste of Heaven. 

^Praise to the men of energy who planned 

This princely place, this treasure-crowded hall! 

Praise to the friendly ones throughout the land 
Who promptly answered to a noble call! 

And when these riches, which improve the heart. 

Are to their wonted places back consigned, 

-May this transcendent spectacle of art 

Be mirrored in our souls, leaving its light behind. 
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Lithographic printing was also shown by Messrs. George 
Bishop & Co., and the process was a great attraction. 

Book-binding—This branch of industiy was practically 
illustrated by operatives from Messrs. Dawson Brothers* 
establishment. The departments of labor illustrated were r 
1st, the “forwarding branch.** by which the edges of the 
book are cut and the covers j)ressed into shape. Next, there 
is the “marbling ” table, upon which the colors are laid for 
“marbling** the edges of the books. Then comes the 
“ finishing ** department, after which the volume is complete 
and ready for perusal. The motto of the trade is apt and 
characteristic : “ We bind to protect the knowledge of the 
past for the benefit of the future.” 

The Committee take this opportunity of conveying their 
thanks to the gentlemen who kindly took charge of this 
mechanical department ; to Col. A. A. Stevenson and Mr^ 
F. W. A. Osborne of the Dominion Type Founding Co., 
who superintended it, and to Mr. Bishop and Messrs. Daw¬ 
son Brothers for their valuable co-operation, rendering the 
exhibition in their respective branches of art, perfect and 
altogether successful. 

As we premised at the outset, we feel confident that we 
have passed over many items of interest, and we can only 
recapitulate a few of the rarest and most valued of the trea¬ 
sures on exhibition, assuring our readers that it has been no 
light task to attempt an analysis with a view of condensing 
it within our limits. 

We may add, in brief, that in this very valuable gathering 
of the triumphs of the printer’s art, we had the opportunity 
of seeing many of the very rarest and most costly speci¬ 
mens. We had the first completed printed book in the “ Gut- 
tenburg Bible,” 1455 ; the first book dated, the first pageef 
book] there were 12 printed books prior to Caxton*s first 
English work ; 4 of Caxton’s own books were there, includ¬ 
ing/w/*/;*//// a/ i?i England, (1477), “The Dictes 
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and Sayings of the Philosophers/* which was represented in 
fac-simile. There were the “ Editio princeps ’* of Euclidy 
Petrarchy Plutarchy Don QnixotCy Hooker's Ecclesiasiial 
Polityy Miltons Paradise Lost. Bunyans Pilgrim's Progress^ 
Butler's HudibraSy Drydat's Virgtly Bishop Burnet's History^ 
and Johnson's Dictionary in two folio volumes. The first 
English Bible was there too, (the Coverdale), and the first 
English edition of the Psalms of Davids the first edition of 
ShakespearCy (162J) ; Eliot's Indian Bibley (i68j); DeBry's 
Americay Smith's History of Virginiay Audubon's Birds of 
America; such quaint and almost forgotten books as Sir 
Philip Sidney’s “Arcadia,** John Evelyn’s “ Sylva/* John 
Selden*s “ Fleta,** and Daniel Defoe’s “True Born English¬ 
man/* were met together. 

We had the Bay Psalm Booky the first book printed on 
this continent; and not the least in interest, was the extra¬ 
ordinary full exhibition of books and newspapers relating 
to Canada. The first books printed in Montreal and Quebec 
were to be seen, and (we believe), every edition of the early 
Voyages and Travels in “ Nouvelle France ” were repre¬ 
sented. These, as we have already said, we shall take a 
future opportunity of noticing in extenso. And last, though 
not least of objects of interest, were the “ Life of the Prince 
Consort,** and “ Our Life in the Highlands,** by the Queen, 
with this autograph inscription, “ Presented to the Library 
of the Laval University, Quebec, in memory of her great 
and good husband, by his broken-hearted widow, Victoria 
R.** Another copy of these works was presented by Her 
Majesty to the Library of McGill College in this city. 

We desire to return our thanks to the many friends who 
assisted the Committee in the Exhibition, to those who so 
generously loaned treasures of such inestimable value. Not 
only did private individuals spontaneously offer their co¬ 
operation, but it will be seen by the “ Index to Contribu¬ 
tors/* in the Catalogue, that all our public institutions were 
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fully represented. To one and all, we say in the words of 
Shakespeare :— 

“ We can no other answer make, but, thanks. 

And thanks.” 

Thanks ! for having enabled us to make such an exhibition^ 
as without exaggeration, we may claim to have been the 
most valuable ever collected in Montreal. One point of 
regret alone is connected with it; one, which we suppose, 
will lead many to believe it was a failure, “ it did not pay.” 
To those of our citizens who did not favor us with their 
countenance, we may say, that they are not good evidence 
in the case ; while those who did attend, many of them day 
after day, can testify, that in every other point of view, it 
was not only a success, but a triumph. 

As to its usefulness, who will question it } We know now 
more of the rise and history of the Art of Printing, than 
we ever dreamed of before. We had no conception of the 
vast extent over which the art had been spread ; how wan¬ 
dering, as well as rapid, had been the strides of its progress. 
Though not unacquainted with so much of its early history 
as concerned its rise and reception in the Kingdoms of 
France, Spain, Germany, Italy, &c., and aware that it had 
long been known and practised in the northern parts of 
Europe, and also among the sequestered valleys of Switzer¬ 
land ; our knowledge of these particulars was still loose and 
imperfect. As for China—how few of us knew that the 
European mode of printing was in use there more than two 
centuries and a half ago; that it had been practised in 
more than one of the islands of Japan ; in the Philippines, 
the Azores, in Ceylon, in the Balearic Isles, in Armenia, in 
Macedonia, on Mount Libanus, in Iceland, and in Otaheite; 
that it was known both in the northern and southern parts 
of Africa, at Cairo and the Cape of Good Hope ; that it 
visited the new world at a very early period after its discov- 
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cry, ; that it was in Mexico before it was in Ireland ; in 
Peru, in the West India Islands, in the British settlements 
of North America ; and, finally, that it had transplanted it¬ 
self to the shores of the newly discovered continent, and 
has taken root and is flourishing at Sydney, New Zealand, 
Van Dieman’s Land, and our young sister Confederation of 
Trans-Vaal. 

To those who do not care about such matters, we can 
only address the expressive language of Linnaeus, who, when 
his painful endurance of the toils and privations attendant 
on a pilgrimage through the Arctic snows, in pursuit of his 
favorite study, (the beauteous wonders of the vegetable cre¬ 
ation,) was met by ignorance, complaining that the produc¬ 
tions of the crop of Lapland, wanted the colours and lux¬ 
uriance of those nourished under the warmth of a tropical 
sun,—contented himself with simply answering : 

*• Quod si luB plantcB tibi videantur viliores^ ex isiis scopulis 
quibus erant tnfixce utinam petiisses ipse!' 

Nay, nor let us rest here ; nor concede so much to the 
opinion of such persons, as admitting the having merely 
brought together a dry and barren heap of names, without 
interest or connection, and from which no kind of knowledge 
can be gained. 

Typography, in its nature and origin, and still more in its 
stupendous results, is a legitimate object of curiosity and 
attention ; and any one who will give to it even a casual 
glance, will perceive with what eager anxiety it was pressed 
into the service of every nation, as soon as it became ac¬ 
quainted with the advantages which so powerful an engine 
offered ; he will find, that the art, having been brought al¬ 
most to perfection in its infancy, (so that, like Minerva, it 
may be said to have sprung to life mature, vigorous, and 
armed for war,^ after being successfully exhibited in Ger¬ 
many. in 1455, was carried to Bohemia in 1461 ; four more 
years saw it in Italy. France and Switzerland were enjoy- 
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ing it in 1470. In the next year it was practised in 
land. Sicily and Hungary possessed it in 1473 J Spain in 
1475 ; Denmark in 1476; the next year brought it to Eng¬ 
land. Portugal enjoyed it in 1489 ; and before the close of 
the iSth century, it had travelled to Constantinople. Scot¬ 
land had it in 1507 ; Sweden in 1510 ; Macedonia in 1515 ; 
the snows of Iceland in 1530. By the year IS 49 . it 
introduced to a new world at Mexico ; in 1551 it was in 
Ireland ; in 1563 in Poland ; in the next year in Russia; in 
1576 in Sardinia. By the year 1582, it had winged its way 
even to Japan. It was in the Azores in 15^3 5 i*' India and 
China in 1590 ; in 1603 in Peru; in 1610 on Mount Liban- 
us; in 1621 in the Philippine Isles; and in 1639 in North 
America. 

Surely these are points not wholly uninteresting or un- 
instructive. They are historical details which many per¬ 
sons may rationally desire to know, and such as no man 
ever needs to feel himself ashamed of knowing. 

It is not possible to convey to each contributor personally 
our thanks for their co-operation, but the Committee and 
every one who had any charge of the Exhibition from first 
to last, desire to convey, their grateful sense of the kindness 
and courtesy with which all responded to their call. 

While, disclaiming any show of preference, they cannot 
refrain from especially returning their thanks to those friends 
in the United States, who out of pure public spirit, and love 
of the general good, generously confided their valued and 
priceless treasures to entire strangers, for the purposes of 
the Committee ; if this alone is the result of the celebration, 
it is well. We may say in the words of Shakespeare: 

“ So be there 'twixt our countries, such a spousal. 

That never may ill office, or fell jealousy. 

Thrust in between the paction of these peoples, 

To make divorce of the incorporate league.'* 

The name of William Caxton, and the results of his great 
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work, to which our brethren of the United States are joint- 
heirs with ourselves, will abide with us as a pleasant mem¬ 
ory. We know the value of the great legacy bequeathed to 
us, in the unfettered printing press, and looking back upon 
what we have conquered, we may also look hopefully for¬ 
ward— 

“ With hearts resolved, and hands prepared. 

The blessings we enjoy, to guard/* 

In conclusion, the Committee repeat, that they look back 
on the Exhibition with pride and satisfaction. They aimed 
at producing one which should be a credit to Montreal. 
This they certainly accomplished. For our good city we 
say, from our hearts, “ Floreat !’* May it continually in¬ 
crease in richness, splendour, and utility. May it grow more 
and more a storehouse of all which is excellent in literature, 
worthy of the great Empire whence we sprang, and of the 
civilized world. 


WILLIAM CAXTON. 


ISTORY records no event in modern times more 
interesting or more important than the inventic.n 
of the art of printing. Of all arts it is that which 
has conduced most to the spread of knowledge, 
and to the perpetuation not only of historical facts, but of 
the best thoughts of the human mind, and, consequently, to 
the education of the human race. When manuscripts were 
the sole records of man’s thought and deed, many a noble 
deed and many a lofty thought were all but stillborn, because 
they found no record, or, if written down, passed, for the 
most part into speedy oblivion. When the press came to 
supplement the pen, the entire condition of thought and 
action became changed, and society, at least that section of 
society which thinks and acts, underwent a gradual but a 
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sure and complete revolution. The advent of printing was, 
in fact, the dawn of <1 new day—the shining forth of a light 
never to be extinguished upon a world of intellectual and 
moral darkness. To the printer’s art is owing more, than 
to any other material cause, that advance in civilization 
among the Western nations, and that progress in arts, scien¬ 
ces, literature, and philosophy, which characterise the pre¬ 
sent period. 

Many personssuppose that printing sprang into existence at 
once, taking the world, as it were, by storm. Nothing of the 
kind. Like all great inventions and discoveries, it had for 
a long time to grope in the dark and feel its way before it 
could fairly find a footing. The first attempts were simple 
and rude enough—the mere stamping of certain grotesque 
marks or characters upon bales or packages of goods, to en¬ 
sure their indentification and point out their ownership. It 
may well have been this practice of stamping the goods of 
the merchant that suggested the cutting of rude pictures and 
passages of Scripture upon blocks of wood, impressions 
from which were common in Germany for a considerable time 
before printing with types began to be practised. Such im¬ 
pressions, when bound together, formed what are called 

block books,” some of which are still preserved, one of 
them, known as “ Biblia Pauperum,” or Book of the Poor, 
being well known to collectors. Again, they were playing- 
cards in use even before the block books, and though many 
makers of such cards produced them by a sort of stencilling 
process, it is pretty clear that vast numbers of them, manu¬ 
factured in Venice, were faced with impressions from wood 
blocks. Further, there were in use for generations before 
Faust or Guttenburg appeared on the scene, small sheets or 
leaves bearing impressions from blocks, which set forth the 
simple elements of grammar, and these little manuals by 
Donatus were put into the hands of children at school. The 
first man, however he was (and that question is not likely to 
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be settled), who conceived the idea of substituting movable 
characters instead of the solid block, he it was who really 
laid the foundation of printing, and may be fairly said to 
have invented the art. Whose was the original idea we do not 
know, but we do know that it was Guttenburg who first 
brought it to a practical issue, and he has reaped in reputation 
his merited reward. 

But we are not going to write a history of printing. Our 
thoughts are busy with old Caxton, the first English printer, 
whose fourth centenary has just been celebrated, and we 
want to give our readers as good an idea of the man—who 
he was, what he was, what he did, and how he did it—as 
we can do in the limited space allowed us, and with the 
means, all too scanty and rather doubtful as they are, at 
our command. 

William Caxton was born about the year 1412, in the 
Weald of Kent, then a wild district, where a barbarous dia¬ 
lect was spoken, but his parents knew the value of education, 
and contrived to send him to a tolerable school, where he 
seems to have had fair teaching, as well as good moral train¬ 
ing. In after-life he was grateful for the kindness of his 
parents in this respect, expressing himseif in one of his 
quaint prefaces as “ bounden to pray for my father and 
mother’s souls, that in my youth set me to school, by which, 
by the sufferance of God, I get my living I hope truly.’* 

The father of Caxton was the proprietor of land in the 
Weald, and having the means of furthering his son’s fortune, 
apprenticed him, at the age of fifteen, to Robert Large, a 
mercer of the City of London, who afterwards became Lord 
Mayor. It is worth while to take a momentary glance at 
the London to which the young Caxton came in the year 
1428. It was a city of some third of a million people, in¬ 
habiting wooden houses, closely crammed together ; the 
streets not only wanting footways, but without pavement of 
any kind ; without water, save such as was fetched from the 
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river or the wells and springs by water-carriers or by the 
traders’ apprentices ; there was no police by day and no 
light by night, save such as came from the windows of dwel¬ 
lings ; there were no theatres, for there was no drama ; no 
concerts, no lectures, in short, no reasonable entertainment 
of any kind. 

Caxton’s apprenticeship endured, we are told, from his 
fifteenth or sixteenth to his twentieth year. He appears to 
have made good use of his time, and to have improved him¬ 
self, while he fully satisfied his master, who at his death, in 
1441, left him a legacy of twenty marks. At the expiration 
of his apprenticeship he became a citizen of London and 
freeman of the Company of Mercers. We know nothing 
of his doing at this period, but it is evident that he had 
gained by his conduct the goodwill of his townsmen and 
the members of his guild. 

For some reason or other, which can only be guessed at, in 
1441, or thereabouts, Caxton quitted England, and betook 
himself to the Low Countries, where he remained, according 
to his own account, for thirty years, “ for the most part in 
the countries of Brabant, Flanders, Holland and Zealand.*' 
It is vain to inquire what were his occupations during his first 
twenty years in the Netherlands ; that they were in some 
way connected with commerce and the interests of the 
Mercers’ Guild there is reason to suppose ; but even that 
is only a conjecture, and nothing certain in regard to it is 
known. So there is a blank for us in those twenty years of 
Caxton’s life—years which were of portentous interest to 
Englishmen, seeing that they embraced the rebellion of Jack 
Cade, and the whole of the sanguinary Wars of the Roses. 
It is clear, however, though residing abroad, the reputation 
of Caxton stood high at home, for in 1464, Edward IV. issued 
a writ appointing William Caxton and Richard Whitehill his 
special ambassadors and deputies to his cousin the Duke of 
Burgundy, Philip the Good. Caxton had now to attend the 
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court at Bruges, and there, in the “ House of the English,” 
lie is said to have resided for some years. It would appear 



THE HOUSE IN WHICH CAXTON LIVED AT BRUGES, 1468. 

that here his duties were not very onerous, and that he had 
much spare time on his hands ; so, detc.'>ting lazines.s. he set 
about translating a French book written by Raoul le Fevre, 
an ecclesiastic with whom he had probably come in contact 
at court. Duke Philip died in 1467, and was succeeded by 
his son Charles, afterwards surnamed “ tiie Rash.” Within 
a year of his ascension Charles married Margaret, the sister 
of the King of England, an event propitious to Caxton, 
who soon joined the establishment of the new Duchess of 
Burgundy, entering her service at a “yearly fee.” It is evi¬ 
dent that he was favoured by the duchess, who was probab¬ 
ly prepossessed by his simple, straightforward, frank, and 
manly character. One day, while conversing with her on 
various matters, he.happened to mention that he had begun 
a translation of Raoul le Fevre’s “ Histoires de Troyes,” 
but that he had laid it aside, not being able to accomplish 
it to his satisfaction. Margaret desired to see the manu¬ 
script, and having read it, commanded him to proceed with 
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his undertaking, making at the same time some corrections^ 
and giving him hints for the improvement of his style. 

It is most interesting to trace the hirtli and history of 
this book, in some respects the most notable of all books, 
seeing that it is the first book that ever was printed in the 
the Engl’sh language, and that both author and printer was 
England’s first printer, William Caxton. Ea;^er to carry out 
the commands of his honoured mistress, Caxton immediately 
resumed the work of translation ; but he had not now so 
much spare time on his hand, having the duties of English 
consul to perform, as well as various functions connected with 
his service at court. Wh»*n the court moved to Ghent in 
1469, he acompanied it, and made some further progress in 
the translation during his stay in that city ; but the whole of 
the work was not finished until the year 1471—the third book, 
or latter portion of it, being done at Cologne, whither Caxton 
had removed to escape the turmoil attendant on the war 
which had then lately broken out between Louis XI. and the 
Duke of Burgundy. In the epilogue to the second book, we 
read that the translation was begun at Bruges in 1469, was 
continued at Ghent in 1470, and finished at Cologne in 1471 ; 
where, also, in the same year he began and finished the third 
book, which completes the work. Doubtless, while writing 
his book, he made up his mind to avail himself of the art of 
printing, and thus perpetuate his labours by the multipli¬ 
cation of copies ; and, further, he had resolved to print it 
himself, looking forward, we may well suppose, to the day 
when he should carry the printer’s art to his native country. 
There was then residing at Bruges, and exercising the 
printer’s craft, the French nan, Colard Mansion, a name des¬ 
tined to become famous among bibliopoles. To him, it is 
affirmed, Caxton applied for instructiofi in the art. and, 
backed, as he must have been, by court influence, he pro¬ 
bably experienced no great difficulty in obtaining what he 
asked. Be that as it may, it is certain th it the English 
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translation of the “ Histories de Troye,” was printed by 
Caxton at Bru^^es in 1471, the same year in which the manu¬ 
script w’as completed. Considerable activity mu.st have been 



ciD PEiaTiia-PLcss. uaa 


exercised, looking to the then state of the art, to get so large 
a work (nearly 700 pages) through the press in the space of 
little over three months. The title of this memorable book, 
which marks an epoch in history, occupies a whole page, is 
printed in red ink, and runs as follows :—“ Here begynnetK 
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the volume intituled and named the Recuyell of the His- 
toryes of Troye, composed and drawn out of diverce books 
of latyn into frenshe by the right venerable persone and 
worshipful man Raoul le Ffevre, preest and chapelayn unto 
the right noble, glorious and mighty prince /;/ //is tyme Philip^ 
due of Bourgoyne, of Braband, etc., in the yere of the in¬ 
carnation of our Lord God a thousand foure honderd sixty" 



CiiTO::a car i.s HKailinrSTBt 


and foure, and translated and drawn out of frensshe into 
englisshe by William Caxton, mercer of the cyte of London^ 
at the commandment of the right hie mighty and vertuous 
pryncesse hys redoubted lady Margarate, by the grace of 
God, duchesse of Bourgoyne, of Lotryk, of Braband, etca 
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whych sayd translacion and werke was begonne in Brugis, 
in the counteeof Fflaundres, the first day of March the yere 
of the incamacion of our sayd Lord God a thousand foure 
hondred sixty and eyghte, and ended and fynisshed in the 
holy cyte of Colen, the XIX day of septembre the yere of 
our sayd Lord God a thousand four hundred sixty and 
enleven.” 

There are but few copies of the “ Recuyell of the His- 
toryes of Troye,” now in existence, and those, with the 
single exception of some odd leaves in the French National 
Library, are all in England. One fine copy, containing an 
autograph of the queen of Edward IV, and supposed to have 
been presented to her by Caxton himself, was sold in the 
year 1812 for a thousand guineas. Caxton’s own account of 
this, his first production, is given as an epilogue to the 
third book, and is charmingly characteristic of the man. 

Thus ende I this boke,” he says, “ whyche I have tran¬ 
slated after myn auctor as nyghe as God hath gyven me 
connyng, to whom be gyven the laud and preysing. And 
for as moche as in the wry ting of the same my penne is worn, 
myn hande wery and not stedfast, myn eyeri dimed with^ 
overmoche lokying on the whyt paper, and my corage not so 
prone and redy to laboure as hit hath been, and that age 
crepeth on me dayly and feebleth all the bodye, and also 
because I have promysed to dyverce gentilmen and to my 
frendes to addresse to hem as hastely as I myght this sayd 
book ; therefore I have practysed and lerned at my gretc 
charge and dispense to ordeyne this sayd book in prynte 
after the maner and forme as ye may here see, and is not 
wreton with penne and ynke as other bokes ben, to thende 
that every man may have hem attones, for all the books 
of his story, named the Recule of the Historyes of Troye, 
thus enprynted as ye here see, were begonne in oon day, and 
also fynshid in oon day.” Caxton does not mean to say 
here that all the books were begun and finished in one and 
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the same day, as some simple persons have imagined, but 
that all the several copies of the book (some three hundred, 
probably,) were begun on one day and finished on the other 
day, so that when one copy was completed all were completed. 
We know that at this date he was only in his sixtieth year, 
and it seems rather odd that he should complain pathetically 
of age and feebleness when he was just beginning the car¬ 
eer that was to ensure him a perennial reputation, and had 
nearly twenty years of arduous and prosperous labours be¬ 
fore him; but the fact is, in uttering such plaintive murmurs 
he was but following the fashion of the times, and of times 
long anterior. 

Once successful as a printer, it was impossible for Caxton 
to do otherwise than devote himself to the art. With the 
countenance, and, as we may fairly infer, with the assistance 
of the Duchess of Burgundy, he made use of his materials 
(or her materials) in printing other books then in demand. 
One of his first speculations, if not the very first, was the 

Game of Chess,** which, like the Historyes of Troye,** 
was a translation of his own from the French, and which he 
states was “ fynysshed the last day of Marche the yer of our 
Lord God a thousand four hundred and Ixxiiij.** This is at 
.present the rarest of his books, and the only copies of it in 
existence are in England. The “ Game of Chess,** was 
followed by various other works, though what were the titles 
of them we do not care to specify, seeing there has been so 
much disagreement (and no little squabbling) on the question, 
which most of the biographers seem to have settled entirely 
to theT own satisfaction, if not to that of any one besides. 
Enough that Caxton carried on the business of a printer in 
the Low Countries for several years, and that, during a part 
of the time, at least, he sold in the city of Bruges the pro¬ 
duction of his press. 

The date of Caxton*s return to England, furnished with 
types and the numerous materials that were necessary for 
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establishing himself as a printer in London, cannot be ex¬ 
actly determined. He probably arrived there some time in 
1476; but he must have had a great deal to do, and no 
trifling difficulties to encounter, before he was in a condition 
to set to work. There were no workmen in England to whom 
he could look for efficient aid—none, at any rate, sufficiently 
skilled to cast the metal types, or who could make a press fit 
for working. All his materials, therefore, he had to bring 
with him, and we may be sure that he brought over also a 
sufficient staff of experienced workmen, both compositors 
and pressmen, for he would have found it quite impossible 
to train the English artisans of that day, not one in fifty of 
whom could read or write, to the work he was engaged in. 
The type he used in England was made, it would appear, in 
Germany, and it differs materially in character from that of 
his books printed abroad. Of his pres^ses we can form some 
adequate idea from the rude engravings of them which have 
come down to us. They very much resembled the clothes- 
presses of a later day, and we learn from the recorded ex¬ 
perience of a man who endeavoured in vain to set up a prin¬ 
ting-house in England, that, in his case at least, they were 
mere modifications of the Continental wine presses. The 
press of Caxton is tolerably represented in our engraving, 
and must have been but a rude machine, requiring to be 
worked with care and deliberation. It was not until long 
after Caxton's time that the Dutchman Blaew improved the 
press so far as to allow of its being worked at the rate of two 
or three hundred copies an hour. It is likely that fifty or 
sixty copies an hour was as much as could be done with the 
original press. 

The first care of Caxton in coming to England, was to find 
safe harbourage for himself and his undertaking. He must 
have been well aware of the dislike of English workmen for 
foreigners, and must have felt that his design would be com¬ 
pletely frustrated if his Flemish operatives were once brought 
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into hostile collision with the London roughs. This was the 
motive, we imagine, that led him to apply for quarters in 
Westminster Abbey, where, whatever else might happen, he 
would be sure from disturbance by a mob. His application 
to Abbot Esteney was in all likelihood backed by recom¬ 
mendations which would ensure him favourable consideration. 
At any rate, his request was complied with, and he was al¬ 
lowed the accommodation he wanted—if not in the abbey it¬ 
self, yet in its immediate proximity. Dean Stanley reminds 
us that the expression, “ Westminster Abbey,** was at that 
time a much more extensive expression than it is now, and 
meant not merely the church, but the whole precincts, which 
embraced a large circumference round the sacred edifice. It 
was probably in the Almonry that Caxton set up his press, 
in a house which stood over against Saint Ann*s Chapel, in 
which chapel it is supposed certain printing materials were 
stored, while it served as an occasional meeting-place for the 
workmen. Caxton’s house, like other business houses at the 
time, bore a sign by way of distinguishing mark. 

It is now generally admitted that the first book printed by 
Caxton in England was a production of Lord Rivers, one of 
the printer*s earliest patrons, entitled The Dictes and 
notable wyse Sayings of the Phylosophers,** which bears the 
date of 1477, and thus settles, as near as it can now be set¬ 
tled, the much-debated question of the time of his establish¬ 
ment as a printer in England. 

In the preparation of this work Caxton is said to have 
assisted his noble patron by translating a certain portion 
of it and revising the whole. A copy of the work was pre¬ 
sented to King Edward IV., and there is in the Archbishop's 
library at Lambeth a manuscript copy in French, richly il¬ 
luminated, one of the illuminations representing the presen¬ 
tation, from which picture our engraving is taken, where the 
man kneeling by the side of the earl is held to be the printer 
of tlie book. For fifteen years after the above date Caxton 


Digitized by 


Goi 'gle 


Original from 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 



Generated at Washington University in St. Louis on 2020-08-31 21:36 GMT / https://hdl.handle.net/2O27/hvd.3204409O13O964 
Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust. 0 rg/access_use#pd-g 00 gle 


AVD NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. 


lOI 



XORD ElVBES rRMEimSO HI3 BOOK, “PICTM AKD KOTIBL* SAIIKO’I 
OW PHYLOfi0?H£B8 ** 


continued his typographical labours, which consisted in good 
part of the publication of translations ol French books made 
by himself. Among the earliest, however, were two other 
books by the unfortunate Lord Rivers, “ The Moral Proverbs 
of Christine de Pi.sa,” and the book named “ Cordial.” The 
luckless lord was but thirty-six when he wrote the last named 
work, and three years after he was foully put to death by 
Richard III, on a false charge o\ treason. 

We cannot enter into details with regard to the numerous 
publications which issued from Caxton’s press during the re¬ 
mainder of his life. They could hardly have fallen much 
short of a hundred in number ; but it is impossible to say 
how many they really were, or what was the exact order of 
their appearance. We must limit ourselves to noticing some 
of the most remarkable. In 1480 appeared “ The Chronicles 
of England,” a narrative of events from the fabulous period 
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before the Romans down to the time of Edward IV. In the 
same year appeared “ The Description of Britain,” telling 
of the extent of the island, its towns, cities, marvels, etc* 
The following may serve as a specimen of the style of this 
then very useful book : “ At Stonehing besides Salisbury 
there be greate stones and wondrous huge ; and be reared 
on high, as it were gates set upon other gates ; nevertheless 
it is not known clearly nor appreceived how and wherefore 
they be so areared and so wonderful hanged. Then, by way 
of helping his countrymen to a knowledge of other countries, 
he published, in 1482, “ The Polychronicon,” the author of 
which was a monk of Chester, and which was done into Eng¬ 
lish about the time of Edward III., by John de Trevisa, 
Caxton moderriizing the English that it might be better 
understanded. “The Image of .the Mirror of the World,” 
was one of his own translations from the French, in which 
there is an account of the seven liberal arts—how nature 
worketh, and how the earth holdeth him right in the middle 
of the world—with an account, in conclusion, of the celestial 
paradise ; the work is further adorned with cuts, “without 
which,” he says, “ it may not be lightly understood.” One 
of the most popular of the translations was “ The History 
of Reynard the Fox,” which was composed in the tw'elfth 
century by some unknown genius, and is popular to the pre¬ 
sent hour. “ The Subtil History and Fables of Esop,” an¬ 
other of Caxton’s translations, appeared in 1483 ; at the 
end of the fables the tran.slator appends a story of his own, 
admirable for its humour and simplicity, as well as for its 
doctrinal value, but too lengthy for insertion here. Pertiaps 
the most remarkable of Caxton’s books was “ The Golden 
Legend,” printed in double columns, and containing between 
four and five hundred pages largely illustrated with wood- 
cuts, a work which prudent as he was, he was only induced 
to undertake on being guaranteed the sale of a reasonable 
number of copies, and a yearly dole of venison in addition. 
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Before this elaborate work appeared, as we learn from the 
prologue, he had printed a translation of “ Ovid’s Metamor¬ 
phoses,” of which there is now no copy Known to exist. 
Other works of a classical kind were “ The Book of Tully 
on Old Age,” and “ Tullis, his Book of Friendship,” with 
which may be mentioned “ The Book of Eneydos,” a sort of 
historical narrative founded on the epic of Virgil. The book 
^ Cathon,” seems to have been a favourite of Caxton’s “ for 
in my judgment,” he says, “it is best book for to be taught 
to young children in schools, and also to people of every age 
it is full convenient if it be well understanden.” Being a 
great admirer of Chaucer, Caxton printed “ The Canterbury 
Tales,” and on finding afterwards that the copy which he 
had used was incorrect, he procured with no small trouble, 
a correct copy, and printed the whole over again. After the 
publication of the poems of Chaucer came “ The Confessio 
Amanti.s,*’ of Gower, a contemporary of Chaucer, who is 
now much less known to English readers. These books, 
•having never been in print before, must have required care¬ 
ful collation, and preparation, and probably cost as much 
pains, or more, tiian he bestowed on a translation of his own. 

It has been objected to Caxton by many that he printed 
so few religious books ; and Gibbon, the historian, taunts 
him with complying with the vicious tastes of his readers, 
gratifying the nobles with treatises on heraldry, hawking, 
and the game of chess, and amusing the popular credulity 
with romances of famous knights and legends of more 
fabulous saints. The objection is not well founded, for, in 
fact Caxton did print a number of relfgious books, and 
probably quite as many as he could dispose of. The very 
limited catalogue of his works in the British Museum con¬ 
tains the titles of some dozen or more books of a moral 
or religious kind ; and we are justified in believing, from the 
general tenour of his life, that he went as far in this direc¬ 
tion as he prudently could. One of his biographers, the 
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Rev. Mr. Lewis, says of him, “ He expressed a great sense 
of religion, and wrote like one that lived in the fear of God, 
and was very desirous of promoting his honour and glory 
and it is impossible to read Caxton s repeated expressions 
of his own mind and feeling without endorsing this opinion 
of his biographer. We see the frank-hearted, always free¬ 
speaking man constantly, whenever he had any project in 
hand, committing the undertaking to the Divine guidance— 
often putting up a simple prayer that he may be enabled to 
bring the w'ork to a good end, “ to the honour and glory 
of Almighty God.** It is quite true that he did print a con¬ 
siderable number of books of the chivalrous, heroic, and 
romantic kind, and he shows, moreover, by the selection he 
made, and by his remarks concerning them, that he had a 
genuine taste, a true Englishman’s liking, for feats of chivalry 
and dauntless daring, as well as for the details of courtly 
splendour and luxurious display ; and we only say that, for 
our part, we like him none the worse for that. In judging 
him, however, we are bound to take into consideration the 
facts of his position. He was in favour with many of the 
frequenters of the court; they were his first patrons and 
his best, and the constant encouragers of his unwearied 
industry, and he naturally consulted their taste and wishes, 
and supplied them with such books as they would approve 
and pay for; if he had not done so he would certainly have 
forfeited their favour, and perhaps have lapsed into poverty. 
How was it, many have asked, that Caxton, the first English 
printer, did not print the Bible ? The question is a pertinent 
one, seeing that England was then without the Bible, and 
that on the Continent the printing of the Bible had been 
going on from the first discovery of the art, and had produced 
most important results. The answer, however, is not far to 
seek. The Bible at that particular period could not be safely 
printed by any one in England. Caxton knew the feeling of 
the priesthood on this subject quite well. Before he left 
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England—while he was a mercer in the City—he had seen, 
or he might have seen, Lollards and Wickliffites burned at 
the stake in smithfield, and noble ladies doing penance in 
white sheets, for offences ecclesiastical. He knew that the 
promulgation of Wickliffe’s Bible was prohibited by law ; 
and though there were other manuscripts of the Scriptures 
in being, it was impossible for him or any one else to be cer¬ 
tain that these were not made up in part from Wickliffe s 
version ; so that to print any one of them was to run the risk 
of a prosecution that might lead to imprisonment, if not to 
death. 

One of the last works upon which Caxton was engaged 
was entitled “ The Art and Craft to know well how to die,” 
the translation of which from the French he finished on the 
14th of June, 1490. The book begins abruptly, plunging 
at once into the very marrow of the subject : “ When it is 
so,” says the writer, “ that what a man maketh or doeth it 
is made to come to some end, and if the thing be good and 
well made it must needs come 10 some good end ; then by 
better and greater reason every man ought to intend in 
such wise to live in this world, in keeping the commandments 
of God. that he may come to a good end. And then out of 
this world full of wretchedness and tribulations, he may go 
to heaven unto God and his saints, unto joy perdurable.” At 
this time the persevering old printer, who had printed some 
i8,CXX) pages, of which he had himself written several 
thousands, was verging towards fourscore, and in this year 
he buried a relative, Maude Caxton, whom it has been con¬ 
jectured was his wife. At the close of the following year he 
had fulfilled the work allotted him to do, and was peacefully 
gathered to his rest. This date of Caxton s death, says Mr. 
Blades, is confirmed by a manuscript quoted by Ames ; 
** There is wrote down in a very old hand in a Fructus Tem- 
porum of my friend Mr. Bellard of Cambden in Gloucester¬ 
shire, ‘ Of your charitee pray for the soul of Mayster 
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Wyllyam Caxton, that in hys time was a man of moche 
ornate and moche renowned wysdome and connyng and de- 
cessed ful chrystenly, the yere of our Lord mccclxxxxj. 
Moder of Merci bhyld hym fro thorribul fynd, and bryng 
hym to lyff eternall that never hath ynd.’* In the church¬ 
wardens’ account of the parish of St. Margaret, Westminis¬ 
ter, for the year 1492, there is the following entry :— 

“ Item ; atte bureyng of William 

Caxton for iiij torches . . vjs viiid 

Item ; for the belle of same bu¬ 
reyng . vjd.” 

It is recorded of him, too, that he caused a large epitaph 
to be written in the honour of Chaucer—a poet whom he 
praised above all English authors, because he wrote no void 
words, but all his matter was full of meaning. The epitaph 
was inscribed on a tablet and hung on a pillar near the 
poet’s grave in Westminster Abbey. In that same resting 
place we might expect to find the monument of the printer. 
He lies, however, not far off. The busy days of his life 
were spent under its roof, and he was buried in the neigh¬ 
bouring church of St. Margarets. 


Our portrait of Caxton is reproduced from Johnson’s 
** Typographia,” published in 1824, and although its authen¬ 
ticity has been questioned, it has been generally accepted 
as his “ vera effigies.” Through the kindness of Dr. Scad- 
ding of Toronto, we are able to add as an insert, an adver¬ 
tisement, which is characteristic of Caxton. It is remark¬ 
able that the name of the first paper-maker in England is 
handed down to us ; Caxton died before the perfecting 
of this invention, although his immediate successor, Wyn- 
kyn de Wordc used such paper. We conclude with some 
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lines which Charles Knight puts into the mouth of Wynkyn 
de Worde:— 

“ For in this world to reckon every thing 
Pleasure to man, there is none comparable 
As is to read and understanding 

In books of wisdom—they ben so delectable, 

Which sound to virtue, and ben profitable ; 

And all that live such virtue ben full glad 
Books to renew, and cause them to be made. . 

And also of youi charity 'call to remembrance 
The soul of William Caxton, first printer of this book. 

In Latin, at Cologne, himself to advance. 

That every well-disposed man may therein look ; 

And JoHM Tati the younger joy mote (may) be brook. 
Which hath late in England made this paper thin, 

That now in our English this book is printed in.” 

EDITORIAL. 

consequence of its great importance, we have 
increased the present number by 12 pages and 
have devoted it entirely to the Caxton celebra¬ 
tion, having held over .several articles on numis¬ 
matic and other subjects until our next number, in which 
we shall also give a finely executed portrait of Maisonneuve, 
the founder of the City of Montreal. 

—The members of Numismatic andAntiquarianSociety^ 
held their first meeting after the summer recess, on the 
evening of Tuesday, i8th September, which was of more 
than usual interest, as some extremely rare objects were ex¬ 
hibited, amongst the donations to the Society’s collection 
were some official documents on vellum, signed by Catherine 
de Medicis, Philippe Egalite, Due D’Orleans and Napoleon I., 
from Mr. T. D. King ; some seals and documents by Mr. 
Metayer Masselin ; a satirical Medal, (J. S. Tilden,) by Mr. 
Isaac F. Wood of New York, a copy of Dante, (vellum 
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bound,) published at Venice in 1659* t>y Mr. H. Laggatt, etc., 
etc. Amongst the exhibits was one of unprecedented in- 
terest by the Secretary, Mr. Gerald E. Hart, who has re¬ 
cently been fortunate enough to obtain the rarest of all the 
** Bout de Lisle ” Tokens, thus completing his set of 12, this 
set is the only complete one known, Mr. Hart also exhibited 
a very beautiful proof of the rarest of these tokens, un¬ 
dipped, also those the Dummer-Powell Marriage 

Medal, and the extremely rare Owen’s Ropery Token, also 
a Lauzon Ferry Ticket, (in copper,) and a McDermott, St 
John, N. B. Token, in fine condition. 


ERRATA. 

Page 55,—9th line ; for Perma,” read “ Penna.” Page 56,—34th line ; for “Gcbrard, 
read “ Gehrard.” Page 57,—33rd line ; for “engendered by the,’* read “ which engendered. 
Page 58,—18th line ; lor “ along with," read “unlike.” Page 58,—19th line ; “his age, read 
“his name.' Page 58,—32nd line; for “not easily learned,” read “more eadly learnt. 
Pstge 58,—34th line ; for “of a long genius,” read “of their genius." Page 60, 20th line : 
after “Dutch,” add “discoveries.” Page 60,—33rd line; for “ DeBray,” read “ DeBiy. 
Page 63,—4th line; for “of what subject, or rather of what study they treated,” read ‘ of 
what love, or rather of w'hat worship they had been the objects.” Page 72,—23rd line ; for 
** Dirinorum,” read “ Divinorum." Page 72,—31st line ; for “Grantiani," read “ Gratiani. 
Page 80,— nth line ; for “ 1556," read “ 1611.” 
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VoL. VI. Montreal, January, 187J. No. 3. 


MONTREAL AND ITS FOUNDER, 
MAISONNEUVE. 

HEN Jacques Cartier, with his enterprising band, 
ascended the River St. Lawrence in 1535, his pen¬ 
etrating mind at once detected the future impor¬ 
tance of the beautiful island which was to become 
the centre of a vast civilization in this northern region. The 
aborigines—no mean observers of the picturesque, had already 
built here a village known as Hochela^a. The island itself 
was called Tiatiake.wWxch being interpreted is “ Beaver Dam.’* 
Standing at the confluence of the Ottawa and St. Lawrence 
rivers, even at the time of Cartier it was a place of no in¬ 
considerable import«ince to the Indian, as affording him an 
abundance of game, and fish inexhaustible, as well as peltry 
of the choicest description. The village of Hochelaga stood 
upon a lovely esplanade sloping to the river which swept by, 
bearing to the ocean the mighty waters of the great Western 
Lakes, making a highway to the east and the west for his 
birch canoe, and being in itself an aid and a defence. In 
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the rear arose the mountain, known subsequently as Mont 
Real, which sheltered it from the cold blasts of the north. 
Cartier was the first to raise a European Flag upon this 
Mountain, which must have seemed a strange ceremony to 
the simple savages, who had so long been the sole occupants 
of the whole region. 

But although the island was visited by Cartier, October 
2nd, 153s, and subsequently by Champlain in 1609, nothing 
was done towards a settlement until 1641, when a little band^ 
of 45 persons, commanded by Paul Chomedey, Sieur de 
Maisonneuve, “ a devout Christian, an able statesman, and 
a valiant soldier,*' left France to found a colony on the Island 
of Montreal. 

They arrived at Quebec, however, too late in the season 
to proceed with their project, and after many obstacles and 
hardships, the little company left'Quebec, on 8th May, 1642,. 
and on the 17th, the flotilla approached Montreal, and all on 
board raised a hymn of praise. The following day, (May 
18th,) was the birth-day of Montreal. 

The record of that first day is faithfully preserved, and 
what is of remarkable interest at this time, the very spot on 
which the little company landed is unmistakably pointed out> 
the site being now covered by the Royal Insurance Com¬ 
pany’s Building, the Custom House of to-day. 

“ Montmagny (the Governor,) was there to deliver the 
island, on behalf of the Company of the “ One Hundred 
Associates.” Here, too, was Father Vimont, Superior of the 
Missions. The pinnace glided along the green and solitary 
shores, now thronged with the life of a busy city, and landed 
on the spot which Champlain, over 30 years before, had 
chosen as the fit site for a settlement. It was a tongue, or 
triangle of land, formed by the junction of a rivulet with the 
St. Lawrence. This rivulet was bordered by a meadow, and 
beyond rose the forest with its vanguard of scattered trees. 
Early spring flowers were blooming in the young grass,, and 
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the birds flitted among the boughs. Maisonneuve sprang 
•ashore, and fell on his knees, his followers imitated his ex¬ 
ample, and all joined their voices in songs of thanksgiving. 
Tents, baggage, arms and stores were landed. An altar was* 
raised on a pleasant place near at hand ; and Mademoiselle 
Mance, with Madame de la Peltrie, aided by her servant 
Charlotte Barre, decorated it with a taste which was the 
.admiration of all beholders. Nowall the company gathered 
before the shrine. Here were the ladies with their servant ; 
Montmagny no willing spectator; and Maisonneuve, a war¬ 
like figure, erect and tall, his men clustering around him,— 
soldiers, sailors, artisans and laborers—all alike soldiers at 
need. They knelt in reverent silence as the Host was 
raised aloft, and when the rite was over, the priest turned 
and addressed them : ‘‘You are a grain of mustard seed, 
that shall rise and grow until its branches overshadow the 
land. You are few, but your work is the work of God, His 
smile is on you, and your children shall fill the land.’' The 
afternoon waned, the sun sank behind the western forest, and 
night came on. Fire-flies were twinkling over the darkened 
meadow, they caught them, tied them with thread into shin¬ 
ing festouns, and hung them before the altar. Then they 
pitched their tents, lighted their fires, static)ned their guards, 
and lay down to rest. Such was the birth-night of Montreal.” 

The following morning they proceeded to form their en¬ 
campment, the first tree being felled by Maisonneuve. They 
worked with such energy that by the evening they had 
erected a strong palisade, and had covered their altar with 
a roof formed of bark. 

It was some time after their arrival before their enemies, 
the Indians, were made aware of it, and they had improved 
the time by building some substantial houses, and in strength¬ 
ening their fortifications. To recount the struggles of the 
early colonists would be a repetition of the history of every 
'City or town founded^ in the midst of a savage country. 
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Attacks by Indians, disease, disputes, and all the accompani¬ 
ments of such an enterprise, were alike the lot of the 
Founders of Montreal. 

Many obstacles presented themselves before the expedition 
left France, and subsequently after its arrival at Quebec, but 
Maisonneuve appears to have been inflexible, and expressed 
his determination to found the colony at Montreal, “ even if 
every tree on the island were an Iroquois.” 

It has now ceased to be “ Debatable Land,” but here the 
issues of battle have been sorely contested. Down the river 
and its tributaries, the Indians propelled the birch canoe, 
where now mighty ships ride at anchor. Here the gallant 
courtier of France laid aside the frivolities of fete and tourney, 
and found braver delight in confronting real, rather than 
fictitious dangers, laying here, with statesmanlike sagacity, 
the foundations of an empire, which to him and his country 
was to be a Macbeth crown, no heir of his wearing the cir¬ 
clet of sovereignty. 

Through the courtesy of P. S. Murphy, Esq., we have 
much pleasure in presenting our subscribers with the accom¬ 
panying portrait of Maisonneuve the founder of the City of 
Montreal. 


COUNT FRONTENAC AND NEW FRANCE. 



|T is gratifying to find that Canadian history, has 
of late years, received more and more attention, 
and the records of “ Nouvelle France ” have been 
turned to with an ever increasing interest; we re¬ 
think that Voltaire’s dictum of Canada being 
only “ a few arpents of snow,” has gone out of fashion, and 
we are now sensible of the fact that our early history is 
second to none in attractiveness; if regarded simply as a 
record of endurance and indomitable courage, of faith and 
self-reliance, it is full of useful lessons to us, while to the 


joice to 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 



Generated at Washington University in St. Louis on 2020-08-31 21:36 GMT / https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.32044090130964 

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust. 0 rg/access_use#pd-g 00 gle 


AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. II3 

student it is scarcely possible to over-estimate its value, from 
a careful perusal of the “ moving^ accidents by flood and 
field,*' suffered by the pioneers, we learn what a brave race 
they were, and how we may all well be proud of our country 
of to-day, which, 

“ Like a beacon on a mountain top, 

Seen of the nations, doth illume the world.” 

With these sentiments, we heartily welcome,—“ Count 
Frontenac and New France under Louis XIV.” Hy Francis 
Parkman, Author of “ Pioneers of France in the New World,” 
&c., &c., forming the fifth part of his series of historical nar¬ 
ratives. It will be received with pleasure by every one who 
has had the privilege of reading his previous v»)luines, and it 
fully sustains the reputation of the author. The New York 
Nation, in a recent article, declared that Harvard University, 
since the date of Francis Parkman s graduation in 1844. can 
show no graduate of sufficient eminence in literature to be 
named with him. It is worthy of note that from the bosom 
of Harvard have come forth the most distinguished historical 
writers which America has produced—Bancroft, Prescott, 
Motley, and Parkman. Bancroft took for his subject his own 
country. Prescott was attracted by the imposing grandeur 
of Spain. Motley saw in Holland and the robust vigour of 
the Dutch that which won his devotion and stimulated his 
genius. And Parkman noticed in the French race colon¬ 
izing this continent, in the courageous enthusiasm and love 
of adventure shown by its priests, nobles and soldiers, that 
which commanded his admiration and gave a controlling pur¬ 
pose to his life. We deem it fortunate for Canada that a 
writer of Mr. Parkman’s qualities and attainments should 
have made her history a special study-work. We learn from 
his present, preface that at the age of eighteen he formed a 
purpose of writing on French American history. And for 
nearly forty years he has held by that purpose of his young 
manhood, notwithstanding the obstacle of impaired sight^ 
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which compelled him to do his writing by amanuenses, and 
for considerable intervals to suspend active literary work. 
In his early manhood he stayed among the Indians of the 
far West for several months for the purpose of studying their 
habits. For all persons who take an interest in the history 
of Canada, Mr. Parkman’s works are invaluable. His re¬ 
sources have been larger than those of any other writer who 
has entered this field. By personal visits to localities, and 
investigations made there—by his access personally or by 
competent agents to archives in Europe and America—by 
extensive correspondence carried on for thirty years past in 
the interest of his special work, he has amassed an amount 
of information not previously available as a whole by any 
writer whatever. Information will be found in his pages con¬ 
cerning the early history of Canada which has never been 
made public before, and which never would have seen the 
light had it not been for the persevering enquiry into facts 
and veracity in stating them, which only a writer who had 
no partial ends to serve could have carried on or carried out. 
The book before us relates to Count Frontenac, and covers 
a period of about eighty years—1620 to the dawn of the eigh¬ 
teenth century. It was a stirring time, and the events of his 
period are skilfully grouped round the Count, whom our 
author pronounces “ the most remarkable man who ever re¬ 
presented the crown oi France in the New World.” A soldier 
of distinction, he was commissioned by Louis XIV., to New 
France as governor. He went to his distant and arduous 
f)ost of service, leaving his wife behind him in France. She 
,had no desire to accompany her husband to Canada. She 
.cared little for New France, and not much more for her 
•husband, whom, however, she sometimes served by her pre¬ 
sence and pleading with high functionaries at home. Fron¬ 
tenac was an able, self-willed man, liable to storms of passion, 
and likely to raise storms with others if he was opposed. 
His policy in administration was vigorous and effective, but 
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he had enemies of his own race in Canada, high in rank and 
influence, with whom he frequently quarrelled and by whom 
he was freely criticised and complained of to the King and 
his Minister. This led to his recall after ten years’ service. 

His way of dealing with persons may be judged from his 
citation of Perrot, Governor of Montreal, to appear before 
him at Quebec to give an account of his conduct in relation 
to the Coureurs de bois. Perrot, persuaded by the Abbe 
Fenelon, consented to go. Perrot and the priest started to¬ 
gether on a mid-winter journey to Quebec, walking on snow- 
shoes. The result was imprisonment for Perrot, guards 
placed over him day and night, and one of the Coureurs de 
bois, with whom he had been implicated, hanged before his 
prison window. Growing out of this came, some time after, 
the trial of the Abbe Fenelon, at which there was some 
angry word-fencing between Frontenac and the priest. 
Fenelon claimed his priest’s right to be seated while answer¬ 
ing questions, while Frontenac insisted that he should stand 
as others. The result was imprisonment of the Abb6 also 
—a sort of honourable imprisonment, A man of such stern 
methods was sure to make enemies, and he was recalled. 
But, after one, and then another successor, were tried and 
found inadequate to the duty, Frontenac was re-commission- 
ed as Governor of New France, after an interval of ten 
years. At this time he was in his seventieth year. He went 
to a hard task when he returned to Canada, but his energy 
and audacity were equal to the occasion. He had influential 
enemies. He had to watch and conquer, if possible, the 
English colonists of New England and New York; and he 
had the various tribes of Indians to look after. The Iro¬ 
quois were the dread and scourge of Canada, and he had to 
watch them and fight them. With the other Indian tribes 
he had to maintain friendly relations for the sake of the trade 
they brought to the colony and the benefit of their alliance 
in war.. How all this was done is finely told in Mr. Park- 
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man’s pa^^es, from which we should make extracts if space 
permitted. If Frontenac failed in raisinj^ New France into 
the pv)sition of a controlling^ power in North America, it was 
because no man could succeed under the condition imposed. 
The l^ourbon policy in France, carried into America, doomed 
French colonisation to failure. Frontenac died at his post 
in his seventy eighth year, in full possession of his faculties. 
A g^lowini^^ eulogy was pronounced by Father Gov’er, a 
Recollet, which, however, was severely commented on by one 
of liis enemies. “ In spite of Father Goyer,” says Mr^ 
Parkman, '* greatness must be denied him ; but a more re¬ 
markable figure in its bold and salient individuality and 
sharply marked light ami shadow is nowhere seen in Ameri¬ 
can histor)’.” 

It is possible that some exceptions may be taken and pro¬ 
test may be made against some portions of Mr. Parkman’s 
book, but protest deserves no consideration, unless supported 
by evidence. The author does his work, in a true historic 
spirit, not feeling in any way responsible for the facts, but 
only for honesty in presenting them. Mr. Parkman writes 
in the interest of no sect or party, but for those who seek to 
know the actual truth of history. 

The third chapter of this volume is es[)ecially interesting^ 
with reference to the arrest of Pci rot and the extinction of 
the “ Conreurs dc bois'd or bush rangers. On the imprison¬ 
ment of Perrot, “ Frontenac made choice of one La 
Nouguere, a retired officer, whom he knew that he could 
trust, and sent him to Montreal, to command in place of its 
captive Governor.” 

Our interest in this portion of the book, is enhanced by 
the fact, that the commission to La Nouguere, signed by 
Frontenac, w-ith seal attached, (in the possession of Mr. 
Gerald E. Hart, of this City,) not only confirms this part 
of the work, but shouts conclusively the state of feeling which 
<;xisted between Frontenac and the St. Sulpitians, inferring 
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-as it does th: necessity of having a properly organized 
militia system, that the clerical power might acknowledge 
their subserviency to France, which they were fast forgetting, 
and which is so plainly shown by the pleasing and truthful 
pen of Mr. Parkman, throughout the Volume, we append a 
copy of this important document:— 

Xii CoMTi Di Fro.vtknac, Conseiller du Roy en ses ConseiU, Goiiuerneur 
et LieutenaDt G6ii4ral pour Sa Majeste en Canada, Acadie. Isle 
de Terreneuve, et autre Pais de la france Septentrionale. 

Ebtaiit necessairo de Cr^eret establier un Capitainede la Milice de la Ville 
-et Isle de Montreal soubs I’authorit^ du gouverneur particulier dTcelle, pour 
Pexercer dans le maniement des armes, et la mettre en Estat de se mieux 
•deffendre en cas d’attaque contre les Ennemis, Nous auons commts et 
estably, le Sr. Le Moyne en la dicte qualite de Capitaine, pour soubir 
I’anthorit^ du dit Gouverneur particulier, commander & la Milice de la dite 
Tille et Isle, auquel nous Enjoignons d'auoir soin de faire faire I’Exercice 
Aox habitans dTcelle de plus souuent quil se pourra, et au moins tout les 
mois une fois ou deux, de prendre garde quils tienneut leurs armes eu bon 
-estat, d’Empescher autant quil sera en luy quiU no les traitent et ne sen 
•deffassent, et dy faire executer tous les orders qui luy seront par nous donnez, 
«8tant assure de sa fidelity au Service du Hoy dont il a donn4 plusieurs 
preuves en diverses rencontre, comme aussy de sa valour et expcriance au 
&ut des armes Si donnons en maudement au Sr. de la Nouguere commandant 
presentement en lad Ville et Isle de Montreal, Qu’il ait j^le faire recon- 
Aoistre en la d qualite par les habitans de ladite Isle, aux quels nous 
Enjoignons de luy obeir en tout ce qui regardera le fait de lad charge, a 
peine de desobeissance, de ce faire luy donnons plain pouuoir et authority 
on vertu de celle a nous donne par Sa Majesty. En tesmoin de quoy nous 
muons sign6 ces pntes, a Icelles fait apposer le sceau de nos armes, et 
contresigner par Pun de nos secretaires, Donn4 a Quebec le vingt quatre 
Jour d’Auril M. Vic. soixante quatorze. 

FRONTENAC. 

[SiAL ] Par Monscigneur, 

B. Cbasbiur. 

Kotxoi. —Le Sceau dc Frontenac reproduit sur le document original 
oous laisse appercevoir sans indication ds fond heraldique, colors du blason ; 
4 |ue les armes de cette famille 4taieLt caracterise^ par une dextrocherd, 
ou bras droit levant en Pair une 6pee, La couronno est celle de comte 
furmont4e du casque de chevalier orn6 a son cimier d’une tete d*aigleavec 
•cou ail Les supports du blason sont deux aigles 6ploy4s. La 16genda 
aeulement indiqu4e sans devise. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Count Frontenac, King’s Councillor, Governor and Lieutenant General 
for His Majesty in Canada, Acadia, Newfoundland, aud other coun¬ 
ties in Western France. 

Being necessary to create and establish a Captain of Militia in the Town 
and Island of Montreal, under the authority of its local Governor, to exer¬ 
cise and manoeuvre with arms, and to put it in a better state of defence, 
in the event of an attack from enemies. We have appointed, and do es¬ 
tablish, the Sieur Le Moyne in the said position of Captain, under the au¬ 
thority of its local Governor, Commandant of the Militia of the said Town 
and Island. To whom we ordain, that he must be careful that he drills 
the inhabitants of the said places as often as he can, and at least once or 
twice a month ; to take care that they keep their arms in good condition, 
to prevent, as much as in his power, that they trade or do away with their 
arms, and to execute all orders that we may give to him, being assured 
of his fidelity to the service of the King, of which he has given many proofs 
in numerous engagements, as well as of his bravery and experience in 
drill. This Warrant is given to Sieur de la Nouguere, present Comman¬ 
dant in the said Town and Island of Montreal, that he may make the ap¬ 
pointment known to the Inhabitants of the said Island, to whom we com¬ 
mand that they must obey in all duties appertaining to his functions, on 
penally of disobedience, and we give him full power and authority to com¬ 
mand same, in virtue of the powers confided to us by His Majesty. In 
proof of which, we have signed these presents and have appended the seal 
of our arras, and have furtlier signed by one of our Secretaries. 

Given at Quebec, the 24th day of April, 1674. 

FRONTENAC. 

By His Lordship’s orders, 

B. CHABSBXia. 

The unsuccessful attack on Quebec by the English, under 
Sir William Phips in 1690, is also narrated with many in¬ 
teresting details, the result, as we know, being defeat and 
disaster ; but it is also remarkable as having necessitated 
the first issue of paper money on this Continent,—Massa¬ 
chusetts, already impoverished, finding herself in extremity; 
the war, instead of paying for itself, having burdened her 
with an additional debt of fifty thousand pounds. 

In a foot note, Mr. Parkman gives us a literal copy of a 
specimen of this paper money, which varied in value from 
two shillings to ten pounds. 
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No, (2161) I os. ' 

This Indented Bill of Ten Skillings, due front the 
Massachusetts Colony to the Possessor, shall be in value equal 
to Money, and shall be accordingly accepted by the Ti^easur&r 
and Receivers subordinate to him, in all Publick PayAients, 
andfor any Stock at any time tn the Treasury. Boston in 
New England, December the loth i6go. 

By Order of the General Court. 

Peter Townsend. \ ^ 

Seal of I Adam WiNTHROP. vCom*^- 

J Tim. Thornton, , j ' ■ 

When this paper came into the hands of thd Tre^siifer'it 
was burned. Nevertheless, owing to the temporary charat- 
ter of the provisional Government, it fell for a time to the 
value of from fourteen to sixteen shillings in the'pouhd. 

In conclusion, we acknowledge that our author lias plated 
us under fresh obligations to him, and we fihd additional 
pleasure in the announcement in the preface of the present 
volume, that the nekt subject to be taken by Mr. Parkniein 
will be“ Monftalm and the Fall of New Fraiic'e.’^ 

' . ' • ■ ■ • ' ' n 

. ■ i mm - _ .» . * 

NEW MED AhlltT.S. 

N no year save during the' stirririg times ^6f the 
Rebellion have so marty Canadian Numlsmatitr 
novelties ‘appeared*; for, since oiir last issiife, no 
less than eight medallets have beeii Struck;'which 
we herewith introduce to our little company of collectors as 
new frioiids. • Unpretending*, no doubt, they arepshewing no 
attempt at high art. Still, as Canadian, the work of Cana¬ 
dian AjrtiSts, we deem tbenr. worthy of a place alongside the 
treasures of our cabineftst • With . sUch/ever* increasing ad- 
ditioivs in the future, we friay hope for ^a »medallic 'history 
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approaching in interest that of the long and varied series of 
the mother-land. 

Our first piece, the work of an engraver of Freneh extrac¬ 
tion, named Torcapel, bears some traces of such germs of 
Art as might rise to higher flights. The wreath is the same 
in design as on the obverse of No. 2 and the reverse of No^ 
4. The inscription fully describes the purpose of its issue. 

The dies of Nos. 2 and 3 were prepared by Messrs. Geo. 
Bishop & Co., of this City, except the wreath on the obverse 
of No. 2. the work of the previous engraver. They were in¬ 
tended to be sold on the grounds on the days of the exhibi¬ 
tion, but did not prove a financial success. That bearing 
the view of the Citadel, was struck for Mr. Richard of Que¬ 
bec. 

The four following are issued as mementoes of the Churcb 
of Ste. Anne de Beaupr6, which has of late become the 
American ‘‘ Lourdes,** being par excelUfice the chief place of 
pilgrimage on this Continent. No. 4, the work of Torcapel, 
is scarcely as well executed as the others, while every capital 
I is dotted, a grave error in one pretending to Art as an en¬ 
graver, and yet an error frequently occurring among our 
French Canadian sign painters. Some five thousand of these 
medallets have already been sold, and the prospects are, that 
when next year*s pilgrimages set out, the sales will be more 
than doubled. Messrs. Lymburner & Brother, by whom they 
were struck, and who have issued No. 8 as an advertisement,, 
have shown considerable energy and forethought in secur¬ 
ing the control of these medals, as a source of profit, al¬ 
though the attempt on the Quebec Exhibition medallet was 
a failure. 

The following is a description, given as accurately as pos¬ 
sible : 

No, 1 .— Ohv ,— SOUVENIR over the head of Pius IX, the whole 
within a wreath of Maple leaves, tied with a large bow. The leaves 
becomiDg smaller towards the top. At the top a small bird flying. 
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50^0 I ANNiVKRSAiRi | DB | SA 8A)NTaET£ I Fl£ 
IX I 1877. iBScription in ^eveo lines ocoiipying t^ie fidld.- * 

No. 2.— Obv. —souvBNiB I DB | l’exibitiom | PRovincIalb r 
TXNUE A qubbBo'I' BN 8£PT. | 1877. In* seven lines withiiiii #lreath 
ttmiUr to No* i. 

Bev ,—IN COMMEMORATION OF THB EXHIBITION HELD AT QUE¬ 
BEC, SEPT. 1877. The date at the top within a beaded circle. 

No. 3.— Obv — IN COMMEMORATION OF ThM EXHIBITION HELD 
IN QUEBEC. Ex. SEPT 1877. A view of the •Citadel within a ca¬ 
bled ei];ole. Vessels at anchor in the foreground., I ^ r, 

i2cU.-rEN SOUVENIR DE L'eXPOSITION PROYINCIALE TENU J A!^ 
QUEBEC I EN | 8EPt!^1877. The latter part of inscription in^'fi^^ 
Knes within a wreath of Maple leaves. ^ i ^ 

No. 4 —06.—P^L^RiNAd.DE.PitT^.A.STB.ANNi.OB.BEAUPRi. 
Ex. PATROlfNE I i>u I CANADA j 1877.’ The ChiircK of 8<e. Ahtfe 
within an enclosure, building in rear, and foliage re][>fes^Dted by A mul¬ 
titude of dots: ’ ‘ ^ • 


Kec;— souVeNir: at the top within* a wreath similar to o6h. ^of 
No. 1 . • ! • • 

No. 5.—06(;.-;-PAiTaONNE 8AINTE ANNE DU CANADA.^ i87i7t 
8te. Anne leprcsented.as seated and healing A womap who, is kneelmg 
before her.., , , . 

i^en.—PiLiaiNAQB pp P^^Ti A.STI(, ANNE'dB i^BAUPfll; 

EN 1660 . • Reprosen^tjioo pf ^e Church, differing frouf las^ 
cution. The foliage being n^uch more clearly delineated. , 

No. 6.— Obv. —Same as Obv. of last. 

/Sen.— pi^l£naqe.ds.piAt£.a.la»bonne.ste.anne.* At top 
of field SOUVENIR. * ' ' , 

No. f06t;.-^SAINTE ANNE PAtRONNE DB *LA PROVfkCB' 1)8 
QuEBECf, i877. Figiife of Ste. Anne*similkr to No. 5. * ‘ • 

i?ev.-^*SOUVENIR‘ DE P^LfiRINAOE A SAINTB ANNE DR BBAUPRi. 

The Chufeh'without enclosure or buildings in rear, ' 

This Riedal is of a pointed oval shape, and has not yet been distri¬ 
buted ainong the pilgrims.' •' • *' * ' 

No. '8.*-^06v.—LTMBURNER A^BOTHBB | GOLD | ANP | SILVER 
PLATERS I* 663 Craig Street^; | MontreaK • The inscription, occupies 
Iho whole field, and the npnil^r is^surrounded by rays. 
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iSev.— LTHBURNER k FRBRl, MONTREAL | DOREURS BT AR- 
6ENTBUR8 RUE CRAIG | 663. InsoriptioR in two lines sorronading 
a radiated number. 

This, as well as all the foregoing, is stmok in white metal only. 

R. W. McL. 


THE WAR OF 1812. 

A REVIEW BY J. M. LEMOINE. 

MIDST the various episodes of our colonial history 
one of the most prominent is the conflict between 
our neighbors and our mother-country, Great 
Britain. Of this memorable trouble the right of 
searching American ships on the high seas for English deser¬ 
ters was the plausible pretext; we dare scarcely say the real 
cause. The times were favorable for those who owed England 
no love. In 1810, a formidable—a deadly feud existed 
between France and England ; English commerce and 
English ships, it was thought, would be srurely reached by 
the blockade of the Baltic ports. For Canada, this high mea¬ 
sure, became a boon—Canada spruce, oak, pine, became 
much sought after. Hence the origin of the gigantic tim¬ 
ber trade of to-day. The war sf 1812 temporarily interrupt¬ 
ed this source of colonial wealth, our timber trade ; it sprang 
up after the proclamation of peace more vigorous than ever. 
Documents calculated to throw additional light on this mo¬ 
mentous contest must be very welcome to every Canadian. 
With a view of furthering this end, the Literary and Histori¬ 
cal Society of Quebec has just issued the first part of a 
historical compilation embracing the most important des¬ 
patches, proclamations, newspaper accounts of naval and 
land engagements, from American as well as from an English 
point of view, dispersed in the columns of Nelson’s Gazett 4 ‘ 
for 1807-8-9-10-11-12-13-14-15. Such are the materials for 
history, constituting the new volume of 150 pages, just 
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issued ; it is the first pirt of a series to follow. The selection 
of these papers was commited to the two members most con¬ 
versant with the subject—the President James Stevenson, 
Esq., and J. M. Lemoine, Esq. When provided with an in¬ 
dex, showing the authority on which each quotation rests, 
this compilation, we firmly believe, will be a powerful aux¬ 
iliary, for any writer in search of materials for Canadian 
history ; we subjoin the leading items of the work :— 
CONTENTS, .\LL RELATING TO THE WAR OF l8l2. 

1 st Part. 

Engagement between His Majesty’s Ship “Leopard" and 
the United States Frigate “Chesapeake. American account 
of the same. American accounts. Court Martial for the 
trial of John Wilson a/ias Jenkin (lately taken fron the 
American Frigate “Chesapeake") on charge of desertion, 
mutiny and contempt. Message of the President of the 
United States relating to the attack on the “Chesapeake". 
Provincial Parliament of Lower Canada, speech of Sir James 
Henry Craig. Reply of the Legislature. Arrival of General 
Prevost at Halifax. Sentence against Captain James Bar¬ 
row of the United States Frigate “Chesapeake." Me.ssage 
of the President of the United States relating to the attack 
on the “ Chesapeake." Relating to the Embargo. Non- 
interested act. Proclamation respecting the same. Corres¬ 
pondence between Hon. F. J. Jackson, envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty, and 
Hon. R. Smith, of the Department of State, Washington. 
House of Representatives of the United States, in relation 
to Mr. Jackson. Governor Generals speech alluding to the 
differences with the United States. The Legislative Council 
thereon. The House of Assembly thereon. Resolves re¬ 
ported in the Senate of Massachusetts. Regarding the 
recall of Mr. Jackson. Sermon of the Catholic Bishop 
Plessis of Quebec. Recall of Mr. Jackson. Repeal of 
decrees opening the Ports of the United States to France* 
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Proclamation on the same subject. Sir James Craig’s speech. 
Successor to Mr. Jackson. Non-intercourse. Engagement 
between the U. S. Frigate “ President,” and the British sloop 
of war “ Little Belt.” The “ President ” and the “ Little 
Belt.” Departure of Governor Craig. Relating to the 
“Little Belt.” The cloud of war. General Brock’s speech* 
Proceedings in Upper Canada. Daniel Tompkin’s speech. 
Sir George Prevost opens Parliament in 1812. The Legis¬ 
lative; Council. The Commons. Prince Regent’s speech. 
United States House of Representatives. Preparations for 
war. The story of John Henry. The Embargo. American 
war paragraphs. A conscription. United States Congress. 
Hostile preparations. Declaration of war. General orders. 
Proclamation by Sir George Prevost. 

THE FIRST ATLANTIC STEAMSHIP. 

N 23rd September, the Right Honorable John 
Bright, speaking at Rochdale, England, referred 
to the benefits which the application of science 
had conferred on all classes of society by the in¬ 
troduction into common use of gas, printing, the railway, the 
steam engine, the sewing machine, telegraph, &c., and to the 
benefits which have arisen from ocean steamers. In this 
latter connection he said it was less then forty years since 
the first ocean steamer crossed the Atlantic, and mentioned 
that in 1838 the steamer “Sirius,” was the first, follow¬ 
ed a few days later by the “ Great Western,” both ships sail¬ 
ing from England to New York. We are well aware that 
this statement of Mr. Bright is the one generally received as 
correct in all of our books of reference, such as the Enyclo- 
pedia Britannica, and other works, but we believe it will be 
found that the first steamer that crossed the Atlantic, having 
.steamed the whole distance, was a Canadian ship built in 
Quebec, her engines and boilers having been constructed at 
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the St Mary’s Engine Works, in Montreal, and placed in the 
ship at the works at the foot of the current This vessel was 
•designed by the then famous ship builder, George Black, 
and her model is now in the rooms of the Historical Society 
at Quebec. She was launched in 1831, and named the 
Royal William.” By register she measured 363 tons, and 
was intended to trade between Quebec, Gaspe, Pictou and 
Halifax, but as she did not pay on this route, her owners de¬ 
cided to send her to England to be sold there. On one of her 
trips to Halifax, she went to Boston in 1832, and was the first 
British steamer that had entered that United States port 
The ” Royal William,” Captain McDougall, sailed from 
Quebec on the morning of the 18th August, 1833, for London, 
touching at Pictou, and arrived in London in 20 days, steam¬ 
ing the whole distance, five years before the “Sirius ” and 
“ Great We.stern ” crossed the Atlantic to New York. She 
was sold in London to an agent of the Portuguese Govern- 
tnent, and fitted up as a war vessel, and her name changed 
to “ Ysabel Sagunda.” She was afterwards sold to the 
Spanish Government, and for the time was controlled by the 
British Government, was repaired in Sheerness, and was 
afterwards named “ Isabel Sagunda.” For a long period 
there had been much speculation about the practicability of 
navigating the Atlantic by steam, and as early as 1819, an 
American steamer, the •* Savannah,” of 300 tons arrived at 
Liverpool direct from the United States in 28 days, partly 
steaming, but sailing without steam for the greater part of 
the distance. Men of science, however, endeavoured to de¬ 
monstrate that the navigation of the Atlantic by steam 
power alone, was the dream of a visionary, and public opinion 
went in th/2 same direction. No attempt was made until the 
Royal William ” made the passage from Quebec to London 
in 1833, steaming all the way, as is certified by Captain 
McDougall’s letter to his owners at the time. The “ Sirius ” 
and the “ Great Western,” as we have already stated, did 
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not make the attempt till 1838, so that to Canada belongs 
the honour of first crossing the Atlantic by steam alone^ 
Quebec having built and designed the ship, and Montreal 
mechanics having furnished the engines and boilers. (See 
Canadian Antiquarian^ Volume IV, Page 79. 


THE REMAINS OF BISHOP DE LAVAL. 

N September 20th, some workmen in excavating; 
the basement of the Quebec Basilica, under the 
sanctuary, under the superintendence of Rev^ 
Mr. Cot6, discovered the coffin of Monseigneur 
de Laval de Montmorency, the first Catholic Bishop of the 
Diocese of Quebec, and in fact of North America from 
Hudson’s Bay to the Mississippi. The wooden coffin was- 
encased in lead, and on the outside of it was, in plain, clear 
letters, the following in Latin 


Hic Jaobt. 

D. D. Fbanciscus Dk Laval, Primus 
Quebiobnsis Episoopus. Obit dib 6a 
Maii, anno Salutis Millbsimo Sbptua- 

QESIMO OCTAVO, iBTATlS BUJE OCTOUE8IMO 
SEXTO, C 0 N 8 EORATIONIS QUINQUAOESIMO— 

Requibsoat in pace. 


The English translation of which is : 

Here repose the remains of His Lordship Francois de 
Laval, first Bishop of Quebec, died the 6th day of May, in 
the year of Grace 1708, in the 86th year of his age, and the 
50th of his consecration. May he rest in peace.” 

Monseigneur de Laval de Montmorency was born at Laval^ 
in Main, France, on the 20th April, 1623, was ordained priest 
at Paris, on the 23rd September, 1645 ; appointed Arch- 
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tleacon of Evreux in 1653, and named Bishop of Petrea, in 
;Partibus infidelium, and Vicar Apostolic of New France, as 
those territories were then called, by Pope Alexander VIL, 
on the 5th July, 1658, receiving consecration on the 6th 
December, in the same year, at the hands of the Papal 
Nuncio. Quebec was subsequentiy,on the ist October, 1674, 
-erected into a See, and on the 12th January, 1819, was 
raised to the dignity of an ecclesiastical province, the then 
Bishop Monseigneur Plessis, being named the first Arch¬ 
bishop. Owing to circumstances of the times, however, it 
was only on the 12th July, 1844, successors, 

Mgr. Signay—Bishop Panet having in the interval occupied 
the See—was solemnly enthroned and received the pallium 
or Archiepi;»copal insignia. A portion of the top of the 
coffin was bent in. Word was sent to His Grace the Arch¬ 
bishop, who repaired to the scene, in company with several 
of his clergy, both from the city and country, and ordered 
the removal of the lid, when the remains were placed in a 
box. There were at once sealed and removed to the vaul 
of the Seminary Chapel. When the repairs now going on 
are completed, the remains will be replaced in the Basilica 


FATHER MARQUETTE’S BONES. 

A Report that the Remains of the Interptd Missionary have been Found. 

From the Sheboygan Free Press. 

g^y^^ ATHER MARQUETTE in May. 1673, left Green 
ftl Bm Hi Bay and ascended the Fox river to the portage 
U between it and the Wisconsin river, with Joliet 

other Frenchmen. They transported 
their two light reed canoes to the Wisconsin river on their 
shoulders, de.scending to its mouth, which they reached June 
17th. They spent a day near the mouth of the Des Moines 
river, two miles from the site of the present town of Keokuk, 
among the Peoria Indians. On June 25, at 3 o’clock P. M., 
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they left that spot, reached the high cliffs of Alton, where 
Marquette stopped to sketch two griffins painted high upoo 
the smooth surface of the perpendicular rocks. He must 
have passed the site of St. Louis about the first of July, 1673^ 
After descending as low down the river as the mouth of the 
Arkansas, he returned by way of the Illinois river and Lake 
Michigan to Green Bay and Sault Ste. Marie. He visited 
the Indians on the Illinois river in 1675, on t>aclc 

to Mackinaw or Pointe St Ignace along the eastern shore 
of Lake Michigan, he died in May of the same year (1675),. 
and was buried on a rising spot near the little river now bear- 
his name. Two years later his remains were removed by the 
Ottawa Indians, who encased them in birch bark and reburied 
them under the church of Pointe St Ignace. This chuerb 
was burned down in 1796, and its site is now at last indent!- 
fied and his remains found. 

Like wildfire the news spread recently that the foundation 
of the Jesuit Mission, which was established by Father Mar¬ 
quette 200 years ago, had been discovered on the farm of 
Mr David Murry, at Pointe St Ignace, and that numerous 
church relics of those days had been unearthed, showing 
beyond question that this was the place where the mission 
was erected. Soon after the news was received that the 
bones of a human being had been found on the grounds^ 
which were probably the remains of the intrepid missionary,. 
Father Marquette. 

In 1671 Father Marquette built a log chapel at Pointe 
St. Ignace, and named the station Ignatius. After this a 
church was erected, which was subsequently destroyed by 
fire, and all trace of its location was lost. Efforts have been 
made at different times to discover the site of the old mission 
but heretofore they have been of no avail. On the farm of 
Mr. Murry, about two hundred feet from the main road runn¬ 
ing through the town, there is a small rise of ground cover¬ 
ed over with thick underbrush, which had not been cleared 
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away. It was here that Mr. Patrick Murry, son of David 
Murry, made the important discovery of the location of the 
old church. The foundation, marked by a rise of ground 
somewhat in the shape of a cross, is clearly traced, as well 
as the location of the baptismal font and the place where 
the church treasures were kept. In the researches that were 
made were found a number of church relics, such as gold 
pieces, portions of crosses, window glass, &c. It is reported 
also that a cross has been found with Father Marquette's 
name upon it. 

[We have seen this news repeated in a telegram from 
Detroit, we trust that an authenticated report may be forth 
coming.— Eds. Can. Aniig.] 


SOME NOTES ON THE EARLY HISTORY OF 
NEW BRUNSWICK. 

HE Province of New Brunswick, formerly consti¬ 
tuted a part of Nova Scotia, the first European 
settlement on the Continent of North America. 
The early history of that Province, involves an 
alternation of proprietorship between the French and 
English ;—the former claiming it by pr ority of pos.session, 
the latter by discovery. 

The first grant of land in it wa«5 given by King James the 
First in 1621, to his Secretary Sir William Alexander, who 
called it Nova Scotia, or New Scotland. It was then con¬ 
sidered by the English, as a part of Cabot’s discovery of 
Terra Nova, but the first settlers, how^ever, were French 
emigrants, who arrived hither in 1604, with, and under the 
auspices of M. DeMonts, who called the country Acadia, or 
^ New France. Sir William being unable to colonise his grant, 
sold it to Claude de la Tour, a French nobleman, and the 
treaty of St. Germains, ratified in 1632, ceding Acadia to 
France, the French btcame possessors of it, by both posses- 
.sion and purchase. 
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In the year 1654, it reverted to the English, in 1667 
again ceded to the French at the treaty of Breda, but in 
consequence of their violation of the compact, it was retaken 
by Sir William Phipps in 1690. 

The British remained sole masters of Acadia, until 1697, 
when by a treaty made at Ryswick, in Holland, during the 
reign of William III., it was once more restored to the 
French. By this treaty, the comfort of the exiled family of 
the Stuarts was liberally consulted, for it was stipulated that 
the English should pay an annual pension of ;^50,000 to 
Queen Mary D’Este. 

The reign of Queen Anne commenced by a spirited de¬ 
claration of war against France, this struggle lasted nearly 
ten yea**s, and on the French King suing for peace, 
negotiations were opened at Utrecht in 1712, and by a 
definitive treaty made at the same place, in the following 
year Nova Scotia was restored to Great Britain, in whose 
possession it has remained ever since. 

The Island of Cape Breton subsequently fell into the 
hands of the English, and had it been retained, the key of 
the Gulf of the St. Lawrence would have been held by 
England but its was resigned by the peace of Aix la Chapelle 
in 1748. The campaign of 1758-9 is well known, which re¬ 
sulted in the conquest of Cape Breton, of the Canadas, of 
St. John, and the overthrow of the power of France in 
America. 

In 1785 the prestfnt limits of New Brunswick were divided 
from Nova Scotia, and erected into a separate Province by 
a .vptcial charter, the administration ot which was confided 
to General Carleton ; in the autumn of this year, the first 
election of representatives took place, and in the January 
following, the first Legislative Assembly was held at St» 
John. 

Shortly after his appointment. Governor Carleton judici¬ 
ously selected the present site of Fredericton, for the seat of 
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Government, and the most unequivocal proof of the wisdom 
of this choice is, that it has ever since been the metropolis. 

It may here be observed, that nearly all the Rivers in 
New Brunswick are designated by Indian names, either 
significant of a personal right, or expressive of some promi¬ 
nent locality. Thus, the Etienne, the Burnaby, the Bar- 
tholomnw and others, are called after the respi ctive Chiefs, 
to whom they originally belonged, while the Looshtork (now 
Saint John,) signifies Long River ; the Restigouche, Broad 
River; the Miramicht^ Happy Retreat; the Nipisiquit, Noisy 
or Foaming River ; the Tootoogitse, Fairy River ; the 
Taboonitac^ the place where two reside ; the Magaguadavic^ 
the River of Hills ; and the Richibucto, the River of Fire. 

The site of the city of St. John was discovered by 
Champlain and De Monts, on (St. John’s Day,) June 24th, 
1604, but was not occupied until 30 years after. 

SOME ERRATA. 

N old books we occasionally meet with some quaint 
addresses to the “ courteous reader.” under the 
head of Errata, We give three examples, which 
we have recently noted : 

Aurora, or the Day Spring : By Jacob Behme, 
London, 1656, 

These Errata are so many, because, after the Book was 
Printed in English, there came over from beyond Sea a New 
Copie of the Aurora in High Dutch printed, and compared 
with that of the Author’s own handwriting. And so also it 
was compared here with this printed Copie in English, where¬ 
in most of these differences were found. 

And therefore the Reader is desired to mend his Book be¬ 
fore he reads it, for it will render many of the obscure places 
clear to be understood. 
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From The Confession of Faith: Published in Loudon 
in 1658. 

Courteous reader, if thou wilt mend with thy Pen, the 
figures from the 56 page to the end of the Confession of 
Faith, being misplaced by the Printer, and likewise figure 
the large Catechisme, beginning with the figure (i) in the 
first page, and the figure (2) in the second page, and so on¬ 
ward till you come to the end of the large Catechisme, then 
this Table * will be of special use, otherwise it will be of little 
advantage to thee. 


From a rare book The Tryal of Sir Henry Vane 
Knt, with his Speech on the Scaffold : Published 
in London 1662, we extract the following : 

The Printer to the Reader, 

“ It's very probable thou mayest meet with some faults and 
misprintings escaped the Corrector, which could not be 
avoided, by reason of the distance between the Transcriber 
and the Press ; thou art desired to correct them, and pass 
them by with candor. One thou mayest find in page 54 and 
and 55, all those words within the Parenthesis, should come 
in after the word Penetent, And page 97, in the Title to 
that part, read Case for Cavse^ 


RATHER MIXED. 

MERICAN and Canadian papers have had oc¬ 
casion, from time to time, to point out some 
rather curious blunders on the part of English and 
other European writers with regard to the geo¬ 
graphy of this continent. It is not very long since the 
Numismatic and Antiquarian Society received a donation 
from a public Library in England, inscribed : “ N. & A. 

• Index. 
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Society of Montreal, Montreal, Canada, United States of 
America,*’ but a Parisian Journal has lately given a key to 
tlie manner in which these blunders are sometimes made. 
Le Bien Public^ an important newspaper of the French cap¬ 
ital, in referring to the destructive fire at St. John, N. B., 
gives the following description of the city, evidently taken 
from some ancient gazetteer :— 

“ The city of St John, which was the scene of this mighty 
catastrophe, is situated on the Lakes Naurepas and Ponchar- 
train. The Mississippi river flows through it. It has a 
*superficies of 200 square miles, with a population of 7,517 
souls, of which 2,677 are free and 4,840 slaves. The soil of 
St. John is very fertile, producing principally sugar and 
corn.” The writer might have found a St. John that would 
have answered his purpose as well without going so far out 
of the way. 

The last explanation of the cause of the recent strikes in 
the United States comes from our own Quebec Canadien, 
which says that it all comes of that country having driven out 
religion from their midst, and that they will be infallibly lost 
unless they return to the Catechism. 


-A Bronze Moktau, —Mr. Joseph St. Jacques, has re¬ 
cently hsht;d up a small mortar from the bottom of the river 
Richelieu. It is of bronze, 20 inches in length and 8 inches 
in diameter, mounted on an oak carriage. It bears the 
monogram ‘ G. R.’ interlaced with the figure ‘ 2,' which 
stands for ‘George II. Rex.’ The Sorel believes 

this old-fashioned implement of war may have been thrown 
into the Richelieu by Capt. Haviland, in i66o, (?) or by 
Montgomery in 1775. 
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“HOCHELAGA DEPICTA” 



[N an old number of the “ Literary Garland^' pub¬ 
lished in this City by Mr. John Lovell, we find the 
following advertisement of the publication of 
the above book, which is well known to col¬ 
lectors .— 

THIS DAY IS PUBLISHKD 

BY WILLIAM ORBTG, 

A NEW AND IMPORTANT WORK, 

DEDICATED BY PEBMISHION TO 1118 EXCBLLENCY 

SIR JOHN COLBORNE, 

GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

ENTITLED 

HOCHELAGA DEPICTA ; 

OR, 

The Early History and Prenent State of the City and Jslona 
of Montre<d : 

ILLUSTRATED with FORTY-FIVE ORIGINAL 
^ COPPERPLATE ENGRAVINGS of the Publie 
Buildin^ 5 >, and Views of the City, from different points, a 
Plan of the City as it was in 17n8, one year before the 
Conquest, and an Outline Plan as it now is; also, an 
APPENDIX, oontaininp: a brief EivStory of the two 
REBELLIONS, (* 488 ?—1838,) in Lower Canada, and a 
Chapteron AMERICAN ANTIQUITIES,—I vol. l2mo, 
neatly printed, and bound in Fancy Cloth, Gold Lettered, 
price 128 . 6 d. 

Circumstances over which the Publisher had no control^ 
have prevented the appearance of this work beyond the per¬ 
iod specihed ; but it has lost nothing by the delay. On the 
contrary, many improvements have been made on the original 
plan ; and, in offering it to the patronage of the public, the 
Publisher may remark, that he has spared neither labor nor 
expense to render it worthy of general approbation. 

Persons who have friends at a distance will find this- 
volume a auitable present to send to them. 

Montreal, July !«/, 1839. 
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FIRST STEAM BOAT ADVERTISEMENT. 



ROM '^Canadian Couranf,** we extract the follow¬ 
ing 


The Steam Boat 


Will leave Montreal to-morrow at 9 o’clock precisely for 
Quebec. Those wanting to take a passage will make choice 
of their Birth (sic) and pay their Passage money before 
8 o’clock to-morrow morning, that a proper supply of fresh 
Provision may be provided. 

fares to QUEBEC. 


For Passenger 
Child under 11 
Servant with birth 

“ without birth - 


£2 los. od. 
I 5 o 
I 13 4 
I 5 O 


N. B.—60 lbs. weight will be allowed for each full Passen¬ 
ger, and so in proportion. Way Passengers are to pay is. 
per League and if a Meal occurs in the going not less fifteen 
Leagues, will be gratis, if less will be charged Two Shillings 
and Six-pence each meal. 

Montreal, ^th June, 1810. 


NEW BRUNSWICK AGRICULTURAL PRIZE 
MEDAL. 

MONO the many medals to which the occasion of 
the visit of H. R. H. the Prince of Wales to 
this Country in i860, gave rise, v\e must con¬ 
gratulate the Provincial Board of Agriculture 
of the Province of New Brunswick, on the very appropriate 
design chosen by them, for the prize medal, issued at the 
commemoration Exhibition, held in his honor, and which 
seems to us to merit, more than a passing notice, as it cer¬ 
tainly stands pre-eminently in design, the best Agricultural 
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Medal yet struck and a most fitting tribute for such an oc¬ 
casion. It is much to be regretted, that a little more 
thought is not given to the design of medals, commemorative- 
of great occasions or indeed of any event, as too frequently 
orders are given for their manufacture quite irrespective of 
the occasion for which they are issued, and consequently but 
little interest is attached to possessing them, the main value 
of their issue, to promote a spirit of competition is soon lost,, 
the only reward for real labour and much forethought is per¬ 
haps an insignificant and wholly irrelevant medal, which, in* 
the course of a few years, becomes any thing but a source 
of pride in possessing. Take for instance, our most recent 
medal, issued as commemorative of this Continent’s greatest 
Exhibition, and the leviathan show of the World, in which* 
Canada is acknowledged as having in every branch of indus- 
Hal art, taken such a leading position, and what have we 
A most contemptible medal, about the size of 2d in copper,, 
(known to Numismatists as No. 26,) with the Dominion 
Arms, a wreath of Maple leaves and a Beaver as the Obverse* 
The Goddess Fama,” encircled by “ Dominion of Canada,” 
with inscription ‘‘ Exhibition, Philadelphia, 1876,” the name- 
of the recipient, place and object, on the balance of the 
field, in irregular engraved letters, as the Reverse, forming a 
tout ensemble^ wholly inappropriate and ridiculous, and when 
the little workmanship, that is on it, is of the worst, it may 
not be wondered at that it is no honor to possess such a thing,, 
and in a very short time, to find many of them passing cur¬ 
rent as a penny piece, or a silver dollar, defaced, but not dis¬ 
honored, for its value to the recipient was never worth more. 
Likewise are all the Medals issued by Canada, either by 
prizes or commemorative, except the noble piece of artistic 
workmanship in the Confederation Medal, whose only bloV 
is the representation of the Queen, in the posthumous moum<- 
ing hood of the Romans, and we could hope, for the honor 
of the Country, the Dominion Medal which we have de^ 
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scribed might be called in and a proper and fitting one, both 
in size, design and workmanship be substituted. We will 
now describe the design of the New Brunswick Medal, for un¬ 
fortunately in the haste to get it ready in time for the event, 
the workmanship wa^ entrusted to a very inferior mechanic, 
hence the Medal is not so valuable as it otherwise would have 
been. The Obverse, on a field (Scale 44) is a well drawn 
Harvest scene, a stack of full grown wheat, a plough, a stump 
with axe embedded, a cornucopia with contents overflowing, 
cattle and sheep, with a load of hay being driven from a 
field, all well displayed, form a lively and pretty foreground 
In the distance is the farm house, separated from the field 
by fencing and a hillock on which two large trees in full 
leaf, with other shrubbery are shown, and in the background 
a railway passing over a bridge, with mountains and the 
full rising sun of an August morning give a rural scene, it 
would be difficult to surpass in imagination or conception. 
We believe the sketch was specially prepared for this Medal 
by the well known artist, Mr. J. W. Gray, whose fame as^a 
delineator is wide spread. The Reverse has the inscription 
" Provincial Board of Agriculture,'* in a circle ; in the middle 
of the field, arc several open sheaves of wheat, tied together, 
by a ribbon bow within which are the words, ** New 
Brunswick, Canada,” in three lines. G. E. Hart. 


FROM JUPITER TO JESUS ; 

OR THE REMARKABLE CHANGE IN ROMAN COINAGE 
BEGUN BY CONSTANTINE THE GREAT. 


Bt Roust Monii, LLD.,~C»rrir4r/»w<ffwy Member of the NumitmeUic mnd 
An H^um oie m Society 0/ MomtreeU, 



HAVE given some reflection during the past year 
to the numismatic thought suggested in the cap¬ 
tion, and have furnished several papers upon the 
subject to the religious Journals of the United 


States, but it is so far from being exhausted that I offer the 
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columns of the Canadian Antiquarian, further considerations. 

There are few incidents in general History so remarkable 
as the change effected by Constantine the Great, (A.D. 306 
to 337) in the relisfion of the world. That he removed the 
seat of Government to Constantinople to the dishonor of 
the lej^end and tradition that had hallowed the old Capitol 
(Rome.) for more than a thousand years, was in itself a 
marvellous illustration of the hold he had taken upon the 
Roman mind. By a combination of the titles (Cens., Imp., 
P. P., Tr. P., Aug., P. M., Caes., Cons., &c.,) under which all 
powers in it, religious and military were couched, which go to 
make a complete despotism, the Emperor Constantine be¬ 
came, as it were, the nation itself, and when his imperial de¬ 
cree antiounced that persecution of Christians must cease, 
their temples be restored, and the cross itself placed upon the 
military ensigns (themselves objects of worship by the 
nation,) it was acquiesced in with a readiness that we can 
scarcely understand ; if there were any rebellions in con¬ 
sequence of this device, I do not recollect to have seen the 
record. Surely paganism must have lost its hold upon the 
public mind when all that was once dear to priest and peo¬ 
ple, in faith so ancient and so respectable for its suggestions 
of art and poesy was laid aside without a murmur. 

But my purpose in these allusions principally is to show 
the changes in coinage that followed so great a religious 
change. A majority of Roman Coins bore religious types 
and inscriptions, and the change of religion necessitated a 
change in coinage. The figures and titles of Jupiter and his 
dependent deities had long made up the literature of coins 
which was largely the learning of the people,—the most ig¬ 
norant colonist understood them. There was perhaps one 
hundred thousand tons of gold, silver and bronze coinage ex¬ 
tant in the world stamped with these religious thoughts wl^en 
Constantine projected his radical change in the world’s money. 

The reader will bear in mind that the same epithets cure 
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used in all religions, likewise the same forms of appeal, of 
thanksgiving, ascription of praise and the like. Already the 
term Saviour or Preserver, (Salvator, Servator, Soter,) was 
in use, I. S. N. C., ** to the unconquerable Saviour of our 
City,” on the Coins of Justinian (A.D. 527 to 565) was ap¬ 
plied to Jesus as six centuries earlier, it would have been ap¬ 
plied to Mars or any other heathen deity. It was not so 
much the manner of worship in which the change was made 
by Constantine as the object of worship, Jesus was substi¬ 
tuted for Jupiter. 

The first Christian emblem, stamped by Constantine up¬ 
on his coins, was but a form of a Cross styled the Chi Rho be¬ 
cause formed by uniting the Greek letters Chi and Rho. 
For want of the types I cannot exhibit this junction, but 
any one can make it by taking the latter x (which answers 
to the Greek letter Chi,) and drawing a perpendicular line 
through the centre and rounding the top of that line, this 
represents the letter Rho, and the two thus joined form the 
Chi Rho Cross, as it was called, this was the Cross that Con¬ 
stantine saw in the heavens. Upon the Coins of that mon¬ 
arch. it represents both the name of Jesus and his person. 

The next form of the cross seen on the money and else¬ 
where was to take this figure and round the top of it. 
To this the ancients added such symbols as the fish, the 
dove, and the grypha. In those coins of Constantine the 
Great, called the autonomous coins of the City of Constan¬ 
tinople, of which I have had a considerable number, there 
is a winged figure of Victory to the the left treading down 
a dragon, which teaches that Jesus had thoroughly crushed 
under foot that serpent which first seduced our parents. 

Who first added the Alpha and Omega to this Cross up¬ 
on the Coins is not clearly shown, but these appear upon 
numerous coins shortly after the time of Constantine signi¬ 
fying that Jesus was the first and the last (ton proton kai ton 
esdiaton^ 
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The short reign of Julian the Apostate, (A.D. 36oto 
361,) was productive of many coins. He attempted to 
stop the christianizing of the empire which had been going 
on under imperial auspices for 40 years or more, and so re¬ 
stored the old types and inscriptions of the coinage. In 
place of the Cross he stamped the Globe upon the money, 
and in other Coins restored the old initials S. P. Q. R. He 
re-adopted the pagan symbols, and 1 see upon his money 
such ascriptions as to the Serapis, Isis Faria, “ to the sacred 
Nile, the deity,*' to sacred Apollo,** and the like. 

Jovian, the successor of the Apostate, restored the mono¬ 
gram of Christ to the public money, but, so far as I can dis¬ 
cover, no Christian inscriptions except the letters Alpha and 
Omega. Arcadius ( A.D. 395 to 408,) places the Chi Rho 
cross upon the standard, (the labarum,) so frequently seen 
upon his coins, and it is a .sad instance of the use to which a 
good thing may be put, to see a soldier bearing this emblem 
of salvation in his hands and trampling upon an unfortunate 
captive at his feet. 

We now begin to see that the Cross was recognized as 
the cause of Victory to the Emperors,** Victoria Augg; 
** the glory of the nation,** gloria Romanorum ; the means 
of harmony among the rulers,’* concordia Augg; “ the safety 
of the State.” salus Reipublicae; ** the glory of the whole 
world,** gloria orbis terrarum. 

Under Theodosius II, (A.D. 408 to 450,) the emblem 
of the cruciferous globe is very commonly impressed upon 
coins. The explanation of this symbol is the cross, the 
safety, the glory, the conquest, the life of the universe. 
About this time the plain Passion Cross, often on three steps 
is substituted for the Chi Rho. The Cross PattAe (or Mal- 
te.se Cro.ss now so called,) becomes common. The motto 
the gallantry, or cause of the courage of the army,** 
virius exercitus, also appears. 

Under Marciamis, (A.D. 450 to 457,) the coins have the 
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type of a soldier bearing in his right hand the cross upon a 
long staff; in the other, the old fashioned and press¬ 

ing with his right foot upon a human skull attached to a ser¬ 
pent, referring doubtless to the reptile that seduced Eve and 
whose head, it wis predicted, should be bruised by the seed 
of the woman. 

Under Anastasius, (A.D. 491 to 518.) a large bronze coin 
was struck, having upon the reverse the numeral 40 (aa) with 
two and even three crosses around it. Coins of Justin 1st, 
{A.D 518 to 587,) present elegant varieties of crosses, and 
stars, (the old Roman type of divinity,) are intermingled 
with them. The word JVika “ Conquer,” appears in coins 
of this reign. 

Coins of Con.stans 2nd, (A.D. 641 to 668,) and no doubt 
those of earlier reigns have the Greek motto, en tauta nika 
^‘by this .sign, conquer,” surrounding the figure of the Em¬ 
peror with an immense beard and whiskers, who is represent¬ 
ed at full length, holding in his right hand the pa.ssion cross 
on a long spear and in his left the cruciferous globe. 

In the reign of Constantine 6th, and Irene (A.D. 780 to 
797.) ihe coins present a cross poter^e on three steps, and 
around it the words in Greek “Jesus Chri.st conquers,” In 
the money of Michel ist, Rhangabe (A.D. 811 to 813,) the 
bust of Christ appears,—behind it is a cross. He wears a 
beard, and his left hand appears on the breast. The motto 
in Greek, is “Jesus Christ.” 

On coins of Theophilus (A.D. 829 to 849,) is the motto in 
Greek, “ protect thy servant,” around a cross on three steps. 
In those of Michel 3rd and Theodora, (A.D. 842 to 856,) 
there :s a bust of Chri.st, holding in his hands a copy of the 
Gospels. In those of Leo 6th, (A.D. 886 to 912,) the face 
of Mary, mother of Jesus, appears with initials in Greek, 
which read, “ Mary, mother of Jesu.s.” Her head is mainly 
covered and both h mds spread out, as if imposing a blessing. 
About the same time we find the Latin inscription for 
^ Jesus Christ Conquers.” 
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In the money of Constantine 13th, the word in Grcdc, 
•• Emmanuel ” appears, as perhaps in previous reigns. But 
1 have said enough to show in a single article, what varimis 
forms were assumed by the artists of the mint to express 
the change, " from Jupiter to Jesus.” 

LaGrange, Ky., Nov., 1877. 


THE HEROINE OF VERCHERES. 


BY THE REV. iEN. MCD. DAWSON. 


(From Bel/ortTs Monthly Magazine.\ 


I. 


VSREUWAS autumn. Fields of golden grain 
Repaid the labours of the swain. 
eW BH Gathered with joy each son of toil 
The produce of the virgin soil. 


Where grandly flows St. Lawrence tide 
A maiden fair was seen to guide 
Her lonely steps. *Mid sweetest flowers 
Her pleasure found and shady bowers. 


Sweet scene of peace! The brighter days 
That yet will dawn it well portrays. 

With flowers, dear maid, wreathe for thy brow 
Fame’s chaplet, fame that yet will grow 
And weave for thee a deathless crown. 

When years to ages shall have grown. 

With freshness ever new ’twill shine. 

Thy memory with a nation’s twine. 


Long as the mighty waters flow 
Thy noble deed shall cause to glow 
Canadian breasts, through centuries long 
The fertile theme of Glory’s song. 
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II. 

Ah! surely, ne*er was known a happier scene : 

The maid, the harvesters, the sky serene ; 

When hark! that yell 1 the red man's war-whoop wild! 
Is slain or seized each swain in toils beguiled 
Of savage hordes that spread destruction round, 

The harvest field a ghastly battle ground! 

How fares that lonely maid ? The wild man’s eye 
Through bowers umbrageous could her form descry. 
Enough. Flash after flash her life blood seeks. 

In vain. Her safety Heaven’s protection speaks. 
And yet not safe. An Indian fierce pursues 
Hard on her track. The opening gate she views, 

Its threshold treads, when, lo! is rudely grasped 
By savage hand her flowing robe. Unclasped 
’Tis borne away. The portal prompt affords 
Retreat and safety. Ward ye! Indian hordes! 

“ To arms ! to arms ! ” the rescued maiden’s cry. 

To arms ! to arms ! ” the echoing walls reply. 

And now that slender form in war’s array 
Alone the rampart mans, all aid away! 

With speed the cannon’s charged, is heard its boom. 
Proclaims each sound a fated red man’s doom. 

So bold, ere while, the affrighted Indian band 
For shelter flies. No shelter is at hand. 

Behold ! responsive to the cannon’s roar, 

With .speed of lightning, to Saint Lawrence shore, 
Hastens a warrior troop. Now falls the foe. 

Their best and bravest in the dust laid low. 

The rescued harvesters with loud acclaim 
Delighted hail their fair deliverer’s name. 

Long will it live. No time can e’er efface 
Its matchless glory. Aye, as speed apace 
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The rolling ages, it will brighter grow, 

And aged men, with pride, to children show 
The brilliant page that faithful record bears 
Of maiden brave,—T he Heroine of Vercheres! 

[In 1692, the people of Canada, or Nourelle France, at that time onljr 
12,417 in numb«*r, were hanMsedby iucursiona of the Iroquois, the fiercest^ 
perhaps, of all the Indian tribes. Mr. Stanislaus Drapeau, in a recent num* 
her of that interesting French prriodical. La Foyer DomaHique^ informs ua 
that Abb4 Daniel in his history of the chief French families of Canada, 
relates as follows, the tragical event st Fort Vercheres and the intrepid 
conduct of Mademoiselle de Vercheres. M. Daniel’s authority was M. de^ 
la Potherie a contemporary writer :— “The Iroquois, who had come in 
great numbers, avail themselves of the time when the men were employed 
at the harvest labours, to rush upon them and strangle them. Made¬ 
moiselle de Verch4res, at the time fourteen years of age, was walking on the 
banks of the river As she observed one of the savages approach stealthily, 
and discharge at her five mnsquet shots, she fled with all speed and endeav¬ 
oured to gain the fort The Indian immediately starts in pursuits, arms 
in hand, and presses hard on her steps. Mademoiselle redoubles her exer> 
tions. She is on the point of escaping from her formidable enemy and 
reaching the fort, when she feels herself seized by the shawl which she 
wore around her neck. She quickly unties it, opens the gate, and, shutting 
it promptly against the savage, she calls out, “To arras I to arms 1 ” With¬ 
out attending to the groans of the women who were quite disconsolate on 
seeing their husbands carried away, she ascends the bastion where stood the 
■entry. There, having exchanged her head-dress for a military cap and 
shouldered a mnsquet, she performs several military evolutions in order to 
give the Indians to understand that there was a numerous force, whilst, 
in reality, there was only one soldier. She loads a cannon with her own 
hands, and, as there was no wadding, she uses a towel for the purpose, and 
fires at the enemy. Her aim is sj good, that, at each discharge, she knocks 
down one. and sometimes two, of the savages. Astonished at resistance 
which they had not expected, and seeing their warriors fall, one after ano¬ 
ther, the Iroquois begin to lose heart. Mademoiselle de Vercheres obser¬ 
ves their confusion, and skilfully profiting by it. fires more rapidly, and,, 
with the assistance of the soldier, ceases not to ply the cannon, she was 
still firing, when, hearing the cannonade, M. de Crisasi, one of the bravest 
warriors of New France, hurried from Montreal to her assistance. The 
savages were gone. They had fled, carrying with them their prisonem. 
The resolute officer pursued them without loss of time, and, after three 
days’ march, overtook them on the banks of Lake Champlain. They had 
entrenched themselves in a wood’ where they had heaped up trunks of 
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trees and eDormoiu masses of rook fur their protection. Making no ao 
count of these hindrances, the brave commander attacked them, surronnd- 
ed them and cut them all to pieces, with the exception of three who man¬ 
aged to escape. Their prisoners were set at liberty. When the news of all 
that had occorred reached Montreal, the whole country was filled with 
cries of admiration of the youthful lady who had shown so much courage 
and presence of mind, It was who should be loudest in her praise. “ From 
that time she was called the Hiboins of Ybrohbrbs, a name which 
posterity retains.” Fifteen years later, Mademoiselle de Verchdres con¬ 
tracted an honourable and happy marriage with the Sieur de la Parade. 
After a nobly spent life, she died at the age of sixty, in the same year as her 
husband.] 



AN INCIDENT IN THE HISTORY OF 
NEWFOUNDLAND. 

From “ SewfoundUiHd ; as ii was and as it is*' 

IN 1761, Lord Graves was Governor. So incon¬ 
siderable was the naval force on the station in 
this year that, in order to protect the homeward- 
bound vessels, a brig was equipped, with guns^ 
at the merchants’ expen.se, and the command was given to 
Lieut John Neal. In consequence of the island being left 
in this unprotected state, it was visited in the following year 
by a French squadron, which arrived at Bay Bulls on the 
24th June, and having landed their troops proceeded over¬ 
land to St. John’s where they took the garrison, of only 
sixty-three soldiers, together with the officers and crew of 
H.M.S. “ Grammont,” then lying in port. They inflicted 
every kind of inj'ury on the fishery and trade, and took 
Carbonear—which had hitherto resisted all aggression—and 
the village of Trinity. At the time this occurrence took place 
Governor Graves was in the “ Antelope,” engaged as a con¬ 
voy to a large fleet of merchantmen ; a sloop, however, was 
despatched to meet the Governor which fell in with him on 
the Grand Bank, and communicated an account of the de¬ 
vastations of the French fleet. The Governor, after adopt- 


Digitized by 


Goi'gle 


Original from 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 


Generated at Washington University in St. Louis on 2020-08-31 21:36 GMT / https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.32044090130964 

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust. 0 rg/access_use#pd-g 00 gle 


Digitiz«l by 


146 THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN 

ing measures to secure his convoy, sent the sloop to Ferry* 
land with a party of marines to fortify the (Isle aux Bote,) 
Isle of Boys, and from thence to proceed to Halifax with 
despatches to Admiral Lord Colville and Sir Jeffrey Amherst, 
the commander of the land and sea forces, whilst Governor 
Graves, in the “ Antelope,” repaired to Placentia, 

He found the forts of Placentia in ruins. Forts Freder¬ 
ick and Castle Hill, however, were immediately repaired. 

Immediately Lord Colville was made acquainted with the 
state of affairs at Newfoundland, he set sail for St, John’s. 
In the meantime Sir Jeffrey Amherst directed his brother, 
Colonel Amherst, to collect troops from Louisburgh, which 
he accordingly did, and joined the Admiral off St. John’s 
on the iith September, 1762, with eight hundred High¬ 
landers and some provincial infantry. 

The French squadron, under Monsieur de Temay, the 
Admiral, was lying within the harbour of St. John’s at 
anchor, and was a much superior force to the English. 

Previous to the arrival of Lord Colville from* Halifax, 
Robert Carter, Esq., of Ferryland, and Mr. Brooks, of Bay 
Bulls, had consulted together, and at their own expense col¬ 
lected a number of bank-fishing or western boats; which they 
cut down, and metamorphosed into very tolerable row*galleyS. 
This proceeding met the highest approbation of Lord Col¬ 
ville, who immediately availed himself of the advantages 
afforded by these boats for coasting along the surf-beaten 
shores. He manned them with natives, and embarked in 
each as many of the military as they could convey, with pro¬ 
visions, ammunition, &c.,and appointed Mr. Carter commo¬ 
dore, and Mr. Brooks, captain of the little squadron, and 
under cover of the evening shades despatched them to 
Torbay, where they arrived the ensuing morning. In the 
mean time a feint was made of landing the body of the 
troops from Lord Colville’s squadron at Quidi Vidi, whema 
sharp contest ensued. The English fought up the precipice 
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with desperation ; but the numbers of the French, and their 
superior advantage in situation, prevented the English dis¬ 
lodging them from their position, on Signal Hill. Neverthe¬ 
less, the scheme was complete; the western-boat military, 
under command of Colonel Amherst, effected a march 
through the forest and swamps from Torbay, without having 
been observed, until they reached the rising and more clear 
ground, about one mile from the French position. A rapid 
stream flowed between the armies, and several skirmishes 
were fought during the frequent attempts made by the 
English to cross this stream, which was more than usually 
over-flown. In one of these conflicts Major McKenzie uas 
severely wounded. The English now advanced upon Signal 
Hill, the strong position of the French, and in a short time 
drove the French from their guns. The French, however, 
still occupied .some strong forts in the centre of the town, 
from which they were driven on the 17th of September, 1762, 
and surrendered themselves prisoners of war. The French 
fleet under the command of Admiral de Ternay, took no 
part in the engagement; having escaped under concealment 
of a canopy of a thickly spreading fog, put to sea, and the 
Ei^tsh fleet being driven off to sea in a heavy gale of wind, 
were unable to pursue them. About twenty men belonging 
to the English, besides Captain McDonald and Lieutenant 
Sdniyler, of the Royal Dragoons, were killed, and Captain 
Balllie severely wounded. The French troops are said to 
have been some of the finest men belonging to their army, 
in those days Robert Carter, Esq., siipported a garrison on 
a small island called the (Isle aUx Bois) Isle of B037S,. 
situated near the entrance of the harbour of Ferryland, and 
Charles Garland, Esq., a detachment of military on an 
island, at the entrance of Carbonear. The services of these 
kulividuals were highly appreciated by the Government. 
Thdr descendants are numerous, and are among the most 
respectable inhabitants of Newfoundland. 
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COMPLIMENTS OF THE OLD NUMISMATISTS. 

By Robert Morris, L.L.D., LmGrangt, Kentucky. 

|HE very excellent work of Dr. Charles Patin, of 
Paris, entitled Familia Romance Antiquts Nu- 
mismatibus, (Paris, 1673,) is enlivened, as to the 
prefatory portions, by a collection of compli¬ 
mentary notices from the first savants of that day. In 
Canada and the United States there is a rising generation 
of coin students to whom a little of this salt of commen¬ 
dation,” is very grateful, and I have thought that the readers 
of the Canadian Antiquarian^ would relish the perusal of 
some older letters of this class. I translate them from Latin, 
into as easy English as I can command. 

“ The author (Patin.) is worthy of the fasces (a token of 
consular dignity,) who has restored the fasces to the world 
and given to the Consuls their proper family names, an array 
of very eminent men. He who preserved the health of so 
many by the art of healing (alluding to his profession as 
physician,) has given health to the nations by the aid of 
history.”—P. Legier. 

“ Seeing that through Dr. Patii^ we are able to recognize 
so many of the faces of illustrious men, his own face ought 
not to be wanting there.”—CHARLES Fleury. 

“ In answer to this broad hint, the folio Volume before 
me is illustrated by a splendid portrait of the author.” 

“ You see before you the likenesses of the men whom far- 
famed Rome saw. Some of them uttered grave pleadings 
in the courts, some framed laws for the citizens, some con¬ 
ducted the weightier campaigns throughout the world. 

“ Not one endeavor only, not one glorious design alone 
occupied those grand intelligences, but each one traversed 
every function of State. For after he had hastened through 
the military exercise, he returned to the city and became 
candidate for the highest honors through the appointed 
grades. Then he received the government, the armies were 
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entrusted to him, and he added great provinces to those al¬ 
ready conquered. Becoming aged, broken by wars, hard¬ 
ships and satiated with triumphs, he cultivated a delightful 
leisure, charming the elders with his prudent counsels, and 
his clients by his knowledge of civil law. So it is sure that 
no age was useless at Rome. 

** A pious posterity engraved the deeds and likenesses of 
these extraordinary persons and committed them to coins of 
diminutive size (referring to the fact that all the consular 
coins are small,) this honour was denied to them while 
living, (the first living person who was permitted to strike 
his portrait upon the national coinage was Julius Caesar, 
^B.C. 48.) But after a barbarous scum of nations had swept 
broadly over the City of Rome, the slain bodies of the 
nobles were burned promiscuously with the bronze statues 
•of the ancestors. 

“ But now, the gods favoring, the age has begun to shine 
and thesejcoins, snatched from their concealment, exchange 
the loss of a long interment by multiplied honour. Now 
there is given to them a new name, (Medals,) derived from 
the various metals. Each class of coin, selected not merely 
for the weight of the silver, or their money-value alone, is 
placed in compartments with kindred coins, and they are 
joined together in the manner of gems, in ivory nests. 

“ The pictured images of these coins which afford us such 
delight, are already adorned with the praises of learned men 
and fill great books. Fulvius Ursinus had already published 
accounts of many coins distributed among the Roman fam¬ 
ilies, but Charles Patin, heir of his father's skill, and his 
father s zeal, examined these matters, while yet his father was 
living, being himself rich in labour, rarely pursued by others. 
He was especially critical in describing the epigraphs and old 
types of those coins half-eaten with rust, and in detecting 
the ingenious frauds of the Italian artificers. He observed 
and described many things that had escaped Ursinus, which 
reflected light upon Roman History. 
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‘‘Therefore it moved the physician (Patin,) not only to 
heal the many wounds which lay concealed in the great 
body (of numismatical enquiry,) but to renovate the whole 
syste.m. As in ancient times, Medeia, daughter-in-law of 
Aeson, not only erased the homely wrinkles from the person 
and dyed the hair with tincture, but called back, it is said, 
the ,yery freshness and greenness of youth. (Referring to 
Ovid’s beautiful fiction. Met. VII, 163, 253, &c.)—CHARLES 
Flor US. 

“ O, Patin, bright star of your own nation, worthy heir 
of a lit.erary father, to whom the entire chorus of the learned 
goes up tc heaven, I applaud the labour thou hast made 
known upon the printed page, and congratulate the reader, 
fortunate both in the works already issued, and in those to 
come. In these, many obsolete names of the Romans are 
rescued with the happiest pen, like the Pheenix from their 
funeral piles, delighted to live again in never ending fame. 
In this thou hast emulated Esculapius who, as fame declares, 
even raised the dead, and therefore to Patin as to Esculapius, 
a sublimer place after death is due among the stars.”— 
Charles Sponius. 

“ When dead Rome recently breathed forth from figures 
still living, and eternal honor survived in these monuments 
of brass, the labor was Patin s. Do you ask concerning his 
medical skill ? Look, he has brought both men and gods 
tolife!”—P. Du Quesnoy. 

“ Among the people of northern France, (of which Patin 
was native,) whatever intellectual man there is who loves 
Pallas, holds the talented Patin in esteem. Nature there has- 
astonished the world with two, the father and the son, and 
she is dubious to which she shall tender the more honorabk 
torch. Each is a Phoenix, ambitious of the highest flight,, 
note-worthy through the weight of his own intelligence. To 
the learning of the charming guide Patin, there is added 
by his son Charles that he has investigated the Sacred re- 
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cords of the oTd consuls, and committed them to the secret 
care of middle Vesta and here the work of the Caelipgt(sns 
is marvellous indeed. On this account the French King has 
assigned the royal antiquities to his care, and desires tjjat 
^uch great functions be borne by this Atlas. Shine th^ 
oh Charles, more than gold, more than brass, to remind \is 
even more of hidden things, than the Phrygian, (Virgil!) 
while thou thyself laborest for great Jupiter.— KeineRUS 
Neuhusius. 



NEW YEARS DAY 1878. 

|HE mildness of the season during this winter lias 
been the subject of general comment, and it (so 
to speak,) culminated in a Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day without sleighing, and mirabile 
a steamboat excursion on the St. Lawrence; these un¬ 
precedented events having happened whilst the present 
number of The Antiqnarian has been passing through the 
press, we, as faithful chroniclers, have to record the striking 
of a Medalet commemorative of this notable occurrence ; the 
size of the medal k No. 19, and the Obverse bears in the 
centre of the field a well executed figure of the “ Longueuil ” 
ferry-boat with the inscription “ En memoire d’une excur¬ 
sion snr le St. Laurent—Vapeur Longueuil—Montreal, ler 
Jan., 1878,” whilst the Rei^erse bears a like inscription in 
English, “ To celebrate an excursion on the St, Lawrence, 
1st January, 1878.” The dies were prepared by Messrs. 
Geo. Bishop & Co., of this City, and we understand that 500 
of the medals were sold on the day of the excursion. They 
are in white metal, and many of them are poor in execution. 
On account of the haste in j)roducing them. We learn, how¬ 
ever, that a few are to be struck in silver, and they will, with¬ 
out doubt, be highly prized by tliose fortunate enough to 
obtain them. 
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NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 
OF MONTREAL. 

MEETING was held on Monday, iSth October,, 
at which the following donations were received :: 

Complete edition of L*Annuairf de VtUa 
Marie ,—By Major L. H. Latour, (the author,)' 

Fac-simile copy of The Dicies and Sayings of the Philoso- 
pherSt the first book printed in England, by Caxton. Lon— 
don, 1877. 

Processions of the Kings and Queens of England. Lon¬ 
don, 1820. 

A volume of Sotheby’s priced Catalogue of six sales,. 
1841.—By Mr. W. McLennan. 

Ten Seals with Autographs.—By M. Le M. Masselin. 

Numismatic Pamphlet, illustrated.—By R. Chalon, Brus¬ 
sels, (the author.) 

The usual Magazines and exchanges of the Society were 
also received. 

The following interesting documents were exhibited bjr 
Major Latour: 

Orders signed at Quebec in 1651, by Louis D’Aillebout,. 
Governor of New France. 

Document signed by Jean de Lauzon, with seal, at Quebec 
in 1652, also Governor of New France. 

Extract from Register of Council at Quebec, 1651. Sign- 
ed “ Andouart.” 

Document, “Foy et Hommage.” Signed Bigon, with 
seal at Quebec, 1723. 

By Mr. Horn,—Portraits of General Murray, 1st British 
(Governor of Canada, and Sir John Cope Sherbrooke,. 
Governor of Canada in 1816, with original autograph. 

By Gerald E. Hart,—North West Company Token, (S. 
No. 13,) so far as known unique, and a set of Indian Medals,, 
silver, (Sandham 40, 59, 60, 61); also— 
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1st. Obv., Geo. Ill and Queen Charlotte, facing, under 
drapery. Rev., Royal Arms, as No. 59, size 24. 

2nd. Obv., Queen Victoria, bust to left, Wyon, and with 
engraved inscription. Presented to Joseph M. Itkobeitch, 
chief of the Micmac Indians at Restigouche, by the Minister 
of War and Colonies, by command of the Queen, 25th 
January, 1842. Rev., Royal Arms with legend “ Victoria 
dei Gratia Britanniarum Regina, Fid : Dei.” size 48, weight 
4% ozs. 

3rd. Obv., Louis XV. Rev., Honos et Victor. 

By Mr. Mott,—A Bronze Medal, struck for distribution 
amongst the North West Indians on the surrender of the 
Territory to the Dominion of Canada, by the Hudson s Bay 
Company. 

Obv., Bust of the Queen, “ Victoria Regina.” Rev., 
Handsome wreath of oak leaves and acorns, the stems tied 
by a bow, plain field. 

After the reading of correspondence. 

On motion of Mr. Rose, seconded by Gerald E. Hart, 
Robert Morris, Esq., L.L.D., Lagrange, Kentucky, was el¬ 
ected a Corresponding member of the Society. 

On motion of Mr. Horn, Mr, W. McLennan, was ap¬ 
pointed to fill the vacancy on the staff of the Canadian 
Antiquarian, vacated by Mr. Rose. 

The President having stated that the Society was about 
to lose the attendance of one of its members, who was 
leaving the City to take up his residence in Toronto, the 
Secretary read the following resolutions, which were adopted 
nem. con : a copy thereof on parchment to be presented to 
Mr. Rose: 

“ That the members of the Numismatic and Antiquartan 
Socuty of Montreal, (on the occasion of the departure of 
Daniel Rose, Esq., from Montreal to take up his residence 
in Toronto,) desire to place on record their regret at losing 
his valued presence among them, they are sensible of the 
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earnest and unflagging interest he has uniformly displayed 
in the operations of the Society, from its very foundation, 
Mr. Rose having been amongst its founders, and having 
served in every office. Especially the members of the 
Society cannot suflfer their esteemed Vice-President to leave 
them without conveying their grateful recollections o( his 
many valued services in connection with the Society’s 
Magazine, “ The Canadian Antiquarian^' services without 
which it is not possible that the Magazine could have at^ 
tained its present creditable position. 

Although the members will miss Mr. Rose’s presence from 
among them, they trust, even from a distance, that the 
Society will still receive his valuable aid and counsel, and 
they sincerely wish that in a commercial point of view all 
success may attend him in his new home, thus although the 
parting with their old and esteemed friend has its regrets, 
the unbroken friendship of the past fifteen years in existence 
mutually between Mr. Rose and the members of the Society 
will, it is hoped, be lasting. 

Signed on behalf of the members of the Society. 

Henry Mott, President, 
Gerald E. Hart, Secretary, 

The following resolution was also adopted unanimously: 

That the Society most heartly express their appreciation 
of the earnest and energetic manner in which their Secretary, 
Mr. Gerald E. Hart, worked from the inception of the Cax- 
ton Celebration to its close, and to whom more than any 
other, is due the success of so large and interesting ‘an 
Exhibition. 

A regular meeting of the Society was held on Tuesday 
Evening, the 20th November, 1877, 2tt which the following 
donations were handed to the Curator, (Mr. McLennan,): 

First number Dictionarie Numismatic; ipKv Alex. Bou- 
thoweki, from the publisher, J. O. Weigel, *Leipzigj with pro¬ 
mise of successive numbers. Four parts. Catalogues of 
books from S. Calvary & Co., Berlin. 
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Catalogue of a Coin sale from Adolph Weyl, Berlin. 

By-Laws of the Vermont Numibmatic Society from the 
President, M. D. Gilmour. 

Two Ten pound iron Cannon balls, three iron axe heads, 
one stone wedge, one stone adze, from Geo. Cushing, found 
by him on the site of Fort Petite Rochelle on the Resti- 
gouche, which was taken by the English under Admiral 
Byron in 1760. 

The following exhibits were laid on the table : 

Gerald E. Hart.—Eight French Canadian Medalets issued 
in 1877, and described in current number of Antiquarian. 

Two varieties of the Bank of Montreal half-pennies of 
iS39i from different dies. 

Pattern Cent of Nova Scotia, 1861. 

R. W. McLachlan.—Five Silver Indian Chief Medals, two 
of which are different to those shewn at previous meeting, 
viz., Nos. 60 and 62, Sandham. 

G. E. Hart. —Douglas Medal, Sandham, No. 64, and an¬ 
other, Obv.: View of the College, being reverse view to 
that of preceding medal, with “ Douglas Medal, Kings 
College, New Brunswick, 1829.** Rev.: Same as preceding, 
size 24, gold. 

Henry Mott.—Two Napoleon Medals, Silver,—i Octagon¬ 
al as Premier Consul. The other “ L*an 4 de Buonaparte.” 
Several arms emblazoned of the Governors of Nouvelle 
France. 

Mr. W. McLemian.—-A Dagger of 17th century. Flam¬ 
boyant blade. 

The following new members were proposed by Mr. R. W. 
McLachlan, seconded by Gerald E. Hart:—George Baby, 
Esq., M.P., Jolliette, and Henry Rose, Esq., Montreal. 

Moved by R. W. McLachlan, seconded by Mr. W. 
McLennan,—That in view of the laborious services rendered 
by Mr. Henry Mott and Mr. George A. Holmes during the 
Caxton Celebration, as a recognition of their services they 
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be elected life members of the Society.—Carried un¬ 
animously. 

On motion of Mr. McLennan, it was resolved.—That in 
future all ordinary meetings of the Society be held on the 
3rd Tuesday of each month, subject to the usual adjourn¬ 
ment. 

The annual meeting was fixed for the nth December. 
(Tuesday.) 

Mr. McLennan stated that he had seen Dr. Dawson, re¬ 
lative to granting a room in the Natural History Society 
building for the sole use of this Society, and that he desired 
a formal request in writing so as to obtain the views of the 
Council of the Natural History Society. The Secretary was 
desired to write. 

The Treasurer laid before the meeting statement of the 
Caxton Celebration accounts. 

The annual meeting was held Tuesday, 1 ith December, 
at uhich reports from the President, Treasurer and Curator 
were presented, and after other routine business the follow¬ 
ing gentlemen were elected as Office-bearers for the year 
1878: 

Hon. P. J. O. Chauveau, President. 

Henry Mott, Vice President. 

Gerald E. Hart, 

G. A. Holmes, Treasurer. 

Wm. McLennan, Curator. • 

L. M. Lewis, Secretary. 

Editing Committee of the “ Antiquarian,” Messrs Henry 
Mott, W. McLennan, and John Horn. 

The meeting thereafter adjourned. 
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VoL. VT. Montkeai.. Arkil, 1878. No. 4. 


THE FIRST PAGES OF WISCONSIN HISTORY. 



[ECKONED by her years in the Union, Wiscon¬ 
sin is younger than twenty-nine of our States, 
but reckoned from the year it was firr>t traversed 
by white men it is older than almost all of them. 

Most eastern readers of Bincroft’s first edition of “ United 
States History,” saw with surprise that Wisconsin was cross¬ 
ed by Joliet and Marquette on their way to descend the 
Mississippi as early as 1673—more than two centuries ago. 
But some years ago, (in 1853.) the well known historian, 
J. G. Shea, discovered in the Jesuit Relations, for the year 
1640, this passage, written by the Jesuit Father Le Jeunc, 
from Quebec to France : ** M. Nicolet, w'ho has penetrated 
farthest into these most di.stant regions, has assured me that 
if he had pushed on three days longer on a great river which 
issues from the second lake of the Hurons, (Lake Michigan,) 
he w^ould iiave found the sea. Now I strongly suspect this 
sea is on the north of Me.xico. that thereby we could have 
an entrance into Japan and China.” 
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On the strength of this testimony, Parkman Jesuits in 
North America,’ p. 166,) wrote: “As early as 1639, Nicolet 
ascended the Green Bay of Michigan, and crossed the waters 
of the Mississippi.*' 

The word Mississippi, meaning great waters, was ambig¬ 
uous—and though really denoting a river, might well be 
taken for a sea. 

Thus thirty-four years—more than a generation—were at 
once added to the age of Wisconsin. 

“ Badgers ” now boasted that European feet had trod their 
soil and floated on their waters within nine years after the 
founding of Boston, which claims to be of all other cities 
most ancient, as well as honorable. 

It has just come to light that they had better reason than 
they knew of for a greater boast than this. In the lowest 
deep a lower deep still opens. Father Le Jeune, it will be 
noticed, writing in 1640 regarding the explorations of M. 
Nicolet, gives no date. That that voyageur had then just 
returned was a natural inference of Shea, Parkman and 
others, who thought his tidings too good not to be trumpeted 
through the world as if by telegraph. 

But they were all mistaken. Nicolet’s expedition to the 
Wisconsin river is now proved to have been in the year 1634. 
But how is this new antiquity proved ? How are five years 
added at a stroke to the historic era of Wisconsin ^ 

A recod'd has been detected in Canadian archives, by 
Benjamin Suite, of Ottawa, that Nicolet started from Three 
Rivers on a western voyage in July, 1634, returned the 
year followi.ng. But it is natural to ask, “ May not this 
adventurer have made later voyages, even as he had made 
others before } ’* 

Suite’s answer is, “ By no means. The voyage of 
1634-5 was his last. In 1635 Nicolet became interpreter 
and fur-factor for the hVench Company—called the ‘ Hun¬ 
dred Associates.* Their accounts and other papers show 
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that he was stationed at their post of Three Rivers, midway 
between Montreal and Quebec, and that he remained there 
till 1642, when, while on a business journey to the latter 
city, he was accidentally drowned.” Thus Suite proves an 
alibi for Nicolet. Until, then, .some one can show Nicolet 
to have had divine ubiquity,—or as medi^vals believed of 
angels and devils, duh'xquxXy, the power of being in two 
places at once,—he must be admitted to have di.scovered 
Wisconsin some five years before white men have been sup¬ 
posed to have shown themselves there. Doubtless it will 
add a cubit to the stature of every “ Badger ” to have five 
years thus added to the annals of his commonwealth. 

Possibly it may turn out that they have stil« more reason 
to exult. Suite’s researches have made it out that Nicolet 
was domesticated as one of themselves among the Indians as 
early as 1618, at first on the Ottawa, half way to Lake Huron, 
and after two years in tribes bordering on that lake itself. 

The •* Badger ” State was but one step further, and was a 
thoroughfare for a prehistoric commerce in Mexican shells 
etc., etc. 

Since the impossible always happens, why may it not be 
demonstrated that Nicolet had explored Wisconsin even ear¬ 
lier than the year 1630,—that is, before the settlement of 
Boston itself } Wisconsin would have these five years added 
to her annals as gladly as any ancient maiden would have 
them substracted from hers. 

Suite describes Nicolet as meeting the Wisconsin tribes in 
council of four thousand warriors who feasted on six score 
of beavers. He appealed before them in a robe of state, 
adorned with figures of flowers and birds. Approaching with 
a pistol in each hand, he fired both at once. The astonished 
natives hence styled him “ Thunder Bearer.” This spectacu¬ 
lar display was in keeping with the policy which marked the 
old French regime in two worlds, and which for two centur¬ 
ies proved equally sovereign in both. 
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Wisconsin antiquity being demonstrated to be so consider¬ 
able, let no New Englander or old Englander taunts us a 
the big dunce did the infant phenomenon in a Sabbath 
School, saying: “ No wonder you can tell without a book 
who made you, you have not been made more than a fort¬ 
night.’* 

J. D. Butler, L.L. D., Madison, Wis. 


RECORDS OF HENRY HUDSON, 

CORRESPONDENT of the writing from 

York I'actory, Hiid'-on’s Bay, states that in 
searching among the archives of that old post, 
the agent of the Hudson Bay company came 
upon a singular collection of relics. Among them is a vel¬ 
lum-bound diary, contents illegible, with the word Anneau” 
embo.ssed on the upper cover, and a breviary printed at 
Rouen in 1701, with the word “ Anneau ” written on the 
fly leaf, and underneath it the following words : 

“ Les navires peuvent hyverner ♦ * ♦ M’dme Rouen 

1705 et Paris 1698 * ♦ ♦ Peine Tristesse. Douleur 

« ♦ * 

•f" Conijic de Jes. 1706. 

Sur la Cote Septentrionale du Lac Superievr 1729 • * • 

Tons les Sauuages ont beaucovp de confiance en moi 

* * * L’hyver 1728 ; tres long et des plue rigoreux 

♦ ♦ ♦ p p* Anneau Rouen * * * " 

Doubtless these articles once belonged to the great Father 
Anneau, who figured in the early history of that region and 
is sometimes called by the French chroniclers the “ Martyr 
of the Frozen Nortn.” His history, 1 as given by them, is 
briefly as follows : 

“ In 1728, M. de la Verendrye, commandant of the French 
post on Lake Nepigon, was ordered by the governor of 
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‘Quebec to proceed westward as far as the Assiniboine rivfer 
and see if, as was then thought, the Pacific ocean rolled be^ 
low the Height of Land. In 1736 one of V^r^ndrye’l 
sons with a company of twenty men was sent by hisJaJ:^le4 
to explore the Lake of the Woods country. On their way 
from the Assiniboine, where Verendrye the? elder was cn-i 
<amped, his band fell in with Father AnneaUj/one of the 
most intrepid of the Jesuits. He agreed to accornpany them 
to the Lake of the Woods, and there every soul was/niassaored 
-on an island in the lake. A party of Canadian voyageuPSi 
who came upon their bodies some days after, saw their heads 
piled in a heap on the robes of beaver they carried with theni 
^s blankets. Young Verendrye was. lying upon his stomachi 
his back hacked u ith knives and a spade driveniinto.llis Ipinsi 
His headless trunk was decorated .with porcupine, quillsk 
Father Anneau, who had not been beheaded, had a.frightful 
gash in his abdomen, from which his entrails.had been tprUi 
One hand-—his right—pointed upward ; his left had been cut 
off. Their entire camp equipage and personal effects had 
been .-stolen by the Indians who had butchered them. DoubU 
less these, relics were brought ii) there by the; Indians or 
traders having dealings with the.tribes. who.j;i the l6ng ago 
were scattered round the Take of the.Woods.’*! i 

Several copper plates were also found, jeach with 
graving of the arms of the Roi Tre.s..Chretien of France^ 
Louis XI/V. Tluse no, doubt, were ;d.epositedf in cairns by 
the early French ex[)’orcrs. ♦ Le Sieur Bourdon,.who explor¬ 
ed the Labr.idor coast aiul entered Hudson’s Bay. in l656< 
was the first of ihe.se. When he landed where the post now. 
stand.s, “lie stepped ashore,”-.saAii tlve cbrcuti'cle, aalling- 
on God to bless thts n/fwTound land v and. though it was £0 
o’clock at night, and a fierce and blustery migjit, he at.onco 
planted -a cross in the*name .of the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, and deposited at.the foot of it His Majesty’s aricna 
'engraved in copper* and laid between ^two sheets of .le^ad^ 
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while the sailors returned thanks for their good deliverance 
from the perils of the wintry seas.” The other explorers— 
Dablon, Valliere, Dii^iuet. &c.—followed Bourdon’s example 
in planting crosses, but they usually placed the King’s arms 
ih a cairn of stones’. But perhaps the most interesting dis¬ 
covery is that of a quantity of French manuscript, written 
in 1618. by one who signs himself Louis Marin, mariner,” 
and describing the sufferings of the expedition under 
Hudson, which entered this bay in 1612 and gave the com¬ 
mander’s name to it. Hudson, it may be well to say. sailed 
from the Thames in the Discovery in 1610. He passed Ice¬ 
land, doubled the southern promontory of Greenland and 
entered the straits now called after him and wintered in the 
bay. The ship’s supplies were exhausted some weeks be¬ 
fore spring; the Discovery was jamnied in the ice, and. 
driven frantic by their sufferings, the crew' mutinied. Hud¬ 
son, with his son and eight of the crew, w'ere sent adrift ii> 
an open boat when the ice broke. They were never seen 
again. Marin, the writer of this manuscript, appears to 
have been one of the mutineers, but of himself he says but 
little. The following is a full translation of the document: 

” I. Louis Marin, mariner, a Breton born, sailed from 
London in the good ship Discovery under Capt. Hudson^ 
Of our voyage to this bay I know nothing, for before we 
coasted Iceland I was attacked with fever and became de¬ 
lirious. I simply write here of what I saw in the winter of 
A. D. i6i2 . Before the winter came I went ashore. We 
saw many Indians, anti O God, the father they killed their 
old men in sacrifice and drank human blood for their holy 
eucharist. Their women were lewd and very wicked. The 
Indians seized one of the sailors whom they caught in adul¬ 
tery, and drove a charred fagot through his brdy and placed 
his head on a wigwam. When the ice was forming it was 
found that the provisions were nearly exhausted and some 
of them rotten. The men grumbled, and one of them craw- 
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led towards the shore, intending to join the savages, He sot 
out at noon, but the cold was so great that he soon lost the 
use of his limbs, and an Esquimaux, who was our guide Of 
•pilot, went after him and killed him, for he was,in greaf 
-agony from frost-bites. We lived on seal oil, and soon a 
•loathsome disease covered us with itching sores. One ipaq, 
the ship’s carpenter, died of it, and three or four becaipf 
blind. One night, while we were in great n^isery, stars fel^ 
»from the heavens in countless numbers, and we rejoiced t9 
think for a time that the end of the world had came,., Oqf 
captain was gloomy all the time, and the men often curbed 
him in his hearing for bringing them to such a p^s§. Spring 
was very tardy in coming, but when the ice-field broke 
wethru.st Hudson and the five blind.sailors into tbepinnacp 
and told them to go ashore. We headed the ship out thaj 
flight, and in the morning the pinnace had disappeared., I 
became afraid of the crew and of the ship, for every ,pighyt 
at midnight the ghosts of our captain and the five blind ,sa^ 
dors came aboard and troubled us sorely. While I was 
my prayers one night one of the ghosts told me to leave the 
ship, and when we touched on the coast for, water I.,ra^ 
away from it. An Indian woman treated me very kindly, 
and 1 recovered from my loathsomeness.*’ 

This is written in large hand on ten slips of paper, appa^- 
-ently torn from a book. These relics will tje forwarded to 
■the office of the Hudson’s B^y company in Lipndon. 
Alranv Argus, January 24 ., i 8 j 8 , ,, ,, 

-—-^ :• 

HOW A “ BROCK •COPPER CANCELLED < A . 
DEBT. OF $Spo.. . . , 


“ Here Truth iiiijpircs piy Tale..” ’ f , - 

[N the year 1,315 Iffiert^.ljyeiJ in }{.ing.ston a 

named Ackroyd. He was a wholqsale merchant 
and had during the two previous lyears spl^ 
;gpod;j tp a ypui^g country mercfjant jpame^ 
Satnuel Harlow and had received satisfactory payment for the 
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^ame. About three weeks before the proclamation of peace- 
between England and the United States, Harlow came to 
Kingston and purchased goods, paying part down, and leav¬ 
ing a balance due to Ackroyd of $500. As soon as peace 
took place the value of merchandise fell fifty per cent. 
•Harlow went to Kingston and told Ackroyd that the goods 
he had bought of him would not bring half the money he 
had promised to pay for them, atid requested him to take 
thehi back in part payment at a discount of forty percent, as. 
he, Harlow, was not able to pay for them. They quarrelled 
lind Ackroyd threatened to put him in gaol. 

' ''Harlow returned home, and in twenty-four hours he sold 
all hi^ goods to his friends, and his store was empty. Ack¬ 
royd capiased Harlow, obtained a judgment against him 
for debt and costs, and put him in gaol, saying he would 
get his pay or keep him there ten years. In order, however,, 
to fulfil his threat according to the provisions of the law at 
that time he had to pay Harlow one dollar per week, payable 
tvery Monday morning before 10 o’clock. 

At the time that Harlow was put in gaol there was a great 
Scarcity of small change as circulating medium in money 
uflfairs, and much inconvenience was felt among all classes 
of business men. As soon as the Yankees found out the 
starchy they smuggled into Upper Canada large quantities 
df “ Brock Coppers.” They were eagerly accepted, without 
regard to real value, and in a short time the country was 
glutted with spurious coin. 

A few weeks after Harlow’s imprisonment, a meeting of 
the business men of Kingston was called for the purpose 
of putting a stop to the circulation of a coin composed of 
spurious metal, known as “ Brock Coppers,” and the follow¬ 
ing advertisement appeared in the Kingston papers : 

‘‘WE. THE undersigned. Merchants. Hotel-Keepers,. 
Grocers. Mechanics and business men of the Town of King¬ 
ston, do hereby make the following statement that : Where 
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as the circulation of the Brock Copper has become a nuisance, 
and a loss to the holders thereof, we do hereby agree that 
we will not offer them in payment for any articles that we 
purchase, nor receive them in payment for any article that 
we sell. They are composed of spurious metal, and are 
are of no value.” 

Signed by sixty-four of the business men of Kingston, 
with Ackroyd’s name at the head of the list. 

Five days after the appearance of the above notice, Mr. 
Ackroyd had occasion to go to Montreal, and expecting 
to be ab'jent from Kingston a fortnight, he left money with 
his lawyer, Mr. Allan McLean, to pay Harlow his weekly 
allowance. The next Monday, Mr. McLean went to the 
gaol and met the gaoler’s wife, Mrs. Dulmage. at the door. 
He handed her some money, saying ** here is Harlow’s dollar. 
I wish yon tv-j give it to him immediately. It is now just 9 
•o’clock. You know he mu.st have it befoie lO. 

She took the money, and went into the debtor’s room, cal¬ 
led Harlow, and said, “ here is the dollar that Ackroyd sent 
you, ” and was about to put it into his hand at once, when 
Harlow said, “count it to me, I am afraid he has not sent 
enough.” 

She said, “ here are three pieces of silver, is 3d each, mak- 
'ing 3s 9d, and here is a Halifax shilling, making 4s 9d, and 
•six coppers, making one dollar.” 

“ Count the coppers.” said Harlow, carefully eyeing them, 
-and noticing one “ Brock copper,” among them, but saying 
nothing about it, and adding. “ I don’t take black money. 
If I have got to play the gentleman on a dollar a week I 
must have all white money. 

She said, “ I have no time to be fooling with you. I’ll 
put the money on the cup-board ; and whenever you want 
it, it is ready for you.” 

Harlow waited till noon and then sent for his lawyer. 
The lawyer came, and asked Mrs. Dulmage if she had the 
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money that she had offered to Harlow, She said, “ here is 
4s. gd., in silver, and three pence in coppers.*’ 

The lawyer asked her if she was willing to make oath 
that that was the very money she had offered Harlow, she 
replied in the affirmative. He said, “ please count the cop¬ 
pers again, and name them.” 

“ Well here are six coppers.” 

“ Please tell of what kind.” 

Well, here are five old coppers, and one new “ Brock 
Copper.” 

A notary was sent for, to whom Mrs. Dulmage made oath 
to the facts. The lawyer gathered all the papers and do¬ 
cuments appertaining to Harlow’s imprisonment, and en¬ 
closing them with the newspaper containing the aforesaid 
advertisement, Mrs. Dulmage’s affidavit, and the money, in 
one package, sent it by mail to the Court at York, and ten 
days after the Sheriff received an order saying that as Ackroyd 
had failed to pay the money required by law, he must set 
Harlow at liberty as the debt was cancelled. Harlow ac¬ 
cordingly came out with flying colours, and said he did not 
see the reason the Kingston people had for making such a 
fuss about “ Brock copper.” For his part he thought they 
were better than gold, and he should save a handful to remem¬ 
ber Ackroyd by. 

T. S. Wood, Picton, Ontario. 


STONE MEDALLION FOUND AT ST. GEORGE, 

N.B. 

HARLOTTE County, New Brunswick, was at one 
time a place much frequented by Indians, and 
various interesting relics of their former occupa¬ 
tion of the country have been from time to time 
discovered. On the Portage road at St. George, stone pipes,, 
chisels, tomahawks, &c., have frequently been turned up, and 
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a few years since an object of much ethnoloi^ical interest 
was found, in the shape of a stone medallion, having the 
full-sized head of an Indian sculptured upon it. 



This stone is now in the collection of the Natural History 
Society at St. John, N. B. On one of the mountains on 
Lake Utopia, there was at one time, a curious structure re¬ 
sembling an altar, and built with large slabs of granite. 
Recently some Vandals tumbled the largest block down the 
hill-side, and into the lake. 

Scribner's Monthly, 


confkdp:rate hard money. 



HE following description of the only hard money 
of the Confederate States may be of interest as 
a matter of record :— 

O/nrrse —Head of Liberty, with Phrygian cap 


to the left ; “ Confederate States of America,*’ 1861. 


Reverse —Wreath of ears of corn and wheat, with cotton 


bale at the bottom, in centre, “ One Cent,” size of small nic¬ 


kel cent. 


I have made diligent researches to ascertain the history 
of this piece, and while in Philadelphia last year, was only 
able to gather the following information :—The dies were 
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made by Mr. Lovett, of Philadelphia, in 1861, on an order 
from the South, but whether the order came from the Govern¬ 
ment, or from a private individual, I am unable to state, as 
Mr. Lovett gave at the time a pledge of secresy, which he 
was even then unwilling to violate. After making the dies 
Mr. Lovett struck twelve pieces in nickel, and probably think¬ 
ing that he might have some difficulty in reference to the 
matter, he mentioned it to no one until 1873, when he sold 
ten pieces in nickel, which, he stated, were all he had, having 
lost two pieces. One of the lost pieces was the means of 
tracing up the dies, which had been sent South. The dies 
having been recovered by a distinguished Numismatist of 
Philadelphia, who showed the reverse of the die and cent to 
me, determined to have 500 struck in copper, but the collar 
burst, and" the dies were badly broken after the following had 
been struck:—55 in Copper; 12 in Silver; 7 in Gold.. 

In ‘my opinion the time has fully arrived when the name 
d 7 ‘tHe part^ or parties who ordered the dies should properly 
Be divulged, and also such memoranda as would at once di.s- 
pel the doubt that exist, in some minds as to the origin of 

thilcW.^*’ 

J. W. Crawford. 

Lynchburg, Va., February gth, 1878. 


OLD RECORDS. 



HANCE has recently thrown in our way a volume 
of the Gentleman 5 Magazine for 1758, published 
in London. It contains many interesting and 
curious items connected with the history of that 


period—nearly^ a century and a quarter ago-^-including some 


events transpiring in Nova Scotia. We find the following 
Memorfil df the Grand Jury of Halifax^ Nova'Scotia :— 
To his Ex'ielFenCy Charles Lawrence,’Esq.; Captarin General 
arid Commander in Chief of* his Majesty's Provinceof 
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Nova Scotia, and to the Honorable his Majesty’s 
Council of the said Province. 

The Memorial of the Grand Jury for the County of Halifax, 
in the Province aforesaid, humbly sheweth ; 

That whereas a memorial has lately been delivered to the 
lieutenant governor by a number of the principal merchants 
and freeholders of Halifax addressed to his honour the lieu¬ 
tenant governor, ard the honourable council, humbly desir¬ 
ing, for the reason therein mentioned, that this town may be 
put into some state of defence, fur the preservation of the 
place, and of themselves, their families, and effects ; and 
having as yet received no answer, they are altogether uncer¬ 
tain whether their request will be complied with, or not. 

And as we Robert Sanderson, jo.seph Rundle, John 
Anderson, Paul Prichard, Hugh McCoy, Joseph Fairbanks, 
William Schwartz, Robert Campbell, William Pantree, John 
Killick, John Brooks, Henry Wilkinson, Walter Manning, 
John Slay tor, Richard Catherwood, Joseph Peirse, Alexander 
Cunningham, Richard Tritton, Jonathan Gifford, and Ben¬ 
jamin Leigh, the Grand Jury for the county of Halifax, are 
(under the present circumstances of the colony) the only 
representative body of the people. We in behalf of all the 
inhabitants of this town, do unanimously and most earnestly 
entreat your excellency, and the honorable council, that they 
may no longer remain in a state of uncertainty, but may 
be acquainted as .soon as can be, what they have to trust 
to ; and that if any thing is to be undertaken for their se¬ 
curity, they may be prepared to lend their utmost assistance 
towards carrying it on, by contributing either their labour, 
their attendance as overseers, or their money, as it shall best 
suit their circumstances ; which we know all the inhabitants 
of this town in general are ready most cheerfully to do. 

But if, unhappily for them, their prayers cannot be heard, 
we humbly beg, in their behalf, that they may immediately 
know it, in order to take the first opportunity to convey 
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themselves, their families and effects, to a place of greater 
safety, in some of the neighboring colonies. 

Halifax, Nov. i. 1757. 

Among the Prirliamentary grants for the year 1758 there 
were—“ For suppo»-ting the colony of Nova Scotia (upon 
account) ;^9,oo2 5s. od. ;** and “ for the forces and garrisons 
in the plantations and Gibraltar, and for provisions for the 
garrison in Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, Gibraltar, and Pro¬ 
vidence, ^^62 3,704 os. 2d. 

The whole appropriation for the year was ;£‘io,486,457 os, 
od., nearly all of which was in connection with the array, 
navy, fortifications, subsidies for war purposes to foreign 
allies, &c. 


QUEEN ANNE*S FARTHING. 


H ALWAYS had from my earliest recollection a 
curious idea of the intrinsic value of these far¬ 
things, and until recently I believed all the fables 
circulated concerning them, but owing to a doubt 
having been expressed as to the truthfulness of these reports 
I have after some trouble and research, collected a few in¬ 
teresting facts, not only in regard to the farthing; but also 
some information in respect to the stories in circulation. The 
prevailing opinion many years ago in regard to the real 
farthing of Anne was, “ That there were but three farthings 
struck, the die breaking in casting the third.” “ The British 
Museum had two of them, and would give a large sum for 
the third.” These and other stories equally untrue, having 
gained credit at the time, were the cause of much trouble to 
those who believed them. To give an idea what mischief 
these unfortunate reports caused, I shall mention one or two 
instances which occurred. In the City of Dublin many years 
since, a young man named Home, employed by a con¬ 
fectioner, having been sent out for some change, in counting 
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the money he received, discovered one of these farthings, 
for which he substituted a c"»mmon one. As the ^tory goes 
he disposed of it to a gentleman for a large snm, but not 
keeping his own council, his master heard of it, and deman¬ 
ded the treasure as his property, the young man refused to 
give it, and he was brought into the Recorder’s Court where 
he was sentenced to twelve months imprisonment. On being 
released he started in business for himself, and as my in¬ 
formant tells me, who has been very often in his shop in 
Sackville Street, he was very successful about this time, the 
building which had formerly been used as the Post Office 
took fire, and was totally destroyed. The site finally came 
into Home’s possession, how, or what way, I am unable to 
say; however, it is supposed he built the Arcade there, which 
led from College Green to St. Andrew Street, and was known 
as Home’s Arcade. 

To return to the farthing, as far as can be ascertained at 
present, there are at least six distinct varieties, five of the.se 
are patterns, and were not struck for common currency, but 
used only as medals. Four of these patterns were struck 
in 1713, and one in 1714. Now we come to the sixth, the 
real* farthing of Anne, struck for common currency in the 
year 1714. The only difference between the pattern of 
1714, and the farthing of the same year is the inscription. 
On the head side of the former, is the inscription, “ Anna 
Regina,” on that of the latest, Anna Dei Gratia.” There 
were upwards of 500 of these farthings in circulation, and 
passed as common currency until hoarded for its beauty, and 
peculiarity, it being the only copper coin of Anne’s reign> 
excepting the half-pence, which were all patterns, and never 
were circulated. There is also a small counter of Queen 
Anne, of which there are several hundreds. It is about the 
size of a farthing, but made of brass. “ A story is told of 
a poor labourer and his wife having travelled on foot from 
Yorkshire to London, with one of these brass counters, in 
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hope of making their fortune by it. and judge their disap¬ 
pointment on finding it worthless.’* In the year 1835, a 
gentleman endeavoured to trace from what source these 
fables could have originated, and on asking a gentleman of 
great practical knowledge in numismatics, he stated “ that, 
many years since, a lady of Yorkshire, having lost one of 
these farthings, offered a large reward for the same, being 
probably to her, valuable as a relic from some departed 
friend, and by this accident, an erroneous and imaginary 
value became attached to Queen Anne’s Farthings.” I 
shall endeavour to procure impressions of the.se farthings, 
and should I be so fortunate, I may on some future occasion 
contribute another paper on thi-. interesting subject. 

Montreal, February, 1878. C. W. 


BITS. 

ELIEVING that they may not be considered al¬ 
together mal-apropos, we make no apology for 
giving the following morceaux, from the versatile 
pen of Thomas Hood :— 

On the Depreciated Money. 

They may talk of the plugging and sweating. 

Of our coinage that’s minted ol gold. 

But to me it produces no fretting, 

Of its shortness of weight to be told. 

All the sov’reigns I’m able to levy, 

As to lightness can never be wrong. 

But must surely be some of the heavy. 

For I never can carry them long. 


On the New Half-Farthings. 

Too small for any marketable shift. 

What purpose can there be for coins like these 
Hush, hush, good Sir!—Thus charitable Thrift, 
May give a mite to him who wants a cheese! 
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HOW WHEAT WAS GROUND IN ONTARIO 
60 YEARS AGO. 

HOSE who have had business at the county build¬ 
ings during the past day or two may have noticed 
two queer-looking half-spherical stones lying iti 
the entrance thereof; and further, they probably 
tirere unable to guess what the boulders were used for. Some, 
tio doubt, took them for large-sized curling stones, which 
they somewhat resembled, and others, perhaps, thought 
nothing of them. At all events they were objects of con¬ 
jecture to all visitors. Through the kindness of Mf. 
McKellar, we are enabled to give a sketch of the history of 
these mill stones, for such they are. 

In the year 1817—about lixty years ago—Peter McKellar 
(father ot the Sheriff of Wentworth.) and a few more Scotch 
families settled in that part of the country now known afe 
the township of Aldboro’, in the county of Elgin. It was 
then a dense wilderne.ss, and those daring people settled 
away in the very heart of the forest through which it wa^ 
impossible to drive a w agon without first cutting out a road. 
Among the many privations which the settlers had to endure 
was the want of a mill for grinding grain, the nearest being 
about fifty miles away on Kettle Creek, east of St. Thomas. 
Owing to the total absence of roads it of course did not pay 
to take grist all that distance, so Peter McKellar, with the 
assistance of Mr. Minzie, an old stone-mason, set to work 
and constructed a hand mill. They took two hard-heads 
{i. e. granite boulders,) and with great difficulty, for they had 
but a few inefficient tools, managed to hew these stones into 
the desired shape. Having accomplished this they took a 
section of a hollow tree and fastened the nether mill-stone 
securely in it. Then the upper one was placed upon this and 
held in place by an iron axle running up from below, and 
which had a cross-piece to allow of the upper stone being 
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lifted. A beam was then made fast across the house walls 
and into a long piece of wood and was fastened with a swivel 
joint. The bottom end of this stick fitted into a hole in the 
top of the stone near the side and completed the primitive 
machine. It was operated by two men who took hold of the 
bottom of the crank or lever and whirled the stone around^ 
while a third person fed in the grain. The Si eriff can just 
remember the men coming in after an arduous day s work^ 
logging or chopping and seeing them working away at the 
mill which stood abou breast high on the floor of the log 
house, while the huge log-fire blazed and crackled cheerily in 
the large fire-place. The settlers would come in, night after 
night, and grind enough grain to do them for a day or two^ 
The settlement rapidly prospered, roads were built, and 
Peter McKellar erected a water-mill on the sixteen mile 
Creek. This threw the hand-mill out of work, so it was 
again transported, this time into the heart of Middlesex,, 
where it was used for some years longer, when it once more 
fell into desuetude and was laid aside, and has remained 
quiescent ever since. The Sheriff received them from a 
namesake of his a day or two ago, in the township of Mosa,. 
county of Middlesex, and beheld the stones again for the 
first time in fifty years. They are very interesting relics of 
the past, and afford enduring evidence of the idomitable en¬ 
ergy and perseverance of the men who, in encountering and 
overcoming the hardships and trials incidental to the time„ 
laid the foundation of the pro.sperity of Canada. — 

Times, — February^ i 8 y 8 . 


OUR “1837” COPPER COINAGE. 

E learn that the Montreal Bank has sent to England 
for a large supply of copper coin, of a value 
nearly corresponding with the market price of 
copper, and steps are also taken by the Executive 
to supply a copper currency. There are some hopes that so. 
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30 on as the public expenses are paid, which cannot now be 
far distant, the Banks will resume specie payments, which 
will relieve the public from their present embarrassments. 
The danger will be of the specie going to the United States# 
where it will continue to be at a premium owing to their im¬ 
mense circulation of bank notes which are not redeemed in 
specie. The danger is, however, not so great as imagined. 
Specie can only go out of the Province but for something 
of equal value. Prices here for specie will he lower than for 
bank notes in the United States, and as articles introduced 
will sell only for the specie prices, there will be no profit 
made by bringing them in or sending out specie to pay for 
them, notwithstanding the premium that it may bring in the 
United States. This may not be perceived at first, but it 
will soon be discovered in any dealings which may take place. 
It is only in payment of debts heretofore due to the United 
States that there will be a profit in sending out specie ; but 
we believe the amount is not considerable .—Netlsotis Gazette^ 
Junt 27, i8j7. 

EARLY CANADIAN SHIP-BUILDING. 

ROM a very instructive paper read recently before 
the Canadian Institute, Toronto, by Mr. Kivas 
Tully, C.E., we extract the following : 

“He considered it as proved that to Canada 
and Quebec belonged the credit of having built and equip¬ 
ped the first steamship that crossed the Atlantic. In ad¬ 
dition to this, Quebec could make another claim, that of 
having built the first ship which sailed across the ocean from 
this continent, 

“ It has been said that the Intendant Talon before leaving 
Canada in 1672, had ordered a ship to be built at Anse des 
Meres. The first Quebec-built craft which sailed across the 
ocean was modelled on the banks of the St. Charles in 1703 • 
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eleven years later, in 1714, the new England colonists of Ply- 
nxouth launched the first rew England-built schooner which 
ploughed the billows en route to England. In 1722, six 
vessels of tolerable tonnage were launclicd in the St. Charles 
from a spot now called ** Marine Hospital Cove.” Since 
that time, up to December 31st, 1875, 3^73 ships had been 
built at Quebec, representing a total of 1,285,842 tons.” 


WOLFE—MONTCALM. 

ROM some rare old pamphlets, in possession of 
Mrs. Learmont of this City, I am enabled to give 
some extracts with reference to the monuments, 
commemorating the valour of the above named 
heroes. On the occasion of the ceremony of laying the 
stone of the monument to Wolfe and Montcalm, on the 20th 
November, 1827, after the prayer by Dr. Harkness, the 
Provincial Grand Chaplain, Captain Melhuish, of the Royal 
Engineers, having deposited Gold. Silver and Copper Coins, 
of the present reign in a cavity, prepared on the upper face 
of the stone for their reception, the pieces were covered by 
a brass plate, ( bearing the following inscription, written by 
Dr. J. Charlton Fisher,) which was riveted to the stone: 
Hunc Lapidem 
Monument! in Memoriam 
Virorum illustrium 
WOLFE ET MONTCALM 
Fundamentum 
P. C. 

Georgius Comes De Dalhousie 
in Septentrionalis Americae partibus 
ad Britannos pertinentibus 
Summam rerum, administrans; 
opus per multus annos praetermissum, 
quid duci egregio convenientius 



Google 


Original from 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 




Generated at Washington University in St. Louis on 2020-08-31 21:36 GMT / https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.32044090130964 

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust. 0 rg/access_use#pd-g 00 gle 


AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAI.. 


177 


Auctoritate promovens exempla stimulans, 
munificentia fovens. 

Die Novembris XV. 

A. D MDCCCXXVII. 

Geor^io IV Britanniaruin Rege. 

Sboctly alter Wolfe s glorious death* the House of Con- 
lUMS unaoimously resolved to erect a moniunent to his. 
memory* in the Westminster Abbey. In an exquisite eat- 
graving ot this monument,, (in the possession of Mrs. Lear- 
mont,) the General is represented as endeavouring to close 
with lus katul, the wound made in liJs breast, while he is 
supported by a greuadiec. An angel is .seen in the clouds 
holding a wreath ready to crown the expiring hero. On the 
pyramid is represented, in relief the faithful Highland sergeant 
who attended bdm, and his orrow at witnessing the agonies 
of his dying master, is so pathetically expressed that a spec¬ 
tator can scarcely view the sculpture unmoved. In the front 
in altorceUef is depicted the landing at Quebec, with a. view 
oC the pnecipices which, the troops had to ascend, before the 
enemy could be attacked. The inscription on a square 
tablet below, is as follows : 

“ To the memory 
of James Wolfe,, 

Major-General and commander in chief, 

Of the British laud-forces^ 

On an expedition against Quebec, 
who, after surmounting by ability and valour, 
all obstacles of art and nature,, 
was slain,, 

In. the moment of victory. 

On the 13th of September, i 7 S 9 f 
The King 

And: the Parliament of Great Britain, 

Dedicate, this, Monument,,” 
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While on this subject, I find I can answer an editorial 
query in No. 3, Volume i, pa^^e 144, of the Antiquarian in 
reference to an Article on Montcalm, asking for the words 
of the Tablet referred to in the correspondence between Hon. 
Wm. Pitt, and Bougainville in 1761, when the French Govern¬ 
ment proposed to erect a monument to Montcalm's memory 
in Quebec, but which never reached that City, the vessel in 
which it had been embarked, having been lost at sea. 
This was the inscription :— 

• HERE LIETH 

In either hemisphere to live for ever, 

LEWIS JOSEPH DE MONTCALM GOZON, 
Marquis of St. Veran, Baron of Gabriac, 
Commander of the order of St. Lewis. 
Lieutenant General of the French Army, 
not less an excellent citizen than soldier 
who knew no desire but that of 
TRUE GLORY : 

Happy in a natural Genius, improved by literature ; 
Having gone through the several steps of military honours 
with an uninterrupted lustre, 
skilled in all the arts of war 
the juncture of the times, and the crisis of danger 
In Italy, in Bohemia, in Germany, 
an indefatigable general. 

He so discharged his important trusts, 
that he seemed always equal to still greater. 

At length growing bright with perils 
sent to secure the Province of Canada 
with a handful of men, 
he moie than once repulsed the enemy’s forces 
and made himself master of their forts 
replete with troops and ammunition, 

Inured to cold, hunger, watching and labours, 
unmindful of himself. 
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he had no sensation but for his soldiers, 

An enemy with the fiercest impetuosity, 
a victor with the tenderest humanity 
Adverse fortune be compensated with valour 
the want of strength, with skill and activity 
and with his counsel and support, 
for four years protracted the impending 
fate of the colony. 

Having with various artifices 
long baffled a great army 
headed by an expert and intrepid (Commander, 
and a fleet furnished with all war-like stores, 
compelled at length to an engagement, 
he fell—in the first rank—in the first onset, 
warm with those hopes of religion 
which he had always cherished, 
to the inexpressible loss of his own army, 
and not without the regret of the enemy's. 

XIV Sqitember, A. D. MDCCLIX, 
of his age XLVIII. 

His weeping countrymen 

Deposited the remains of their excellent General in a grave,. 

which a fallen bomb-shell, in bursting, had excavated, 
recommending them to the generous faith of their enemies. 

J. H. 

NEW MEDALETS. 

INCE our last issue we have to record the issue of 
two new Medalets, commemorative of the open¬ 
ing of the Windsor Hotel, Montreal, and the 
death of Pope Pius IX. They are in white metal 
and were struck by Messrs Lymburner, the dies having been 
prepared by Messrs. George Bishop & Co. We subjoin a 
copy of the inscriptions, &c.: 
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1st. Obv. In the field, a fairly executed representation 
of the building, with inscription “ Opened, 2r8th Januar>'» 
1878,” beneath in two lines “ J. Worthington, Proprietor, 
surrounded by “Windsor Hotel, Montreal,—Largest in the 
Dominion.** Rev. “In commemoration of a Banquet and 
Ball to the Governor General and Countess of Dufferin by 
the Citizens of Montreal, February I2th and 14th, 1878- 
Size 23. 

2nd. Obv. Bust of Pope Pius IX, surmounted by a dove, 
and the word “ Souvenir,’’ encircled by a wreath of maple 
leaves, tied at bottom. Rev. “ His Holiness Pius IX, 
Born, 13th May, 1792, Died, 7th Feb’y, 1878—was 32 years 
a Pope." Size 19,—with a loop. • 

The work is creditably performed, and bearing in mindt 
that both of these Medalets were hastily prepared, they 
compare favorably, with any other issues of a commemora¬ 
tive character. 



OTTAWA. 

|TTAWA, the legislative capital of the Dominion 
of Canada, having completed its 50th year in 
1877, it may not be uninteresting to glance at its 
origin and early history. It is not within our 
purpose to trace the progress from a dense forest and a 
swamp up to the time of settling the city, and with which 
the name of Philemon Wright is inseparably connected, but 
we rather have to speak of the foundation of Bytown in 
1827, which name was changed to its present in 1854- 

Bytown has the names of three eminent men to boast of, 
in connection with its early settlement, viz.: Earl Dalhousie, 
Colonel By and his friend Captain Franklin, a name now 
venerated the world over, as the intrepid navigator Sir John 
Franklin, and at that early day these sagacious men pro- 
dieted the future importance of the settlement, Colonel By 
declaring it would become “ the capital of Canada.” 
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A few words on the ori'^in of the name of the cityj will 
Tiot be uninteresting. A letter on this subject was lately 
published by R. P. Mauroit. of St. Joseph’s College. From 
a perusal of this valuable d )cuinent, rich in antiquarian lore, 
we learn that as far back as the year 1654, ^ portion of the 
Ottawa (or Ottawak) tribe of Algonquins occupied posts 
along the river, one near the Rideau Falls, another at the Chau- 
diere, and a third at the mouth of La P6che. The village, that 
half a century ago, grew up between the two first mentioned 
posts, although called by the first settlers Bytown, after its 
founder Colonel By, was never known to the red men of the 
Ottawa tribe by any other name than Ottawak. This strange 
word means ^// ear, and it was attached to this tribe, because 
its members alone of all the Canadian Indians, were accustom¬ 
ed to brush or rather draw back their hair behind their ears. 
This trait recalls to our mind the Round-heads of the reign 
of Charles I., so called because they cropped their hair short. 

From another authority, we learn with reference to this 
name, the Indians, in their harmonious language, named this 
beautiful stream, the Kitdu-sippi, or Great River, The name 
Ottawa, is also Indian in its origin, and is pronounced 
Ot-taw-wagh ; this word signifies the “ human ear,” but in 
what consists its appropriateness, is a mystery that has never 
yet been solved. 

In 1819, the first steamboat plied upon the river Ottawa, 
-since then what changes have taken place. The Indian 
■Sind his canoe have long since disappeared, with a very 
occasional exception of some party of “ Outaouais,” coming 
to the city with mocassins or purses, decorated with beads, 
for sale; and long lines of barges [Aden with deals, and 
the capacious steamers makingdaily trips between Montreal 
and Ottawa, during the season of navigation, have entirely 
superseded such rude ships as the “Griffin,” of 60 tons/built by 
La Salle, near the Streights of Lake Frie. during the .vyinter 
and spring of 1679. Fifty years ago the total population on 
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the northern shore of the Ottawa river, westward from Ar- 
gentcuil, numbered 5.369 inhabitants, now the City of Ottawa 
alone contains a population of more than 30, OCX). 

Captain (Sir John,) Franklin laid the first stone of the 
Rideau Canal in the fall of 1827, as has been already 
recorded in an early number of Tlie Antiquarian, 

Colonel By is said to have been a man of great energy 
and determination, and on one occasion, whilst building the 
bridge across the Chaudiere, the dam was swept away by the 
spring flood, he declared he would rebuild it again and again 
until it would stand, if he had to build it solid with half- 
dollar pieces. 

The early population of Bytown, like that of most other 
towns, was at times rather turbulent, but it has expanded 
into the wealthy and civilized community of the present day, 
and we may fitly conclude this notice with an extract set¬ 
ting forth its early vicissitudes in connection with its circui¬ 
ting medium :— 

It was abundant, being made up of American silver 
half-dollars and Spanish pieces which passed for fifteen pence, 
and when cut in two halves for small change in proportion, 
coppers and a small supply of farthings occasionally intro¬ 
duced by emigrants. Buttons with shanks knocked off and 
well flattened out passed as current coin, if of the proper 
size, without any reference to colour.'* 

We might almost fancy that some of our by-gone Montreal 
coinage must have been the out-come of this Bytown mint* 


SCRAPS FROM A LIBRARY. 


NO. I. 

H what a lot of books ! is a common remark made 
by visitors to a large library. “ Who ever reads 
them V Well I suppose there are many that 
are never looked into except by the Librarian^ 
and that for cataloguing, and very many others only by some 
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curious reader in search of “ unconsidered trifles.” Probably • 
the largest number of unconsulted books is divided between 
the Reference and the Theological departments. An En- 
cyclopoedia is said to be two years behind time as soon 
as it is completed, so that one published fifty years back 
is of little value to the reader of to-day ; and one only 
needs to look at the rows of Theological works on the shelves 
of a second-hand book store to see how much has been writ- * 
ten in that branch that was but of temporary, if of any 
value. Look at this little octavo book, published in 1744. 
^‘Siris, a chain of Philosophical Reflections and Inquiries 
concerning the virtues of Tar-Water, and divers other sub¬ 
jects connected together and arising one from another, by 
the Right Rev. Dr. George Berkeley, Lord Bishop of 
Cloyne.” “ It contains every subject from tar-water to the 
Trinity,” says Horace Walpole, and set society in England 
mad on the subject. It was reviewed in the Gentleman’s 
Magazine, pamphlets for and against were written, and 
Prior gives a list of cures effected by the use of it that must 
have tried the patience of its most ardent admirers. Swift, 
in singing the praises of Signora Domitilla, says :— 

Let nobles toast, in bright chaiiipain. 

Nymphs higher born than Domitilla, 

I’ll drink her health again, again. 

In Berkeley s tar, or sars-parilla.” 

Here is a large folio of 650 pages, “ The Wonders of the 
Little World : Or. a General History of Man,—by Nath. 
Wardey, M.A., V^icar of Trinity Parish in the City of 
Coventry,” an example of hard work that one would be in¬ 
clined to call useless, in our practical manner of looking for 
the merit of work in the effect it attains. It is merely a col¬ 
lection of an immense number of stories of all kinds and 
on all subjects from the beginning of the world. One doubts 
if a man could really read so many authorities ; perhaps 
the author’s imagination played a large part in the marginal 
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notes. Look at the well known rhyme. “ I do not love thee- 
Doctor Fell,” in an older dress, given in this book : 

“ Thee Sabidis I do not love. 

Though why I cannot tell, 

But that I have no love to thee, 

This I know very well.” 

and he gives this as a quotation. Bishop Fuller, in the 
“ Holy and Profane State,” notes a remark written after the 
FiniSy of a stupid pamphlet which perhaps may not be in¬ 
applicable here : 

“ Nay, there thou liest, my friend, 

In writing foolish books, there is NO END.” 

Probably the most celebrated example of this multifarious 
reading is the Rev. Robert Burton, the author of “ The 
Anatomy of Melancholy.” The number of authorities given, 
although not so great as in Wanley’s book, is overwhelming. 
He had a firm belief in truth of prophecy and foretold his 
own death, which took place on the day he predicted ; it was 
said at the time, that rather than be disappointed in the truth 
of his prophetical gifts, he gave material aid to their fulfil¬ 
ment. 

How few people ever think of the immense amount of 
labour some men have given to the compilation of documents 
and authorities in various subjects. Look at the large 
amount of materials for English History that has been- 
gathered up, some of it, to a great extent, useless for the 
want of proper arrangement and indexing. It is a pleasure 
for us Canadians to see that we have men among us who re¬ 
cognize the importance of such works, and that Messrs 
Lemoine and Stevenson of Quebec are compiling all the 
historical extracts from the “ Quebec Gazette,” that relate 
to Canada, so that we soon may hope to see a valuable store 
of information ready for some willing worker to use in the 
much needed History of Canada. In an old copy o£ 
“ Purchas, his Pilgrimes,” the second folio of 1617, on the 
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last page, somebody wrote, very long ago, in a scravvling 
school-boy hand, “ Betty Goulden Remember me, when this 
you see. 1754* * Poor Betty ! 

This Rev. Samuel Purchas was the rector of Eastwood 
in Essex, into whose hands the documents of the Rev, 
Richard Hakluyt came, and so enthusiastic was he that he 
gave up his living to his brother and his life to the completion 
of Hakluyt’s Work ; and published edition after edition of 
his curious collection of voyages, until broken down in body 
and ruined financially by the work, he died, (aged 51,) in 
1628. The “ Errata,” to the second edition has a quaint 
note before it, which shows how earnestly he worked :— 

“ Good reader let me intreat thy patience and favour in 
correcting the faults which in my absense. (by want of skill 
or diligence in them to whom it belonged at the presse,) have 
corrupted the sense. The faults are many ; such as are in 
exotic languages, marginall notes, or meerley literall, I hope 
they which can find, can and will amend. These others 
which have passed in the text. I have here endeavoured to 
acquaint thee with and pray thee to amend before thou read- 
est: desiring like favour, if any have escaped my hastie en- 
quirie. My farre dwelling and neere searche for such intel¬ 
ligence as might benefit thee, would not suffer me to attend 
to the presse myself, which hath hereby oppressed both mee 
and thee.” 

The destruction of old MSS., by bookbinders for the backs 
and fly leaves, has always been a subject of lamentation to 
the collector; but sometimes this very practice has saved 
scraps, that otherwise would have been destroyed as waste 
paper, which are most curious and interesting to the finder 
of to-day. In an old Italian translation of Terence by 
Fabrini, published at Venice in 1583,1 found several sheets of 
an old English rent roll, the latest date on which is 1643. It 
is written in a neat small hand, a little difficult to read for 
one only accustomed to modern hand-writing, and is divided 
as follows • 
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PLACE. TENANT. [Some words cut off.] 

Wymbleton Francis Lord Willoughby 18-01-2 49-04-04 

Henley Thomas Goode 01-10- 27- 

Very many people find a difficulty in reading the dates of 
books, particularly if not written in Arabic or Roman char¬ 
acters. The older forms of letters are, I believe, puzzling to 
most people, but if one remembers that the mysterious sign 
Cl3 is but another form of M, it simplifies matters at once. 
Cl3 13 is MD and the rest of the date generally reads as 
in the more modern forms. But sometimes the publishers 
took great liberties with the placing of the smaller figures 
IIX doing duty for VIII ; in a book published at Leipsic the 
date is strung out as follows CI^ I3 CCLXXXXVIIII. 
Greek letters were sometimes used, a full description of them 
may be found in Jelfs Grammar, A very curious form of 
date was to make certain letters Capitals in a sentence, which 
on being added together make up the required number. 
This was also sometimes used on coins. Here is an epitaph 
on Charles the First of England, written on the fly-leaf of a 
little book, published in 1628, called “ Epitaphia Joco-Seria,** 
by Swertius. 

“ CaroLVs stVart reX angLIce fVIt LonDInl pVbLICe 
DeCoLLatVs nona FebrVarll serla tertla.*' 

Add all the capital letters as follows : 


CLVV 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

160 

X 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

LI 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

51 

VI 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

DII 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

502 

V 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

LI 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

51 

C 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

100 

DCLLVVIIII 

- 

- 

- 

- 

714 


and they give 1649 which 
was the year of the execution of the King. 
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Perhaps a couple of extracts from the same book may be 
interesting : 

“ Icy gist messire Jean Ve.iu 
Ma foi, ce n’est rien de nouveau ; 

Quand tout est diet, e’est peu de chose 
Messire Jean Veau icy repose.” 

This reminds one a little of the lines on Frederick Prince 
of Wales, quoted by Thackeray in “ The Four Georges ” :— 
“ Here lies Fred, 

Who was alive, and is dead. 

Had it been his father, 

I had much rather. 

Had It been his brother. 

Still better than another, 

Had it been his sister. 

No one would have missed her. 

Had it been the whole generation 
Still better for the nation. 

But since ’tis only Fred, 

Who was alive, and is dead. 

There’s no more to be said.” 

Another:— 

“ Prez pour Martin preudom 
Qui a faict faire ceste vie, 

Que Dieu luy face pardon, 

En ryme et en tappisterie, 

II mourut quarte cens et neuf. 

Tout plein de vertu comme un tx,nif.” 


— Like a virgin goddess in a primeval world. Canada still 
walks in unconscious beauty among her golden woods and 
along the margin of her trackless streams, catching but 
broken glances of her radiant majesty, as mirrored on their 
surface, and scarcely dreams as yet of the glorious future 
awaiting her in the Olympus of Nations.— Lord Dufferin, 
Speech at Belfast^ June nth, i8y2. 
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A WORD TO COI\ COLLECTORS. ^ 

AND TO ALL OrilKRS WHOM IT .MAY CONCLRN. 

To the Editors of the Evcnir.g Post: 

(1) Do I mistake.^ (2) Did you make a solicitation for 
coin silver money of 1858 last winter ? (3) I understdnd 

you desired those havin^^ fifty-cent pieces coined in 1858 and 
a few other years I do not remember, sent to you, in return 
for which you would send more than their face value. (4) 
Why is this } (5) I have two coined in said year, but they 

are not generally seen in circulation. (6) Will you explain 
this matter 't 

L. S. 

Windfall, Ind., March 9, 1878. 

[We have prefixed a number to each sentence in the fore¬ 
going letter for convenience in answering: (i) You do. 
(2) We did not, (3) You are a victim of misplaced con¬ 
fidence. (4) We give it up. (5) We are glad to hear it; we 
hope you will put your two pieces in circulation at once so 
as to relieve the financial pressure in your state, whence the 
appeal has come so often to Washington for “ more money.” 
<6) The request is somewhat indefinite, but we trust that 
we have complied with it. And now, having said a few 
words for our correspondent’s benefit, we may be pardoned 
if we add a few for our own. This letter of “ L, S.*’ is only 
the latest of an apparently endless series we have received 
since, in a moment of rashness, we printed a communication 
inquiring the date and value of a coin of a certain description. 
We have been asked to negotiate exchanges of coins ; to 
print the names of prominent amateur collectors ; to publish 
the addresses of the dealers in numismatic curiosities in this 
city ; and even to buy outright a few choice pieces which 
somebody was holding. In the hope of relieving ourselves 
of further correspondences of this nature, we beg leave to 
say that we do not conduct an agency or an “exchange,” 
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that we have no list of amateur collectors here or elsewhere, 
■and could not spare the space to print it if we had ; that our 
advertisement columns are always open to the use of dealers 
•in coins who wish to make themselves known, on the same 
terms as are offered to members of other trades ; and that, 
as our only use for coins is to pay our debts, and an intel¬ 
ligent Congress has supplied us with the means of doing 
this at ninety cents on the dollar, we have no desire to buy 
an extra supply at a premium.— Eds. Evening Post, N. Y.] 


AN ANTIQUARIAN’S REVIEW OF 
ANTIQUARIAN’S SANCTUM. 


AN 



MV VISIT TO SPKNCER GRANGE, QUEBEC, IN 1B76, THE COUNTRY SEAT 
OF J. M. LeMOINE, THE AXXAL/ST OF •• OC'F/iFC FAST < 5 r» PRESEXT," 
BY BENJAMIN SULTE, THE HISTORIAN OF “ I HREE RIVERS." 

[TRANSLATED FROM THE FREXCH:'\ 

NE of the greatest attractions for us in visiting 
Spencer Grange, was its Museum of Canadian 
Birds, comprising two-thirds of the feathered 
tribe of tlie Dominion, with a fair sprinkling of 
foreign specimens in the skin, and a collection of Bird’s Eggs. 
Our friend, long known among Canadian Naturalists for his 
persevering efforts during twenty years to popularize* the 
beautiful and instructive study of ornithology, has evidently 
met with more than one ally, in fact, many sympathisers, I am 
inclined to think, in his special branch ot Natural History. 
Each class of birds, in this apartment, has its corner ; judging 
by the label, its “ habitation,” as well as name. 

The Thrushes and Fly Catchers of Canada, from their ex¬ 
quisite bright tints or delicate arrow-shaped markings, are 
particularly conspicuous. 

The cinnamon-backed Cuckoo, must be a graceful mins¬ 
trel in our green hedges in July, though I am ashamed to 

•His last work in the cau*<e of N.-itural History is the puhlic.ation of his '''Tableau 
Syno^tique des Oiscaux du Canada,” for the use o^" schools, which must have entailed no 
small amount of labour, a sequel to “ fxs Oiseaux du Canada,” 2 Vols. 1800. 
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admit, I never was lucky enough to meet him. The Oriole,, 
Blue Jay, Officer-bird, Summer Red-bird, Indigo-bird and 
Golden-winged Woodpecker, form a group of striking beauty l 
a most excellent idea, I would say, to thus place in juxta¬ 
position, the most gorgeously habited of our feathered 
choristers, for the sake of contrasts. 

A succession of drawers, contain the nests and eggs„ 
scientifically labelled of many Canadian species and of some 
of the melodious songsters of France and England ; pre¬ 
eminent stands the Italian, French and Devonshire Nightin¬ 
gale and its eggs. Our time was much too limited to allow 
us to treasure up all the anecdotes and theories anent birds, 
their mysterious spring and autumn migrations, their lively 
memory of places, so agreeably dealt out to us. We can not,, 
however, entirely omit noticing, some curious objects we 
saw—the tiny nest of a West Indian Humming Bird, made 
out of a piece of sponge, and the cubiculum of a Red-headed 
Woodpecker, with its eggs still in it, scooped out of the de¬ 
cayed heart of a silver birch tree, with the bird’s head still 
peering from the orifice in the bark. Here, as well as in the 
library, the presentations were numerous ; Col. Rhodes was 
represented by a glo.ssy Saguenay Raven. I listened, ex¬ 
pecting each moment to hear it, like Poe’s lUTcturnal visitor, 
“ghastly, grim and ancient,” croak out “nevermore!” 

The late Hon. Adam Fergusson Blair, once a fiimiliar of 
Spencer Grange, was remembered by some fine Scotch 
Grouse, Ptarmigan and a pair of Capercailzie, in splendid 
feather, brought from Scotland. A good specimen of the 
Silvery Gull, shot at Niagara Falls, was a gift from John 
William McCallum, Esq., now of Melbourne, E. T.,—an early 
friend of our friend ; whilst a very rare foreign bird, (a 
Florida or Glossy Ibis,) shot at Grondines. had been con¬ 
tributed by Paul }. Charlton, Esq., a Quebec sportsman. 
What had brought it so far from home } 

At the head of the grave, omniscient owls, like the foreman 
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of a Grand Jury, stood a majestic “Grand Due,” the lari^est 
owl of the Pyrenees, resembling much our Virginian species,— 
■a donation from a French savant, Le Frfere Ogerien. The owls 
•have ever been to me a deep subject of study ; their defiant 
aspect—thoughtful countenances, in which lurks a soupcon of 
rapacity remind me of a Mayor and Town Council, bent on 
imposing new taxes without raising too much of a row. 

A gaudy and sleek bird of Paradise had been donated by 

Miss C.of the adjoining Chateau, There was also a 

newly patented bird-trap, sent by a New York firm, in the 
days of Boss Tweed, Conolly, Field and other Birds of 
prey. I noticed b.^xes for sparrows to build in, designed by 
Col. W. Rhodes. On the floor lay a curious sample of an 
old world man-trap, not sent from New York, but direct from 
England,—a terror to poachers and apple stealers. French 
swords and venomous-looking bayonets, of very ancient d^- 
sign,—a rustv, long Indian musket barrel together with 
tibuB and tarsi, labelled 1759-60 —presents from H. J. 
Chouinard, Esq., the owner in 1865. of the site of the 
battlefield at St. F'oye, where stands Le Monument des 
Sraves, A bristling, fretful porcupine, a ferocious looking 
lynx, and several w'ell mounted s{)ecimens of game, had 
been donated by McPher.'ion Le Moyne. Esq., the President 
of the “ M(mtreal Fish and Game Protection Club,” also 
several other contributions from the same. 

Who had sent the colossal St. Bernard Dog, like another 
Maida, stalking over the lawm, we had not an opportunity 
of asking,—we patted him, all trembling. 

The Flower Garden 

is laid out in the modern landscape style. Fences carefully 
concealed, a deep fringe of hard wood trees on one side, a 
trim lilac hedge on the other, and a plantation of shrubs, 
roan, barbary, sumac, lilac and young maple. On the side 
west of the house, was observable next to a rustic seat, in the 
fork of a white birch, an archceological monument made 
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with the key-stone and inscription on Prescott, Hope and 
Palace Gates, when removed by order of the City Cor^ 
poration,* about ten feet in height. 

From this spot, spanned by a little rustic brid^^e, a walk 
meanders round the property to the west, canopied by a grove 
of silver birch, oak, beach, pine and maple. Along the ser¬ 
pentine brook, Belle-Borne, now so diminutive and which ac- 
cordirjg to the historian Ferland two centuries ago, turned 
the wheel of a mill below, is visible a dam, creating a small 
pond, in May, June, and July, a favorite bathing place, we 
are told, for the thrushes, robins, and other .songsters of the 
adjoining groves, this tiny runlet is fringed with several 
varieties of ferns, dog-tooth violets, and other alga%— (FROM 
UOpinion Publiqiic.) 


TO RONTO. 

YONGE STREET AND DUNDAS STREET. THE MEN AFTER WHOM 
THEY WERE NAMED. 

HEN it happens that a town, city or region has 
received a name intended to be an enduring 
memorial of a particular personage, it is natural 
to suppose that some interest in his history and 
character will there be felt. In the many places, for example,, 
which have been, or are sure to be, called Livingston, we may 
expect that hereafter a special acquaintance with the story 
of the great explorer and missionary will be kept up. But 
names quickly become familiar and trite on the lips of men ; 
and unless now and then attention be directed to their sig¬ 
nificance, they soon cease to be much more than mere sounds. 
And even so in respect of local names amongst us. borrowed 
from worthies of a former day—it may be taken for granted 
that thoughtful persons will not wish to rest content with 

* I'hoe stones and inscriptions were donated to the author of ‘ Quthtc Pmt 3f%<f 
Prrtent" by the City autfioritics on taking down the City Gates.— Sotc 0/ tht Editon.) 
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“naked—nominations,” but, on the contrary, will desire to 
become familiar with the “ entelechia,” as Sir Th«)mas 
Browne chooses learnedly to express himself—the true mo¬ 
tive and “ soul of their subsistences.” 

I accordingly proceed to summon up, as far as I may, the 
shades of two partially forgotten personages, commemorated 
and honoured in the style and title of two great thorough¬ 
fares familiar to Toronto and Western Canadians generally 
—Yonge and Dundas Streets. I refer to Sir George Yonge 
and the Right Hon. Henry Dundas, from whom those two 
well-known main-roads of the Province of Ontario respect¬ 
ively have their appellations. 

I am assisted in my attempt to revive the forms of two 
men of a former generation, by the possession of an en¬ 
graved portrait of them. That of Sir George Yonge is from 
a painting by Mather Brown, engraved by E. Scott, “en¬ 
graver to the Duke of York and Prince Edward.” It shows 
a full, frank, open, English countenance, smoothly shaven, 
W'ith pleasant intelligent eyes ; the mouth rather large, but 
expressive, the chin double, the hair natural and abundant, 
but white with powder. The inscription below is : “ The 
Right Honourable Sir George Yonge, Bart., Secretary at 
War, Knight of the Bath, one of His Majesty’s most 
Honourable Privy Council, F. R. S., F. A. S., &c., M. P.” 
Henry Dundas, F*ikST Viscount, Melville. 

The portrait of the Right Honourable Henry Dundas, is 
from a painting by the distinguished Scottish artist. Sir 
Henry Raeburn, R. A. It represents him in his ermine 
robes as a member of the House of Peers, for he became 
Viscount Melville. He is standing at a table and speaking. 
His left hand reits lightly on papers before him. His right 
arm is sharply bent. The hand planted on the hip, rather 
awkw^ardly draws back a portion of the robe, displaying its 
silken lining. He wears a curled and powdered wig of the 
time of George III. The oval, smooth-shaven countenance 
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is not very remarkable, but some disunity is thrown into it 
by Raeburn s art, which, nevertheless, has failed to divest 
it of an expression of self consciousness. The brows are 
slightly knitted, the eyes look over the head of the spec¬ 
tator, and the lips are compressed. The nose is good. Be¬ 
low is a Jac-simile autograph signature, “ Melville." 

The foreg dng is from a paper in the Canadian Journal, 
by Rev. Henry Scadding, D.D., of Toronto, to whom we 
are further indebted for the two portraits which embellish 
our present number. 


AN OLD prp:diction. 

HE New England Almanack for the year 175S, 
published at New London, Conn., was a work for 
the far future as well as for its contemporaries. 
“ America " was the subject of its inspiration 
and its anticipation of the discovery of precious metals in 
the far-west is certainly noteworthy. A correspondent has 
copied the article literally, which is as follows. The ** Al¬ 
manack " is now exceedingly rare, only one copy of the 
above year being known : 

“ America is a subject which daily becomes more and 
more interesting ; I shall, therefore, fill these pages with a 
word upon its past, present, and future state. 

“ 1 . First, of its past state. Time has cast a shade upon 
this scene. Since the creation innumerable accidents have 
happened here, the bare mention of which would create won¬ 
der and suprise, but they are all lost in oblivion. The ignor¬ 
ant natives for want of letters have forgot their stock, and 
know not from whence they came, or how or when they 
arrived here, or what has happened since. Who can tell 
what wonderful changes have happened by the mighty op¬ 
erations of nature, such as deluges, volcanoes, earthquakes, 
etc. ? Or whether great tracts of land were not absorbed 
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into those vast lakes or inland seas which occupy so much 
space to the west of us. But to leave the natural and come 
to the political state. We know, the French have erected 
a line of forts from the Ohio to Nova Scotia, including all 
the inestimable country to the west of us, into their exor¬ 
bitant claim. This, with infinite justice, the English resen¬ 
ted, and in this cause our blood has been spilled, which be¬ 
ings to our consideration. 

“ II. The present state of North America. A writer up¬ 
on this present time says the parts of North America which 
may be claimed by Great Britain or France are of as much 
worth as either kingdom. That fertile country to the west 
of the Appalachian or Alleghany Mountains, (a string of 
eight or nine hundred miles in length, ) between Canada 
and the Mississippi, is of larger extent than all France, Ger- 
many, and Poland, and all well provided with rivers, a very 
fine wholesome air, a rich soil, capable of producing food and 
physic and all things necessary for the conveniency and de¬ 
light of life, in fine, the garden of the world, Time was, 
we might have been possessed of it. At this time two 
mighty kings contend for this inestimable prize. Their re¬ 
spective claims arc to be measured by the length of their 
sword.s. The poet says, the gods and opportunity ride post ; 
that you must take her by the forelock, being bald behind. 
Have we not too fondly depended upon our number } Sir 
Francis Bacon says, ‘ The wolf careth not how many the 
sheep be.’ But numbers, well spirited with the blessing of 
heaven, will do wonders, when by military skill and dis¬ 
cipline, the commander can actuate (as by one soul) the 
most numerous bodies of armed people. Our numbers will 
not avail till the colonies are united, for while divided, the 
strength of the inhabitants is broken like the petty king¬ 
doms in Africa. If we do not join heart and hand in the 
common cause against our exulting foes, but fall to disputing 
among ourselves, it may really happen as the governor of 
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Pennsylvania told his cisseiiibly, ‘ We shall have no privile^^e 
to dispute about, nor country to dispute in.’ 

III, or the future state of North America. Here we 
find a vast stock of proper materials for the art and ingen¬ 
uity of man to work upon. Treasures of immense worth, 
concealed from the poor, ij^norant, aboriginal natives ! The 
curi(jus have observed that the progress ot humane literature 
(like the sun) is from the east to the west; thus has it tra¬ 
velled through Asia and Europe, and now is arrived at the 
eastern shore of America. As the celestial light of the 
gospel was directed by the finger of God, it will, doubtless, 
finally drive tlie long, long, night of heathenish darkness 
from America. So, arts and sciences will change the face 
of nature in their tour from hence over the Appalachian 
Mountains to the Western Ocean, and, as they march through 
the vast desert, the residence of wild beasts will be broken 
up and their obscene howl cease forever. Instead of which 
the stones and trees will dance together at the music of 
Orpheus ; the rocks will disclose their hidden gems, and the 
inestimable treasures of gold and silver be broken up. Huge 
mountains of iron ore are already discovered, and vast stores 
are reserved for future generations. This metal, more useful 
than gold or silver, will employ million.s of hands, not only 
to form the martial sword and peaceful share, alternately, 
but an infinity of utensils improved in the exercise of art 
and handicraft among them. Nature through all her works 
has stamped authority on this law, namely, ‘ That all fit 
matter shall be improved to its best purpose.* Shall not, 
then, those vast quarries that teem with mechanic stones— 
and those for structure be piled into great cities, and those 
for sculpture into statues to perpetuate the honor of renown¬ 
ed heroes—even those who shall now save their country. 

“ O ! ye unborn inhabitants of A merica ! Should this page 
escape its destined conflagration at the year's end, and these 
alphabetical letters reuiain legible, when your eyes behold the 
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after he has rolled the seasons round for two or three cen¬ 
turies more, you will know that in Anno Domini jyySy we 
breamed of your timesl' Nath. Ames. 


CALEDONIAN SOCIETY’S GAMES. 

ROM a recent number of the Montreal Gazette^ 

‘ we extract the following correspondence :— 

I The friends of the Caledonian Society, as well 
as the members themselves, must feel that the past season 
has been one of great profit and enjoyment. Thanks are due 
to a liberal management, and the live executive ability of 
the President \\lv) 1ms left no stoi.e unturned to make every 
entertainiiient excel the other. 

On Good Frida)', the 19th of April, the members will 
play a game (d camanached or shinty. 

This g.ime was pkix ed fifty-five years ago, as will be seen 
by the Montreal Herald of 1823 :— 

“ The sons of Caledonia are again summoned to m^et at 
Clyde Inn o\\ Christmas Day at 10 o’clock, to enjoy 
and perpetuate that ancient and manly amusement of 
camanached or shintyd H. McE. 

We trust this gathering will be numerous—that the old 
will attend to remember the p<ist, the active to enjoy the 
present, and the young to learn. Such were the feelings 
that actuated that notion of ancient Greece, with whom 
Caledonians may vie in hardihood. In their festivals and 
exercises the following choruses are sung:— 

Old —In days long past and gone W'ere we 

Young, vigorous, hardy, brave and free. 

Young Man —We who succeed you now are so 
As those who dare to doubt shall know. 
Children —The same shall we one day be seen, 

And ever surpass what you have been. 
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May these be at least FELT, if not REPEATED on the 
25th.” 

I echo the last sentiment—Are there any of the survivors 
of 55 years ago to tell us of the game ? Who was “ H. 
McE,” the signer of the article ? 

Yours, J. H. 


The following replies came promptly :—With reference 
to your article touching the coming game of camanached or 
shinty the members of the above Society propose playing 
on the 19th instant, on the Montreal Lacrosse ground,, 
also giving an article that appeared in a Montreal paper 
some 55 years ago, signed “ H* McE.** As an antiquarian, 
I have hunted up the matter and find in a copy of the 
(very scarce) first Montreal Directory in my possession^ 
published in 1819, there appears the name of “ Hector Mc- 
Eachcrn, tavern-keeper, Theatre, 3 College Street** This 
must have been the author of that article, and no doubt 
quite a place of meeting of the sons of Auld Scotia in those 
early days. 

The Theatre was principally owned and built by the first 
John Molson. 

A few names and addresses of some of the more promi¬ 
nent of those days may revive recollections of those good 
old times :— 

Here is Peter McCutcheon, merchant, 52 St. Paul Street^ 
who afterwards was known as the Hon. Peter McGill. 

Thos. McCord, Police Magistrate, Wellington Street, 
whose antique residence near the wharf still stands. 

Captain D. C. McDonell of the “ Car of Commerce,’^ 
steamboat, running between here and Quebec. 

The Montreal Gazette office was then at 18 St. Francois 
Xavier Street. 

The Montreal Herald office, 23 St. Paul Street. 

The Canadian Con rant, 92 St. Paul Street. 
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Louis Joseph Papineau, Attorney-at-Law and Speaker of 
the Provincial Assembly, 5 Bonsecour Street. 

The Post Office was in the north wing of the Mansion 
House Hotel, 156 St. Paul Street, where the Bonsecour 
Market now stands. 

Richard Hart was Assistant High Constable, 52 St. Paul 
Street. 

The Inspector of Chimnies was Pierre Boucherville, the 
father, or grandfather, of the present Hon. Mr. DeBoucher- 
ville. 

John Gray was President of the Montreal Bank. 

As it was 59 years ago when the Directory was published 
—and possibly no name appears in it of less than 20 years 
of age, which would make any one living to-day not less 
than 79—it is possible that not ten persons are living of the 
450 whose names appear in this work. 

I could give you miny more extracts that would no doubt 
prove very interesting to your readers. 

“THE ANTIQUARIAN.’ 

Montreal, March 4, 1878. 


To THE Editor oe the Gazette. 

Sir,—I n answer to J. H. I have the honor to inform 
him that the H. McE., the signer of the article calling 
the meeting for the 25th December, 1823, was my father, 
Hector McEachem, who at that date kept the Clyde Inn 
in McGill Street. The following are among the names 
who took part with him in the game :—Duncan Currie, 
Archibald Currie, Alex. Shaw, two or three by the name 
of Douglas, one McKenzie. These are the names that I 
recollect. I have a recollection that in the year 1828 or 
1829, Christmas Day, the Club with their wives met at 
Lachine, (to which place my father removed in 1824,) 
for the purpose of having a game of shinty, but the day 
was so stormy and cold, that no game took place, but 
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nevertheless there was lots of fun, what with dancing and 
singing, the whole day was spent and most of the night. 

I do not believe that there is one survivor living at present. 

When I was a boy going to school I had in my possession 
the very shinty that my father used on the 25th December, 
1823. 

A. McEACHERN. Lieut.-Col. 

Commanding the Huntingdon Borderers. Ormstovvn, 
April 3, 187S. 


THE NEW DOLLAR. 

HE long line of monstrosities issued from the 
United States Mint, certainly receives its crown 
in the New Dollar. The ugliness of the piece 
adds another wrong to the original one of dis¬ 
honesty. To ask the European bondholder to take this! 
Why does not the “ Dollar of our Daddies,” appear in the 
exact design of 1794-5 ? Before the question was half 
written, instinctively came the answer, that shame naturally 
prevented the authorities from reproducing an honest dollar. 
—Avierican Journal of Numismatics, April, j8j8. 



PERSONAL 



T is with great pleasure that wc insert the following 
extract from one of our Montreal Journals:— 
Honor to a Canadian Gentj.eman.—H is 
many friends will be glad to learn that Mr. L. A. 
Huguet Latour has been created by His Holiness, the Pope, 
a Chevalier of the Order of Saint Gregory the Great. Wc 
learn from the Foyer Domestique, of Ottawa, that the letter, 
containing the documents by which the distinguished honour 
was conferred, was sent to Mr. Latour by His Grace the Arch¬ 
bishop of Marianopolis, in most complimentary terms. The 
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newly appointed Chevalier has gained deserved distirction 
by his works of charity and his zealous devotion to the cause 
of religion and temperance. He has also won a high re¬ 
putation as a man of letters, and is connected with several 
learned and scientific societies both in Canada and the 
United States. He is well-known for his researches in num¬ 
ismatics and archoeology, and took a leading part in the 
Caxton celebration, initiated by the Antiquarian and Num¬ 
ismatic Society, of which ho was then vice-president. We 
heartily congratulate Mr. Latour on his promotion ” 

[We have only to add our confirmation of the above ; Mr. 
Latour has been a member of the Numismatic and Anti¬ 
quarian Society, from its foundation, and for several years 
has served it in an official capacity.— Eds, Can, Aniiq.] 

IN xMEMORIAM. 

E have to record the death of Dr. Hector Peltier, 
which took place in this city, on 25 th January last. 
He was one of our leading physicians, and re¬ 
ceived a superior education in Paris. He had 
been connected with the Medical Faculty of Victoria Medical 
School for many year.s, and had also held official positions 
in other associations. He had been a member of the 
Numismatic and A?itiquarian Society for several years, and 
although not a prominent worker amongst us, he was highly 
esteemed as a gentleman of culture, and respected by all 
who enjoyed the privilege of his friendship. We take this 
opportunity of adding our sincere regret at his loss, to that 
of a very wide circle of friends. 

— Curious Marriage.— A supplement to the Montreal 
Heraldo\ the Sth July, 1817, contains the following marriage 
notice:—On the 17th June, in the Parish of St. Louis, 
Kamouraska, County of Cornwallis, Mr. Sirac Moreau, Mer¬ 
chant, St. Louis, aged 45, to Mi.'^s Emily Sirop dit Duplessis, 
aged 12 years and 6 month.s, both of that Parish. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE NUMISMATIC AND 
ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY. 

HE following ordinary meetings have been held 
since the last issue of the Antiquarian :— 
January 15th.—On opening the meeting, the 
President, Hon. P. J. O. Chauveau, thanked the 
members for having elected him to that position, adding an 
assurance that he should at all times be most happy to for¬ 
ward the interests of the Society. 

The following donations to the Society’s collection were 
received : 

Mr. Gerald E. Hart.—Life of Caxton, by Charles Knight. 

Mr. \V. McLennan.—Two soeciinens of paper money is¬ 
sued during tlie Canadian rebellion of 1837 *, one for is 3d, 
and the other for 7 j 4 d,—signed “ Stewart,” Hawkesbury. 

The President.—His two recent publications, a history of 
the Art of Printing and the late Caxton Anniversary ; and 

Les Legendes,” on parcliment paper, only 25 copies of 
which were issued. 

A number of rare English and Scotch Coins, in excellent 
condition, the property of Mr. Wm. Blackburn, were ex¬ 
hibited. 

Messrs R. S. C. Baggand J. G. A. Creighton were duly elect¬ 
ed members of the Society. 

At the meeting held 19th February, the following dona¬ 
tions were handed in : 

Mr. T. S. Wood, Picton, Ont.—A rare old book entitled 
“The Mariner’s Journal,” published in London, 1697—con¬ 
taining a very interesting account of the British Navy at 
that time. 

Mr. Thomas Warner, Cohocton, N. Y.—Two Medals, the 
old Round House, Le Roy, N. Y., (in Copper and white 
Metal.) 

Mr. A. M. Park.—A Medal, (white metal,) of the Steam- 
sliip “ Great Eastern.” 
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Mr. Geo. A. Holmes.—A pair of Sword-belt buckles, taken 
from the person of Girod, one of the insurgents of 1837, 
also, a Medalet in commemoration of the trip of the Steam¬ 
boat “ Longueuil,” on New Years Day, 1878. 

Mr. Gerald E. Hart.—A receipt on parchment, signed by 
La Marquise de la Galissoniere, wife of the Vice-Roy of 
Canada, and several other very interesting documents. 

Mr. Holmes exhibited a cut wine glass, which belonged to 
the mess of the Canadian Regiment of 1812, bearing the 
Monogram “ C. R.” 

Messrs Edward Murphy and Robert Lindsay were duly 
elected members of the Society. 

At the meeting of March 19th, the following donations 
were handed in : 

Mr. T. S. Wood, Picton.—A Volume of the “ London 
Magazine,” for 1750. 

Mr. H. Mott.—Three parts of the Catalogue of the Shake¬ 
speare Memorial Library at Stratford upon Avon. 

Mr. G. Baby, M. P.—The Report of the Canadian Com¬ 
missioner at the Exhibition at Sydney, N. S. W., 1877. 

Messrs Wm. Drysdale and Thomas Jubb, were elected 
members of the Society. 


EDITORIAL. 

ITH the present number, we complete the sixth 
volume of The Antiquarian which we trust will 
compare favourably with any of its predecessors. 
We are sensible of many short-comings, and 
shall endeavour to improve in the future. To those who have 
had any experience in the conduct of such a Magazine, we 
need .scarcely explain how difficult it is to find original mat¬ 
ter, and friends who have the leisure to assist us in our 
labours ; it would help us greatly if our subscribers would 
send us reliable facts which may add to our general fund 
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of information, especially any record pertaining to early 
Canadian history ; and one other way they may help to make 
the Magazine still more worthy, viz ; by inducing some friends 
of kindred tastes to become sub.scriber , the next number 
being the first of a new volume will afford a favourable op¬ 
portunity of commencing it. It will be a welcome day when 
we can announce that the Antiquarian is selt-supporting, and 
it only needs an effort on the part of those who are friendly 
towards it, to enable us to do this. 

— We record our thanks to those who liave supported us 
so far, and aNo to those friends who have aided us in our 
work ; we have promises of continued help, and so trusting 
that ue may meet with an infusion of new blood, we go on 
hopefully. 

— Whilst we are going to press, the April number of our 
ever welcome exchange the American Journal of Numis- 
maticsXve.'^ come to hand ; it is an unusually interesting num¬ 
ber, completing the twelfth volume of the Journal. The 
obituary memoir of the late Mr. Joseph}. Mickley, of Phila¬ 
delphia, is a well-merited tribute to the worth of a true gen¬ 
tleman ; it was not our privilege to have enjoyed the friend¬ 
ship of ihis Nestor of numismatists, but we know enough 
to render it a duly at our hands to add our sincere, though 
feeble testimony to the memory of the good, old man. Mr. 
Mickley was of a class of men (we fear) fast disappearing, 
one who 

“ Would not flatter Neptune for his trident, 

Or Jove for his power to thunder.” 
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Canadian Antiquarian, 

AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. 

VoL. VII. Moxtrkal, July, 1878. No. i. 

PROEM. 

our readers agree with us, in our general esti- 
iHv mate of the labours out of which Thk Antiqua- 

IcS has grown, they will grant that visible pro¬ 

gress is being made towards the attainment of 
the objects of the serial, and that the endeavours put forth 
for the increased efficacy of the Magazine merit continued 
tokens of approbation. But, still more, we hope that they 
will see to it that their part also is faithfully done, and that, 
co-operating with us, they may increase the value and use¬ 
fulness of the Magazine by their own efibrts to use it well, 
and so commend it to the u.se of other.'. We, on our part, 
'^hall not remit our labours to make its pages more and more 
worthy of perusal and commendation. 

We write these few words of cordial greeting to our friends 
on the commencement of our Seventh Volume ; by far the 
majority of our subscribers have been with us from our first 
number, to them and to all we return our thanks ; it is a 
pleasure to have held their confidence and to liave lived 
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tlirouc^h .>iix years. The number obsubscribers to a journaf 
like Tin: ANTnjl'ARl.W naturally can never attain to that 
of a newsjjaper, ne\ crtheless we are confident that our roll 
may be largely increased, and with this hope we enter upon 
our labour of love, repeatini^ our promise made six years a^( ». 
in our preliminary' address :— 

“ It is not in our power to command success. 

Hut w edl do more, desert e it.’' 


THOUGHTS 

SL'CCI.S'I I.I) (»N KE-VISITIXd THE REINS t)F THE OED E(*kT* 
AT EHAMREV. 

The weeds are growing 
On this grey wall ; 

Their tendrils throwing 
O’er each lone hall. 

W hich thus decaying. 

And lowly laying, 

Tales are convey ing 
Of glory'’s fall. 

Where are the bra\e now 
Who once uere here ? 

All in the grave now. 

All in the bier. 

Fame nought avails them ; 

No foeman hails them ; 

No friend bewails them. 

K’en with a tear. 
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Yet were they mighty ; 

High was their name, 
Hrightly, how brightly, 
Shone forth their fame ! 
Hut that has gone by ; 
These walls are lonely ; 
Not one ray’s thrown by 
Glory’s spent flame. 


Time, wilt thou never 
Learn how to spare, 

What man’s endeavour 
Reareth most fair ; 

Hut thus ne’er cloying. 

Go on destroying. 

Spitefully joying. 

This to impair, —II. \1. 


A VALUAHLK HOOK ON MEDALS. 



IT is well when men of wealtii and education set 
the example of devoting themselves to some li¬ 
terary pursuit, and we have pleasure in calling 
attention to a work just published by a gentle¬ 
man of this class, hitherto only known as an enthusiastic 
vaclitsman. Mr, J, F. Loubat has been quietly giving 
\'ears of his life and twent)' thousand dollars of his money 
to the preparation of a book, which he has appropriately 
named “ The Medallic History of the United States, from 
1776 to 1876." The work is in two volumes, one of Ictter- 
Ijress and one of plates ; the latter containing 170 etchings 
of medals, arranged chronologicalK*, and admirabK’engraved 
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by Jules Jacquemart, the most celebrated etcher of the pre¬ 
sent time. The letter-press shows great research and indus¬ 
try, containing not only a numismatic description of each 
medal, but also biographies of the distinguished persons in 
whose honour they were struck, and all the letters, official do¬ 
cuments, and military' despatches, bearing upon the subject. 
—many of the documents being now published for the 
first time, Mr. Loubat having spared no pains in obtaining 
copies from the various archives of the Governments of the 
United States, France, and Holland, and from private insti¬ 
tutions in each of those countries. 

If it be remembered that, from classic times, medals have 
always ranked as the most important records of the past, 
bearing the impress of the actual features of great men, and 
stamping for ever on the page of histoiy' deeds and events, 
with their actual dates, which may have influenced or 
changed the fate of nations, the importance of this work to 
future collators of histoiy' will be comprehended. It is a 
great work, and deserves a wide recognition. 

As to the details, it is enough to say that, since the great 
work published at Royal expense, called “ Les Medailles ce 
Louis le Grand,” no work of equal splendour has in any 
countiy' been attempted until now. The printing and paper 
deserve especial mention. The former is admirably execut¬ 
ed by Mr. De Vinne, the artist printer of New York, whose 
delightful book on the “ Invention of Printing ” made a sen¬ 
sation on its publication ; while the paper has been imported 
by the author, who had to pay over i ico dollars for duties 
on the importation. It seems a pity that, for a national 
work, there should not be an exemption from such charges. 

We have not the pleasure of a personal acquaintance with 
the author, Mr. Loubat, who is a ir.ember of the New York 
Historical Society, but those who are qualified to pronounce 
an opinion, say “ some men have the perse\'erance to dri\c 
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a shaft through the most flinty strata of history, and to ex¬ 
hume, bit by bit, the treasure hidden there, and Mr. Loubat 
has produced a work of accurate research, absolutely perfect 
and thorough of its kind he has, as we have said, sj)ent 
years sedulously collecting the material which relates to hi-i 
subject, and the result is a wonderfully perfect aiui success¬ 
ful one. 


STARVED ROCK—1673-1878. 

A CANoK KIDK DOWN THK ILLINOIS—TIIK SC'KNL OF A 
KLULNT NOVLL c;RAPIIIUALLV DLSC’RIRKD 1!V ONL WIlo 
HAS IVKKN THLRK. 

C)rTAWA, Ill., March 5. 1878. 

V visit to this city originated in a determination 
to inspect the earliest and most interesting 
French post in the state of Illinois. The goal 
of my pilgrimage is variously styled “ Starved 
Rock,” “ Rock of St. Louis,” and the “ Old Fort.” It lies 
on the left bank of the Illinois river, and nine miles below 
this place. On arriving here I was much disappointed at 
learning that the roads were impassable, owing to a mud 
blockade. 

Hut I soon said, it is all the better, I will push down to 
La Salle’s fort with oars, as La Salle did himself. Accord¬ 
ingly, before seven o’clock this morning, we were afloat on a 
stream so rough tliat some who had promised to be of our 
party excused themseUes, and croakers boded evil. M)’ 
boat was small for four, but it carried that many—two 
French oarsmen and Colonel Hitt, w ho is a genuine Leather¬ 
stocking, as well as my.-elf. Hut for the colonel as “guide, 
philosopher and friend,” I would not ha\e \ entured. Hut 
under his wing I felt as fearless as tlie boatman who 
carried Cajsar and his fortune.^. It was, howe\ er, with srnne 
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surprise that I heard from my pilot, while the waves were 
dashing into the boat, that he had not himself made the pas¬ 
sage in a dozen years. We shot along beneath Buffalo Rock, 
a mile long precipice beetling over the water, and which 
owes its name to the custom of driving herds of buffaloes 
to plunge down from its giddy verge. On reaching the bot¬ 
tom they were ready to be cut up and boated as supplies for 
posts below, even on the Mississippi. lk*neath the cliff*I learn¬ 
ed to correct a mistake of Park man, who asserts that it lies 
soinc disfajiii' from the river. On the other hand, my rowers 
declared they could not reach bottom with their oars where 
we could touch the rock with our hands, and my escort de¬ 
clared that, if our boat sunk, we could not climb out of tlie 
water up the sheer crag. 

All went well. At nine o’clock we beached our boat just 
below the historic site 1 had so long-wished to behold. It 
is a natural tower very much like the sandstone castles near 
Camp Douglas in Wisconsin. Its height is about one hun_ 
dred and twenty-fiv'e feet, or twice that of the towers and the 
main body of the Wisconsin Capitol. The water has cut un¬ 
der it as at McBride’s point. High water and ice have w<^rn 
horizontal grooves or flutings in the rock face which rises 
'•heer out of the river. On every other >ide :dso the cliff* lies 
straight up and down, and is inacce^sihle unless w ith a long 
Lulder—.save at one point. Ilere we nitinaged to scale it by 
])utting our feet in holes which had been cut in the rock 
wall, and climbing with our hands by a loiig pole laid again>t 
it. The area of the .'*ummit is about one acre. Its .-canty 
soil is half covered with small trees chiefly arbor-\’ita‘ and 
other evergreen.-—similar vegetation.-—or at least velvet 
mosses and ferns,—abound in every crevice—often at giddy 
heights which no foot or hand can reach. 

The view even in russet March is enchanting. P«)ng reach¬ 
es of the river,—eastward. Buffalo rock three miles awa}’. 
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Utica westward, LaSalle far south -j^lcamin^ from afar" 

caught our eyes often and detained them long. One thing 
only marred the site for military purpose in the seventeenth 
century’, namely the Devil’s Nose, a spur of rock sticking up 
almost as high though not as steep as the rock of St Louis 
itself and within musket shot of it on the east. 

This castle crag is a dwarf in contrast with the Vosemite 
Liberty Cap, which it cost me a day to climb,—or even com¬ 
pared with certain Wisconsin rock out-crops as we go up the 
Mississippi. But however small to the eye, thanks to local 
association, it is great to the mind. 

** For who tlint walks wliert* men of other days 

Have wrout;ht w ith ( lo<i l.ke arm their deed> of {-raise. 

Feels not the spirit of the jdace contrr)!, 

Fxalt and elevate his laborin'; .m)u1 ?” 

Joliet and Marquette are the first white men known to 
have looked up to the isolated natural tower I stood on.— 
Their visit here was more than two centuries ago. In the 
Illinois village beneath the crag, those two discoverers of the 
Mi.ssissippi halted in September, 1673, to rest a little after 
paddling up from Memphis. Here, two years after, Mar¬ 
quette labored as a mi.ssionary till his health gave way. A 
cross was shown me that was recently found in the shifting 
sands near the base of the rc»ck of St. Loui.s. This relic is 
naturally believed by its finder to have become doubl}'saint¬ 
ly by the touch of Marquette himself. 

Next came La Salle, who landed here on the last day of 
the year 1679. He pu.^hed further down the Illinois, but 
returned in the following March. From this point he start¬ 
ed in that month on a forced march of sixty days to the 
nearest white settlement wliich was then at Niagara h'alls. 
Beneath the shadow of the .'^ame landmark, his Indians pad- 
died the bark canoes in which, first of white men, he reach¬ 
ed the mouth of the Missivsippi in i68j, b)' a veyage of one 
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luiiulrccl aiul ten clays from Chicat^o. The same year, re- 
turninLi, he built what he called Fort St. Louis, and i^^ather- 
etl nnmd it friendly Indians In* thousands whom he confed¬ 
erated against the Iroquoi-. His lieutenant Tonty, left in 
command here when La Salle sailed for France, long shot 
forth a pow’erful influence, as it were, from his eagle’s nest. 
He penetrated even into Mexican provinces. He was a fur 
trader and political agent as well among western Indians, 
d'rea^ure, supposed to hav'e been buried by liim in the Rock 
cT St. Louis, has been sought as much as Capt. Kidd’s 
money. Acc(')rding to tradition, on that rock Tonty was 
himself buried. An Italian silver medal given me here might 
prove to have been that Italian’s. .Some time after the 
French occupation, which lasted thirty-six years, ceased, the 
s<ime rock afforded an asylum to the last remnant of the Il¬ 
linois Indians who were there besieged by Wa’seonsin Potta- 
watomies. Much provision had been stored in the fort, and 
its natural ramparts were too steep even for the snaky steps 
of Indians to mount. 7 'he assailants were ready to give u]) 
the siege, when they discovered that the garrison depended* 
on the river for water, which they could obtain only by let¬ 
ting dow n buckets w ith ropes of bark. The besieging ca¬ 
noes at (^nce glided under the projectii^g rock, and scalpii'g 
knives cut off every rope that was let down. I'he braves 
;d)ove still held the fort, but soon died of thirst ; and the 
flatness w hich proved fatal to them has ever since borne the 
name of “ .Starved Rock.” I am a-toni>hed* to learn that 
there is a painting of it which has e.caj)ed my notice in our 
historical society’s halls at Madison. 

I. 1). l^r i'i.Kk, MatiiSiii ['lurcrsity, 

“ His r<ikv—A mournful follower in the j^ath of man, 

W’hose path is over ruin and the grave. 

May linger for a moment in this place, 
beside a wswn inscription, and be sad.” 
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LEATHER AND OTHER EXTINCT MONEY. 

ROM an article in the Jourtial of Applied Scictice^ 
we learn that we have ample records of leather 
money, but little that is descriptive of it, though 
no nation uses it as a currency now. It may do 
good service in emergency; but it is almost vain to try and 
discover the long-lost specimens of it A few were found 
at a farm at Waltham St Lawrence, Berks, England, some 
years ago. They were round, black, and rough with decay ; 
one, larger than the others, seemed of untanned leather. The 
finder had forgotten about them till the circumstance was 
recalled to memory by the legend of “ Goody Two-shoe.s.” 
The scene, only about six miles away, at Medmenham Ab¬ 
bey and Bisham Wood.s in Buckinghamshire, at an early 
period of English history. One of the final verses runs .some¬ 
what thus :— 

T'hat warrior brave, her sbjiper for his crest, 

She’d tell how won by him—how she had worn, 

And by that symbol marked her last l)e(juest 
Of wealt 1, endowing schools for lowly born. 

Leather money is alluded to by the boatman waiting at 
the Ferry across the Thame.s at Medmenham :— 

To ferry all who passage sought across, 

The villain, serf, and burgher paid their fares 
In leather tokens ; but monks without such loss 

His punt-pole notch, each claims the Abbot’s j^rayers. 

Archaiologists and numismatists have taken less notice of 
leather money than it deserves, and historians of past ages, 
like the new.spaper scribblers of the present day, found no 
theme for sensation in leather money, but for such matters 
of little value, as of the captive Emperor Valerian’s skin 
serving for a drum, which preceded the Persian hosts in their 
invasion of Rome, or Charles the Twelfth’s jack-boots ser¬ 
ving some diplomatic purpose. 
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Of leather money we are told but little, though obviously 
an important medium of exchange. “ All people are wise 
in their generation,” it is said, The use of leather money, 
when costly metals were unattainable, showed a wisdom 
that modem advocates for an extended gold and silver cur¬ 
rency might well emulate. Leather has been even dignified 
into a medal to serve state purposes. Sometime during the 
fourteenth century, the French King, John, for the ransom 
of his royal person, promised to pay Edward III. of England 
3,000,000 of gold crowns. In order to fulfil this obligation, 
he paid the expenses of the palace in leather money, the 
centre of each piece being a little point of silver. In his reign 
is found the origin of the burlesque honour of boyhood, called 
“conferring a leather medal.” The imposing ceremonies ac¬ 
companying the presentation gave full force, dignity, and 
value to the leather medal, which even noblemen were proud 
to receive at the hands of maje>t}'. A writer on the “W ants 
of the Age,” says the more valueless the materials of which 
money is made, except for international exchanges, the 
greater the gain to the people,—the first cost and replace¬ 
ment being easy and inexpensive. \\'ood, iron, tin. and 
leather, are staple products of Britain, and for durable cur¬ 
rency were in use before and after the introduction of gold 
and silver coin. The wooden money—/. c. the “ Exchequer 
Tallies,”—was the most important state currency of England 
for years. A “tally” was a piece of wood, mostly limetrec, 
about two feet long and one inch square ; about six inches 
from one end this stick was cut half through, and a half of 
the wood was split away to the length of 18 inches up to 
the saw-cut, making two pieces, which, by putting together, 
corresponded in fit of grain and cross-cut. The value of the 
talley was marked by notches across the cloven edges of the 
stick—thus, the amount as notched out tallied on both pieces^ 
The notches were one palm wide for ;^ioo, the width cf a 
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thumb for every distinct ;^io, of the little finger for and 
five notches indicated amounts of smaller value. The.se 
Exchequer tallies had no ornamentation, but were as plain 
as a piece of old hurdle,—written signatures and sometimes 
seals were fixed on the two-feet piece, at the larger part form¬ 
ing a hand-piece. This was the circulating medium with 
which the State expenses were paid, thus hypothecating the 
taxes ; and having served its purpose for settling large trade 
transactions, it came back to the Exchequer as a tax pay¬ 
ment, when the piece was proved to be genuine by fitting to 
the tally grain, saw-cut, and cross notches corresponding. 
The .same .system of tally is still used in England and other 
parts of the world for .some trade and labour-reckoning. But 
])archment, leather, or paper, would, by its portability and 
dunibility, supersede thi; wooden money. Three hundred 
year 5 ago, only paste-board money was used for the currency 
of Holland; to have stopped local trade till gold, silver, or 
brass, could be imported, would have been as idiotic as we 
are obliged to believe more modern and more civilized na¬ 
tions reveal them elves to be, on the very simple matter of 
'* money, labour’s measure,” —H. M. 

[ Whilst we are pa.ssing through the pre.ss, the July num¬ 
ber of the Auicricaii Journal of Nurnismaius has come to 
liand, in which we find the following :— 

Lkather Money. —The Republican candidates for Presi¬ 
dent and Vice-President in the year 1872 having been con- 
r.ected with the production or manufacture of leather in for¬ 
mer years, some enthusia.^t on the subject thought proper to 
commemorate the.se facts by striking a “ Medal ” in leather. 
The following de.scribes an impre.ssion; Obverse, Accolated 
busts of Grant and Wilson facing left, “THE NATICK COR- 
LLER —THE (SALENA TANNER I 872” Reverse, “ (iRANT & 
WILSON” * • A wreath of oak and laurel, within 

which, “ there’s nothinc; like leather” in four lines. 


Digitized by 


Goi «gle 


Originial from 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 



Generated at Washington University in St. Louis on 2020-08-31 21:36 GMT / https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.32044090130964 

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust. 0 rg/access_use#pd-g 00 gle 


12 


THE CAXADI.W ANTlQUARIAiV 


Size 24. It was from regularly made dies, and was probably 
the first of the kind ever struck for such a purpose. l).P. 
New York, June i, 1878.] 


BRIGADIER-GENERAL THE HONORABLE 
ROBERT MONCKTON. 

OW the grand old name of Monckton carries our 
thoughts back to the thrilling scene enacted on 
the Plains of Abraham, on the morning of the 
13th September, 1759. How it recalls to our re¬ 
collection every instance we have read of that memcrable 
battle, and the sad and never to be forgotten scene—the 
death of Wolfe. The name of Monckton will always be a.s- 
sociated with the battle of the Plains,—on the death of 
Wolfe he succeeded to the command of the army, but had 
the misfortune to receive a wound w'hich obliged him to 
leave the field, as soon as the result of the battle w\as known, 
and retire to his camp at Pointe Levi, where he wrote the 
following despatch : 

Letter from the Honorable Brigadier-General Monckton 
to the Right Honorable Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated. Camp 
at Pointe Levi, September 15, 1759. 

“ Sir,—I have the pleasure to acquaint you, that, on the 
13th instant. His Majesty's troops gained a very signal vic¬ 
tory over the PTench, a little above the towm of Quebec. 
General Wolfe, exerting himself on the right of our line, re¬ 
ceived, a wound pretty early, of which he died soon after, 
and I had myself the great misfortune of receiving one in my 
right breast by a ball, that went through part of my lungs, (and 
which has been cut out under the blade-bone of my shoul¬ 
der,) just as the PTench were giving way, which obliged me 
to quit the field. I have, therefore, sir, desired General 
Townshend, w ho now' commands the troops before the tow n- 
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(and of which I am in hopes he will be soon in possession,) 
to acquaint you with the particulars of that day and of the 
operations carrying on. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c., 

“ Rob. Monckton. 

** P.S.—His Majesty’s troo[)s behaved with the greatest 
steadiness and braver>\ 

“ As the sui^eon tells me there is no danger in my wound, 
I am in hopes that I shall be soon able to join the army be¬ 
fore the town.” 

General Monckton, however, did not re-join the army un¬ 
til after the capitulation. I have not met with an account 
of his entry into the City with the remnant of Wolfe’s gallant 
army, but such a triumph must have taken place. His name 
will also be associated with the early history of Quebec, as 
the Kriti h General who commanded that celebrated 

fortres.^x—during the jhort time he remained there, he was 
.still Commander-in-chief of the army, though, on account of 
illness, the more arduous dutie's devolved on Brigadier-Gene¬ 
ral Town^hend. On his departure he was succeeded by Bri¬ 
gadier-General Murray. The little portrait of General 
Monckton, which I send you, has been in my possession 
many years, and was taken in 1764, one hundred and four¬ 
teen years ago. In closing the c few brief remarks, I ma\' 
add, that in 1761, he was Governor of New York, and, after 
a long and successful military career, he died in 1783, a 
Lieut.-Gcneral in the army. 

A. K. B. 

Montreal, May S, 1S78. 
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GENERAL WOLFE—IN MEMORIAM. 

N esteemed friend, Mr. A. E. Bulger, 
who has already rendered us valued 
services, hands us the following lines ; 
it is believed that they have not 
hitherto been published in Canada :— 
INSCRIPTION 

To THE Memory ok General Wolfe, slain 
IN THE Service of hls Country at 

OUEHEC, IN N(MITH AMERICA. 

If nobly fighting in a nation’s cause, 

And bravely dying to maintain its laws; 

If great exertion, hone Ay of heart. 

And all the zeal true courage can impart ; 

If these can make the laureate hero shine. 

These, Wolfe, were thine, pre-eminently thine. 
Too early lost—yet glory crown’d thy days. 

And fame grows hoarse, unequal to thy prai.‘:e. 
Hut, oh! thy death, illu-trious chief, de.^troys 
The sudden burst of universal joys. 

Our patriot King in pity drops a tear. 

And mourns a conquest that was bought so dear. 
Oh ! let the muse thy fortitude proclaim. 

And on thy tomb thus register thy name: 

Here lies brave Wolfe! who fought on 
Freedom’s side, 

Bled for his King, and vanquish’d, 
tho’ he died. 
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EXTRACT FROM A LETTER 


FkOM Halifax, in Nova Scotia, datkd March 20, 1750. 


a E are all happily arrived in this country, after a 
voyage of two months and three da}’s. At our 
first landing we were obliged to live in tents like 
soldiers in the field, having no other habitations ; 
but were soon after ordered by our Governor to cut down a 
great number of trees (all the country being a wood, quite 
wild and overgrown,) to clear a lai^e piece of ground ; which 
we actually did, and finished this work, as wc were ordered, 
in the space of six weeks ; after which the country was di¬ 
vided among the new inhabitants by lots, 60 feet in length 
and 40 in breadth, being given to each settler to build their 
hou.ses. There was no such thing as a carpenter cr brick¬ 
layer, every one being obliged to be his own architect, and 
perform the work with his own hands ; not so much as a 
workman to be had, all having enough to do for themselve-. 
The Government assi-ted us with boards and nails, which 


were brought from Ho-ton in New England ; and c\-ery da\' 
we see some sloops arrive from thence with boards and 
shingle.;. Many of the Englidi built very poor houses, and 
many of them none at all, being incapable of such busine.^s, 
and, therefore, were obliged to shelter themselves all the 
Winter in their tents 


The country is all a wilderne.ss, as you may easily imagine, 
having never, from the beginning of the world, been inha¬ 
bited by any rational creature ; for the natives are as wild 
as beasts, every' thing growing and rotting, of itself, without 
the least cultivation. The earth is good clay', and stony 
ground, and from what appears, by that part which is cleared 
and the town built upon, there is good hope that any seed or 
plants will do exceeding well, the soil above being a good 
black earth. 
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Every thing necessary, as victuals and clothing, is to be had 
here, for ships are daily arriving. Meat is to be bought here 
for a tolerable price : beef, mutton and pork from 4d. to i 
per lb ; coffee and chocolate 6d. per lb ; Bohea tea 7s, per 
lb. Green tea is scarce and at a very high price, likewise 
fine sugar. What you buy in London for 7d. is sold here for 
i6d. Brown sugar, bought in London for 3d. you must pay 
here 8d. for. Fowls, geese, ducks, and wine, are at a toler¬ 
able price, and rum costs but half the money it costs in Eng¬ 
land. All that belongs to clothing is extremely dear. Fish 
we have in great abundance in summer time ; there are lob¬ 
sters, mackerels, cod, herrings, eels, rock-fish, mussels, flat¬ 
fish, and others, for which I have no name ; this is a gf?od 
provision, and to be had ^ometimc^ for nothing. Our fish¬ 
ery is daily more and more improved. 

When we first came here, the Indian'^, in a friendly man¬ 
ner, brought us lob ters and other fi.sh in plenty, being satis¬ 
fied for them by a bit of bread and sweetmeat ; but now 
they come no more, but are turned our adversaries ; and 
when they get one of our peoi>!e in their power, they will 
carry him along with them, and put him to death in a bar¬ 
barous manner. They don’t live in any certain place, but 
are here and there, running, up and down the country. They 
are a very wild people; their clothes generally black and 
ragged, their hair black and long, like hog’s bristles, over 
their heads and faces ; they live like beasts. Our soldiers 
take great pains to drive them away, and clear the country 
of them ; we have also some .strong forts built for the secu¬ 
rity of the town. 

Now there are twice as many new inhabitants as arrived 
here at first from England ; a great number from Cape Bre¬ 
ton and New England having settled here likewise ; and, we 
are assured, that above two thousand more will arrive this 
summer from England. 
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P.S.—If you know of any that intend to come over, let 
them bring no money, but tapes, threads, stockings, linen, 
&c, for they will double their value. —Frmn t/ie Loiidm Ma¬ 
gazine^ May^ 1750. 

SPEECH OF TE-CUM-SEH. 


E are indebted to a friend for the following trans¬ 
lation of a speech delivered by Tecumseh, the 
Indian Chief, during the war of 1812-14. We 
do not presume to say that it has not been pre¬ 
viously published, but its earnest eloquence renders no apo- 
logy necessary for reproducing it in our pages:— 

Speech of Te-cum-seh, delivered oti tlu iSth September, 1813, 
before tlu British Council of War, at Anihcrstburg, Up¬ 
per Canada. 


“ Father, listen to your children ! You have them now 
all before you, 

“ The war before thi.s, our British father gave the hatchet 
to his red children, when our old chiefs were alive. They 
are now dead. In that war our father was thrown on his 


back by the Americans, and our father took them by the 
hand without our knowledge ; and we are afraid that our 
father will do so again at this time. 

“ The summer before last, when I came forward with my 
red brethren, and was ready to take up the hatchet in favor 
of our British father, we were told not to be in a hurry,—that 
he had not yet determined to fight the Americans. 

“ Listen ! When war was declared, our father stood up 
and gave us the tomahawk, and told us that he was then 
ready to strike the Americans ; that he wanted our assis¬ 
tance ; and that he would certainly get us our lands back, 
which the Americans had taken from us. 
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''Listc/i ! You told us, at that time, to bring forward our 
families to this place, and we did so ; and you promised to 
take care of them, and that they should want for nothing, 
while the men would go and fight the enemy ; that we need 
not trouble ourselves about the enemy’s garrisons ; that we 
knew nothing about them, and that our father would attend 
to that part of the business. You also told your red children 
that you would take good care of your garrison here, which 
made our hearts glad. 

Listen ! When we were last at the Rapids, it is true we 
gave you little assistance. It is hard to fight people who 
li\'e like ground hogs. 

** Father^ listen ! Our fleet has gone out; we know they 
have fought; we have heard the great guns ; but w’^e know 
nothing of what has happened to our father with that arm. 
Our ships have gone one way. and we are much astonished 
to see our father tying up every thing and preparing to run 
away the other, without letting hLs red children know what 
his intentions are. You always told us to remain here and 
take care of our lands; it made our hearts glad to hear that 
was your wish. Our great father, tlie King, is the head, and 
you represent him. You always told us that you would never 
draw your foot oft' British ground ; but now. father, we see 
you arc drawing back, and we are sorry to see our father do¬ 
ing so w ithout seeing the enemy. We must compare our 
fathers conduct to a fat dog, that carries its tail upon its 
back, but when affrighted, it drops it betw'een its legs and 
runs off. 

“ Father^ listen ! The Americans have not yet defeated 
us by land ; neither are we sure tiuit they have done so by 
w ater ; tir, thcirforCy leish to remain here andfight our aieuiy. 
should they make their appearauee. If they defeat us, we w ill 
then retreat w ith our father. 

‘^At the battle of the Rapids, last year, the Americans 
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certainly defeated us ; and, when we retreated to our father’s 
fort at that place, the gates were shut against us. We were 
afraid that it would now be the case; but, instead of that, 
we now see our British father preparing to march out of his 
garrison. 

Father ! You have got the arms and ammunition which 
our great father sent for his red children. If you have an 
idea of going away, give them to us, and you may go, and 
welcome for us. Our lives are in the hands of the Great 
Spirit. We are determined to defend our lands, and if it be 
His will, we wish to leave our bones upon them.” 

Note.— When the defeat of the British squadron on Lake 
Lrie became known, it was thought advisable to withdraw the 
troops from the forts of Amherstburg and Detroit. When 
the matter was made known to the Indians, with the request 
that they should accompany the troops, the warriors receiv¬ 
ed the proposal with the utmost indignation, and refused to 
do so, considering the measure as a desertion of them- 
selvc>. It was on this occasion the celebrated ChiefTe-cuni- 
seh made the foregoing violent speech, before the British 
Council of War, on the i8th September, 1813.—A. E. B. 

MONUMENT TO MARQUETTE, 

Rev. George Duffield, of this city, has received a letter 
from James H. Dormer, of Buffalo, N.Y., in reference to the 
erection of a monument to Marquette, the great explorer, at 
Mackinac, near where his grave was recently discovered. It 
is proposed that an association be formed for erecting this 
monument, with Senator I'crry as president, and the Gover¬ 
nors of Michigan, Wisconsin and Illinois as vice-presidents, 
and leading men of all religious denominations in the west 
as associates. Although Marquette was a Roman Catholic 
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and a Jesuit, his geographical discoveries and his personal 
heroism were conspicuous and deserve to be remembered. 
It is said that $1000 has already been pledged in the State 
of New York, nine-tenths of it by Protestants, for the erec¬ 
tion of a suitable monument to the man who is now only re¬ 
membered in the shadowy pages of history, and in his name 
being attached to a city, a county, and, in part, a railr’oad. 
It is suggested that the latter part of July will be a favorable 
time to take action at Mackinac relative to the prop 43 sed 
monument, as a greater number of summer visitors are then 
on the memorable island than at any other period.*— atr^ng 
Republican. 


INDIAN REMAINS. 



the Annual Meeting of the Natural Histo/}' 
Society of Montreal, held May 18, an opportunity 
was afforded of inspecting a portion of an Indian 
skeleton, disinterred a short distance below the 
surface in the grounds of the New High School, between 
Peel and Metcalfe Streets by Masters A. Weir and Frank 
Mitchell, two scholars attending the High School, and pre¬ 
sented by them to the Society. Dr Dawson stated that the 
ground in question was doubtless formerly a burial place of 
the Indians of the village of Hochelaga, as quantities of simi¬ 
lar remains had been previously discovered. Those under 
inspection were those of a full-grown man of medium size, 
and were, in all probability, interred before the settlement 
of Montreal by the French. At the time the excavations 
were being made for houses in Peel Street some years ago, he 
had made a collection of remains, which are now in the 
Museum, where full particulars concerning them can be ob¬ 
tained. 
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CALVARY CHURCH MEDAL FOR THE CON¬ 
GREGATIONAL COLLEGE OF B. N. A. 



IT is of interest to record that in commemoration of 
the organization of the church, and to testify its 
regard for the College, certain members of Cal¬ 
vary Church, Montreal, have presented a silver 
medal for annual competition on Church History. It bears 
on the one side the arms or corporate seal of the College, of 
which an impression is herewith given, and on the other, a 
representation of the church buildings, seen in the second 
impression. The following is a copy of the deed of gift hand¬ 
ed to the Board of Directors : 


To the Board of Directors of the Congregational College of 

R N. A. 

Gejtilaneii: Certain members of Calvary Church, Montreal, 
desirous of commemorating the organization of that church, 
and erection of its present church edifice, and at the same 
time wishing to manifest the interest they feel in the efficien¬ 
cy and prosperity of an institution to which the Churches of 
the Congregational name are largely indebted, have resolved 
to found and to present to the Congregational College of B. 
N. A. a silver medal, to be competed for by the students of 
the same. And although a sufficient sum has not yet been 
raised for the endowment of the medal, the donors pledge 
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themselves to secure this sum as soon as practicable. -As an 
earnest, however, of their desire and intention to give cfiect 
to their resolv^e, they have secured the execution of the dies 
for the medal, which they are prepared to hand over to you 
to hold and possess for the college, on their receiving ofhcial 
notification of your acceptance of their offer, and on the con¬ 
ditions hereinafter set forth. 

Furthermore, the donors undertake from this time £~orth, 
and until such time as the Medal Endowment F'und ishall 
be completed, to provide at their own charges and to ^lacc 
in your hands, annually, a copy of the medal for competi tion. 
They respectfully submit the following as the terms and 
conditions on which they desire to present the .said m edal 
to the college: 

1. The medal is founded by Calvary Congregational 
Church, Montreal. 

2. It shall bear the name of “The Calvary Churd) 
Medal.” 

3. The medal shall be of silver, and .^liall bear on the one 
side, the arms or corporate seal of the College, and on the 
other, a representation of the pre ent church edifice of Cal¬ 
vary Church, with the inscription, “ Calvary Congregational 
Church, Montreal, organized D'^74.” 

4. The object of the medal >hall be the study of Church 
History in the Theological cour es of the College. 

5. The medal shall be annually offered for competition at 
the Sessional Examinations in the Theological department 
to students completing their colitge course at the said ex¬ 
aminations. 

6 The course of study and the subjects of examination 
for the medal shall be such as the F;iculty of Theology, .sub¬ 
ject to the approval of tlie Hoard of Directors, shall from 
time to time app('int. 
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The examiners for the medal shall bj chosen by the 
Board of Directors. 

8. The medal shall be awarded for absolute merit or ex¬ 
cellence in answering, and to the student whom the faculty, 
on the report of the examiners, shall recommend to the 
Board of Directors as the successful competitor. 

On behalf of the donors : 

(Signed) J. Rkdpath DoUGALL, 

Sa\ Calvar)" Church. 


TRANSLATION OF THE REMAINS OF BISHOP 

LAVAL. 

HE Laval University, and the people of the Pro¬ 
vince of Quebec generally, have given, in many 
instances, unmistakable evidence of the veneration 
in which they hold the name of the pious and 
great man who was the first Bishop of North America. 

The following events connected with the life of Mgr. de 
Montmorency Laval have been duly celebrated and solem¬ 
nized in the most befitting manner on their second centen¬ 
nial anniv^ersaries, viz.:— 

1st. The arrival of the Bishop of PetrcT', Vicar Apostolic 
of New France, at Quebec on i6th June, 1659. 

2nd. The foundation of the Seminary of Quebec, on 30th 
April, 1663. 

3rd. The establishment of the P)piscopal See of Quebec, 
on 1st October, 1674. 

The proceedings, held in Quebec, on each of these centen¬ 
nials, have been recorded in pamphlets published under the 
supervision of the Laval University, (i) 

(l) Tliose amongst c»ur rccidcrs wlio are collectinj^ Canadian books and j>am- 
J)hlets w.Ildo well to look after the following, which will soon l)e verj’ rare :— 
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A greater tribute even than all these has been recently 
paid to the memory of the illustrious prelate. 

On the 15th September last, workmen who were engaged 
in excavating under the Basilica came across a lead coffin, 
and gave notice of the fact to Mr. Cote, one of the prtests at¬ 
tached to the Church. The next day a proccs-verbal was 
duly prepared and signed by His Grace the Archbishop and 
eight of the priests of the Seminary and the Basilica, by 
which it appears that the coffin contained the remains of 
Mgr. de Laval. The following ihscription was found on the 
leaden coffin :— 

HIC JACET 

D.D. Franciscus de Laval, Primus 
Quebecensis Episcopus, 

OniiT DIE Sexta Maii, Anno Salutis Millesimo 
Septingenteslmo octavo 
/Etatis Su.e octo(;esim() Sexto 

CoNSECRATIOXIS QUINQUAC'.ESIMc) 

Requiescat In ivvck. (2) 

The whole skeleton, in a perfect state of pre.^-erv ation, was 
found in a second coffin, made of wood, which was very much 

“ Not.ce Historio-graphicjue sur la I'trte CtTrhre a le l6 Juin, 1S59, 

join (111 Deux-Cenl.enie Ann.versa.re de TArrivee dc Mgr. de Moniirorency 
Laval en Canada,’’ par J. C. Tach^, Ouebec, 1859. 

“CVTcbrat on du Deux-Cent.^me Ann.versaire de la Fondatiun dii Seniina re 
de Quebec, 30 Avrd, 1863.” 88 p.p., Brousseau, (^ucdiec, 1863. 

“ Le Deux.^me Cenlenaire de I’Erect.on du D.ocese de Quelxc.” blunil arf 
0^*^ C’.e., 80. LVI. 251. IV’. Quelxjc, 1874. This is more a book than a 
jianiphlet. There is an introduct.on by Hon. Mr. Chauveau. 

(2) A//('.f/w/Zc of the inscrijit.on has lieen publ.she*! in a weekly pajKi . 
ed.ted by the pup.Is of the (Juel>ec Seminary. T he arms of Mgr. dc 
1 .aval are well carved on the inscr.pt ion. On the ujiper lid of the lead coffin tiie 
following words are engraved : 

“Charles le normand a fait ce sercul.” {sic.) 

TTie whole lead coffin has been placed in the Museum of the Laval Uni vers ty. 
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decayed. The remains are tho ;c of a man of very hi<^h sta¬ 
ture ; the dimensions of the skull are remarkably^ large. The 
leaden coffin is six feet six inches long. 

The gentlemen of the Seminary and of the Laval Univer¬ 
sity’ fiaving obtained leave from the ecclesiastical and civil 
authorities to remove the remains of the founder of the Se¬ 
minary to their own chapek determined on giving the great¬ 
est possible eclat to this second burial of Mgr. Laval, and 
23rd of May’ was appointed for the imposing ceremony’. Our 
readers will find below a few extracts from the newspapers 
of the day^ giving some of the details of the procession and 
funeral service. 

W’e understand that a pamphlet containing the sermon 
given by Mgr. Racine, Bishop of Sherbrooke, in the Basilica, 
and the oration delivered at the La\'al Uni\-ersity’ by’ the 
Hon. Mr. Chauveau, Sheriff of Montreal, will soon be issued. 
When it comes to hand, we shall probably’ refer again to the 
subject. 


“ On the afternoon of May’ i 5, the remains of Mgr. Laval, 
first Bishop of Canada, were removed from the large hall of 
the University', which bears his honoured name, under the 
tlirection of its IVofessors and students, to the Chapel of the 
Seminary’, where they will remain in state until the final cere¬ 
monies of the 23rd. Hebert and St. Tamille Streets, through 
which the procession had to pass, were hung thickly’ with 
bunting, which was suspended in festoons across the street 
from almost every window. The fronts of many’ of the 
houses along the line of the procession were also decorated 
with bunting and suitable inscriptions. The Papal colors 
and Dominion flag were hoisted at half-mast uijon the Uni¬ 
versity’ and Archbishopric. At four o'clock, the procession, 
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which liad formed in the Univendty grounds, started in the 
fv'Tow iPig order :— 

Seminary Band, 

(Under leadership of Mr. McKernan.) 

Cross Bearers. 

Two Acolytes. 

Choristers. 

d'heelcgical Students cf Seminary. 

The Clergy (about 5c, walking two by two.) 

Mgr. C. F. Cazeau, CTticiatir.g Brie-.t, (in black cope.) 
Deacon—Rev. Ol. Mathieu. 

THE CASKET. 

The Pall-l'carers being 
Re\ d. r. 1 C I lair.e’, Superior of Seminary. 

“ M. IC Methot, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, 

•• A. J. Legare, Rector of Seminar)’. 

“ C. E. Legare. Rector of Grand Seminary. 

“ Ik Rous: el, Rector cf Univeiv.ity. 

“ L . Beaudet. Prefect of Studies. 

A. J. Auclair, Cure of Basilica. 

“ Ik Sachek Superior of thic Jesuits. 

“ G. Leinoinc', Chaplain LV.wilines, 

“ P. Lr.gace*. lTincit)al of Normal School. 

Be adieu. Chaplain Hotel Dieu, 

Geo. Cote, IVemier Vicar Basilica. 

Six Chori-^ters in purple gowns. 

( The above carried wreatlis of flowers to be laid on the 
catafalque.) 

Professors e^f I.aval University. 

Students of Laval University. 

Pu[)ils of the Seminary, (with banners and insignia.) 

“ ICach of the Seminary puj)ils carried in one hand a wreath 
( f iniDur.cllcs, which, on entering the Seminary Chapel each 
ur.L* !.'iid on or dispo ed around the catafak[ue. as a tribute 
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to the memory of the founder of their school. Tlic j)roccs- 
sion was clcsed by the hcaisehold of the Seminary, On 
arriving in the chapel, the choristers and clerg)' took up po¬ 
sition on each side of the sanctuary. Nearest the rails were 
the professors of the University, whilst the pupils of bv)th 
the University and Seminary occupied the body cf the edi- 
hce. On the gallery were the reverend ladies of the Sifters 
of Charity, After the casket was laid on the stand erected 
for it, the Libera was sung, and Mgr. Cazeau read the ser¬ 
vice. Those present then withdrew, and the public were 
admitted. The decorations of the interior were very fine. 
The only colours used and allowed were white and purple. 
The w^alls were covered with massive drapery studded over 
with flciirs-dc-lis, and relieved by bannerets bearing mottoes, 
such as—“ The God of your fathers hath sent me unto }'ou,” 
Me showed us the right way,” 8:c., &c. On the gallery 
railing hung the crests of the different literary societies formed 
among the pupils :—Societies of Ste Cecilia, St. Denis, St, 
Louis, St Francis of Sales, and the Laval Debating Club, 
rile banners of the pupils were dispo-ed around the walls. 
The altar was artistically drajied in purjile and w hite, w ith 
innumerable Jiciirs-dc-lisy and was ablaze w ith lights. It was 
crowned by a canopy, from which depended long white lace 
curtains, relieved in violet Over the sanctuary rails from 
an arch also hung massive drapery looped uj) on each side. 
Crow'lling the catafalque was conspicuous the family crest of 
Mgr. de Laval, It stood fully ten feet high, also the arms, 
gold ground with cross ofgules—alarions (eagles) in azure— 
four in each quarter. The shield craped with the ennen of 
the children of France, a privilege wdiich the Lavals enjoyed, 
being allied to the Royal family. The whole was surmount¬ 
ed with the episcopal attributes, underneath being the mot¬ 
to :—“ Dien ayde an premier baron ehresiienf h>oni the crest 
hung long drapery, held up at four corners by obelisks, on 
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which were arranged the 5C0 wreaths ohered by the pupil". 
At the four corners stood four statues of angels with hands 
crossed and faces turned heaven-ward. On a raised stand 
lay the casket containing the remains. The bones were dis¬ 
posed on a purple velvet cushion studded with gold flairs- 
(/i'-lis. Around the remains and on the casket were laid over 
thirty wreaths of exquisite workmanship, the ofterings of the 
gentlemen directors of the Seminary, the ecclesiastics, one 
from each of the twelve classes of pupils, two from the house¬ 
hold aud employees of the institution, while among the 
donors outside the Seminar}^ might be noticed the Bon Pas¬ 
teur large cross of wax flowers. Sisters of Charity and 
Sacre Coeur Convents, each a wreath, as also offerings from 
many private individuals. What attracted most attention, 
was an anchor in artificial wax flowers, presented by^ the 
Cdissi' if Ecviioinic, and a crown, also in artificial flowers, the 
gift of the four faculties of the University^ The latter tri¬ 
bute was laid on the top of the casket. The bier was hung 
in silk velvet, looped up with gold tassels. Around the ca¬ 
tafalque were arranged massive silver chandeliers, ablaze 
with lighted tapers. The copes and dalmatics used on the 
occasion had been presented to Mgr. de Laval by the then 
reigning monarch, Louis XIU. They- were of drap d'or, of 
course much tarni.^hed by^ time .”—Quebec paper. 

“The ceremonies connected with the final translation of 
the remains commenced at half-past seven in the morning of 
May' 23rd, when a procession composed of the clergy', reli¬ 
gious communities, and pupils of the Ursuline Convent, con¬ 
veyed the remains to the Ursuline Chapel, where a Libera 
was sung, and another procession escorted the remains to the 
Church of the Congregation of the Jesuits on the Esplanade 
Hill. Here a second Libera was sung, after which the Irish 
societies escorted the remains to St. Patrick’s Church, where 
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t!ic third Libira \va^ sun;^. Aik tlicr Lilhra ua-. su-n;^ at 
tihc Hotel Dicu Chaj)el, to which place tlie remains were con¬ 
veyed from St. Tatrick’s Churcli b}' th.e St. Jean Ikapti>te 
Society. I'he official pia^ce sion formed at the Hotel Dien, 
and escorted the remains to the lia^ilica, where the ^naind 
funeral mass was celebrated. In the official procession, which 
was exceedingly lene;thy, the hdlowinc; took part :—Schools 
and Colleges, with band.^ ; Clergy to the number of about 
200, and the Hi-hops of the rro\-inces, weariiiL^ mitres ; Rec¬ 
tor ; Pr(;fe;sorwand Students of the Seminary and Laval 
L'niveiwity ; the Lieutenant-Go\ ernor ; members of tlie Exe¬ 
cutive Council ; Senators ; members of the Dominion and 
Provincial Le^u’slatures ; Forel[;n Consuls; Police Magis¬ 
trates; Recorder; Huron Indian deputation; Military (Of¬ 
ficers ; Mayor and Corporation of Quebec ; the Bar ; the 
Notaries ; Medical I'acult)*; National, Literary, Musieal and 
Charitable Societie s d he .‘• treets were crowded with people, 
thausands linir.g the line of procession, which was very 
thickly and gaily decorated with flags. Suitable inscriptions 
were al o di>{)layed in many instances. The concluding 
ceremonies over Bishop Lawal’s remains in the Basilica were 
V ery imposing. Mgr. Conroy occujaied the Arch-episcoj)al 
'khrone, and Mass was chanted by the Archbishop of (Oue- 
bec. All the BisliO])s of the Province and the Archbishoj) 
of Manitoba were present, d'he .'■ermon was preached b\' 
Mgr. Racine, Bisho]) of Sherbrooke. At the conclusion, the 
remains w'ere finallv' interred below the .Seminary Chajjel.” 
—Moiiircal I!l raid. 


“ Bi^h'op Lava:, the translation of who-.e remains was }'e^- 
tervlay the occasion of interesting ceremonies, was not onl\' 
the fir.>t R. C. Bidiop of (Juebec, but the pioneer prelate of 
.all th.e territor)' now ir.cluded in the Lnited States and Ca¬ 
nada. lie wa. born in h'rance in 1623, coik ecrated in 1637, 
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and died in 1708. His successors to the date of the Con- 
ejuest were Bishops St. Valier, Mornay, Dosqiiet, D’Aiibe- 
ri\’iere, Pontbriand, and Briand—all but the last were ap¬ 
pointed by the French Crown. Monsei^neur Mornay never 
set foot in Canada, although his episcopate lasted l I years. 
Monseii^neur Pontbriand died and was buried in Montreal ; 
Bishops St. Valier, D’Auberiviere, and Briand, in Quebec ; 
Bishop Dosquet died in France. The fir-^t Canadian-born 
Bishop of Quebec was Monsei<4neur D’Fs^lis, who died in 
I7«8(S, and was inhumed in the Isle of Orleans. His succes¬ 
sors to the pre.^ent time have been Bishops Hubert and De- 
naut, and Archbishops Plessis, Panet, Si^may, Tur^eon. 
Baillar^eon, and His Grace Monseigneur Taschereau, the 
j)resent occupant of the See. Monseigneur Plessis was the 
first Archbishop by the appointment of the Roman Curia ; 
Monseigneur Signay was the first who-e title obtained legal 
recognition in luigland .”—Montreal Gazette, May 24, i<S7S. 


TRh:ASURF-TR( 3 VF. 

HE system oT banking pui'Aied by our ance tors 
was of a less cc'implicatesl nature than that at 
present in u-e, and ])eriiaps attended w ith less 
risk. It consisted in digging a Iiole in -ome .se¬ 
cluded spot and therein burying the sum to be deposited. 
Sometimes persons died leaving large balances in thc-^e pri- 
\ ate banks ; and the money thus left is now from time t > 
time dug np, and when thu^ unearthed becomes a subiect of 
deep intere. A to numismatists. .\t a meeting of the Society 
('f Antiejuarians of Edinburgh, held during the hr-.t week of 
June last, a notice wa^ read o( an extratn'dinary hoard of 
Alver coins, upwards of 9000 in number, found in a metal 
pet on the estate of^Iontrave, lCennowa\’, hdfe, in the month 
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of May, 1877. The pot was exhibited by permission of the 
Queen’s and Lord Treasurer’s Remembrancer of Scotland. 
It contained 9854 coins. Of these 457 were Scotch, 8830 
Enolish, 141 Irish, 8 Anglo-Gallic, and the remainder were 
foreign sterlings. The Scotch coins consist of one William 
the Lion penny, 242 pennies of Alexander III., all of the 
long single cross coinage, 29 pennies of Baliol, 12 of Robert 
I„ and 34 of David II., of whose coinage there were also 
124 Edinburgh groats. The English coins consist of two 
Henry short cross pennies, and 8,787 sterlings, or pennies of 
the three first Edwards. Mr. Burns, F. S. A., who read a 
paper on this remarkable hoard, is of opinion that it must 
have been hidden some time about the year 1360. It could 
not have been long before or long after that date. 


THE MINT. 

Annual Report of the English Mint has re¬ 
cently been presented to l^arliament. It states 
that tlie gold coinage of 1877, which did not be¬ 
gin till the I 5th of November, has only amounted 
to 1,098,000, and has been confined, as in 1875, to half- 
s<)\'ereigns ; but since th.e beginning of the present year the 
coinage of gold has been resumed, and a sum of ^5^1,692,200 
in sovereigns and half-sovereigns has been delivered to the 
Bank cf England. The smallness of the demand for gold 
coin may again be traced to the importation of sovereigns 
f:'o!n Au-Tralia, the amount of those coins struck at the Syd- 
I'iey and Melbourne Mints which were received at the Bank 
i)f Ihigland during the )'ear liaving risen to ^5^3,748,000, as 
('.gainst ^'2,075,000 in 1876, and ^2,726,000 in 1875, In 
tl'iC absence cf the. e large suj^plies the Mint could only keep 
jr.'.ce w ilh the ccmaiid for gold coin, even when tliat demand 
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ip.con>icIciMlj!c, by nuikiiy^ arr.iri^eir.cnts fcM* tlic pcrK'r- 
MKincc (A ('tlu'r j):irt'v (»f its Icyitini.Ttc \\<"rk b\' contract.— 
l )uriii<;‘ iIk: \'car I <>77. several in-tanc(‘; c f “ trea-urc-tni'/c ” 
w c.‘re rcj)()rU il from dilfcront j)arts of I 'rplaiul. aiui tlic e div 
f »Liiul, aftcT iiisjjcctioii at the Hriti h Mu-eum, were f rwairdci 
to tlie Mint for a rcj)ort as to their ir.clallic waluc. As some 
of tliem ])o;: es.^ ed consicierab’e mmii'matic {ntere>t, an.'i 
specimens were ni>t to be found in the Mii.-eum (A the Mir.t, 
tile 1 )e[)iity-?vla >tcr recpie- ted ])ermi m'oii to buy them at ‘lie 
v alue pi,iced upon them b\- tlie Keejier of Coins and Medal- 
at the Hriti^h Museum, and to add them to tiie C'dleCti^ 11 
belonnino- to the department, v.liicli was rearranged and 
o})ened for the inspection of the jiublic in 1S73. The coin- 
selected consi te\l of 45 silver pence < f W'illiam tlic Conqueror, 
found at d'aniwca'th ; three i^old nob’es, of IMward III.. 
Richard II., and Philip III., Duke of Hnrpundv, from Clial- 
cot, in W'i’t^hire ; and three q;o’d cnwvns ( f Henry VIIk, 
found at Hi>ham Abbeva W’ith reference to tlie propo-cd 
erection of a new Mint, the Depiitv'-Master p'ives some im¬ 
portant information with a view to show’ how oroundle^s are 
the a|;j)rehensions which have at times been exjiressed that 
the presence of the Mint would ])ro\ e a disadv’anta^e to tlie 
neiphl)ourl‘o( d to w liich it mioht be reinov’cd. He p(dnts 
out th.'it the refinery, which ori^qinallv’ formed |)art of tlie 
Mint premise-, has since 1852 been lea-ed to Messrs. Koth'- 
child, and is in no wav’ w hatev er connected with the wsirk 
of the De])artment. and that no refinery wculd be attached 
to the new Mint. In reference to the (juestion whether it is 
intended that the ctdn.'ipe of bron/e, as well as of ^old and 
silver, -hould be carried on in a new’ Mint, he explains th.st 
the mechanical o|)erations are identical for all deiiominatioiw 
of coin, and that the process of meltinp- refined metals, such 
as are alone received at the Mint, and ca^tinp; them iiUss bar- 
fa' cmhiapw, is perfectlv’ innocuous. As regards the nuinber 
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of workpeople likely to be employed, he .states that the num¬ 
ber of workmen and boys employed in the manufacture of 
coin is 51. and that this number might probab’y be slightly 
increased in a new Mint, but that they do not belong to the 
class of operatives generally described as “ workpeople,” be¬ 
cause, owing to the peculiar nature of the work, and the ex¬ 
ceptional rate of wages given, the workmen of the Mint are 
selected from a superior class, and in conduct aiid appear¬ 
ance are careful to maintain their position. In answer to a 
(jue.^tion whether the works proposed to be carried oji at the 
new Mint would be likely to afiect injuriously the health of 
the neighbourhood, or to diminish the value of adjacent laiul, 
he refers to reports made by Mr. IJramwell, I'.R.S., the emi¬ 
nent engineer, and Mr. Keates, chemi.vt to the Metropolitan 
Board of Works, which amply testify to the innocuous cha¬ 
racter of tile ( peratie ns < f mintirg. The l)eput\ -Ma>ter 
says :—“ It will be seen, therefore, that the work of a new 
Mint would be conhned to the production of coin onl\', and 
could be in no way injurious to the neighbourhood ; and it is 
difhcult to ^ee Imw the proximity of a Mint could dimini-h. 
the value of land. In Paris, Madrid, \denna, Berlin, Brir - 
sels, and elsewhere, the Mints are placed in central J)o^ition-, 
and in the midst of the other most important public build¬ 
ings. The Paris Mint i.-. on the Ou<ii Conti, on tlie banks of 
the Seine, directly opposite the Louvre; that at Madrid (ui 
the Prado (which is tlie eeiuivalent of the drive in Ilydte- 
park) ; that at V^ienna on tlie Prater, and that at Berlin in 
the very centre of the City, and close to the palaces of tlie 
I'hnj^eror and Prince Imjjeriak I'heir lordMiips are fully 
aware, if only from the facts to w hicli their attention has 
been called in these rejiorts, liow anticjuated the arrange¬ 
ment and machinery of the Mint h.ive become, and how in¬ 
sufficient its power is to meet the requirements of the pre¬ 
sent day. 1 will not, therefore, again refer in this j)lace to 
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the possibilit)’that a brcak-tloun. ^ uch as that which cc- 
ciirrccl in 1S76, inii^iit briiv^ the operations of the coinac^^e t('» 
a standstill at a moment w hen the demand for coin ira’i^lit be 
most pressing-, nor to tlie inability of the DepartmerA, even 
in ordinal*)' )*ears, to undertake a lan^e part (4 its le;^itimate 
work. I ha\'e th(Hiq;lit it ri'^'ht. hcA\c\er, to ^ivc the above 
details respectini^ the Iate 4 proposal for the removal of tlie 
Mint, and I would onl)', in conclusion, point out (mce more, 
that the c[uc-tion of the reconstruction of the Mint buildipL^s 
and the renewal of its machinerx' is one w hich uri;entl\’ re- 
(|uires solution.” 

ddie x'ear’s ]\Iint report sh(>ws, as u.^ual, no coinape of 
crow ns. 'I'here lias been no issue of crown<. we beliew. 
since 1S51, nor of proats or fourpenn)* jiieccs (except for 
Maunda)’ mone}’) since 1S36. Half-crowns shared the f.ite 
of crowns for some years after 11^3 I, but in 1S73 the Mint 
issued a circular to bankers a>kinp their opiniisn whether it 
would be for the public convenience that the t^(»rin, hr-t 
coined in 1 (S’49, or that the half-crown should be the coin 
adojited, or that both should be in circulation ; and about 
tw o-thirds of the answers received were in favour of hax inp 
both in circulation. The coinape of half-crow ns was there¬ 
upon resumed, and about four millions of them ha\e been 
coineci in the course of the last four \ ears, and about as nian\' 
florins also. The crown is a handsome coin, and the proat 
is sometimes convenient. 


Ax Odd Old IMaX. — The Opdensburp Journal tell> 
about a peculiar cliaracter named Charles Anderson (An¬ 
drews ?), who ajipears to be between sixt\ -five and seveiU)' 
years of ape. For tlie la>t twenty years lie has been travC- 
linp back and fortli, on foot, between (dpdeiisburp and Mon¬ 
treal, bu\ inp and sellinp mone\'. On the Canada side l:c 
pathers American silver coin, nickel fi\'e and one cent piece'. 
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and brli^ging them here sells them for greenbacks. On this 
side he purchases the “bung-town” pennies and takes them 
back to Canada. During these twenty years he has accumu¬ 
lated a large amount of money which he has invested in 
United States bonds. On a recent visit, he had an old bag 
rilled w ith the worst lc:)t of ragged woollens it is possible to 
imagine, and amoi'ig them, were three bags of coins, re[)re- 
senting in value perhaps one hundred and fifty dollars. In 
his per.onal appearance he would double discount the rag- 
gedest kind of a tramp. lie is a bachelor, and in re])I\' to 
an enquiry, “What on eartii do you expect to do with your 
accumulations?” he intimated that he was saving up for a 
rainy day. The enquirer remarked that he looked now a: 
though it had been raining pitchforks witli him for some 
time past. 


THh: MOXTRMAL G.XZKTTK ; 

Tin*: (Dldksi' Xkwsi’ai’I.r in Canala—Mstarlisiii:!) 
Jr.\i;, 1778. 

HK Montreal (nizcttc is now the oldest newspaper in 
the Dominion—having made its first appearance 
()ne hundred \'ears ago, on the third day caf June, 
177 S —and we deeply regret to say the centen¬ 
ary anniversarx’ was allowed to pass unnoticed by the pre¬ 
sent proj)rietors. 

It w ould seem to ow e its origin to the failure of the .Ame¬ 
rican iiuasion of 1775. When the news of the disaster at 
Ou(#bec reached Congress at Idiiladelphia, that General 
Montgomery liad been killed and General Arnold wounded, 
they resolved on aj)pointing three Commissioners to go t<) 
Montreal, confer with General Arnold, and arrange a plan 
for the better management of Canadian affairs, benjamin 
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Franklin, Samuel Chase, and Charles Carroll, (the latter of 
whom was the last survivor of those who signed the famous 
Declaration of Independence,)were theCommissioners named, 
and were clothed with extraordinary powers ; among other 
things they were to take measure-> {or cstabiis/iinga uci^spaf^cr. 
d'o carry into operation this portion of their instructions, they 
secured the services of a Frencli printer at Philadelphia 
named Pdeury Mesplet. The party left that City about tlie 
20th of March, 1776, but did not reach Montreal until the 
29th of April. The next day the Commissioners sat at a 
Council of War. At this Council was told the dismal trutli 
with regard to the bad turn affairs had taken. Perceiving' 
the hopelessness of the position, Franklin left Montreal on 
the I ith May, Chase and Carroll following on the 29th. 

The despatches of the Commissioners do not contain an\' 
special reference to the services rendered b)’ Mesplet; but 
it is certain that the numerous addresses to the Canadian 
people, principally in PVench, were printed by him. 

When Franklin and his companions left Canada, Mesplet 
decided to establish himself as a printer and publisher in 
Montreal. His office was situated on what is now’ kne^wn 
as the Custom House Square, in St. Paul Street, Shortly 
after, he commenced the publication of a newspaper—“ La 
(xazette lie MouireaT '—the first newspaper published in the 
City. 

The following is the English prospectus issued at the 
time :— 

To Tin: CiTIZKXS 

OK TIIK Towx AXi> Distric t ok Moxtrkak. 

“ Gentlemen : 

The llstiihlishmcut of a periodical paper^Y)- 
j)ears to me as to many others, a project of such nature as to 
deserve }'our attention in many respects, by which means 
trade and commerce will be carried on w’ith a greater facility. 
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corrc>])c)ndL*ncL‘ w itli a [greater case, and a iiob!c emulation 
w ill natural)' ensue to the c^reat advantage of the publick, 
the citizen will w ith more speed and in a conci^er manner 
communicate his ideas : lienee the coiv^ress of Arts and 
Sciences in general and the necev-ar\' introduction to concord 
and union amonc[st individuals, from which flows several ad- 
vantai^es to SocictN', whicli you are more sensible of than I 
can express and to loiv^ to be here cnnumerated. 

“ 'I'liese advantages are not less with respect to private 
interest'^, the facilit vof ^ivin^ notice to tlie})ublick at any time 
of tlic sale of (loods or Merchandises, Moveables, Hou>e^. 
Lands, besides the coin enieiicy of advertising for lost effect-, 
Slaves deserted from their masters, the want of Clarks, or of 
Serv ants, and man)' other things that tlie o])portunity of tliis 
paper w ill offer. 

“ I })ropose to fill a sheet w ith publick advertisements and 
other affairs, immediately concerning trade and Commerce, 
to which will be added -ome diversified pieces of Litterature. 
I dare flater myself, as I hoj3e Gentlemen )'ou w ill encourage 
this my feeble beginning that you will in a short time see 
w itli satisfaction not only a great V'ariety of Notices and Ad¬ 
vertisements, but also a collection of facts both entertaining 
and instructive. I will endeavour to procure a choice col¬ 
lection of the Xewed I’ieceA and I don’t doubt but tliis w ill 
stir uj) the genius of manv' w ho have remain’d in a state of 
inaction, or could not communicate their productions without 
the help of the Ih'ess. 

I will insert in the above Paper or Gazette evervthing that 
one or more gentlemen will be pleased to communicate tn 
me, provided alwa)'s no iiicntion be made of Religion, (L)- 
vernment, or News concerning the present affairs, unless 1 
was authoris’d from (jovernment for so doing, nu' intention 
being onl)* to confine mv’-elf in w hat concerns Adv erti-e- 
nients, Commercial and Litterary affairs. 
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“ If the Title of Hoarcl of Intellii^ence of Comiriercial anti 
Litterary Gazette whicli I propose to this periodicil 

}) ij)er ])e not found convenient, I w ill be pdad to receive any 
Gent’e:nen’s advice on the subject, as also an\' objection^ 

In .'ll nr^ht be made against the follow ir.L^ conditions:— 
COXDIT K )NS. 

“The Subscrijition money will be tv'.o and a halfSpanidi 
iJollars per Annum. 

“The Subscribers will p.i\^ one Spani.-^h Dollar h r caltv 
Adx'erti-ement inserted in the said Paper during three W cck'^ 
successi\ ely. Those that are not Sub.^cribers w ill pay one 
and a half Spanish Dollar for every’ Ad\'ertisement printed 
thrice as abo\e. 

“ L\erv one that is not a subscriber may have the j)a})cT 
.It 10 coppers. 

“'Pile said p.iper will be printed on a quarto Sheet of pii- 
per, and w ill be deliv ered ev’ery Wednesda)’ to begin on 
Jun 3th, 177N. 

“All persons who chuses to subscribe are desired to let 
me know their name and their place of abode. 

“ I have the honour to be w ith a sincere desire to ctnitr:- 
bute as much as is in ni)' pow er to the advantage and pub- 
lick satisfaction, 

“ ( ji:nt i.i:mi:x, 

“Your most obedient 

“and Humble Servant, 

F. MP:SPLFT, Printer.’ 

Idle first volume was jirinted entirely in French, consist¬ 
ing of two sheets, cpiarto size, with four |)ages of readir.;^ 
matter, each page diviiled into two columns. 

In the centre of the title, on the first page, between 
the words — La Gazette de Montreal, — is a rude wood-cut 
of a beaver gnawing at the foot of a tree. 

Later, the paper was printed half in French and half in 
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Kni;iish,. In 1788, tlie heading was plain, without tlic 
beaver. In 1796, we find the Kni^’ish coat of arms c f the 
lion and the unicorn fi^urin^^ at the head. 

I suppose the fir.-,t issue was less than 5CO copies. To¬ 
day, after one hundred years time, we find “The Gazette,” 
i.^sued by Messrs Thomas and Richard White, who became 
])roprietors in 1870. It is now a Daily as well as Weekly, 
with a daily circulation of 6000. and a weekly issue of 8000. 
I'he establishment L^ive; employment to some 75 pers(ms. 
with a pay-roll of $1000 weekly. Jxo HokX. 

CHAMHLV--CIIAMP D'HLK. 

Gknti.kmkn, 

AY I ask the favour of your accordii\e^ me s})ace in 
“I'm: AN'l'K^rAklAN," to call attention to a 
theoiA' with regard to the name of the Chambl)' 
Canton, which I find in No. 27 of the “ Ciuui- 
dian Spectator^' recently isMied. In a notice of a Maj) })ub- 
li.^hed by the Geoloi^ical Survey of Canada, it is stated :— 

“ d’he valley of the Richelieu was once the most fertile 
and lari^c.^t w heat ^rowirg di.-.trict of Canada, d'he Count}' 
derives its name Chambly from Champ d'lUc, indicating the 
richness of the soil, d'o-da)^ wheat is rarely grown, the soil 
being exhausted.” 

Can any of your readerr^ furnish any information on this 
j)oint } I confess that to me it is altc^gether new and start¬ 
ling ; I regard it as “flat heresy” to entertain an\’ other be¬ 
lief than that the name has its origin from Captain Chambl}' 
of the Carignan Regiment w lio Mij)erintended the erection 
the chain of forts on the Ri\cr Richelieu from Soivl to 
l^Ie aux Xoix, and I ha\e ad.wa}'s felt confident that the re¬ 
cords are so ccniplete as to adiiiit r.o c'oubt on t!ie subject. 

CJlA.MiaA'. 
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MEDALS AT THE EARLS EXPOSITION. 


n E are in receipt of a leltur from a friend at present 
in Paris, and amongst other coinpliincntar\' 
ticcs of the Exposition, he praises Iiie^hly the di - 
play of coins and medals from the Erench Mint. 
I'hey speak to a reflective mind of the instability of royal 
and imperial grandeur in P'rance. “ We see a medal t f Jo 
.-ephine and Naj)oleon, Emperor and Empress ; and w ith a 
date three years later, of Napoleon and Marie Louise. Ai> 
other medal represents the Kirg of Rome w ith his nioth.er 
as ICmpress Regent ; then Louis XVIII. ; Charles X. ; Louis 
IMiilippe ; then the Republic of 1848, with Liberty. ITjuality, 
and h'raternity, forming her escort ; followed b\' medals 
bearing profiles of Louis Napoleon, Ih'esident ; of Louis Na- 
pole(Ui and luigenie de Montijo, and (d* a b.d^x’ w l.o is r.<»v, 
the Chi>elhur.Nt Pretender. Thiers hail no medal truck to 
celebrate the defeat of the Commui^.e, the .vuccessful 
tion of his gigantic loan, or the j)asHr.g of tlie Con-titulion ; 
and, apparently, McMahon has so far not gi\en a sittii g u> 
the artist of the Mint.” 

HISTORY. 


A mass of things confused!}’ heaped t( gether ; 

A lumber-room of dusty documents, 
h'urnished with all approved court-precedents. 
And old traditional maxims ! Ilistoi*}’ ! 

Pacts dramatized, say rather—action—plot— 
Sentiment—e\ erything the w riter’s ow n, 

As it best fits the web-work of his stor}’. 

With here and there a solitary fact 
Of consecjueiice by these great chroniclers. 
Pointed with many a moral ai)ophthegm. 

And wi.-e old saws, leanwal at the pujjpet-shows. 
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AND I'ARrillNGS; 

Ok, A VISIT TO TTIK MINT. 

OT far from the famous Tower of London, ainon^ 
the bu A' streets, houses, slioj) ;, and warehou es, 
there stands a larije building; (T ^rey stone, w ith 
a broad gravelled space in front, and high iron 
railings along by the street. Inside the railings there is a 
moat, where — wonder of wonders in the heart of London ! — 
water-lilies float on the surhice in summer, with their white 
cups looking up to the smoky sky. At each end of the long 
row of iron railings are the gates of the Mint, guarded by 
soldiers in towering black fur ca])s, red coats, and white 
kilts. 

Now let us go in and see how the money is made. We 
])ass the red-coated soldiers — w ho must be so tired of walk¬ 
ing uj) and dow n—enter b\' tlie gate at the end of the moat 
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wIuTc tlu‘ w alt r-lilics lie, cross tiu: o|)rii s[);icc, and, cn- 

tcrinj^ tli(' building, walk ri^diL throii<;h it, and out at the 
back into a yard, whicli sc|)aratcs the various work-rooms 
froni cacli other. 

Miitittir Kooin is painted 0:1 the first door that is unlocked 
for us. W e expect to find it very hot inside, but wc our- 
s(‘!ves ilon’t melt wlien we ;^^o in. thou'^h tluav are seven or 
ei’^ht furnaces here in a lon^ l)ricked ranine, the fire in each 
bein<4 hidtlen from si^ht l)y a round cover, and the covers 
are be»j[inmn^ to <j^ro\v red-hot, as if the lij^tht was shir.iivj^ 
throuLth tlu in. d'o day is to be the day;of halfpence. I hey 
are melting down copper in tho-e furnaces. \Vhen it lia> 
beeai lon<^ enoui^h in to Ik‘ made lii|m\l l>y the heat, a man 
takes otf the cover, while another M‘t> machinery in motion, 
and a crane in the* middle of the room swings round its^rcat 
iron arm over the fie ry hole. hVom the e?ui of this beam 
the chain Iianj^r; down .ind hrinj;s up M)m(‘thini4- heavy out of 
the funitice an imm^m (* pot, or rather a crucible, full of the 
molten metal, and j^louiin^ as if it w(‘rt‘ made C/f fire. Romul 
swim^s the craiu' <Uj^,ii!». and lowc’rs it at the p!;ice vvlure the 
metal i> to lx* poured out into the moulds. Then this 
l^antic j)ot is turn<‘(l sli<.ditly over, whi.e the moulds are pas¬ 
sed one l)y one underneath !t> (.‘d^e. ( )ut (low; the copjier 

like a stream of lire, hisr.iii'^ and scatlerinj; sjiarks. I'pru^h 
the flames thri:;' or four ket iiito the air. Vhe workmen 
st.md by' and li tc ii. know inj; by^ the sound of the flow, when 
each mould is full to tin* top. They are pourinjT out liquid 
fire like water p(>urs from a lap. ()ne droj) of it would burn 
to the l)oiie. Hut the fire is cop[)er, ami by-and-b)' it will 
be co!d l)ri»^ht halfpencv*. 

W hen the iiK tal c<h)!s, it conu's out iT the moulds in k)i:;; 
narrow |)Iatc“s, aixait the brvxuith of yauir liand and the thick¬ 
ness of thixepencc in copper-, 'file e are taken to tfie AV/- 
Rooiu^ and tliere, l)y lieinj^ j)a->e'l thrcai^h several pairs 
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of lieavy steel rollers clri\en h)' sUani, they become about 
three times as loiij; as they were a little while ai»(), and oiily 
as thick as a halfpenny. 

Next we ^o to the i utthio-ont Room. rhere, with a 
thunder of machiner)', in which one has to talk at the very 
top of one’s voice to make a word heard, the lon^ thin strips 
of copper .are bein^ passeii into a machine, cominj^ out at 
the other side w ith two line> of holes close toi^ether all along 
them, each hole being the si/e of a halfpenn\. In passing 
through, the pii ce'i are cut out by a heav)* blow from a 
round sharp edge, and the\' kill down into a locked box 
underneath, froin wliich they are taken afterwards heaps of 
little iJieces of copper-like coins, bkuik on each side. All 
the wa^te copper, the long strips that are mv.v onl)' corners 
and edges w ith rouiul holes between, are sent back again to 
be melted down with the rest in the crucible, 

rurnirg to another part of the room, we see a }>iece of 
machinery at w(irk, giving to the blank halfpence that raised 
edge that you w ill ncjtice on all cot>per coins. Mach in pas- 
;dng out of the macnine gets a squeeze, onl\' for a moment, 
but so strong that the edge is pressed up all round, and it 
is shot away to make room for another, hi this way they 
slide down the groove, and are sent out with their edges 
made at the rate of seven hundred in a minute. If the man 
]nits hi; hand in the way of the stream of flying halfpence 
lie has it full in a few moments. 

After .seeing this process, wliich is one of the prettiest to 
watch, we lea\e the noi>\ room, and go to another part of 
the buildiiig, to see w hat is done next w ith the halfjicnce. 

'I'he cutting-out and the pre>sing-up c)f their c-dges has 
made them too hard fv)r >tamj)ing, so they ha\ e to be soften¬ 
ed by heating in a bla^t furnace. 'J'hen they are cooled by 
being throw n into a tank of w ater, and dried again in .saw- 
do>t, which is in little tubs on tJie tabk-s. 
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Now for tlu‘ last and iin})()rtant j^rocostamping-—putting 
the queen’s head on one side of them and Britannia witli 
her sldeld, spear, and helmet, on the other. Talk of thun¬ 
der in the cuttin^-out room, ncxerwas there such thunder (^f 
iron, .'-uch crashing:;; and bani^iiiL; as here! You mi^ht shout 
as loud as you liked, and all that would be heard would be 
a low \ nice, perhaj)^. onl\' a murmur, with a word here aiul 
there. Down tile whole leiyqth of the room a'*e tremendous 
stampin|4 machines. 'I'he stamp itself, or as it is proj^erly 
called the die, i.: made of -teel, and has on it tlie same de¬ 
sign which is to be on the coin, with tin's difference, that 
while on the coin it is to be raised out, on the die it is sun¬ 
ken in the metal, 'kwo of the^e die^ arc placed in eacli 
machine, to mark the two sides <.f the coin, and it rests on 
one of them while the other is stamped down upon it like a. 
seal, 'khe blow, which descends w ith the force of foi*t\' toii'^, 
thus finishes both sitles of the coin at the same mo nent. 

But sucli hea\)' work wears out the dies them elves in about 
an hour. 'I'he moment they bei^dn to q;et w orn they have to 
be rt'placed by new ones, for, <4 cour-e, a die in tlie lea'll 
battered would not make a perfect fmely-cut impression on 
the ccu’ns. In this w,a\' a ^reat many of them are ired in a 
da\’, so the\’ ha\e to l)e m<ide in another jiart of the buildino, 
and then there are always pleiit)-of iHwv one> at hand as 
fast as they are wanted. 

Let us watch the stamping-machine a little lonj^cr. W hat 
a \ ast structure of iron it is, stretchinj^ rii^ht up to the ceiling', 
and doin^- its work b\’ it-elf. Worked b\' steam power from 
outside the room, it labours steadih', swiftly, with, such a 
noi^e as ini<;ht be if the world was tumbling; to pieces. One 
b)' one it ])ushes in the coin,', between the dies, then, w itli- 
ilraw inq; the piece of iron that broipqht it, it drops eac!i there, 
stamps it, and sends it slidin;^ out finished ; and this ^oesoii 
so fast that there i ; alw a}'s one runnin<^ dow n into th.e traw 
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and annllier followir.^ it, and another jii t j^'oin”' to come. 
11 (nv they aiv, o\\.‘n l)r‘>^litcr than tlio.-c that j'ou call 

ncv/. because these are I'.ot only fre.^li from tlie Mint, but 
bat e this verv monu-nt been marked with thi: h^aire of Hri- 
tannia and the heael of Her ?d.ijesty. I here is a tra\'of 
them here near the stam|)irL;‘-|)re''S. thousan:is of lialfpence 
heaped to«;et]ier. ^litterini; like ll'old. Hut how were the\' 
made so bright ? All the blank ones we saw in sacks in 
that room where the sawdu'>t was, and freshly made in tlie 
cuttini;--r()om, were as dull as copper nails. It was certainly 

that one blow between the dies that they w ere bri^hteneii 
as well a.>tamped. ^^)U know that if \a)u scr.itcii a coin 
the marks shine. W ell, this i. much tlie .^am.e thin;^ ; for 
tile j^riMt force with which the e aie : truck does to the whole* 
tf the surface n'ou do to a p.irt b\’ the sh.irp prevsure ( f 
a pin. (h* to take the c ise of m.ikir.o a real, which this pro¬ 
cess is \ cry like. \\ hen \ou ha\ e jxnnvd your se ilir.Lt-w ax 
Uj)oii the j).i[)er, and st<im;) it. you rai^ethe stamp, and lin.l 
that the imj)re5sion has a hiL;h |)oIish like ‘^las-. SvO it i . 
w ith stamping the coin<, onl\- it is the weiL;ht of machinere, 
drix en by steam-power, tliat m.irks the cold metal ;is) (:ucan 
mark hot wax with a seal. 

['lie ;4>)ld and silx er coins .are made* in \ ei’> mucli the s.ime 
w.ax', but w ith different macliinerx' ; and lliex*, beino- of pre¬ 
cious metab, hax e to l)e w ei«^hed w lien they are fini-^lu'd, to 
see if they coiitaiii exactly the ri;4lit amount. In the // V/o/z- 
///i/* Rovui sex’eral .^mall machine^, encase<.l in *^las^, are set 
aleiro tl'.e t.able'. anel imeler e:ich there a l.>ox elix ideel in- 
te) three j)artition-. W hen tiie machim* i ^ wcrkii'o;, a pile ('f 
diillir^s is laiel alopo tl]^ ort e.xe em to}) ( I ;t. All tlw re*-t 
it eloes b\’ it.* elf. ( hie l,)y o;u* lliex' fall eiow n on the: bediance, 
anel it (iro})^ the lij^ht coins inte) one p irtilivjn e f the box 
beleiw, the heax x' one . into ceiother, and all tliat are of the* 
rii^ht wei<^ht into a eiiird. ()n!)' three e)r f. ur r hiilini^s out 
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(^f c\'C‘ry luinclrrcl are too or too Iieavy, and liavc to be 

melted down a^ain. 

The work «^oes on so fa. t at the Mint tliat» wlien they arc 
inakini^ copj^er.s they can turn c ut from five to six liundred 
pounds’ worth in a da\'. 


Ni:\v Mh:DALs: 

IC have to record the addition i f tliree ^^>ld medah 
to our Canatlian hcries. It is a pleasing e\ idencc 
of our |)r(ij;re.'>s to find gentlemen willir^ to take 
these means ('f encoiir.ik;<-inent (f education in 
our communit\\ by pro\ iiliiik for tlie annual pre'er.tation cf 
medals in our instiliition.s as j)rizes for proficiency in tiic 
different bninclies t)f study. W’e re<^ret that we are n (4 able 
to furnisli full particulars of eacii of them, but hc^pe to be in 
a position to conij)lete our record in our next number. 

I'irstl) , we have a medal pre ented to the Medical l*'aculty 
of Lennoxville College, by Dr. O. C. Wood of Ottawa, which 
was awarded tliis year on April 1 ith, (the first occasion of 
its presentation,) to Mr. Homer 1^. Mitchell, of IV'dford, P.O., 
w hich we may describe luiinismatically as follow's:— 

Gold, size 30 ; w ith a clasp and ribbon. —Lej^end, 
“ b'-piscopi Colle^ii de Lennoxville.” In field. “ Medicina' 
b'acultatis Monte Kek^io,” with crest of the College, and in 
exergue the motto, “ Recti ciiltus pectora roborant.” AVr’.— 
Legend, “^Orinus C. Wwd, M.D.” In field. “ Ibaner L 
Mitchell, adjudicatim, .^es.vio 1 

We have to return our thanks to Dr. David, IVincipal of 
the I'aculty, for his politeness in affording us the necessary 
information w ith leference to this medal, and have only to 
add that it was a fine specimen of the art, and was the \\(Tk 
of Mr. V, X. IL'auchamp, of this City. 
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Scc'>:ully'. A ^olci nr„\Ia! was prca.-ntc.l at the recent ex¬ 
amination of tile Jac([iie; C.irLier \o;*m il School, by V. S. 
Murphy, Ksquire ; aiui 

Thirdly. A Prize Mj lil in 14 >! I wa; a.virvled to M idlle. 
l)e Marti^ney' at tlie rec -iit cKercises at tlic Academy^ of 
Music, Ouebec. 

VV'e regret that deicriptiv'e information of tlie above has 
not reached ui in time for insertion in the pr(^';ent number, 
but we h<)[)e to return to tlie subject. 

riie^e rneilah were in but we lieir of dies bein^ 

prepared, so that we m ly^ look r)rw ird to their becoming 
permanent iii-»titution i am u . 

In addition to th(‘ iore<;()in:4. wc' hive to [)!ace on record, 
a niai! med<ilet, in while metal, commemorative of St. Je.iii 
Ikiptiste Day of the j)re ent y'e.ir. (Ve*. In ficlel, a I'u^ure 
of St. Jean H.iptTte seat.ai, with iiHcription, “ Aj^nus Dei,” 
siirroundcal by^ tlie legend, “ Ihi memoire dc la h'ele St. Je.m 
Ikipd^te, 1S78. Ak/e,--A ('ornet, “ei-22 Juin iS78,”with 

lej^eiid, “ Souvenir du ^nind Jubile Mu>ic\l, Montreal.” d'he 
medal is surmounted with a k)op aiul a small rini;. 

There areal^o varieties of a new ineJalet in while metal, 
commemorative oi'a pil^rima^i' to Sle. ^Amu* de Heaupre, 
now in course of celebration, a iletaileil account of which 
will appear in our Octolic r number. 

dllK NUMISMATIC AND ANTIOUARIAN 
SOCliCrV OF MONPkICAT. 

W’l: have little to report in the sliape of [)ia>'^rcss, the 
Society' having adjourned it'^ meeting. o\cr the Summer 
months riie regular monlhly' mcvtiu^a we re held in A[)ril, 
May', and June, with a fiir attcndtince of members, and 
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man)' objt ct^- of interest were exhibited, although tliere was 
nothin.^ of suffieietit importance for especial record here. 


KDITORIAL. 

K have ahead)' held out our hands in j^reetinjj; to 
our sub'^cribers at the commencement of a new 
volume, so tliat at the close of our labours for this 
number, (-eeint; that the summer heat is with us 
marked w ith an unusual ^everit\^) we are content to let our 
work 4)eak for itself. W’e have to aj)olo^ize for a little de- 
jav in our a.ppearance. the main reason for w hich w e state on 
the third paj^e of our cover, this w e trust to obviate in the 
future. 

W e are dul)* in receipt ( f our esteemed co-labourer, " d'hc 
American Journal of Numi matics,’’ for Jul\*, which i-, as 
u^'iial, re])lete with inf(»rmation and in>truction. 

W’e learr. that a very imj)ortant ^ale of coins will take 
place in New \’ork, some time in October next ; tlie cata- 
1( ^ue w ill C(unprise a verv' lar^e and splendid lot of .Medals, 
and' American t radesmen’s tokens, W’asliinj^ton pieces, ^c.; 
• there w ill also be a veiA' choice collection of Canadian |)iecc,s, 
(sa)' about 40 medals and lOO coins,) including some of the 
vei*)’ rare>t. A lari^e number of portraits and numismatic 
books w ill also be adtled, main’ of them very x aluable. It 
w ill, w ithout doubt, be the largest s.de wliich has taken [)lace 
for some time ; and w e need onK’ sa)’ that it w ill include 
the colic:ctions of such ex])erienced numismatists as Messr-. 
WOodward. Holland, and Chadbourne, of lk)ston, to ensure 
for it more than the usual attention. W’e are informed that 
the preparation of the catalogue is entrusted to able hands, 
so that w e ma)’ look for a worth)' record of so important an 
event. 
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% 

TO OUR RKADKRS. 

% 

\W: have to .^ay ;i few word.s of cxplaiiation to our .sub¬ 
scriber.-:, their iiuiu^^cncc to a few days’ delay in 

the issue of our pre-ent nuruber, and rdso foraii} other short¬ 
comings ; a fire ocenned recently in our printer’s ofliee wliieh 
put us to inconvenience and a trifling loss. Mr. Rose, how¬ 
ever, has put forth nece. sary effort, and we appear in an en¬ 
tirely new dress a.s to type. etc., and wc trust that we shall 
at least sustain our reputation. 

riic accident before referred to, has de-troyed sonic back 
numbers of the Magazine, and we may Iiave some difficulty 
ill completing any .set-, if required. Wc shall esteem it a 
fivour if any of our friends vvil! inh>rm us if tliey ha{)pen to 
possess any' duplicate luimliers, especially No.-. 2 and 3 of 
Vol. 1 ., and shall be under obligation to an)' one funiishing 
• them, and will cheerfully reciprocate in aiy shape which 
may be desired. 
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Canadian Antiquarian, 

AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. 


VoL. VII. Montreal, Octorer, 1878. No. 2. 


VERMONT AND CANADA. 

HE friendly feeling of our neighbours in the State 
of Vermont towards Canada, as shown by the 
visit of a company of Vermont citizen-soldiers 
to take part in the review recently held in Mont¬ 
real on the birthday of our Queen, can scarcely be over-rated ; 
this mutual good-will was reciprocated by our own Volun¬ 
teers visiting St. Albans and joining in the celebration of the 
4th July there ; again, the State, through Governor Fair¬ 
banks, supplemented thi.s cordial exhibition of amity by in¬ 
viting Lord Dufferin to vLsit V^ermont prior to his departure 
from Canada. 

Probably it is not generally known that our neighbours 
are only repeating history', for it seems that the Vermonters 
exhibited a similar expression of friendship in 1794, on the 
occasion of the Queen’s father, the Duke of Kent, visiting 
Burlington. 
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In the “Quebec Magazine,” (Magasin de Quebec,) pub¬ 
lished in February of that year, by John Neilson, No. 3 
Mountain Street, we find the following record :— 

“ To the Editor of the QUEBEC MAGAZINE. 

“ During my stay at Burlington I got personally acquaint¬ 
ed with most of the Gentlemen who had waited upon His 
R. H., they all seemed much pleased with him ; and several 
Gentlemen in tlie neighbourhood, with whom I w^as accident¬ 
ally in company, regretted exceedingly their not having had 
an opportunity of shewing him the same attenticn. I am, 

“ Sir, your very humble servant. 

“ Quebec, i I th Feb. 1794.” * * 


“To Hi.s Royal Highness PRINCE EDWARD. 


(Address of the luhabiiauis of Turlington.) 

“ Sir, 

“ Dictated by the principles of common civility and polite- 
ne.s.s, and possibly urged from an unw’arrantable anxiety to 
have an interview with Your Royal Highness, In behalf of 
the most respectable Gentlemen of this place we have to re¬ 
quest you to appoint that hour (commencirig after six o’clock, 
P.M., on account of the business of the Court) which will be 
most agreeable to you to receive that respectful attention 
due to your rank. And you may be assured, although in a 
strange country, that protection is equally at your command 
with the greatest subject of the United States. 

“ We are, Sir, with the greatest respect, 

“Your most obedient servants, 


(Signed) 

Eenathan Keyes. 
John Bishop. 
WiLLM. Prentice.” 
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“ His Royal Highnkss’ Answer. 

“ Burliugion, Jan, 30, 1764. 

“ Gentlemen, 

** I AM commanded by His Royal Highness Prince Eiavard. 
to return you his best thanks for your polite attention, and 
at the same time to say, that if half past six o’clock this 
ev'ening will be a convenient hour to you, he shall esteem 
himself much flattered in having the pleasure of seeing you. 

“ I have the honor to remain with great respect, 

*• Your most obedient humble servant, 

“Fred. Aug. VVetheral, Aid-de-Camp.” 

JESUITS' COLLEGP:, QUEBEC. 

BY J, M. LE MOINE. 

HIS venerable pile, so intimately associated 
with the rise and progress of Quebec City, has 
now entirely disappeared ; its last tenants, a 
colony of Purple Martin.s, whom the naturalist 
Wilson noticed when in Quebec in 1813, on their return last 
Spring, having found no eaves to build under, — and that 
their once familiar home knew them no more,—sought else¬ 
where for eaves as lofty and secure. They have finally select¬ 
ed the cornices above the high, fluted columns of the Quebec 
Custom House: this is the only spot where the Purple Mar¬ 
tin builds in the City, or near it, that we know of. It is pos¬ 
sible this species of swallow may hav^e occupied the same 
nesting-place for above two centuries. Though it was levelled 
on the report of an engineer, who pronounced its old walls 
worthless and crumbling, unfit for the Public Departments 
of the Province, we all know it required dynamite, and a 
deal of it too, to prostrate the College in which the dramas 
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of Corneille, Racine, and Molierc, were played to admiring 
French audiences two centuries back. 

During the fall and winter of 1759, General Murray occu¬ 
pied a portion of it as a commissariat .‘■tcre, from which a 
weekly supply of pork and biscuit was drawn for his barc- 
legged Highlanders, then billetted on the Ursuline Nuns. 
On the 15th August, 1878, human remains were discovered 
here—were they English or French ? 

Quebec. August 17, 1878. 


(From Quebec Morning ChronicU\ \Ci/i August^ 1878.^ 
“Discovery of Human Remains. — Workmen en¬ 
gaged in removing the debris cf the Jes uit Barracks yes¬ 
terday morning, discovered an old wooden coffin resting on a 
beam near the flooring under one of the former entrances of 
the Barracks,—the door facing the market-place between the 
main entrance and the old Shambles. Upon being opened, 
the coffin was found to contain human remains, the small 
size of the bones seeming to indicate that they were thoee 
of a party of small stature. The great length cf the hair 
and its remarkable state of preservation w ere very noticeable. 
The coffln had been very closely held together by square 
wrought iron nails, w ith heads nearly half an inch across. It 
contained, however, no inscription, or other indication cf the 
identity of the remains. It is not improbable that the 
spot where the coffin was found is the site cf an interior 
chapel, built before the large chapel of the Jesuit Fathers. It 
may be that this spot was a portion of the chancel of the old 
chapel, and it is not considered unlikely that a lai^e num¬ 
ber of skeletons may be discovered to the south of the posi¬ 
tion in which the coffin was found yesterday. The remains 
in que.^tion were vi.Ttcd by a number cf people, after which 
they w'cre placed in a rough box and taken to Laval Uni- 
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versity for further examination by the Coroner, who had 
been sent for by Rev. Mr. Belanger.” 

These remarks of the Chronicle naturally elicited research, 
and reference to the fountain-heads of Canadian History : 
the Relations des Jesniies and the Journal des Jesuites .— 
Two entries, especially in the Journal des Jesuites, for Octo¬ 
ber, 1659, were precise. They referred to the death and mode 
of burial of Father De Quen, who discovered Lake St John. 
The zealous priest was buried in the chapel of the Jesuits’ 
College, on the 9th October, 1659, having on the 1st of 
that month.* 

On the 21 St Augu ,t instant, I was invited by my friend 
Professor H. Larue, of the Laval University, to visit the spot 


“ October, 1659. 

* “ I, le P. Jean de Quen s’al ta, et le 8 il mourut deces figures contagi- 
euses, qu’aurait apport^ le dernier vaisseau dont il est parl^ cy dessus. Son 
h..stOire partxuL^re ou lettre enciclique se trouv^ dans les Archives. 

“ 9, fut enterrd le P. de Quen au pnesenU corpori dicUt dtuv missnc 

priiuUe^ in summo altari^ dum dicerUur offuium.** — (Journal DES Jesuitks, 
p. 266.) The commentator adds as a foot-note :—“ Le P. de Quen fut saiis 
<loule enterr^ dans la cliapelle des Jesuites, Ct c’est peut-^tre pour cetle ra son 
que I’acte de sa sepulture ne se trouve pas dans le registrede la parolsse.” 

“ May, 1655, 

*• Les Iroquois, achamez A la perte des Algonquins et Hurons chret ens 
dans nous conservions les deLvrds dans le fort de Sillery, rodoient inces.sam- 
ment autour de ce village pour leur tendre des embuches et a ceux qui leur 
servoient d’as.le. Le 29. de May une troupe de sept ou huit Agniez, ayant apper^u 
notre F, Li^go.s dans les champs vois^ns de Sillery, oii il .s’occupa.t ut.lement 
el courageusement au serv.ce des mussionnaires et de leurs neophytes, dans des 
temps fort dangereux, ils I’m vest irent tout a coup le pr.rent sans res stance, 
lui perceent le coeur de vu coup de fus»l, et I’etendirent mort k leurs pieds ; 
vu d eux lui enleva la cheveleure ; et I’autre lui coupa la teste, qu’.l laissa siir 
la place. 

Ije lendemain les Algonquins trouverent son corps et Papport^rent k S.llery 
d au il fut transport (5 en chaloupe a Quel>ec. Nos Peres et nos Fr^res allereiit 
processionnellement le prendre au Ixjrd de I’eau ; les Peres en robbe, avec le 
bonnet quarrc sur la teste et un cierge a la mam ; nos Freres avec (juelques uns 
des donnez ou des homines de la ma.son, apj^orterent le corps dans notre cha- 
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where the remains had been found ; we also saw the bone- 
disinterred. Since that date, our Premier, Hon. H. G. Joly, 
has instructed a competent litterateur and archaeologist to 
make new searches and to provide a suitable resting-place 
for the bones found. 

The Moruifig Chronicle of the 9th Sept, contains the fol¬ 
lowing :— 

The jE.e^uiT Barracks. 

( Translated from the French of Mr, T B, Bedard, in Lc 
Journal de Quebec,) 

The recent discovery of human bones at the Jesuit Bar¬ 
racks has excited the curiosity of the public in general, and 
especially of antiquarians and all interested in historical re¬ 
search. Naturally, the question presents itself—who were 
the individuals interred where these bones were found and 
what was this place of sepulture ? An attentive study of the 
subject leads me to believe that the remains of the three 
skeletons discovered, with two skulls only, are those of Brother 
Jean Liegeois, Pere Du Quen, and Pere Francois du Peron, 
deceased at Chambly, and whose mortal remains were sent 
to Quebec for interment. The spot where the bones were 
found must have been the site of the chapel built at the same- 
time as the other portions of the Jesuits’ College. But inas¬ 
much as the demolition of this more than venerable edifice 
approaches completion, a sketch of the history of its construc¬ 
tion may not be amiss. 

Let us preface by saying, with the learned Abbes Laverdierc 

pcTle, ou Ton dil vespres lies morts et (I’autres pri^res apres. L.e soir nos F. 
K. accomnioderent le corps dii defunt, a la mani^re de la compagnie, et le 31 
de May, il fiit inhume apres I’ofhce de la messe, tous nos Peres et nos F, F. 
avec beaucoiip de personnes du dehors assisterent a ses obseques. II fut enter re 
au bas de la chappelle, e’est a dire dans Fun des deux costez, ou se trouventau- 
jourd’hui Fautel de la congregation des messieurs.”—p. 197. 
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and Casgrain, that the residence or the Convent of Notre 
Dame de Recouvrance,burnt together with the chapel of the 
same name in 1640, should not be confounded with the Col¬ 
lege (turned later on into barracks) the foundations of which 
were not laid until several years afterwards. The Chapel of 
Notre Dame de la Recouvrance and the Jesuits’ house at¬ 
tached thereto were situated upon the ground upon which the 
Anglican Cathedral now stands. In the conflagration of 
1640, Chapel and residence were destroyed ; the registers of 
Civil Status burnt, and the Jesuits lost all their effects. “We 
had gathered together in that house,” writes Father Lejeune, 
“ as in a little store all the maintenance and support of our 
other residences and of our missions. Linen, clothing and all 
the other necessaries for twenty-seven persons whom we had 
among the Hurons were all ready to be conveyed by water in¬ 
to that distant country.” After this disaster, the Jesuits were 
sheltered for some time at the Hotel-Dieu. In 1637, the 
Fathers of the Company of Jesus in Canada set forth fo the 
Company of New France that they wished to build a college 
and a seminary for the instruction of Indian youths, the 
rons dwelling 200 leagues from Quebec having sent them six 
\vith the promise of a larger number, and also for the educa¬ 
tion of the country, and that, for this purpose, they sought a 
grant of land. The Company of New France awarded them 
twelve acres of ground in Quebec to build a seminary, church, 
residence, &c. This grant was made at a meeting of the di¬ 
rectors of the company, at the hotel of the celebrated Fouquet^ 
on the 28th March, 1637. It was not, however, until the 
spring of 1647 that the work of digging the foundations of the 
college was begun—the first stone being laid on the 12th 
June. “That same day,” says the Jotimal des jesuites, “ was 
laid the first stone of the foundations of the offices of the 
main-building of the Quebec house. In 1648, we completed 
the half of the large main-building; in. 1649, our building 
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was completed as regards the exterior masonry and the roof; 
but the interior had not yet been touched/* In July, 1650, 
the foundations of the chapel were commenced, and on the 
18th October, 1651, it was sufficiently advanced to allow of 
the pupils of the college to receive therein Governor de Lau- 
zon. “The scholars,** says again the Journal des Jestiiics, 
“received Monsieur the Governor in our chapel, lafitta ora- 
Hone et versibus gallicis, &c., &c. The Indians (scholars) 
danced, when mass was first celebrated in the chapel/* On 
the 29th May, 1655, a great misfortune befel the good Fa¬ 
thers. The brother known as Jean Liegeois was treacher¬ 
ously assassinated. He was their business man; sev'eral 
times he had crossed over from Canada to France in their 
interests; he was also their architect and had superintended 
the building of the residences at their various missions, as 
well as the erection of the college. On the day in question, 
while engaged in the fields near Sillery, seven or eight Agnies 
(Iroquois) suddenly surrounded him, captured him without 
resistance, and put a bullet through his heart; and, adds the 
Journal des Jcsiiites, one of them scalped him, while another 
chopped off his head, which they left upon the spot On 
the following day, the Algonquins found his body and 
brought it to Sillery, whence it was conveyed in a boat to 
Quebec, where it was exposed in the chapel, and, on the 31st 
May, after the usual offices, “ it was interred at the lower end 
of the chapel, that is to say, in one of the two sides where 
the altar of the Nun*s Congregation is now located.’* To 
understand these last words, it is necessary to explain that 
nearly two years later, on the 14th February, 1657, Father 
Poncet founded this congregation, and it was M. de Lauzon- 
Chamy, Master of the Woods and Forests of New France, 
son of Governor de Lauzon, who was elected Prefect of the 
first members of the body to the number of twelve. This 
same M. de Chamy had married the daughter of M. Giffard, 
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the first Seigneur of Bcauport; but his wife dying tw’o y’ears 
after that marriage, I\I. de Charny passed over to France, 
where he entered holy orders, subsequently returning to Ca¬ 
nada with Mgr. La\"al, whose grand vicar he became, as well 
as the first ecclesiastical dignitary, inasmuch as he replaced 
him at the Conseil Souverain at the period of the difficulties 
between the Bi-hop of Petrea and Governor de Mesy. 

But to return to the interments in the Jemits’ chapel. The 
first, which next took place, was that of Father de Quen, 
who died on 8th October, 1659, of contagious fever brought 
into the colony by vessels from beyond the seas. It was he 
who, in 1647, discovered Lake St. John, and, in 1653, cele¬ 
brated the mass at the Hotel-Dieu when the Venerable 
Marie de L’Incarnation embraced the religious profession. 
Father de Quen was buried on the morning of the 9th pru- 
Si'iitc corpon\ dicta' diiac inisso' privaia', in snnuno altari, dniu 
diccrcinv oficinnu He was 59 years of age. The journal 
dis jesuites does not say that he was interred in the chape’, 
but it is easy' to infer the fact from the tioo private masses 
said in presence of the bodv, and also because the entry of 
his burial does not appear in the parish register. Moreover, 
it is also the opinion of Rew IMe>srs. Laverdicre and Ca - 
graln, as publi hed in the Journal des Jesuites, On the 15th 
November, 1C65, arrived at Quebec, coming from the Riche¬ 
lieu river, a vessel bringing the body' of Father Francois du 
Peron, who died on the loth at Fort St. Louis (Chambly). 
The body’ wa^i expo eJ in the chapel of the Congregation, 
and “on the i6th, after the service at which the Marquis de 
Tracy ae isted, it was interred in the vault of the chapel to¬ 
wards the confe ^sional on the side of the street,” and Father 
le Mercier, who wrote the foregoing, adds that “ there re¬ 
mains room only' for another body.” 

From the preceding, it appears that three interments took 
place in the Jeaiits’ Chape! (t/n ondy ones mentioned ii: the 
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Journal dts jL'SHitL's)^ and it is probalilc that the place remauu 
ing for only one more body loas never filled. The remair..s 
three bodies having been found, it seems to iVie therefore 
reasonable to conclude that they are tho: e of Brother Lie- 
geois and Fathers de Ouen and du Peron. It i.s true onl}' 
two skulls have been recovered, but it must be remembered 
that Ih'other Liegeois had liis head chopped off, and left 
upon the spot, as remarks the text, .so that it is easy to con¬ 
jecture that the Iroquois dragged liis body further off, when 
it was found in a headless condition and tluH buried. With 
respect to the site of the chapel, the text already cited re¬ 
lative to Father du IV'ron indicates suffciently that it was 
alongside the street ; and a reference to a map of Quebec in 
1660, shows in fact the street skirting the Je.-aiits’ pr('i:err)' 
as it does to-day. I'urther, the excavations whicli, at the 
re(|uest of I’ere Sacliez, Dr. Larue and otheiv, Hon. Mr. 
u ith a good will that camiot be too higlily prai.-ed, iia.> or¬ 
dered to be made, have already k'lid bare thie fouiv.lations (f 
<i well outlined building upon the site w here tradition locate.^ 
the chapel and the bon.es have been found. 

[As it was stated at the time of the finding (>f the : 4 :c'e- 
toiis that one of them was su{)j)(>ed to be that of a r.un < f 
the Hotel Dieu, Mr. Bedard aqiplied to the ciuth.orities of that 
institution for information on the subject, and received an 
answer from the reea,)rds uhieli conclu.-ively prc/Ves that tlw 
nun in (piestion was buried in the vault cjf tile Jesuits’ Cluircli 
and not in their Chapel.] 


The first school in the Province of Ontario was opened by 
tlie Rev. John Stuart, D.D., Cataraqui, Kingston, in the 
year 17S8. Dr. Stuart was an United Ifmpire Loyalist 
from Virginia. 
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PERRors presp:nt : 


Madu To Tilt: S'r. Ficwcis Xavikr Mission at' Grkkn 
Bay in i68c— Tut: First Frknch Foot-print noiv 
Trackaiw.i: in Wisconsin —A Si-a'Rntkkntii Ckn- 

TURV Soi.KIL. 


I^^S^^’IXTFFX hundred and cight}'-one is the date of 
oldest tomb Tone at PFanoiith on the hill 



abwvc the rock where the Pilgrim loithers land¬ 
ed. Wi.-con: in Inn^ a relic as old wanting five 
years, attesting the presence of European settlers within her 
borders. It is a memorial as indubitably genuine as the 
Massachusetts grax'e.Mone, and more wonderful for many 
reasons. 


This curiosity, b)- a strange good fortune, stands before 
me as I write. It is a siher ooNariieiit 15 inches high aiul 
elaborately wrought. A standard nine inches high support^ 
a radiated circlet closed with glass on both sides and sur¬ 
mounted with a cro-e^. This glass ca<e accessible by a wic¬ 
ket, was intended to contair, thx* .sacramental wafer when 
exhibited for popular veneration. Tlie sacred utensil \- 
c.alled a soldi, as resembling in shape the solar orb, and also 
a iJioiistrcDicc and an ostaisoriuni, becauNC used to demon¬ 
strate or ostentate the holt* host 

The antiquity of the relic before me is beyond doubt or 
cavil. Around the rim of it.s oval base I read the follow ing 
inscription, in letters every one of which, though, rude, is 
perfecth' legible : 


t CE .SOEKIE A KSTE DONNE I»AR .MR. NICOEAS I 
i PERROT A EA ME'-.SION DE ST. FRANCOES XA\ lER I 
j EN EA PAVE E'ES PEANTS. t leSG.. | 

That is in English : “This solary \\?i> i)resented b\- Mr. 
Xicolas Perrot to the mission of Saint I'rancois Xavier at 
Green Bay, in tlie )'ear 1686,” 


Digitized by 


Goi'gle 


Original from 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 




Generated at Washington University in St. Louis on 2020-08-31 21:36 GMT / https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.32044090130964 

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust. 0 rg/access_use#pd-g 00 gle 


Co 


THK CANADIAN ANT1(,)UAR1 AN 


A lawyer, full of skeptical sugge.-tions, like the Satanic 
toad squatting at the ear of Eve, whispers that this inscrip¬ 
tion might be cut in our times as easily as two centuries 
ago. So, too, it were as ea^^y to write his legal documents, 
if forged, as if genuine,—yet he believes in them. 

The os/i/isornt;fi was sent to me by the Ihshop of Green 
Hay. The inscription on it was printed by Shea—“ History 
of Catholic Missions,” in 1855. But the shrine on which it 
is engraved had been plowed up fifty-three years before, at 
Depere, in 1802. Such is the Catholic tradition, which we 
have no reason to distrust. 

Regarding Perrot, the donor of the ostem.ory, little was 
known where it was unearthed. But it is now ascertained 
that he was traversing the Northwest in 1663 and for a quar¬ 
ter of a century thereafter. He was the earliest and able.^t 
of those P'rench agents sent west of Lake Michigan to igather 
up fragments of nations scattered by the Iroquois, and con¬ 
federate them under French leadership against those invete¬ 
rate foes of France. His adventures, largely in Wisconsin, 
he wrote out, not for publication, but for the information of 
Canadian governors. The'e memoirs, laid up in Parisian 
archives, were never printed till 1864, and remain until this 
day untranslated. I'he date on the ostensory tallies with 
the period when he was Governor of Green Bay and all the 
Northwest. Such a present was in keeping with his cievc- 
tional proclivities, his fondness for the missionaries, and his 
desire to make his favor for those apostles manifest to In dian 
converts. 

The mission at Depere—five miles above Green Bny— 
was the oldest west of Lake Michigan, excej)t that at: L-^ 
Pointe. It was established sixteen years before the da tie of 
Perrot’s present, that is in 1670. The first chapel was pro¬ 
bably a bark wigwam, but in 1676 a fine church was ero<^ted 
through the efforts of Charles Albanel. The same ^’oar 
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Silvy reported as baptized, at that station, thirty-six adults 
and one hundred and twenty-six children. Hut within a 
twelv’e-month after the b^^nefaction of Perrot, the Depere 
church was burned by pagan Indians. It i^ natural to sup¬ 
pose that at the first alarm, the ostensory was buried in the 
earth by its guardians, who sought to save it from sacrileg¬ 
ious hands, and who succeeded so well that they were never 
able to recover it themselves. That earth of iJepere was a 
sort of Pompeii .sealing up in secrecy and .safety a witness 
w ho stood much nearer the cradle of our history than Pom¬ 
peii to that of Italy. 

A fac siniilt' of the marvellous mon.Mrance has been taken 
of life-size by our photographic artist, Mr. Jones, and will 
soon be exhibited in the halls of the Historical Society. The 
nriginal I restore to the Bishop of Green Bay, F. X. Kraut- 
bauer, who keeps it in his vault. On Christmas night, 1834, 
it was stolen from the church by .some drunken :soldiers from 
Fort Howard, but recovered the next day. It was afterwards 
carried to France, and brought back only a few years ago. 
Its weight is a trifle over twenty ounces, and the repousse 
work, rayonnant and flamboyant, attests that it must have 
been manufactured in P"ranee itself,—ju t as the rudeness of 
the lettering bears witness of a Green Bay provincial gold¬ 
smith. An odd bit of proof has fallen in my way that tlie 
soleil is at least >even years older tJian 1686, the date of its 
consecration to the mission. It is this. In 1^)79, Louis XIV. 
issued a decree that every .soleil should liave a mark and 
countermark .stamped on its oval base. The soleil now' be¬ 
fore me bears no such stamp.. Hither therefore it is older 
than 1679, or through pious fraud it evaded the royal order. 
The base was broken from the standard by tlie plow’, but the 
fracture was w'cll repaired. 

There are four memorials older than the odensorium of 
Perrot, proving the presence of white men in Wisconsin.— 
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but they are all treasured far bcyoad its borders, and I fear 
will be for a lorg time. One is tlie on’e^in.al nninuscript cf 
Marquette, detailing' his jourr.e}' across \\b* consin ai^ddov. n 
the Mississippi,\vhicli was written at Green I'ay in the win¬ 
ter of 1673-4. This is in iJic CcllLgc cf Si. Mary oi 

MouircaJ. The .‘^econd memori.al is Joliet’s notes on the 
same jouriie\', written on liis return to France in 1674, and 
preserved in the seminaiy c f Ft. Sulpice at Pari-. Tlie other 
two are map-,—both preserved in Parisian A\rchi\’es,—one i-' 
of Lake Superior, drawn up in 1671 ; tlie ctl:er, datii\4 from 
1679, shows the Messipi from qcd' to wf crc ihc Misccr- 
sing conics inP according to an in.-ci iption i;po-n it. 

Fragments of French arms, and other metallic, glass, or 
earthen articles, doubtless exi: t in the nortliwest, that are 
older than the sacred sih'cr of Perrot. Pout none known to 
me can be procured of so great antiquit)', F r none of them 
bear dates that are tell-tales of tlieir age. In C)ttav a, ( III.) I 
saw a bronze cross picked iqiatthe foot of.Star\'cd Reck, anti 
called Marquette’s. But it bears no date. Tliere is another 
of silver that was found at Green Jkay, and presented long 
ago to our State Historical Societ)’. But ho'O' old it is no 
one knows, or can know. 

Some other dated native offering to the La Pointc or G rcen 
Bay missions even before 1686 ma)' possibi) come to I pght. 
But aside from such an improbable windfall, it .-eems impO'- 
sible that any antiquarian discover)' this side c'-f tlie pre-his¬ 
toric period, either in Wisconsin, or, indeed, out of it, 1 n 
the length and breadth of the Mis-i ^sippi \'alie)', can ex'eAi* he 
made that shall ri\*al as a work of art, as a religious relic, 
above all as a hi-.torical memorial, tlie sih'cr o-ten; orinni 
Nicolas Perrot. With good rea'A.n, then, lia^Wi w^on in k - 
tered her Hi.'.torical Society till it is pre-eminent throng 1 vr;t 
the West. It had the nuv t precious memorials to en-h 

J. D. Butle to 

Madison, July 22, 1S78. 
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OLD FORT FRONTENAC 

T the western extremity of Carleton Island, whicli 
lies near Lake Ontario, on a promontory (;f land, 
ending in a rocky bluff some seventy feet in 
height, are tlie ruins of an old hh'encli Fort. The 
half-ruined and toppling chimneys alone remain as monii- 
nients of the glory which has departed. The liistory of tlu: 
fort is well nigh los.t in the mist; of the past, but the ruin.^ 
are supposed to be tliose of Old hort Frontenac. Tlie fort 
niUii have been built at an early date, for in 1760 it fell into 
the hands of the Enga h, along with the entire Frencli pos¬ 
sessions. It is recorded, that in the war of 1812 it was taken 
by a party of Americans, under commai'.d of an ex-revoln- 
t*or.ary soldier named Hubbard, at whicli time it was occu¬ 
pied by two women and three invalids, who made a sliglil 
resistance but .oaon ca[)itulated. The fort, uhicli at that 
time had advanced c jiisideral^ly in decay, was fired, and the 
Americans took their prisoners a. Iiore at Ca[)e Vincenl, 
where the victors were received with great enthusiasm. At 
one time the fortress mu>t have been an important one. Its 
con^truction exhibits a good deal of skill in the line of de¬ 
fences. The fortifications in the rear were semi-circular in 
form, having a trench cut in the solid limc'tone, tw enty feet 
wide anci four feet deep ; the rock wall wai also four feet high. 
The front portion of the fort was naturally impregnable, and 
was doubtless defended by a stockade, although the ashes of 
it, when the fort was burned, were swept away, leaving no 
trace of wliat once was. To the rear of the fort, in a flat field, 
lie a number of graves, and further back, in a copse, is an old 
Indian burying ground. Many of these graves have been 
desecrated by the ruthless relic hunter, and some French 
buttons and rusty buckles have been found in some of the 
former, while stone arrow heads and Tone tomahawk heads 
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lia\’c been secured at the latter place. In order that there 
should be no lack of water .-uppl)'at the fort in ca. e cf " ie;^e. 
a well had been du^ down throui^di tlie .^olid lime'tone in a 
slanting direction to the waters of the river, below the surface 
level. The fanner residiiig on the island, who^c small heu e 
is located beneath the brow cf the ed.d fortification, informed 
us that in the bay be.n'de the fort v.as .mnk a smugglirg 
\'essel which had gone down many \’ears ago with a valu¬ 
able cargo of laces, hilk ', brandies and mone\', having struck 
a rock while making for slielter fn ni a storm. He evidently 
believes it, although better accounts give it that the craft 
which went down was nc^thing more tlian an innocent lum¬ 
ber vessel. 


THE CASE OF PIERRE DU CALVET. 

AX OkICIXA!. CAXADIAX AXIXTX »Ti:/ 

OMl^ years after the conquest of Quebec, there 
lived in the city of Montreal, a Gascon Merchant, 
named Du Calvert : he was a and 

wealthy, litigious, proud and jealous,—very rich 
in seignories and money. He imagined that the judges of 
Montreal slighted him, on account of his profession of faith, 
and his quality ; and addressed a letter to them, taking for 

* Tl.e folluuSrij; “ Anccfiotc ” found an.oni; sc>n.t' M.S. lujtt sof li e Lite 
Frederick Cir.fhn, (J.C., which he left, together w:th h.s liC'oks, lo the L iT.-ii v 
of Mc(Idl (.(dlege, and for the use of which tlie Fd.tors are indebted to ti c 
courtesy of IVincij'nl I)aw>on. d'lie hrst part of the article was puhl.siied in li t 
\ ork ConrjL’r, to wh;ch no date .s j^iven ; tlie remarks on the lir>l jiart. Nverc 
c«)]):ed l)y tlie late Jacques ^ i^'er, of MvUUreal, :u 1S46, f.om a si j'> ra-sted inlif 
hack of a coj'V of the Knj^lish ed tion of Mr. idu Cal vet's work. Then f'iL'" 
some notes of Mr. \ iter’s, and two (|uoiat;ons are added hv Mr. ( irdfin, wi ' 
copied the whole ])aperas here ^iven, in lS"2. We have printed the article rc 
</«//>’as Mr. Criffin w rote it. — Fd;>, 
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text, that they treated him ill, and had a different law for 
their friends and enemies. 

This was construed a libel, and an insult to the Govern¬ 
ment, who took notice of it, and it was prosecuted by the 
Attorney General. It was tried by a jury of the first class 
in Montreal. The truth of libel was no palliation at that, 
time, and the merchants who formed this jury appeared to 
have adopted that idea ; and, satisfied that there had been 
provocation for it, on the part of the judges, acquitted Mr. 
Du Calvert Some time after, he was taken out of his home* 
in the night, and removed by a military guard, between two 
soldiers, to Quebec, where he was conveyed on board the 
armed Province-schooner Cancodox,*f in the stream of the 
St Lawrence. 

There he was confined from early in May, until the ice 
rendered it unsafe to continue afloat, when he was removed 
to the dungeon of the Rccollcis Convent 

As he was a Gascon and a Huguenot it may be supposed 
that he derived little .sati faction from the attendance of the 
ghostly fathers in his dungeon, with offers to restore him to 
the Church. 

Mr. Du Calvert had been a prisoner in this dungeon some 
years, I when an unfortunate tradesman incurred the resent¬ 
ment of one of the judges at Quebec, who was then deputed 
prime minister, and by his influence was deposited in the 
.<ame dungeon with Mr. Du Calvert. This unfortunate was 
a cooper by trade, who.se offen.'^ e is not known, but he pos¬ 
sessed one blessing — a faithful wife. 

She had found her way into the dungeon to her husband 

* The house in which Mr. Du Cal vet l.ved was only recently destroyed ; it 
stood at the corner of St. Paul and Claude Streets.—Eds. 

t “ Canceaux.” 

t “.... some years.” The whole term of his impri.sonment was two year.s 
nnd eight months ; he was arrested some time about October, 1781, and liber¬ 
ated 2nd May, 1784.—Eds. 


Digitized by Got'cle 


Original from 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 



Generated at Washington University in St. Louis on 2020-08-31 21:36 GMT / https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.32044090130964 

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust. 0 rg/access_use#pd-g 00 gle 


66 


THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN 


and his fellow-prisoner, and became well acquainted with 
their sufferings, and the hopeless state that awaited them. 
She formed her resolution—it was in the midst of war — 
and became a Roman or Scottish Matron. 

She embarked at Quebec ; and, arrived in England, found 
her way to the palace (the Queen’s Hou^e), in St James’ 
Park, and there exposed herself to the observation of the 
domestics, until it came to the Queen’s ears, that such a per¬ 
son had no claim, but humanity, to her Majesty’s notice. 
She was, however, ordered to attend, and to expose the 
claim, which she did to such effect, that, by the very first 
conveyance to Quebec, she was the bearer of a royal order 
to bring to trial, or to release, the two prisoners in the dun¬ 
geon of the Recollets. • 

The compiler of this anecdote saw Mr. Du Calvert on his 
release from the dungeon without being charged with any 
crime, and never witnessed such horror, as the relaxed state 
of his human body presented. He (Mr. D.) followed Sir 
Frederick Haldimand to England, where Sir F. was arrested, 
at Mr. Du Calvert’s suit, as he was buckling on his sword to 
go to Court, and Earl Mansfield, the Chief Justice, on proper 
enquiry, required ;62000 bail, which was furnished by Mr. 
Haldimand, a London merchant. * The Cooper’s wife should 
have had a statue erected to the memory of her conduct, 
and placed between Castle Lewis (!e Chateau de St. Louis) 
and the Convent 

Mr. Du Calvert returned to Quebec, to seek evidence, 
which must have taken £2000 from his oppressor, which he 
was bearing triumphantly to England, when he was lost in 
the packet, and never since heard of until reference to his 
.suffering.s.f 

^ S r V. H. partit de (^uel)ec, le 16 Nov. 1784, dans TAtalante, Capt. Foley. 

tl)’a]ires line note conservee dans la faniille Griffin, i Montreal, ce seroit en 
1786, et dans U SJulburnc, que Mr. D, se seroil enilvarque a New York, poi;r 
I’An^leterre. Un oncle de la faniille Grd'fin eloit aussi du voyage. vais- 
seau peril en mer, avec ses passagers ; la tide n’en dit pas da vantage. 
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The moral of this anecdote is addressed to the good 
people of Upper Canada, that they may feel with gratitude 
the change of law and manners which they have experienced 
in so short a time, as to obviate any possible recurrence of 
such government .—Coinmumcated to the “ Courier.'' 

The moral of the above is unquestionably true ; but we 
have also heard of an anecdote, which may serve as a key to 
the above. It is possible that Mr. Du Calvert may, till the 
moment of his de^th, have remained ignorant of the cause 
of his detention, which, however, most probably would have 
been produced, for his satisfaction, at the intended trial upon 
which he was so intent The detention of any man within 
the walls of a prison, without the cause being clearly and 
explicitly stated on the face of the warrant of commitment 
is no doubt contrary to the spirit of the English criminal 
law ; and, if such were the case with Mr. Du Calvert, the 
act is deserving of reprobation. But that General Haldi- 
mand immured him from the mere spirit of oppression, and 
for the pleasure of putting down a proud and litigious man, 
is scarcely credible. The General, we believe, was by no 
means a bad man at heart 

A Captain Pritchard, of one of the provincial regiments 
raised during the American revolutionary war, being in 
charge of a scouting party near Pike River, at the southern 
extremity of Lake Champlain, and having obtained intelli¬ 
gence that a Mr.-, who resided on the river Chambly. 

was making secret preparations to go by that route into the 
States, with a party, having, as it was suspected, despatches 
from the disaffected in this Province to the American revo¬ 
lutionary authorities, waylaid and succeeded in surprising 
them ; nothing, in the shape of despatches, was found upon 
them ; but, being conveyed to St Johns and delivered over 
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to Major Carlcton, or the officer who commanded at that 
post, measures were taken by that officer to prevail upon 

Mr. - to avow the object of his journey to the United 

States, which he did, upon the stipulation of his being libe¬ 
rated, and that his having divulged the matter, should be 
inviolably kept secret, le-t he might incur the displeasure of 
tho-e with whom lie was connected and be de troved by 
some of them. He accordingly acknowledged that he was 
the bearer of de.^patches to the revolutionary authorities in the 
revolted colonies and that these de-patches had been given 
him by Mr. Du Calvert, and were included in paper rolled up 
and inserted in the hollow of a cane or walking stick, which, 
at the moment when he and his party were surprised in the 
^ woods, he cast away from him ; that he thought, if permitted 
to revisit the spot, he might find it, offiering to return for the 
purpose, in proof of the truth of his declaration, if Major 
Carleton should think proper to let him proceed thither in 
company of Captain P. who had taken him. He was accord- 
ingly permitted to go, and, as he had foretold, recovered the 
walking stick, which was brought in the same state as found, 
and delivered to Major Carleton, who, without removing llic 
head of the cane, satisfied himself with shaving down one 
side of it with a penknife, until reaching the hollow he dis¬ 
covered that it did contain paper, and, without going further, 

immediately released Mr.-, and despatched Captain 

P. to Quebec, who delivered the cane in that state at the 
Castle of St. Lewis to General Haldimand, who took out the 
letters, and read them in the presence of Captain P. They 

were, as represented by Mr. -^—, letters to the American 

revolutionary authorities, conveying information on the state 
of the then Province of Quebec, advising an invasion byway 
ofYamaska, and pledging himself that they would be se¬ 
conded by a body of not less than ten thousand men, if the 
American powers should come in at that quarter. Upon 
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this information, it was found necessary to place Mr. Du Cal¬ 
vert in safe-keeping ; and he was accordingly recured with¬ 
out loss of time, but remained under the impression tJuit the 

Governor kneiu nothing of the despatehes, Mr. -, for his 

own safety, assuring him that they had been thrown away, 
so as to be irrecoverably lost. Captain P., who secured Mr. 

-, brought the despatches to Quebec, saw them taken 

from the cane in which they were concealed, and heard them 
read by Gen. Haldimand, (who observed at the time, that 
Mr. Du Calvert had, unfortunately for himself, signed his own 
death-warrant,) is, or rather wa i last autumn, still living, and 
has often related the circumstance to the compiler of this, 
and who knowing neither the compiler of the above “anec¬ 
dote,” nor Gen. Haldimand, nor Mr. Du Calvert, in their life¬ 
time, only relates what he has received, believing it however 
to be perfectly true. The General may have had good rea¬ 
sons for not bringing Mr. Du Calvert to a public trial, for a 
traitorous intercourse with the enemy, which might have ter¬ 
minated by the legal forfeiture of his life, perhaps from a 
spirit of leniency towards Mr. Du Calvert personally, perhaps 
because the production of the papers necessary to convict 
him might involve others, whom, everything considered, it 
was well to leave unmolested, in the uncertainty of matters 
at the time ; or, possibly, from no other reason than that a 
promise had been given to Mr.-, the intercepted bear¬ 

er of the despatches, that no use should be made of them in 
bringing Mr. Du Calvert to trial. Be this as it may, it was 
necessary to put a stop to the intercourse, and for this pur¬ 
pose to secure his person ; and this may account for the sud¬ 
den manner in which he was taken out of his house at night, 
and removed by a military guard to Quebec 

[The name of the subject of the foregoing “ Anecdote” was 
Du Calvet, and not Du Calverty as printed in the Y. Courier.] 
Copie a Quebec d’un Imprime cotte a la fin d’un exem- 
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plaire du ♦ “ Case of Pre. Du Calvert, Esq.,” &c., la proprietc 
de I’Hon. Henr>' Black. 

Jui'llet, 1846. J. V. 

“ Extrait d’un depeche du T. Hon. Comte Grey, Sec. d’ 
Etat pour les Colonies, a S. Ex. le Comte Elgin & Kincar¬ 
dine, en date de Downing Street, le 3 Janvier, 1852 (No. 
674),*’ en reponse a une addresse du Cons. Leg. dc la Prov. 
du Canada, depechee par Lord Elgin le 26 Aout, 1851, et 
par laquelle addresse le Conseil demandoit des “ copies dc 
certaine correspondence relative a la tenure seigneuriale, k 
dater de 1766,”—(Imprime par ordre du Con. Leg., 4.me. 
Par., 16 Vic., 1852.) 

On trouve au nombre des papiers transmis avec cettie dt- 
peche du Lord Grey, qui donne la cause de tarrestafdu 
Mr, Dti Calvert par ee Gouvr. (le 27 Sept,, 1780, suiv^t:-. Wr. 
Du C.—Tome ire p, 185.) J. V. 

State Paper Office — Amerique et Indes Occider^i talcs. 
Vol. 329. 

(Le Gouvr. Haldiniand au Secretaire d’Etat.) 

(No, 90.) Quebec, 6 Juillet, 1781,— R. 3 Aodit. 

Milord 

J ai I’honneur de voiis transmettre 
“ Quebec,” vaisseau marchand, les minutes et procede^ du 
Conseil Legislatif pendant la session de Tannee courante. 

Le 29 decembre dernier, j’ai re^u une lettre en chiffre^ de 

* The full title of the work here referred to, is—** The Case of Pierre O** 
vet, Esquire, of Montreal, in the Province of Quelxfck, containing, 
other things worth notice,) An account of the long and severe Iniprisonm^*^^ 
suffered in the said Province, by order of General Haldimand, the present 
vernor of the same, Without the least offense, or other lawful cause ' 

To which is prefixed, a dedication of it in the French language, (Mr. Du nl'^^ 

not understanding the English,) to the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, 
imploring the protection and countenance of HiS Majesty’s Royal Justice 
endeavours to procure some compensation for the injuries he has receiv'^<^^'^ 
London, 1784.” 8vo. This book is a translation of the French copy 
was publislied at London in th’e same year.—Eds. 
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Sir Henry Clinton, dont la copie est ci-jointe. J’avais de- 
couvsrt et arete en Octobre dernier plusieurs personnes qui 
portient des lettre au Congres, a M. Washington, et au Mar¬ 
quis de la Fayette, et quoiqu’elles soient detenues dans des 
prisons separees, je ne puis faire remonter la trame qu* a la 
derniere classe des Canadiens, neamoins un coupon de pa¬ 
pier trouve parmi les lettres, contenait des informations 
ecrites avec du lait, et qui ont du etre tracees par quelque 
personne mieux qualifiee et plus a portee de faire des obser¬ 
vations que ne Test generalment la derniere classe de Cana¬ 
diens. M. du Calvet, un marchand de Montreal, est en pri¬ 
son relativement a cette affaire. La personne qui a avoue 
avoir ecrit des lettres, dit qu’elle a apposee la signature de 
du Calvet, a Tun de ces papiers, d'apres son desir, et la per¬ 
sonne qui a ete arretee avec les lettres en sa possession, a 
declare avoir entrepris le voyage aux colonies rebelles a Tin- 

stigation de M. du Calvet. 

‘‘ J*ai I’honneur, etc, 

(Signc) Fred. Haldimand.'* 
(The whole of the foregoing is copied from a MS. lent to 
me by Jacques Viger, Esq.*—F. Griffin. Dec 4, ’52.) 

Baron Maseres, Gen’l. of the Province of Quebec, from 
Sept 1766, to Sept 1769, in his “Plan of a Legislative 
Council,” &c, published in “ An Account of the Proceedings 
of the British to the inhabitants of the Province of Quebec,” 
&c, (London, 1775,) p* 103, says :— 

“-there are Mr, Du Mas Saint Martin and Mr. Du 

Calvet two protestant gentlemen of Montreal who were set¬ 
tled there in the time of the French government and who 
have acted as Justices of the Peace for that District with 
great diligence and integrity for many years, and are very 

* Born at Montreal, 7th May, 1787, died Deceml)er, 1858. lie compiled 
a large collection of materials for Canadian history, which have not as yet been 
jmbLslietl.—Eds. 
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much respected in the Province, and the latter of whom is 
not only master of a fortune that makes him independent, 
but possessed likewise of a great independency of spirit and 
temper that renders him peculiarly fit to be a member of a 
legislative body that is not intended to be totally subservient 
to the Governour.” 

And again—in the Appendix, called “Additional papers, 
&c.” (London, 1776,) p. 8:— 

-Mr. du Calvet, a French Protestant of considerable 

fortune, and unspotted reputation at Montreal, who has acted 
with great integrity and disinterestedness as a Justice of the 
Peace in that place.” 


HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE WILLIAM 
HENRY. 


HE prefixed Portrait represents the late King Wil¬ 
liam IV., when a boy about fourteen years of 
age, and serv ing as a midshipman on board H. 
M.S. Prince George, The Prince, it will be seen» 
is habited in the costume of a Knight of the Order of the 
Thistle. The print, whence this portrait was imn?ediately 
copied, is one which was taken by Rofft from a well-execut¬ 
ed mezzotinto engraving by Valentine Green, and published 
by him in the year 1780. The original picture was painted 
by Benjamin West, Historical painter to His Majesty (Geo. 
III.) 

There are many incidents in the early history of Prince 
William Henry which are very interesting. When quite a 
little child his Royal Highness seems to have shown a strong 
predilection for the navy. 

Amongst the anecdotes that are told of the Prince’s boy¬ 
hood, there is one peculiarly expressive of his character and 



Digitized by 


Google 


Original from 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 




Generated at Washington University in St. Louis on 2020-08-31 21:36 GMT / https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.32044090130964 

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust. 0 rg/access_use#pd-g 00 gle 


AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAU 


73 


early attachment to the sea. “ The three brothers received 
from the hands of the Queen a weekly stipend, which they 
were at liberty to expend agreeably to their several tastes— 
an admirable mode of discovering the tendency of individual 
genius. At four years of age Prince William purchased a 
ship—the fir.M act of free-will, perhaps, he exercised, and for 
some time he scrupulously dedicated his weekly' allowance 
to the necessary completion of the embellishment, rigging, 
and furnishing of his vessel. When the gallant craft was 
deemed sea-worthy, the Prince s maiden experiment in na¬ 
vigation was appointed to take place in a large swiming 
bath at Kew Palace, and the Prince of Wales, and the Bishop 
of Osnaburg, (his Royal Highness was not created Duke of 
York till 1789,) were invited to be present. When the ship 
was fairly launched on the miniature waters, the Prince Wil¬ 
liam, with an enthusiasm natural to his zest for the exhibi¬ 
tion, expatiated with childish fondness upon certain parts of 
the nautical arrangements, and a slight contention, originat¬ 
ing in some puerile difference of opinion, gradually arose be¬ 
tween the brothers. As the dispute increased, the Prince 
of Wales haughtily reminded his brother that, however as¬ 
sured he might be of the correctness of his assertions, he 
should at least utter them with more temperance before his 
future sovereign. ‘ Well, George,’ retorted the young sailor, 
the royal blood mounting to his cheeks, ‘ who knows but I 
may be a king as well as y'ou ; I’m sure I look as like a king 
as Frederick does a bishop. And if ever I shall become a 
king, I’ll have a house full of ships, and no other king shall 
dare to take them from me P ”* 

In the year 1779, His Royal Highness swung his first 
hammock on board the Prince George, a ninety'-eight gun 
ship, under the command of the Hon. Robert Digby', Rear- 

*From a laborious Memoir in the Atlcs newspaper. 1831. 
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Admiral of the Blue. This vessel had been only lately built, 
and was named in honour of the Prince of Wales. 

He was furnished in all respects as scantily as any young¬ 
ster of the mess; and the only particulars in which it ap¬ 
pears he derived, or desired, any special advantages from 
his rank, were the privilege of dining at the Admiral’s table, 
and the use of a separate cabin, with some other trifling dis¬ 
tinctions, which were more cheerfully offered than willingly 
accepted. 

“ The Prince’s manners and personal appearance were 
much in his favor. He was of a very athletic make, well 
proportioned, and with an agreeable countenance; his hu¬ 
mour was rich and pleasant, his temper equal, and his gene¬ 
ral demeanour plain and affectionate ;• there was not the 
least indication about him of pride of birth and prospects; 
and on all occasions he exhibited the determination to act 
like a sailor, and to maintain that character as the distinctive 
mark of his life. As Admiral Digby was personally respon¬ 
sible for the care and well-being of his royal pupil, he, of 
course, restrained his conversational intercourse within a cer¬ 
tain limit; not so much as to curtail his freedom, but suffi¬ 
cient to preserve him from the moral dangers that frequently 
assail a young officer on shipboard. Some few escapades 
were unavoidable, and perhaps acted w ith a wholesome in¬ 
fluence upon the mind of the Prince. On one occasion, he 
and a brother middy happening to quarrel upon deck, the 
latter boldly exclaimed, that ‘ only he was a prince he would 
give him a good threshing.’ The former instantly tore off 
his jacket, which was distinguished by some little ornament 
of lace on its collar, and replied, ‘You will give me a thresh¬ 
ing ?’ at the same time, flinging away his jacket, he continu¬ 
ed, ‘ there goes the prince—now try!’ The juvenile comba¬ 
tants then closed, and some blows had been already ex¬ 
changed when they were separated by the officers, who did 
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not approve of that mode of settling the argument Some 
blood was lost, but no honour on either side, and the Prince 
and his opponent became greater friends than ever.”* 

During the Winter of 1782, while stationed on the coast 
of the North American Colonies—then in a state of revolu¬ 
tion,—His Royal Highness took up his quarters in the City 
of New York. The Prince manifested, when on shore, a de¬ 
cided fondness for manly pastimes. One of his favorite re¬ 
sorts was a small fresh-water lake in the vicinity of the City% 
which presented a frozen sheet of many acres, and was 
thronged by the younger part of the population for the 
amusement of skating. As the Prince was unskilled in that 
exercise, he would sit in a chair fixed on runners, which was 
pushed forward with great velocity by a skating attendant, 
while a crowd of officers environed him, and the youthful 
multitude made the air ring with their shouts for Prince 
William Henry. It was an animating scene, in the bright 
sunny wintry-days, so common in that climate. 

‘‘ While the Prince was thus enjoying himself in the City 
of New York, a daring plan was formed, by some adventu¬ 
rous partisans of the revolutionary army, to pounce upon him 
and carry him off from the very midst of his friends and 
guards. The devisor of this plan was Colonel Ogden, a gal¬ 
lant officer, who had served with great bravery in the revolu¬ 
tionary army from the commencement of the war, and whose 
regiment at that time was stationed in the Province (now 
State) of New Jersey. The present statement is drawn up 
from documents still preserved by the family of CoL Ogden, 
a copy of which has been obtained from one of his sons. The 
Prince at the time was living on shore, with Admiral Digby, 
in quarters slightly guarded, more for form than security, no 
particular danger being apprehended. The project of Col. 
Ogden was to land secretly on a stormy night, with a small 
* Ibid. ~ 
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but resolute force, to surpri-e and carry off the Prince and 
the Admiral to the boats, and to make for the Jersey shore. 
The plan was submitted to General W’ashington, who sanc¬ 
tioned it, under the idea that the possession of the person of 
the Prince would facilitate an adjustment of affairs with the 
mother country, and a recognition of the United States a- 
an independent nation. 

“ The following is a copy of the letter of General Wash¬ 
ington to Col. Ogden on the occa-ion. The whole of the 
<n iginal is in the handwriting of the General :— 

“ ‘ To Col. Ogden, of the 1st Jersey Regiment. 

“Sir, —The spirit of enterprise so conspicuous in your 
plan for surprising in their quarters, and bringing off. the 
Prince William Henry and Admiral Digby, merits applause; 
and you have my authority to make the attempt in any 
manner and at such a time as your judgment shall direct. 
1 am fully persuaded, that it is unnecessary to caution you 
against offering insult or indignity to the persons of the 
Prince and Admiral, should you be so fortunate as to cap¬ 
ture them ; but it may not be amiss to press the propriety 
of a proper line of conduct upon the party you command. 

“ In case of success, you will, as soon as you get them to 
a place of safety, treat them with all possible respect; but 
you are to delay no time in conveying them to Congress, and 
report your proceedings, with a copy of these orders. 

“Given at Morris Town, this 28th day of March, 1782. 

“G. WASHINGTON.” 

“ Noth. —Take care not to touch upon the ground which 
is agreed to be neutral—viz., from Rahway to Newark, and 
four miles back.** 

Before relating the particulars of this plan, it may be ex¬ 
pedient to state, that the City of New York is situated on 
the point of an island which advances into the centre of a 
capacious bay. A narrow arm of the sea, vulgarly called the 
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liast River, separates it on the left from Long, or Nassau, 
Island ; and the Hudson, commonly called the North River, 
separates it from the State of New Jersey. The British army 
was in possession of the City, and was strengthened by a 
fleet, but the opposite bank of the Hudson, which is about 
two miles wide, was under the power of Congress, and the 
revolutionary army was stationed at no great distance in 
New Jersey, in a winter encampment of wooden huts. The 
party that should undertake this enterprise would have to 
embark in boats from the Jersey shore ; and it was essential 
that the whole affair should be accomplished between sun 
and sun. The following is the plan intended to be observ¬ 
ed, copied literally from the original, in the handwriting of 
Col. Ogden 

“ It will be necessary to have four whale-boats (which can 
be procured without cause for suspicion) ; they must be well 
manned by their respective crews, including guides, &c.; be¬ 
sides these, one captain, one subaltern, three sergeants and 
thirty-six men, with whom the boats can row with ease.— 
N.B.—It is known where the boats are, and that they can 
be collected without suspicion, with their oars-men ; and it is 
taken for granted, the owners will not object, though, for fear 
of giving the least cause of alarm, nothing has as yet been 
said to them. 

“ The time of embarkation must be the first wet night after 
we are prepared. The place is not yet agreed on, as it will 
be necessary to consult those skilled in the tides previous to 
determining, which must be put off until we are as nearly 
prepared as possible, for fear of inferences being drawn from 
our inquiries. We must, however, set off from such part of 
the Jersey shore as will give us time to be in the City by 
half-past nine. The men must be embarked iij the order of 
debarkation. 

The Prince quarters in Hanover Square, and has two 
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sentinels from the 40th British regiment, that are quartered 
in Lord Stirling’s old quarters in Broad Street, 800 yards 
from the scene of action. The main guard, consisting of a 
captain and forty men, is posted at the City Hall,—a ser¬ 
geant and twelve, at the head of the old slip,—a sergeant 
and twelve, opposite the coffee-house,—these are the troojis 
we may be in danger from, and must be guarded against. 
The place of landing at Comties’ Market, between the two 
sergeants’ guards, at the head of the old slip and opposite 
the coffee-house. 

**The order of debarkation to agree with the mode of at¬ 
tack, as follows :— 

‘‘First—Two men with a guide, seconded by two others, 
for the purpose of seizing the sentinels—these men to be 
armed with naked bayonets and dressed in sailor’s habits— 
they are not to wait for anything, but immediately execute 
their orders. 

“Second—Eight men including guides with myself, pre¬ 
ceded by two men with each a crow-bar, and two with each 
an axe, these for the purpose of forcing the doors should 
they be fast, and followed by four men, entering the house 
and seizing the young Prince, the Admiral, the young noble¬ 
men, aides, &c. 

“Third—A captain and eighteen to follow briskly, form, 
and defend the house until the business is finished, and re¬ 
treat a half gun-shot in our rear. 

Fourth—A subaltern aiTd fourteen, with half of the re¬ 
maining boat’s crew, and form on the right and left of the 
boats, and defend until we return—the remainder of the 
crews to hold the boats in the best possible position for em¬ 
barking. 

“ Necessary—Two crow-bars, two axes, four dark-lanterns, 
and four large oil-cloths. 

“ The manner of returning as follows :— 
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“ Six men with guns and bayonets, with those unemploy¬ 
ed in carrying off the prisoners, to precede those engaged 
in that business, followed by the captain (joined by the four 
mjn from the sentry) at a half gun-shot distance, who is to 
halt and give a front to the enemy, until the whole are em¬ 
barked in the following order:— 

“ First—The prisoners, with those preceding them. 

Second—The guides and boatmen. 

“ Third—The subalterns and fourteen. 

“ Fourth—The rear.” 

Such was the daring plan laid for the capture of the Prince, 
and which, even if not fully successful, might have placed 
his Royal Highness in a most perilous predicament It ap¬ 
pears, however, from a fragment of a letter addressed by 
General Washington to Col. Ogden, and apparently written 
almost immediately after the preceding one, that some ink¬ 
ling of the design had reached Sir Henry Clinton, then in 
New York, and Commander-in-Chief of the British forces. 
General Washington communicates in his letter the follow¬ 
ing paragraph from a secret despatch, dated March 23rd, 
which he had just received from some emissary in New 
York 

“ Great seem to be their apprehensions here. About a 
fortnight ago a great number of flat-boats were discovered 
by a sentinel from the bank of the river (Hudson’s) which 
are said to have been intended to fire the suburbs, and in 
the height of the conflagration to make a descent on the 
lower part of the City and wrest from our embraces His Ex¬ 
cellency Sir H. Clinton, Prince William Henry, and several 
other illustrious personages, since which great precautions 
have been taken for the security of those gentlemen, by aug¬ 
menting the guards, and to render their persons as little ex¬ 
posed as possible.” 

In another letter, dated Newburgh, April 2nd, 1783, 
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General Washington observe-—“After I wrote to you from 
Morris Town, I receiv^ed information that the sentries at the 
door of Sir Henry Clinton were doubled at eight o’clock 
every night, from an apprehension of an attempt to surprise 
him in them. If this be true, it is more than probable the 
same precautions extend to other personages in the City of 
New York, a circumstance I thought it proper for you to be 
advertised of.” This intelligence of the awakened vigilance 
and precautionary measures of the British commander effec¬ 
tually disconcerted the plans of Colonel Ogden, and hi*^ 
Royal Highness remained unmolested in his quarters until 
the sailing of the squadron.* 

Montreal, 6th Sept., 1878. A. E. BULGER. 


THE TORONTO REGION OF LAKE SIMCOE. 

BY HENRY SCADDING, D.D., AUTHOR OF “TORONTO OF OLD.” 

HERE is in the heart of Switzerland a famous lake, 
always visited by tourists, known as the Lake of 
the Four Forest Cantons. It is remarkable not 
only for its great beauty and the sublime mag¬ 
nificence of its mountainous surroundings, but also for being 
the centre, so to speak, from which the Switzerland of to¬ 
day has been developed. Within view of its waters is 
Schwyz, the primitive, settlement from which the whole 
country has taken its name ; and the four Cantons which 
were the first to enter into a confederacy against the feudal 
claims of Albert of Hapsburg, line its shores. Now it seems 
to me that our Lake Simcoe possesses for Canadians — for 
Canadians of Ontario at all events — an interest somewhat 
similar to that which invests the Lake of the Four Cantons 
in Switzerland, while for the inhabitants of Toronto in par- 

* From the Athemeum^ 1831. 
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ticular, so far as the name and initial germ of their City are 
concerned, it is, as it were, the very “ hole of the pit w hence 
they were digged.” 

Our Lake Simcoe is not, of course, for a moment to be 
compared with the Swiss lake, in point of natural scenery, 
but it is curiously connected with the first beginnings of Ca¬ 
nadian history ; it even happens to have been, in its day, a 
Lake of Four Cantons, having been encircled and, in a man¬ 
ner, possessed by the Hurons or Wyandots, a people that 
consisted of four remarkable confederated nations, or canton.^ 
as the French expressed it 

These associated “ savages ” appear to have adopted the 
habits of a sedentary people to a degree beyond what was 
usual with the northern aborigines generally. Populous vil¬ 
lages were to be met with everyw^here throughout their do¬ 
main, rudely fortified in some instances, and surrounded with 
fields of maize. The people of the Huron language,” says 
Charlevoix, (Historical Journal of Travel in North America, 
p. 166,) “have always applied themselves more than others 
to cultivating the land. They have also extended themselves 
much less. Hence, first, they are better settled, better lodged, 
and better fortified, and there has ahvays been among them 
more policy and a more distinguished form of government; 
and, second, their country was more peopled, though they 
never allowed polygamy.” Old clearings, traces of cultiva¬ 
tion, fragments of earthenware, stone hatchets, chisels, pipes, 
arrow-heads, constantly exhumed to the present day, and, 
more than all, numerous extensive burial places, attest the 
populousness of the Huron country round Lake Simcoe, and 
the comparative civilization of its occupants at some period in 
the past Neighbouring tribes, west, east and north, were 
allies of the Huron confederacy and acted, on occasion, in 
concert with it (One allied nation in the vicinity cultivated 
and traded in Tobacco, and hence w^as known as the To- 
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hzicco-iv'xhc (gifis (ii ; and in what is now the to vi:- 

ship of Sunnidalc, near the Nottawasa^a River, there are 
the tan<^ib!e remains of an extensive Huron earthenware 
manufactory. 

The enemies dreaded by the Hurons were the Iroquois, 
five confederated nations known among the French by that 
name, and chiefly occup}dng at the time what is now the 
State of New York. “ They come like foxes, they attack 
like lions, and fly away like birds.” So it was commonly 
said of the Iroquois.—Charlevoix Reports {itt supra i. IJC). 
These were the plague of the Hurons. Fver and anon they 
made their raid, plundering and burning villages, slaughter¬ 
ing the inhabitants, robbing the traders of their packs of furs, 
cu route for Montreal by the Ottawa waters. In the years 
1648-9, they succeeded in reducir.g the region round Lake 
Simcoe to the condition of a desert ; and from the blow then 
inflicted, the country, as an Indian country, never recovered. 

So early as 1615, twenty-two soldiers were sent up by 
Champlain from Quebec for the protection of French in¬ 
terests and to give confidence to the friendly Hurons. At 
the same time a mission began to be organized in this lo¬ 
cality, first b)' the Recollets or Reformed Franciscans, and 
then by the Jesuits ; and here some of the members of the 
latter society, in their heroic effort to Christianize in their 
peculiar way the native population, underwent dreadful suf¬ 
ferings, and in several instances a most cruel death. After 
shifting its headquarters from place to place on the mainland, 
and thence at length to the neighbouring island of St. Jo. eph 
—known to the passing tourist now' as Christian Island— 
the mission was w ithdrawn in 1650 ; and some hundreds of 
the converts follow ed their spiritual instructors to the vicinity 
of Quebec, where tlieir descendants still inhabit the villager 
of I.orette. With profound regret the missionaries abandon¬ 
ed a country which they rightly regarded as a key to a vast 


I 


Digitized by 


Got'gle 


Origiriial from 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 



Generated at Washington University in St. Louis on 2020-08-31 21:36 GMT / https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.32044090130964 

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust. 0 rg/access_use#pd-g 00 gle 


AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAU 83 

hcathclidom beyond. The residue of the confederacy dis¬ 
persed far and wide. “ W’c have seen with astonishment,” 
exclaims Charlevoix (i. 17c,) “one of the mo.^t numerous 
nations, and the most warlike on the continent, and the most 
esteemed of all for their wisdom and understanding, di.-a{> 
pear almost entirely in a few years.” 

I'he early history of the region which surrounds, Lake 
Simcoc is thus, we .^ce, associated with the annals of the 
City of Quebec and its environs. The villages of Lorette 
still tell of the Huron:; of these parts. But the Lake Simcoe 
region is much more intimately connected with the history 
of the City cf Toronto. The name TORONTO is wholly due 
<0 the circumstances of the Lake Simcoe region at the time 
of the existence of the Franci.'can and Jesuit mission in that 
quarter. The name “Toronto” did not spring from any 
matter or thing appertainii:g to the locality in which the 
City of Toronto now stands. If we look at a map of Canada 
and observe the triangular area shut in by the waters of the 
Ottawa Lake ISipissing and French River on the east and 
north ; by the waters of the St I.awrence and Lakes Ontario 
and Erie on the south ; and by the waters of Lakes St. Clair 
and Huron and Georgian Bay on the west —we shall see 
that Lake Simcoe lies at its centre or focus as it were. In 
accordance with this physical fact, we find tliat Lake Simcoe 
had become in the year 1615 a marked rallying point, a 
grand rendezvous, a distinguished place of meeting,” for 
the Huron tribes and their allies; and hence arose the ex- 
])ression which came at length to be applied to it geographi¬ 
cally, namely, Toronto —a word explained by Gabriel Sa- 
gard in his Dictionary of the Huron Tongue (Paris, 1632), to 
mean, in I'rench, Bcaucoup, much, or plenty. Under the form 
Toronton, it is applied by him to persons as well as to things, 
as in the phrase “ He has killed a number of S. (say Sonnon- 
touons or Senecas)— Toronion S, aJiouyo, So that taken as 
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an appellation of the Lake Sinicoe rj^ion, it probib'y de¬ 
noted in French Lien on il y a bcaiicoup dc g:ns —a place 
where there is a numerous population. (In another connec¬ 
tion Sagard gives the word a5 O-toronton. In Lahonton’s 
“ Quelqties inois HurmsP it is A-toronton.) 

Other waters besides those of Lake Simcoe sometime; 
had the term Toronto applied to them. Thu; in some old 
maps, the lakes leading to the River Trent and Bay of Quinte 
are called the Toronto Lakes, one of the highway's to the 
Toronto region from the south-east lying through them. 
Sometimes the river Humber was spoken of as the Toronto 
River, its valley and that of the Holland River containing 
a well-beaten trail to the great Huron rendezvous. The in¬ 
tricate, island-studded inlet of the Georgian Bay, on Lake 
Huron, at the mouth of the Severn River, now known as 
Gloucester and Matchedash Bay, was styled the Bay of To¬ 
ronto, its waters penetrating far into the Toronto region. 
This extensive estuary, drawn, however, with only an ap¬ 
proximation to its real shape, figures conspicuously as ** The 
Bay of Toronto*'on Herman Molls Map of 1720, a map 
constructed from authorities of a much earlier date. Lahon- 
tan, in 1692, says (Voyages, etc., ii. 19.) “ It was called the 
Bay of Toronto because it received a river which ran out of 
a small lake of the same name ’* ; so that if we chose to 
press the point, it might be maintained that Lake Couchich- 
ing is Lake Toronto proper. But our present distinction be¬ 
tween Lake Couchiching and Lake Simcoe is not carefully^ 
observed in the old maps, and the whole of Lake Simcoe is 
in them unmistakably ** Lake Toronto.” In some maps 
the name of this lake appears as Oumtarorik, evidently the 
same term with a nasal prefix common in Indian words, but 
which in other names besides Toronto disappeared in the 
lapse of time. (Thus, for example, Niagara is properly Ony'- 
akara ; Choueguen, Ochoueguen ; Alaska, Onalaska.) It is 
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to be observed, too, that in Ouentaronk the nasal sound of 
the final syllable of Toronto, or rather Toronton, is repre¬ 
sented by—onk. In the small map prepared by Parkman 
to his “ Jesuits in America'' the word is Wentaron, i.e., Ou- 
cntaron. And in La Creuxs map, 1660, reproduced in 
Bressani s Abridgment of the Relations, wherein the names 
are given in Latin, Lake Simcoe app)ears as “ Lacus Ouenta- 
ronius”; still the same name in Latinized form. 

It will thus be seen that there can be little doubt that 
" Place of Meeting,” place of concourse, place where unusual 
numbers congregate, is the true interpretation of “ Toronto.” 
It is, as we learn from Sagard s Dictionary, a Huron or Wy¬ 
andot expression, not an Iroquois word. It originated in 
the Huron country, in the Lake Simcoe region, and not in 
the locality where the City of Toronto stands. So that 
” Trees rising out of the water,” or “ Log floating on the 
water,” as conjectured by Mohawk or Seneca etymologists, 
(see Lewis Morgan’s League of tiie Iroquois, Rochester, 1851, 
and Lossings Field Book of the War of 1812, p. 587.) from 
resemblance in sound to an Iroquois word having some such 
meaning, is illusory. 

It may be subjoined as a rather curious circumstance, 
that while descendants of the ancient allies of the French, 
the Hurons of our classic Lake Simcoe region, are still to be 
seen in the province of Quebec, namely at the villages of 
Lorette, in the neighbourhood of the City of Quebec,—des¬ 
cendants, equally, if not more numerous, of their sworn foes, 
the Iroquois, the allies, on the whole, of England, are to be 
seen in our own province of Ontario, namely, on the Grand 
River, in the neighbourhood of Brantford. 

The American Silver Dollar. —Evidently the silver 
question in the United States is not yet finally disposed of, 
the fact that ninety cents is not a dollar is a stubborn one. 


Digitized by 


Goc'gle 


Originai from 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 



Generated at Washington University in St. Louis on 2020-08-31 21:36 GMT / https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.32044090130964 

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust. 0 rg/access_use#pd-g 00 gle 


86 THi: CANADIAN ANT 1 ( 1 UARIAN 

Speaking of the recent coinage of silv'er dollars, an exchange 
irreverently remarks—“ If you take up a silver dollar, look 
for an eagle that seems to have lunched on cucumbers, and 
wants a doctor. Then look for “ Trust in Go(;l,” and if both 
are there it is worth a dollar. But if you find a girl sitting 
on a tea-chest, with a sprig of peppermint in her hand, and 
the word “ Liberty ” printed where she sits down instead of 
across her forehead, she is only worth ninety cents. Never¬ 
theless, both of the coins referred to were adopted as in¬ 
fallible cures for all commercial ailments. 


ST. FILLAN’S QUIGRICH. 

HE intere-.ting relic described in the following ex¬ 
tract from the Toronto Globe, was for some ten 
days in my custody. In the latter part of 1859. 
it was brought here from the vault of the Upper 
Canada Bank, Sarnia, by the late Hon. Malcolm Cameron. At 
that time I was Master of Ceremonies in St. Michael’s Cathed¬ 
ral ; the present Archbishop of Toronto (J. J. Lynch), was con¬ 
secrated in that Church on the 20th November. I obtained 
from Mr. Cameron the loan of the crosier to be used on that 
occasion, by the consecrating Prelate, the much re pected 
Bishop Charbonnel. The crosier had no start'; when Bishop 
Charbonnel saw it he exclaimed, “ that should be mounted 
on a broom-handle.” However, a staff was improvised, and 
the crosier bore its part in the ceremony, probably the first 
time it appeared in an ecclesiastical function since the day 
of Bannockburn. As it is now deposited in the Museum of 
Scottish Antiquities, it is difficult to say when it will again 
be so employed. From my hands the crosier passed into 
the keeping of the late Robert Miller, then President of the 
St. Andrew’s Society, and was displayed as a national relic 
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at their annual supper, 30th November, same year. Its sub¬ 
sequent history has been fully detailed by my learned friend, 
Professor Wilson. 

W. J. Macdonell. 

Toronto, April 20, 187S. 

“ From a paper read before the Canadian Institute by Pro¬ 
fessor Wilson In 1859, and published in the Canadian Journal 
for November of that year, we gather some details of this cur¬ 
ious piece of mediaeval workmanship in addition to those 
contained in our synopsis of his remarks at the Institute on 
Saturday night last. So long ago as 1782 Mr. William 
Thompson, of Christ Church College, Oxford, while on a va¬ 
cation ramble in Perthshire, was shown this very relic at the 
village of Killin, on the Banks of Loch Tay. He sent to the 
Earl of Buchan, then engaged in organizing the Society of 
Antiquaries of Scotland, a description of the Quigrich, ac¬ 
companied by a rough sketch of it drawn by himself. The 
possessor of the valuable relic was, however, allowed to emi¬ 
grate to Canada in 1818 without any effort being made to 
secure it for the antiquarian collection. While coming up 
the Ottawa River he fell in with “an old Scotish gentleman 
named McDonald, with whom he left several old papers that 
he had concerning the Quigrich, which papers were never re¬ 
turned, as Mr. McDonald s house was burned soon after and 
the papers lost.” So wrote Mr. Dewar, the last owner of the 
Quigrich, to Dr. Wilson in 1859. At that time he was wil¬ 
ling to part with it for the sum of $2,000, but a bargain of a 
different character was made la^t year, in virtue of which the 
nominal ownership of the relic will still remain with the De- 
war family, while it has itself passed into the custody of the 
Society of Antiquaries to take its place in their mu^eunv 
Mr. Dewar is the lineal descendant of Malice Doire, or Deore, 
who was confirmed in possession of the relic by Royal char- 
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ter granted by King James III. of Scotland and registered 
by the Lords of Council and Session at Edinburgh in 1733. 
A copy of this ancient document has been preserved, en¬ 
dorsed :—“ Charter of King James anent possessing the relic 
of St Phillan, in favour of Malice Deore 1488.” The char¬ 
ter itself reads as follows:—“ For as mekle as we have un¬ 
derstand that our servitoure Malice Doire and his forbeares 
has had an Relick of St Filane, callit the Quegrich, in keeping 
of us and oure progenitors of maist nobil mynde, quhain gd 
assoleze, sen th tyme of King Robert th Bruys and of be¬ 
fore, and made nane obedience nor answere to na persoun 
spirale nortemporale in ony thing concerning the said haly 
Relick utherwayis yn is qteind in the auld infestment there¬ 
of made and grantit be our said progenitouri*''. We charge 
you herefore and command is that in tyme to come ye and 
ilk ane of you reddy answer intend and do obey to the said 
Malice Doire in the peciable brooking and joisir.gof the said 
Relick, and zt ye nain o? you tak upon hand to compell nor 
distreze him to mak obedience nor answer to you nor till 
ony either bot alanerly to us and our successoures, accord¬ 
ing to the said infestment and foundation of the said Relick 
♦ * * And that ye mak him nane impediment, letting 

nor distroubance in the passing with the said Relik throw 
the Countre, as he and his forbearis was a wont to do.” 

The Malice Doire mentioned in the charter was himself 
lineally descended from the person to whom Robert Bruce is 
said to have entrusted the crosier on the field of Bannockburn, 
when, displeased with the conduct of the Abbot who then 
had it in charge, he deprived him of its guardianship. The 
incident is thus narrated in Bollandus’ “ Acta Sanctorum ” ; 
“ During the night when Robert, anxiously bent on his 
affairs, enjoyed not a moment’s rest, and revolving all things 
in his mind, was at length engaged with some of his friends 
in earnest devotion and prayer to God and St. Fillan (who: e 
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arm, inclosed in hih'er, he believed, was with him in the army), 
that they might be propitious to hi> victory, suddenly the 
silver arm, in which the real one was inclosed, appeared open, 
and in the twinkling of an eye was shut without any person 
touching or approaching it. This miracle being observed, 
the priest approached the altar to inspect it, when he saw 
the real arm within it, and exclaimed that the Divinity was 
certainly present. He confessed to the King that when he 
had formerly asked for the arm of St Fillan he had given 
him the empty silver case, after taking out the relic, fearing 
it might be lost in the tumult The King, therefore, full of 
hope, spent the remainder of the night in thanksgiving and 
prayer.” 

Since the Quigrich has gone home to Scotland it has been 
opened and found to contain, not the Saint’s arm, but a real 
wooden crosier, which beyond all reasonable doubt was ac¬ 
tually in the po:;session of St Fillan, one of the pioneer mis¬ 
sionaries of Christianity in Britain. According to the Ban¬ 
nockburn legend, the silver case must liavc been in existence 
prior to 1314 A.D., so that both it and its still more vener¬ 
able enclosure constitute together what is undoubtedly the 
olde.st ecclesiastical relic in Scotland. For the sake of those 
who take an interest in such matters we reproduce from the 
Canadian Journal Dr. Wilson’s description of the Quigrich, 
in so far as its external appearance is concerned. In the 
number of the Journal already mentioned will be found an 
engraving of it from a drawing by Dr. Wilson himself:— 
To St. Fillan’s Cabok a .special name was given, though it 
probably represent.s the most usual form of the ornamental 
baculus or combutta of the ninth and tenth centuries, and 
even of a later period. It is literally a beautiful and elabor¬ 
ately-wrought shepherd’s crook. . . . The interlaced 

knot-work and other ornamentation is such as is already well 
known, e.specially on .‘^ome of the beautiful silver and gold- 
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smith’s woik of early Irish art. The front is jewelled with a 
large oval crystal, set on a plate which appears to have been 
movable, and probably hinged, though it is now somewhat 
roughly secured so as no longer to admit of being opened. 
. . . Above this and forming the front of the crest or 

ridge is a figure or bust of an ecclesiastic, most probably de¬ 
signed for the Saint himself, while the lower end of the ridge 
terminates in the form of a snake’s head, common on bronze 
relics of a late period. On the flat shield-shaped point of 
the crook is a rude but bold engraving of the crucifixion, 
with two stars in the field, one on each side, below the arms 
of the cross. The whole is of silver gilt, wrought on a hol¬ 
low cone of copper, and measures nine and a quarter inches 
in height and nearly seven and a half inches across from the 
point of the crook. ... It is an exceedingly simple 
form, suggestive of a primitive age of art, and yet adorned 
with such rich and tasteful skill as to constitute—apart from 
its singularly interesting historical associations—a valuable 
example of the workmanship of the early age to which it 
must be assigned, and of the primitive civilization which fol¬ 
lowed in the wake of that Christianity taught by St. Fillan 
and other Christian missionaries to the first converts from 
among the pagan Celts of North Britain.” 


IRON-MAKING IN CANADA. 

Canada can claim to be one of the first American coun¬ 
tries to smelt iron ore into merchantable iron ; this claim, 
like that of pedigree in a family, is, however, a large part of 
her title to rank as an iron-making State. 

At the beginning of the eighteenth centur}% the Jesuit 
Fathers established the Forges St, Maurice at Three Rivers, 
on the St. Lawrence, and worked them with advantage up 
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to a short time before the conquest; in 1768 they were re¬ 
opened by some Englishmen, and for generations the Three 
Rivers’ cast-iron stove and bar-iron were favorites in the 
colony. Matthew Bell, in 1806, wrote from Quebec, reply¬ 
ing to an order from George Duniere of Montreal:—“ This 
year’s make of Three Rivers’ iron is all taken up, but we can 
sell you some Russian iron which is not quite as good." The 
absence from the Province of any industries consuming char¬ 
coal iron and steel, and the competition of coke-made iron, 
reduced the product of the Forges to a nominal tonnage, 
but at times, when special excellence was called for in the 
article, the old ore-beds of the St Maurice entered the field 
with credit In the Paris Exposition of 1867, a pair of car 
wheels were exhibited which had run 1,200,000 miles with¬ 
out perceptible wear. 


A BIG DREAM. 

A very amusing anecdote is told of Sir William Johnson, 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs in the Mohawk Valley, in 
^7S5» it throws some light upon the easy manner in 

which fortunes were made in those days, may not be unin¬ 
teresting to our readers. Sir William, by his usual courteous 
and kindly manner to the Indians, had gained an ascend¬ 
ancy over them generally, and particularly over a chief, 
named Hendrick. On one occasion Sir William was un¬ 
packing a large box of clothing which had just arrived from 
England, Hendrick happening to be in the room. He was 
particularly attracted by a richly embroidered coat which 
was brought forth and shaken out in all its glittering splen¬ 
dour of gold and lace, and gilded buttons and bright silk 
trimmings. The Indian’s eyes sparkled, and he could scarce¬ 
ly keep his hands from the coveted prize, but he held back 
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and kept his peace for the time. On the followinp^ morning, 
however, the chieftain waited upon Sir William for a pur¬ 
pose, as was evident from the intensity of his looks. “ Sir 
William,” he said, “me have a great dream last night; me 
dream that you say to me, ‘Good Hendrick, you have been 
my friend, and now I will reward you,’ and you gav'e me the 
new coat, with the bright gold on it, that came in the box.” 
The baronet reflected for a few moments, and finally said: 
“ It is true, Hendrick, you have been my friend ; the coat is 
yours.” The chief went away fairly beside himself with joy. 
A few days after Sir William said to him, “ Hendrick, I had 
a dream last night.” “Ah! what did my white brother 
dream “ I dreamt that you took me by the hand and said, 
‘ Sir William Johnson, you have been my true friend, and 1 
will give you a proof of my love,* and you gave me the tract 
of land on the great river and Canada Creek,” describing a 
.square territory embracing nearly one hundred thousand 
acres of choice land. The chief was for a little time con¬ 
founded. This was the fairest part of his domain. But he 
was not to be outdone in generosity. “ My pale-faced bro¬ 
ther,” he said, “the land is yours.” After a pause he added, 
with a nod, “Sir William, we won’t dream any more. You 
dream one too big dream for me.” 


ONE EMPIRE—ONE MONEY. 

FRIEND recently raised a question as to the va¬ 
riety of the coinages in use in our different pos^ 
sessions, which is of ver}'^ great importance to an 
empire extending over ever}- portion of the globe. 
A traveller passing from one country' to another is compelled 
to submit to the loss which frequent exchange from one cur¬ 
rency to another entails ; but the inconvenience is aggravat¬ 
ed when the process has to be repeated in lands all owning 
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allegiance to the same Crown. The existence of a uniform 
currency in our various colonies would go far to facilitate 
commercial relations between them. The advantage has 
been to a certain extent admitted by the acceptance of the 
gold coinage of the Sydney Mint as a legal tender in this 
country, but this is only a very short step in the right direc¬ 
tion. So long as different nationalities exist, so long must 
there be different monetary systems ; but we are only add¬ 
ing to a necessarily existing state of confusion by maintain¬ 
ing separate systems of coinage, or, at least, uninterchange¬ 
able moneys, in so many of our foreign possessions. Canada 
adopts the dollars and cents of the United States. India 
has her system of rupees and annas; Ceylon counts her 
wealth in a similar manner. In South Africa, Dutch and 
English coins are employed side by side. Cyprus, again, 
will probably afford a new instance of the inconvenience. It 
would surely be possible to arrange that, even if the coinage 
of the various colonies are not identical in form, the value of 
the pieces should be equal, and that they should be able to 
obtain currency without depreciation of value all over the 
empire. 

EDITORIAL. 

E have to acknowledge receipt of the October 
number of the American Journal of Numismatics^ 
which fully sustains its good name and fame as 
a first-class authority in all matters connected 
with the science. 

From the American Numismatic and Arcliocological Society 
of New York we have, in pamphlet form,— 

“ The Proceedings of the Society at its 20th Annual Meet¬ 
ing, with the Address of its c.^tecnied President, Dr. Anthon,” 
and 
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“ The Use and Nature of Roman Medallions,” by Herbert 
A. Grueber, read before the Society by Gaston L. Fcuar- 
dent” 

Several numbers of Numisnia, published by Edward Fros- 
sard, Irvington, N.Y., are aEo to hand ; without any a^ttempt 
at elaborate treatises or es.'^^ays, this little magazine i^ care¬ 
fully written and filled with numismatic gossip, &cr. Mr. 
Frossard deserves a large measure of succe.ss. 

Catalogues of recent Sales have duly reached us, viz.:— 

Mr. F^rossard’s Sale of September 6th. 

Messrs. Scott & Co’s Sale of October loth. 

Mr. Jno. W. Haseltines Sale of October 30th and 31st 

Sale of the late Mr. Mickley s Collection, November 5th 
and 6th. 

Mr. W. Elliot Woodward’s Sale of the Holland Collec¬ 
tion, November nth to i6th. 

Also, from the Nestor of the profession, Mr. E. Cogan, 
his two sales of September i6th to 20th and October 22nd 
to 2Sth. 

We take this opportunity of returning our thanks to our 
friends for their courtesy ; we are, nevertheless, labouring 
under an impression that we have an apology and explana¬ 
tion to offer. It is with regret we have learned (bothi 
voce and by letter,) that several pamphlets and magazines 
have been sent to us, and have not been acknowledged* ^ ^ 
assure our friends that these have never reached us ton¬ 
ally ; we have reason, however, for believing that they have 
been received and retained by an unauthorized person, t^rom 
changes effected in the personnel of our office-bearers, be¬ 
lieve that no such irregularity will occur in the future. ^ 
our correspondents kindly note that all communicat:ions, 
whether in connection with the Antiquarian, or intended 
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for the Society, should be addressed to P.O. Box 1310; and 
all remittances to the Treasurer, Mr. Geo. A. Holmes, (to 
the same address,) TO WHOM ALONE payments are to be 
made. 

Our correspondents and friends are asked to accept this 
explanation, and expression of our regret that any such un¬ 
pleasantness has occurred. 

We have, also, to acknowledge receipt of— 

Memoir upon the late War in North America, between the 
French and English, 1755-60, By M. Pouchot, translated by 
Franklin B. Hough. Printed for W. Elliot Woodward, Rox- 
bury, Mass. 1866. 2 vols. 4to. 

We desire to return our thanks to Mn Woodward for this 
valuable addition to the Society’s collection—the Maps and 
Plans of the various Forts render it extremely interesting : 
to receive such a donation is a new proof that “ One touch 
of nature makes the whole world kyi.” 

The meetings of the Society (after the summer vacation) 
were resumed this month, but we have nothing of outside 
interest to record. 

Coin Sales. —“ They come not in single file, but in bat¬ 
talions.” We have not space to do more than call attention 
to the various Sales of Coins referred to in our Editorial. 
The four last named are the most important which have 
taken place for several years, especially with regard to Ca¬ 
nadian Coins and Medals. In our next number we shall 
give a record of the entire list of pieces connected with Ca¬ 
nada, comprised in all the sales referred to. 

Newfoundland AND Halifax Tokens. — Amongst a 
miscellaneous lot of Canadian Coins offered by a dealer in 
London, England, we find a Token which we have not met 
with in any previous collection. “P. McCausland, St. Johns.” 
Also, in the Catalogue of Mr. Woodward s Sale, November 
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I ith, ct scq. Lot 1255. — A .•-hip to tlie left—“ Hali¬ 

fax Steamboat Company.*’ Rev. — “Ferry Token.” A 
beautiful little token of copper, half-farthii\^ hize. We have 
110 previoiLs knowleoj^^e of thi.s ; can any of our friend.s fur- 
ni.sh ii.s with information regarclin^^ the.^e two iicnrltics ? 

HuRXiX(f OF Moxtcalm’s Hkad-Ouartfus. —The his¬ 
torical old building on the Gugy farm, at Heauport, was 
burned to the ground on the evening of September 3rd. It 
wa.s here that Montcalm spent his la>t night before his ad¬ 
vance on Quebec. We have de-cribed this intere.sting and 
tinie-honoiired relic in an early volume of the AxtUjUARIAX. 
It is noteworthy that the old hoioe at Cote des Xeiges, 
where the treaty of Capitulation of Canada to Lord Amher.-t 
was signed, was al o destr(;yed by fire a few years back. Sic 
irausiiint. 


I?nT 3 IAN IMKDAL —OUKRY ? 

In “ Lender the Sun,” a .series of hL:says by George Augii.-- 
ta Sala, the novelist, pub!ir.he\i in book-form in 1872, in an 
account of a visit to “ Cuagnawagha,” (dc.) we find the fol¬ 
lowing : — 

“ The Sachem’s house was so full ( f chattels that it looked 
like a broker’s .‘-hop ; and the name cf hi.^ tea-trays was 
legion. He wore on his brea-t, and was evidently exceed- 
ingly proud of, a silver medal, bearing the effigy of King 
George the Fourth, and had, .^o far as I could make out. 
.-erved at some remote period in the local militia.” 

We rather think, however clever at bookmaking, that Mr. 
Sala is not a very accurate numismatist; we expect he refers 
to the medal so well known to our collectors, bearing the 
efTigy of George III, We do not know' of such an one as is 
here spoken of. 

Can any of our readers tell us anything in corroboration 
of Mr. Sala’s description ? —El). Cax. Axtiquariax. 
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FORT ROUILLK— (Fort Toronto.) 

BY REV. DR. SCADDTNG, AUTHOR OF “ Toronto of Old.'' 



was by a popular misuse of terms that the word 
Toronto came to be applied to the small trading 
post or “fort,” established in 1749, on the north 
shore of Lake Ontario, not far from the mouth 


of the Humber. The proper and official name of this erection 
was Fort Rouille, so called in compliment to Antoine Louis 
Rouille. the Colonial Minister of the day. But traders and 
courenrs du bois preferred to speak of Fort Rouille as Fort 
Toronto, because it stood at the landing-place of the southern 
terminus of the trail or “pass,” (teiaiagon,) which conducted 
up to the well-known “Toronto,” the place of concourse, 
the great Huron rendezvous, sixty miles to the north, and 
the popular phraseology ultimately prevailed. In 1752, in 
a despatch to Rouille himself, still Colonial minister, (given 
at length in “ Documents relating to the Colonial History 
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of the State of New York,” x 246. piibli.shed at Albany in 
1858), the Baron de Longueuil, sLicces.*-or to La Jonquierc in 
the Governor-Generalship, refers to the post under both 
names; first speaking of it as Fort Rouille, and then, fall¬ 
ing into the customary parlance, calling it Toronto.” 

The establishment of this new depot of trade with the 
Indians, was due to the policy recommended by the enligh¬ 
tened Count de la Galissoniere, who was appointed adinicrivi 
Governor of New France during the absence of the Marquis 
de la Jonquicre taken prisoner by the Fnglish, />., 1747-49. 
During Galissoniere’s brief reign, an officer with fifteen 
soldiers and some workmen had been despatched to the spot 
indicated, with orders to commence a small stockaded fort 
there ; and La Jonquicre, on his liberation and assumption 
of the government in 1749 simply completed the work begun 
by his prcdeces.^or. He also received authority from the 
home-government to furni.>h the fort with goods suited for 
traffic with the Indians and likely to induce them to resort 
thither for trade instead cf proceeding further eastward and 
southward to the British trading-post of Choueguen, z>., 
O.swego ; and some pieces of cloth, we are informed, which 
had recently been .sent out from France as a sample of the 
goods to be offered to the Indians here and elsewhere, were 
instantly condemned at Quebec and ordered to be sent 
back. “The article is frightful,” Governor La Jonquicre 
and the Intendant Bigot both declare ; “ the red cloth is 
brown, they say,” and unpressed, and the blue is a very 
inferior quality to that of England, and, as long as such 
ventures are .•<ent, they will not become favourites with the 
Indians.” (Documents as above, x. 200.) At p. 202, it 
appears that a fear had been expres.-ed by M. Bigot, that 
the opening of the new trading post at Toronto, would 
injure the trade at the F'orts Niagara and Frontenac. But 
then, it is added, if there be less trade at these two last 
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mentioned.ports, there will be less transportation of merchan¬ 
dize, so that what will be lost on the one side will be gained 
on the other, and it will amount to nearly the same in the 
end. Bigot also had proposed “ to those who will farm, 
(exploiter,) Toronto, to sell their goods at a reasonable price.” 

Garneau, in his History of Canada, p. 116, (And. Bell’s 
Translation,) says that the Fort built in Toronto was of 
.stone, but this was certainly not the case, as is proved by the 
remains of the structure it-elf, and also by the language of 
the official “ Abstract of Despatches ” kept at Paris or 
Versailles, which speaks only of the transport of timber to 
to the spot. It is clear that Fort Toronto was nothing more 
than a stockaded store-hou'^e, with quarters for a keeper and 
a few soldiers, after the fashion of a small Hudson’s Bay 
trading-post. A large portion of the site, which fifty years 
ago used commonly to be visited as that of the “ Old 
French F'ort,” at Toronto, is noiy fallen into the lake, but 
depressions marking the situations of former cellars, and 
portions of loose stone-work connected with ancient found¬ 
ations are still di.sccrnible, as also indications of the line of 
the stockade on the north side. Not many years since, there 
w^ere conspicuous patches of flagged flooring hereabout, and 
remains of a massive chimney or fire-place. The cleared 
space in w hich the old fort stood is marked in an early plan 
in the Crowm Lands OflPice, and shew n also (without being 
designated in terms,) on Sandford Fleming’s Topographical 
Plan of Toronto, 1851. This cleared space is also to be 
.seen plainly marked on the plan illustrating “the Battle of 
York,” April 27, 1813, given by Auchinleck in his History 
of the War of 1812-13-14 and p. 146, and again in that 
given p. 590, in Lossing’s F'ield Book of the War of 1812. 
(The sketch of tht Old French Fort, engraved in the latter 
work, p. 593, is based on a wrong supposition, the artist 
plainly mistook some of the “butts,” put up hereabouts of 
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late years for rifle-practice, as relics of the fort. Vhe spot 
however on which the sketcher represents himself as sitting, 
is really a portion of the site of which he was in que^t It 
may be added that it was the intention of General Dearborn, 
the United States commander of the expedition against 
York, (Toronto,) in 1813, to land his force; at the clearing 
round the Old French Fort, but, as his despatch reports, “an 
easterly wind blowing with violence, drove the small boats 
in which the men left the fleet, half a mile farther westward, 
and beyond an effectual covering by the guns of the navy.” 

The site of the trading es tablishment which was thus de - 
lined to be the initial germ of the present city of Toronto 
is now enclosed within the bounds of the park, appertaining 
Ui the permanent Exhibition Buildings of the City. The 
spot where the po^t stood is exactly in the southwest angle 
of the enclosure, overlooking the lake, and here, commemor¬ 
ative of the fact, a cairn has been erected. It bears the 
folk >wing inscription : 

Tins Cairn 
marks the exact site of 
Fort Rouillk 
commonly known as 
Fort Toronto, 

An Indian trading-post and stockade 
Established, A.D. 1749, 

By order of the Government of Louis XV 
in accordance 

with the recommendations of 
The Count dc la Galissoniere 
Administrator of New France, 1747—1749. 

Erected by the Corporation of the 
City of Toronto. 

A.D. 1878. 
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The fine granitic boulder which bears the inscription was 
dredged up out of the navigable channel which leads into 
the adjoining harbour. It has been allowed to retain its 
natural features. 

It may be of interest to add what was the estimated value 
of the Indian trade at Fort Toronto in 1767. Sir William 
Johnson, in a Despatch to the Earl of Shelburne of that 
date, observes: “ Notwithstanding the assertion of Major 
Rogers, that even a single trader would not think it worth 
attention to supply a dependent port, yet I have heard 
traders of long experience and good circumstances affirm 
that, for the exclusive trade of that place for one season, 
[viz, Toronto on the north shore of Lake Ontario, formerly de¬ 
pendent on Niagara,] they would willingly pay i^iooo, so cer¬ 
tain were they of a quiet market from the cheapness at which 
they could afford their goods there.” And finally, the reader 
who wishes to obtain a lively idea of Galissoniere and his 
times should peruse with attention the carefully-worked-out 
historical tale, entitled Lc Chicn D'Or by Mr. Kirby of 
N iagara. 

WAIF OF THE DISTANT PAST. 

BEG to ask the favor of space in your magazine 
for the in.sertion of the translation of a curiou.s 
and unpublished letter or despatch from the last 
French Governor of Quebec, the Marquis of 
Vaudreuil, written from Montreal, just twelve days before 
the bloody defeat of General Murray, at Ste Foy, on 28th 
April, 1760. The Abbe H. R. Casgrain accidently found it 
in 1870, whilst making a pilgrimage to the shrine at Sainte 
Atme du Nord, County of Montmorency, among other loose 
paper strewing the floor of a room, in a deserted dwelling^ 
next to the Presbyterc, in which an eccentric and well 
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rcmembcrec] agcci prie-it, the Rev, Mr. Rauvo)’^c, had spent 
the latter years of his life. This dilapidated tenement has 
since been repaired and transformeJ into a Convent for the 
Sisters of Charity. 

To whom was directed, asks Rev. Mr. Ca [^rain, this stirring^ 
appeal ? Was it to the father of the Rev. Mr. Rauvoyse, or 
to some one else No address, no superscription to indicate 
this. The invader left deep foot prints at Stc. Anne and 
adjoining parishes in 1759-60. 

J. M. LkMoink. 

(Translation from the Ab^ILLE “j^rd December, 1878.^ 
“Montreal, 16th April, 17G0. 

“ Since the issue of the last campaign. Sir, I have always 
been extremely anxious about the situation to which the 
horrors of war have reduced the Canadians of the Govern¬ 
ment of Quebec, and I was deeply alive to the threats which 
Governor Murray has made in his proclamations, as well as 
concerned at the vexatious proceedings, which without right 
or cause he has inflicted on some of them. , 

The sorrowful state of these Canadians, their zeal for the 
King’s cause, their devotion to their country are all too well 
and too long known to me, for me not to feel a desire to 
retain Quebec, to restore them liberty and deliver them from 
bondage. 

“With this object in view. Sir, in order to besiege this 
fortresse, I have organized a considerable train and a power¬ 
ful body of troops, Canadians and Indians, of whose zeal and 
ardor, the most happy results are expected. 

“I have given the chief command of this army to the 
Chevalier de Levi, marshall of the King’s camp and armies, 
as much because my presence is essentially necessary in 
Montreal, in order to look after the safety of our frontiers on 
the Lakes Champlain and Ontario, as on account of the 
'attachment of this General, to everything Canadian and of 
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the confidence, that our men and the Indian nation.s have 
in him. 

“These forces leave and soon Quebec will be besieged. 
My desire, Sir, is that you,—your officers and all the 
Canadians in your company, should start, on reception of 
this letter and of the manifesto of the Chevalier de Levis, 
and join this General, with your arms and baggage. 

“ I am fully persuaded you will execute with alacrity what 
I command and that your bravery will be on a par with 
that of the troops and Canadians under arms. I may also 
add that I have authorised that General to summon you to 
join him, under pain of death. 

“Your own interests, the interests of your brethren in 
arms in the militia, the welfare of your families and of 
religion, your knowledge of the hatred of the English for 
Canadians, your painful experience of the .severity of their 
rule compel you to this course, nor can you conceal from 
yourselves the thought, that your enemy has in reserve for 
you a fearful yoke, if the whole colony should fall. 

“ You will shortly triumph over this enemy, who must be 
crushed under the efforts of our army, and we have reason 
to believe that powerful succor from France is close at 
hand. 

“Thus, brave Canadians, it is your duty to prove your 
valour in this occurrence, to dare everything and shrink from 
nothing, in order to protect your faith and liberate your 
country. 

“The Canadians of Montreal.—they of Three Rivers, 
elated at the idea of ending your misfortunes, show proof of 
inexpressible alacrity, you are expected to emulate them 
at all points, join your efforts to theirs and even surpass 
them. 

“In the name of His Majesty, (Louis XV.) I promise 
rewards which are seen to come for those, whose zeal will 
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be proved beyond question, but let me also tell you that 
traitors who may turn against their country, will meet with 
the most severe punishment the laws of the King can award. 
“ I am, Sir, Your affectionate Servant, 

(Signed) “ Vaudreuil.” 


THE DUKE OF KENT IN CANADA. 

Quebec, Novtviber 2 \st, 1878. 

HE Vicomtes de Roussy de Sales and de Monterno, 
who arrived here from France on a visit, a short 
time ago, and have since made a tour through 
the United States, have returned to take part in 
the reception of the Marquis and Marchioness of Lome. 
They are of the house of De Salaberry, a most ancient French 
family, whose seat, the Chateau de Fosse, is near the vener¬ 
able town of Blois. Hence they are related to the Dc 
Salaberry family of this Province, whose founder, Michel dc 
Salaberry, arrived at Quebec in 1735 in command of the 
French frigate UAngles^a ; fell in love with Miss Duche^nay, 
the belle of the haute noblesse of that day, married her, 
settled down, and on the secession of Lower Canada to Great 
Britain, returned to old F'rance, leaving his family here. 
The first De Salaberry of the Pays de Basque who received 
noble honors was also a Michel. He was ennobled on the 
field of Coutras in 1557, by Henri Quatre, for an act of 
daring and chanty. “ Force a superb ; mercy a foible,'* said 
the monarch, ** shall be thy deviceand it has continued 
so to this day. During the Paris Exhibition, in 1867, the 
Canadian branch visited the parent stock at the Chateau dc 
Fosse, and this year the visit was repeated, and the Vicomtes 
are now returning it. They will spend the winter and pro¬ 
bably the spring here. 
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The greeting these noblemen and their Canadian relatives 
will extend to the Princess Louise will be of peculiar interest. 
In 1791, when Prince Edward, afterwards Duke of Kent, 
Her Royal Highness’ grandfather, came to Quebec as com¬ 
mander of the Royal Fusiliers, he made the acquaintance, at 
Beauport, of Louis de Salaberry. The acquaintance ripened 
into friend.'^hip, and the Prince was a constant visitor. In 
the long winter nights the house at Beauport used to resound 
with merriment De Gaspe relates that one night Father 
St Laurent, a priest of Beauport, invited an old woman, a 
centenarian, who lived on the Isle of Orleans. The Prince 
took a great interest in her and asked if he could bestow any 
pleasure upon her. “Yes, Your Royal Highness,” she re¬ 
plied gayly, “ dance a minute with me that I may be able 
to say before I die that I have danced with the son of my 
sovereign.” “The Prince,” says the chronicler, “ complied with 
the best po.ssible grace, and after the dance conducted her to 
lier seat and gave her a respectful salute, which she returned 
with a most profound courtesy.” Mme. de Salaberry had a son 
in 1792, and the Prince, after whom it was named Edouard, 
with Mme. de St. Laurent, the Baronne de Fortifson, stood 
sponsor for it. It was christened by the Bishop de Capse, 
and the register at Beauport Church of the date of the 3rd 
of July, 1792, bears the Prince’s signature. This lad, 
through the Prince’s influence, obtained a commission in the 
army. His brother Ignace was favored in the same way, 
and the two young Canadians spent much of their time when 
in England with the Prince and Mme. de St Laurent 
Ignace died of fever early in the Peninsular campaign, and 
l^douard fell in the breach at Badajoz. His Royal Highness 
broke the news of the double affliction to the parents at 
Beauport, with whom he kept up a correspondence until his 
death. Louis de Salaberry had three other sons and four 
daughters, whose children and grandchildren are the De 
.Salaberrys of to-day. 
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TWK BATTLIC OF THF WINDMILL. 

ORTY la-t ruesday there was no small 

rumpus in BnK'kville. Durini:^ the day news 
was broiM^ht by the Rev. Mr. I^lakely that the^r 
Patriot s under the Pole Von Schultz, had made 
i^ood a laiuliiv^at Windmill Point, a mile belov’ Prescott, and 
had entre iched them acIvo . there. As a matter of course, 
thi^news created a threat seiwation in Hrockviile, and there 
was no little mounting and hurryiiv^ in hot ha-te to draw the 
mili'.ia c )rp^ toc^ether to attack' the enemy. IFit few of our 
Brockvike citizens who took part in the battle of the Wind¬ 
mill are now livii'i^. Amon^ the.-e, however, is Mr. L. H 
Burniston, who still holds hi; j^ood conduct certificate i^ranted 
him by the Captain of his company. Dr. Edmondson. 7 'hero 
are a ^ood man)' intere-tini^ reminiscences about the same 
battle of the Wi’idmill. As the battle progressed the 
Americans lined the sliore of the river below Oi^densburg- 
and cheered ever)* apparent succe-^s of the Patriot-. On the 
mornini^ of the 13th, the Patriots were attacked by a force 
of rei;ular.> and militia and were gradually driven backwards 
from the stone walls and earthworks covering their position 
to the Windmill and stone buildings adjoining. Here, on 
the 16th, after about three or four days’ fighting, they sur¬ 
rendered to the number of 130 men. Von Schultz and 
several others of the Patriots were tried at Kingston by court 
martial, and found guilty. The other Patriots were dis¬ 
charged, the most of them being youths under age. Von 
Schultz was eloquently defended by fSir) John Macdonald, 
then a rising young barrister, who won his legal spurs on this 
occasion. He was found guilty, nevertheless, and he and 
nine others, mostly Americans, were shortly afterwards exe¬ 
cuted. The attempt made by the Patriots against Amherst 
burg, at the western extremity of the province, terminated 
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eciiially uri .uccc’.'srul w itli tliat ac^ainh t Pro xott. They wore 
defcatc(.l by Co’. Prince near Sandwich with -evere lo; and 
after varioU'i di-a ters their main body eventually retreated 
to Detroit. Nineteen of them, however, unable to cross, 
were found frozen to death in the woods around the remains 
of a fire they had kindied. With these events terminated 
the la t l^Uriotic ir.va ie.n ( f Canatla.— lU'cckrillc Mvnitvr, 
SK'o'i 'ciiibcr 1 5 ih, 1878. 


THK “UPPKR CANADA PRKSKRVKD” MKDAI 


the fir. t number of the Antiquarian, publi h- 
there appeared an article by 
Mr. Alfred Sandham on the above medal, which 
was issued by the Loyal and Patriotic Society of 
Upper Canada. We then g<ive all the information in our 
possession at the time, and .' aid, “ if any per-on can furnish 
information, we slvdl feel obliged C from that time until the 
present we have been unable to find an)' further trace of the 
matter, until quite recentl)* some record have f.illen under the 
notice of our co-editor, Mr. W'm. McLennan, and we have 
now the pleasure of publi.'^hing the following interesting 
e.\tracts : 

The .Society, as Mr. Sandham e.xplains, was founded to 
provide aid in the.^hape of arms and clothing to the Canadian 
troops engaged in the war, (1812-14.) It was supported by 
sub eriptions from Upper and Lower Canada, Great Britain, 
and Jamaica—Lower Canada as repre.-ented by Montreal 
and Quebec gave liberally, the former sending ^^31307.". 7d, 
and the latter £ 2()2 i 1 is. 7d. 

The medals described in Mr. Sandham’s article were 
ordered as the meeting directed, but years passed without 
any being di.^tributed. At la.st a Committee of the House 
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of Assembly was appointed to inquire into the procecding^ 
of the Society,—it consisted of Messrs Thorburn, McDoncll, 
(G/en^arryXMcDoueW (Sformo 7 i/X\\'oodruff and McMicking, 
—and in February, 1840, they made their report 

From the testimony given, it .seems that one box of the 
medals had been left in charge of tlie Bank of Upper Canada 
—Mr, Ridout said “ that a box was brought to the Iiank of 
Upper Canada in the Autumn of 1822, with a key, by a 
person apparently a servant man. He had been previouslv 
informed by Mr. Allan, President of the Bank, that such a 
box would be sent for safe keeping, that it was of a similar 
description to those used by the North West Company, that 
he opened the box and found it to contain a quantity of 
medals, he believed some to be of gold, but the greater part 
to be silver, it has not been opened since and it yet remain^' 
in the vaults of the Bank.” 

Another box of medals has been in the possession of Chief 
Justice Scott, and at the time of tin' enquiry was in tin* care 
of Mr. Allan as his executor. 

In 1819, as the Society had a surplus of iquoo, and rn 
further calls were made on them for aid, it was deeiiled U 
apply this sum towards a fund for a Provincial Hospital. 

Bishop Strachan, the Treasurer of the Society, win:n ex¬ 
amined said that the chief reason why the medals were not 
distributed was “ the extraordinary lists which were sent in ‘ 
of persons de.'crving medals, whicli far exceeded tlie nurnbei 
the Society were po.sse.ssed of. He recommended tiiat tiu 
medals should be sold and the proceeds applietl to the 
General Hospital. 

The Society held its last regular meeting on the i/th 
October, 1819. The meeting spoken of on page 43, Vol. i 
as being held June 12th, 1813, appears to have been hek 
“ in the Church at York, M.iy i.a, 1815.” 

Mr. Wood, the Secretary, did not know of any medal* 
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bciiii; distributed, so that it is probable that none were <^i\ en 
out before 1840. 

The House resolved,—“That this House is of opinion, 
that it is most desirable that the medals referred to should be 
distributed according/ to the original intention, amon<f the 
militia entitled to tliein and who are now living, and the 
children of such as are dead, that tliey may be retained as a 
distinj^ui'-hed memorial of the gallantry and lov alty of the 
brave and patriotic men for whom they were desii^ned.’ 


IRON MAKlNc; IN CANADA. 



jiEFKKRlN('i tothe notice under the above heading 
in our l.ist number, V'ol. VH, pa.j^^e 90, we have 
received the following from our esteemed friend 
Mr. Henjamin Suite, of Ottawa: 

“ Idle Jesuit Fathers left Three-Rivers and the district in 
1672, and never re-appeared there; consequently, they did 
not establish the lu/r^cs Sai/it-ManriiCy this enterprise havinj^ 
only been .started about the year 1737. This is one of the 
numerous mistakes to be found in the j)rinted j)a})crs, book^ 
iNc., in cemnection w ith d'hree-Rivers.” 


Bl.NJAMlN SULTK. 

Our information was furnished from a friend at Halifax, 
N.S., who would not willingly mislead us, Mr. Suite’s rejoin- 
iler, however, set us to the task of looking further into the 
matter. We have consulted some records in the Library t)f 
McGill College, and select the follow ing entries as throwing 
further light on the subject: 

We have to I hank Mr. Suite for his courtes\ in the 
matter. 

January 16th, 1733.—A partnership was formed of Mr. 
J'rancln ville, Mr. Peter Poulin. Mr. Gamelin and Mr. Cuguet. 
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The st'i^ricury of St. Maurice ^yi\*c ^ it; r.amc tv) the /'cr^rs 
which are not on thi; eij^neiiry, but on tl:c small sei'Micury 
of Preville. 

October, 23rd, 1735.—The widow of Mr. Fran liexil’c, 
Mr. Poulin cTnd Mr. Cuquet in ide a -urnaider to the Kin?^ of 
everything connected with tin* mine-. 

April 22nd, 1737.—The Ki ig a:c:nte 1 the surrender and 
made a new grant to Cugiut, Oamelin, ()!ivicr de Mezain, 
Simon net and Ta clx'reau. 

March 22nd, 1740.—The Kiiig granted a licence to work 
these mines, (called a privilege in the order of Council of 
April 22nd, 1737,) to Mr. I'rancheville 

May 1st, 1743.—The King re-united the Forges St, 
Maurice to his demesne by an order cf State. 


RIMTJF.S TO 0 LM*:RIKS. 



|F de>ire to impress iij)on our friend; the great 
value of this department of our Journal, it can 
scarcely be over estimated. In our lit number 
we put three querie-, and we desire to thank the 
gentlemen who enab'e u> now to furiii-h sati factory .-so¬ 
lutions, and probably as completely a> j)osdb!c to the whole 
of our questions :— 

I. 


Indian Mkdal,—Oi'erv ? 

(Vide Autiquariaud FoL I I, page 96.J 
Although I cannot exactly corroborate the ‘tatement 
made by Mr. Sala in his work ** Under the Sun,” respecting 
the medal which he saw’ worn by the chief during his visit 
to Cuagnawagha. I am in a position to say that to my 
knowdedge there was a medal, bearing the effigy of George 
the F*ourth. given to a chief of the Chippewa 'Pribe of Red 
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Lake, Hudson’.; Bay Territory, in 1823. This medal with a 
was rent out from Irnir’.and for the chief, and was pre¬ 
sented to him by the (jovernor of Osdnboia, There is also 
in tb.e pv)ssession of a <^cnt!enian in Montreal, a small water¬ 
colour j)aintin^^ c f the “ Governor of O.ssinboia and the 
Chiefs aoid warriors of the Chippewa Tribe of Red Lake, in 
council in the Colony Iiouse, Fort Douglas, May 22nd, 1823.” 
In this picLure, the old chief has round his neck a blue rib¬ 
bon from which is su i)ended the medal that had been pre¬ 
sented to him. 

Another in-tance in which medals were presented during 
the reign of George the Fourth, occurred in 1825. Four 
Indian chiefs went to Ihigland on business connected with 
their lands and during their stay they were presented to the* 
King by a brother of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock. His 
Majesty received them very graciously and said, “ I observe 
you have the portrait of my father; will you permit me to 
pre. ent you with mine r The Marquis of Conyngham then 
produced four gold medallions suspended by a rich mazareen 
blue silk ribbon, which the King took successively in his 
hand and said, “will some gentleman have the goodness to 
tic this behind r —upon which one of the gentlemen present 
.stepped forward and received the string from His Majesty, 
tydng the cord on the necks of the four chiefs. 

Montreal, December xjth, 1878, A. E. Bulger, 

IL 

“ A Token which we have not before met with, P. 
McCau .land, St. Johns.”— \^Videpage 95.] 

An old friend, W. W. Lemesurier, Esq., now a resident of 
Montreaj, for many years of St Johns, Newfoundland, says 
“ he knew McCausland initimately, he was a blacksmith, (say, 
a w'orker in metals,) and he produced these tokens himself, 
about 35 years ago; they were rather rude in execution, and 
he has not seen one of them for 20 years ; he, Mr. L., should 
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sny that there were iK^t mere th<in 100 of them struck. 
Mr. Causland left St. Johns many year-; a^^o, and, if living, 
mi«ght be found somewhere in Ontario. Mr. L. adds some 
doubt as to the initial letter, his menior/ serve; to tell him 
that it should be “A. MacCausland, St. john‘>.” 

III. 

Halifax Steam Boat Company, I'erry Token. W e con¬ 
gratulate our friend Mr. 7 'homas Wilson, of Clarence. Ont., 
on having secured this iniiqitc piece at Mr. W'oodward’s Sale 
in November last, and we beg to thank Jiini for his kiiulness 
in sending us a rubbing of the little stranger:— 

Obv.— In field, a side-wheel steamer, with smoke stack or 
funnel. Three masts wnth sails set, bow* prit to left, “ Halifax 
Steam Boat Company.” Rev.—“ Ferry d'oken.” Copper, 
Half-I'arthing size, no date. It is in excellent conditi(,)n. 


THK OLD CLM 1 :TKRV AT ST. JOHN, N. B. 


HILhL on a recent visit to St.John, X.B., we strol- 
I g led into Cemetery Square, now u-ed as a public 

pHce w ith paths running through, the walks were 
laid out w ith concrete. Man}’ of the old monu¬ 
ments and tomb-stones arc still standing covering the remains 
of those buried here a hundred years ago. It,is situated 
about the middle of the Town, and has not been used as a 
burial ground for many years, and it is surrounded by a wood¬ 
en fence, and entered on all sides by swinging gates, well 
shaded by many old trees, w ith here and there a bench for 
the weary to rest Among the many quaint old tomb-stones 
of the olden time, we copied the follow ing 
Here lyes the body 
of Fdizabeth Toole 
daughter of John and 
Margaret Toole who dep’d 
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this life the i6th of August, 1/86. 

Aged 2 years and 7 n.ontlis. 
l^abes and Sucklings all doth meet, 
and lays them.'elves at Christ’s feet. 

Near the foregoing we tound another, reading :— 

Here rest 

The mortal remains of 
The Honorable 
Simpson Salter Blowers 
who for a period 
of thirty-five years 
Filled the office of 
President of H. M. Council 
and Chief JuMice of Nova Scotia 
with di-^tingui hed ability 
and was held in unusual respect. 

He died on the 25th day of October 
A. D. 1842, 

Aged one hundred years. 

The inscription on a hard granite slab, supported on four 
stone pillars, reads as follows:— 

In memory of 
Robert Parker, Esquire, 
who from the first settlement 
of this Province 
Held the Office of 
Store-keeper of his Majesty’s 
ordnance and comptroller 
of his Maje.^tys customs 
at this place. 

The duties of which he formerly 
and honorably discharged. 

He died 12th July, aged 75 years. 

The following, well lettered, on a largj blue slab, supported 
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b\- six stone pillars about a foot from the f^rouiul, read a.s 
follow s :— 

Sacred 

to 

the memory of 

the Honorable John llobinson 
late Mayor of this City 
And a member of his MajeTy’s Council 
in this iVox'ince, 

W ho died in the 8th October, 1828, 
in the 67th year of his age. 

During the Rev'olutionary War in America 
He served as Ideutenant in the 
Lo\'al American Regiment 
raised by his father 
Colonel Beverly Robinson 
Tresident of the Province of 
Virginia 

And on the peace of 1783 came to this IVovince 
where he married in 1787 
l^dizabeth 

Daugliter of the Honorable Chief Justice 
Ludlow. 

Another was a vault, about 7 feet long, 2 feet wide and 3 
feet from the ground, surrounded by an iron rail, the inscrip 
tion on the top slab was thus : 

Sacred 

to the memory of 

The Honorable James Putnam, Esq., 

\Nho was appointed 
a member of his Majesty’s Council 
and 

a Justice of the Supren'.e Court 
In the organization of the Government 
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of this Province 
at its oriiriii'il for-n iti')n 
A. D. 1784. 

Me had bccd for nv’r.v ars before the war 
wliich terniin.iU-d in tlie indej)endencc 
of the United Stete- of America 
An eminent 1 ^: rri ter at Law 
And was the la-t Attorney General 
iiiuier I hL Maje ty 

In the late Province of Massachusetts Hay. 

He died on the 23rd day of October, A.D. 1789. 
Ai^ed (*4 )e:irs. 

In this vault are also 
dcp<ndted the remains of his wife 
and 4 others of l:i-> himily. 

Near by, vvc found the following on a large slab supj^orted 
on six legs, reading:— 

Sacred 

to 

the men 101*)' of 
the Honorable 
Chri .toj)her Hillopp 
A member of Ids Majesty's 
Council in this Province whose 
uncom[)romisirg loyalty 
and di-^tinguidled exertions as 
a Lieut.-Coionel in the Ro\’al 
Cause during the American 
Rebellion obliged him at tlie 
termination of that content to 
abandon w ithout compensation 
Ids hereditary property on Staten 
Island and retire with his family 
to this Colop.y uiierein he lias since 
resided uidversally respected. 

Jle died on tlie 28th day of March 
1827, in the 90th year 

of hi^; age. Jxo. ]bu<N. 
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THE VITALITY OF THE INDIAN. 

T is one of the boasts of British rule in Canada 
and the North-wc-t that the aborii^ines have been 
generally well treated and allowed to develope 
according to their own notions and opportunities. 
The consequence has been, a remarkable prcserv'ation of the 
old historical tribes throughout the Dominion. The Micmacs 
are still strong in Nova Scotia ; the Abnakis hold their own 
in New Brun vvick ; there are deep traces of the gentle and 
faithful Hurons in Quebec ; Ontario has thousands of Iro¬ 
quois and Algonquins within her borders, while Keewatin, 
Manitoba, the Saskatchewan Vkalley, the Rocky Mountain 
region and British Columbia are the homes of tribes quite too 
numerous to mention. All this is gratifying enough, but 
what is really remarkable is the vitality of the Indian tribes 
under the adverse CTCum-tance^ in which they have always 
been placed by the American policy. Notwithstanding all 
the injustice and cruelty they have endured from this cause, 
we arc assured by a writer in the last number of Lippincott's 
Magazine that they have not appreciably diminished in num¬ 
bers during the past hundred years. It seems to be a fallacy 
that the American aborigines ever exceeded the figure of 
three hundred thousand, and that is still about their number 
within the limits of the United States. Montcalm’s Indian 
contingent at Fort William Henry, in 1757, was only 
2,000 to 11,000 whites. The Iroquois of the Lake Champ¬ 
lain region, their old headquarters, numbered 11,650 .souls in 
1763 , and they now count 13,666 ; 5,246 of the Six Nations 
living at Forestville, New York, alone. The Seminoles arc 
said to be more numerous to-day than when they with¬ 
stood, for five ycar.s, the whole military force of the United 
States. The noble Cherokees and Choctaws are perhaps, 
more populous in their Arkansas Reserves than they were 
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fifty years a^o in Geort;ia and Alabani;n The redoubtable 
Sioux are said by Captain Mallei*)' to have quadrupled in 
one hundred and fortv' years, and doubled in twenty-nine. 
Notwithstanding the terrible retribution visited on the 
Modocs, fully one-half of them survive, while tlie California 
tribes still muster three-fourths of their original strength, in 
spite of the ferocious levelling of the “ Forty-niners.” We 
arc informed that fragments of tribes which have for gener¬ 
ations been legally isolated in Massachusetts, on Long 
Island, on the Pamunky, in North Carolina, and other 
Southern States, retain as sound a vitality, both physical and 
mond, as similar bodies of whites would in analogous cir- 
cum tance-. “Indians enough are employed on the boats 
of the Mi ssi'.sippi, Missouri and St. Lawrence, to equal the 
lh*ophet’s force at Tippecanoe.” These facts are interc.>ting 
and important because they lead to the follow ing conclusion 
—that, as the Indian nature, when left to itself, and even in 
the fice of persecution, has conserved itself so well, steps 
should now' be taken ab extra to give it that fuller develop¬ 
ment of which it must surely be susceptible' Hence the 
Indian as a coming citizen should, in Canada, at least, be 
made the subject of further beneficent legislation.— Cauadiaa 
Illustrated Ncu's, 


CURIOSITIES OF CURRIlNCY. 



jHE bank officer who saw a compensating advant¬ 
age from the passage of the Silver Dollar Bill in 
the United States because payments of silver 
would be so bulky as to assist in checking runs, 
and in cases of large amount would render a wheelbarrow 
necessary, probably based his remarks upon a knowledge of 
the experience of the Swedish merchants of last century. 
During that period cop})er was the chief medium of exchange 
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in Sweden, and busine-.s men who went out tr) rolleet their 
bills earned wheelbarrows to contain tlu; cop|'/er drder-. The 
inconve u'ence of sucli a medium kept down trade—a re ult 
wliich tlie Spartans of old .'ou^^ht to obtain by tlu^ intia eduction 
of iron moucy. Cattle were tlie n.cdium. of excharc;e in 
still earlier times, Homer frecjuently xsduint^ the armor of 
his heroes at so many head c f cattle. Indeed it is now 
generally conceded tliat our word pecuniar)^ i> derix ed from 
the Latin /> 6 r//s\ cattle. Sir II. S. Maine, in his intere ting 
Early History of histiiutions, shows that being counted by 
tlie head, the kine were called capitalc, whence “ capital,’' 
“chattel,” and “cattle.” Sk'ins were early used as currency, 
and leather money is said to.have been circulated in Russia 
as late as the reign of I V'ter the Great. Among the fe'.v facts 
that are left m about the laws and u-ages of Carthage is the 
employment of leather currency. M<iize formerlx' circulated 
in Mexico; and in Norway corn is e\en now dejiodted in 
banks, and lent and borrowed. As our Indians u, e wampum, 
the natix'cs of the Ea t Indies, or portions (»f them, haxe re¬ 
sorted to cowry .GiclLs as small money, and a con.siderab’e 
export of them goes on from the Maldix e and Laccadixe 
islands. The h ijians circulate xvhalc:^’ teeth—red teeth ex¬ 
pressing the higher denominations. The ir.troduction of 
.American gold into Europe di.-place;l silver as the common 
measure of value—a po ition it held in Queen I^lizabeth’s 
reign. The hd'ench u-e the xvord argent (diver) as a com¬ 
prehensive term for money, a circumstance illu-trating the 
position the metal once held. A Erencli saraut is of the 
opinion that in the very earlie>t ages stone implements xxerc 
used as the circulating medium betw een tribes. He ba.-es 
his theory on the circumstance that some of the implements 
are made of material not to be found in the region of their 
discovery. In our oxvn colonial period, bullets and tobacco 
passed as currency, and, during the civil xvar, hotel-tickets. 
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car-tickcts, and even shoe-irons were accepted as such. Oh\ e- 
oil continues to be the medium in some of the Mediterranean 
countries, and iar^^e trail .actions have been ba-ed upon it. 
Antiocli and .Alexandria are said to h ive u ;ed a wooden 
talent. Lead passes current in Burmah. Tin farthings were 
struck by Charle-; II. in 1680, a .‘-tud of cojiper beinc^ inserted 
in the mitldle of the coin to render counterfeiting more 
difhciilt, and tin half-pence and farthini^s were u-ed as late a-; 

I ^91 , but never obtained a really wide circulation. Tin coins 
were formerly employed in Java and in Mexico, and the 
metal is said to be still current by weiL;ht in the .Straits of 
Malacca. I he Rus'^ian government, which owns the princijial 
platinum mines, began fifty years ago to coin the metal, but 
after seventeen years of experience gave it up. d'lie appear¬ 
ance of the metal is inferior to gold, and the iact that it is 
seldom or never u^ed for purposes of ornamentation is also 
again..t its use. Neverthele'^.S at the monetary conference 
at Paris, in 1867, the Russian representative propo-ed that 
jilatinum .should be emplo)’ed for the coinage of five-franc 
pieces. 'Pile forms of coins are represented in almost every 
shape, from the gold button or grain of Pondicherry to the 
scimetar-shaped jiiece once employed in Persia. Austria 
finds it profitable to continue the coining of tlie Maria 
There-a silver dollar, with the original design and date (1780), 
because of its great popularity in Northern Africa and the 
Levant. W'hen the British government undertook the 
Abyssinian expedition, the military chest contained large 
quantities of tliese dollars, which are in great demand 
among the natives. In some portions of the Orient porce¬ 
lain coins are usetl, and are quite in demand. 

—- 

SiLVKR CoiNAcn-: FOR China. —The Britisli Government 
is erecting a mint at Hong Kong at a cost of $250,000, for 
the purpose of coining a silver piece for circulation in China. 
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It is intended to take the place of the Anieric in and .Mexi¬ 
can dollar. It is not yet settled what prolpia'tiimal xa’iie it 
shall bear to the sovereiirn, which is the standard coin ('f the 
Hriti'^h iMiijhre. It will be neceear\- to provide tha.t it ; in¬ 
trinsic value shall not be too hii^h, as in that ca'^e it would 
not circulate aloni^side of coins of a lower denoniination ; nor 
too low', for in that case its rej:)ut.ation would be bid anioni^ 
the Chinese and Asiatics generally. 


PRINCK h:DWARD ISLAND COPPKR CURRKNCV. 

I IK Local Governinent is now seliinc; a luindred 
dollars’ worth of copper cents for $90 ; aiul the 
consequence is that this conununity is beinq; 
deluj^eJ. w ith copper <:;f depreciated wilue. d'his 
morning an account for twenty dollars was presented to a 
dealer who offered, in part payment, ten dollars’ worth 
of cents! hN'eryone is com})laining of these cojiiiers. being 
purchased at a discount, they are fa-t dri\ ing siU er and notes 
out of circulation to such an extent that, if their issue be not 
stopped, dealers will soon have to send a horse and sleigh 
after the am<iunt of an ordinary account ; and sellers wiil 
have, jK'i'force, to add ten per cent, to the prices of their 
goods. A merchant w ho has sold a dollar’s worth of goods 
is now' tendered, in pax'ment, a hundred copper cents which 
the Government have issued for ninety cent-, in better money. 
It is needle .s to say that mercllant^> and dealers can’t .-tand 
tin's.— P. /:. Island paper, 

[We ho|)e to obtain further information about this dejire- 
ciated cojqjer currency. W e are of opinion tliat a cjuantity 
of the rubbish w hich we knew* so well in Montreal a few' 
years back, and which w’e are now ha})pily rid of, has found 
its way to our friends in P. Iw I.— Kd. Can. Antioliarian.] 



Digitized by Ciioosle 


Original from 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 




Generated at Washington University in St. Louis on 2020-08-31 21:36 GMT / https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.32044090130964 

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust. 0 rg/access_use#pd-g 00 gle 


.\\1) NlMlSMATir jOl kNAL. 


121 


FIRK AT MONTREAL, 1768. 

LR c.-tecnicd friend, R. A. l^rock, INq., of Rich¬ 
mond, Vin^n'nia, yends us the followin^^ interest¬ 
ing- extract :— 

The Xh'rgiriia 11 i.- torical Society possesses tlie 
MS. Parish Regi>ter of Births, Deaths, aiui Marriages, of 
Sussex County, Virginia, for the {)eriod 1 739 - 1777 ** 
following memorandum appears therein : 

“ Collected for the Sufferers b\' P'ire* at Montreal, A.D. 
1768. 


St. I^aul’s. 

1 

6 ... 

...Caj)t. Briggs, 

St, Andia'u’s. 1 

1 2 

6 ... 

_Major D. Mason 

Nottoway Ch 11 rein... i 

6 

loD.. 

— Col. Claiborne. 

0 

5 

9 ... 

....Howell Jones. 

St. Mark’s Chapel... 3 

1 5 

6 .. 

....Col. Gibbons. 

- C3 


I ’ 



d'his is near the l)ottom of the page, which is frax'ed, and 
all of an additional memorandum, .'•ave “Jaify 1769," ol)li- 
terated. I he Churches named were included in the j)ari'h. 
which appear.-^ to ha\'e been in charge of Rev. W'm. Willie, 
from the commencement of the Registry in 1739 to P'eb. 20, 
1776, all of the entric-s to that date inclusive being wholl\- in 
his liandwriting, 

Fi.OT'SAM and J 1/1 SAM. — We find the following in an 
American paper. W e give it merely as gossij) :— 

Phe officers of the Mint seized and destroyed at Philadel- 
phia recently a number of old dies, u-ed betw een 1806 and 
1820 in making xarious coins from half cents up to half 
eagles. They had been adxerlised for sale in the collection 
of a local numismatist, and the supposition is the enterpris¬ 
ing collector found means to iiave them throw n in w ith a lot 
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of old iron and steel to be sold from the Mint, and then res¬ 
cued them from the old material after they had been bought 
in by himself or some other person. In the hands of coun¬ 
terfeiters the dies could easily have been turned to dishonest 
])urposes. 


KIMSODKS I\ THE EARLY HISTORY OF 
NEWFOUNDLAND. 

(From a Lecture hy Ji:d(;i: Prowsk.) 



.Il' fY years after the Preaty of Utrecht, the poor 
English Planters in Newfoundland enjoyed the 
31 blessin^cs of peace ; but the hj^ht between the 
West Country adventurers and the Planters was 
still kept u|). I'he Devonshire men wanted, a few yearspre- 
\-ion sly, to drive away all settlers out of the country ; and 
an Order in Council was made in 1670 that all plantations 
in New foundland should be discouraged, that the Comman¬ 
der of the Convoy should have a Commission to declare to 
all Planters to come away voluntarily, or else the Western 
Charter should be put in execution, forbidding any one to 
inhabit w ithin srx miles of the shore from Cape Race to 
Cape Hona\ ista. I'ortunately, the Commander of the Con¬ 
voy, Sir John Berry, was a sensible and humane man ; he 
refused to put the Order in operation, and his Report to the 
Committee of Council for trade w as so favorable to the Plan¬ 
ters, and so adverse to the Western Adventurers, that new 
rules were made more favourable to the Planters. 'Phe De¬ 
vonshire men abused .Sir John Berry in every mood and 
tense of objuration, and then commenced tearing down Plan¬ 
ters’ houses ; the fight between the contending parties be¬ 
came hot and heavy,’rind w hen a fight was going on an Irish¬ 
man C(^uld not long keep out of it, so in 1676 w-e find a 
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whole-souled Irishman, John Downing, took up the Planters' 
side, fought it out before the Council, and carried the day. 
The Wcht Countrymen for the time were worsted, but un¬ 
dismayed they returned to the charge with characteristic 
obstinacy. They admitted that Planters in moderate num¬ 
bers might be convenient for the preparation and prcseiAa- 
tion of boats, stages, and other things necessary for the fish¬ 
ery, but they argued with profound sagacity that they should 
never be allowed, on any account whatever, to exceed one 
thousand. But notwithstanding Sir John Northcote, (Sir 
Stafford’s ancestor,) Sir William Courtnay and Sir Thomas 
Carew, and many other worthy Devonshire Baronets and 
Squires, the benighted Newfoundlanders persisted in cling¬ 
ing to the Colony, and the little Terra Nova children grew 
and multiplied in spite of Orders in Council and West Coun¬ 
try protests. One idea appears to have haunted the mercan¬ 
tile mind of those days, and that was how to get rid of their 
servants’ claims for the balance of their wages. According 
to their lights, they did their level be>t ; the\- gave them 
goods at long prices in the spring, they kept liquor going for 
them all summer, and then at settling time they finished 
them off w ith debts, grog scores, and ciiarges for neglect. 
Nothing marks our progress so much as the fact that a fish¬ 
erman must now receive his balance in cash, and may drink 
all the .season through at his employer’s expense, without 
incurring any legal liability to pay for his liquor. 

After the English took possession of Placentia, in 1713, 
the first difficulty that aro>e was about the disjX) al of the 
P'rench houses and lands. Oueen Anne had agreed, in con¬ 
sideration of the PTench King releasing a number of Pro¬ 
testant slaves from the galleys, to permit the French inhabi¬ 
tants of Placentia who would not become her subjects to sell 
their houses and land.s. Queen Anne conhrmeu the title of 
all who bought from the P'rench ; and a lai*ge (juantit)- of 
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land and moms now in IMaccntia arc hcUl imdcr tlicsc titles. 
Many French continued tiiere u}) to 1716, and e\’en a feu 
t ears later, and j^ave much trouble In’ encoiir.i^iinj^ Ib’scay- 
ans to come there. In 17S2 Ford \\*re Heiuclerck was ap¬ 
pointed Commodore on tlie station. Jle took L^reat interest 
in Newfoundland, and was to have been appointed (bner- 
nor ; but as this woulii necessitate tacatin^ his seat in Par¬ 
liament, Cai)tain ( )->borne was a})|)oinled. Placentia, w hich, 
was then under the (lot ernmer.t of Nova Scotia, was sepa¬ 
rated from that Colon)', mid all put under Osborne as Cjo- 
vernor of New foundimul, w ho had jiower to ajipoint Ju-ticcs 
of the Peace, d'he first idea wa^. to -end some one with. 
Ford V’ere who was skilled in tlie Faw ; but instead of a 
lawyer the)' sent out a naval officer. Captain Osborne, Com¬ 
mander of II M. S. SqninrL and ele\en Faw Hooks. Ford 
\\;re came with him in the 0a/<7v/, besides her ^unsshe 
carried wei<^ht)' artiller)’ in the form of e’ew'eii sets of “ Shaw 
Practical Justice.-^ of the Peace,” each impre. ed on the covers 
in Li’old letters with one of these titles: Placentia,^St. John's, 
Carbonear, ikay of Hulls, St. Mary’s, d'repasse)’, i'erryland, 
Ha\' de Wrd, Prinit)' Hay, Honax ista, Old Parlekin in New¬ 
foundland. riiese b(H)ks (I wonder what has become of 
them?) mark the end of the second jieriod (.)f New foundland 
I l istoi')’ and the commencement of real i^o\ eminent in New¬ 
foundland. justices of the Peace were ajijiointed in the se- 
\eral localities named, Phese distinguished judicial func¬ 
tionaries had two eminent (jualities—they were profoundly 
ionorant (T law, and they had an immense idea of their own 
importance. Clothed with all the dic^nitv af office, rejoic¬ 
ing^ in the confidence of their Sovereign, and holding their 
])atent of authority direct from the fountain of hoiniur, they 
did a deal of roui^h justice in a promiscuous sort of way. 
'Their records, thoir^h very dull and pros)' — as such docu¬ 
ments generally are — are xaluable historical documents. It 
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not them too h-i;‘hl\' to say tii.it they w ere a lO'eat 

inijirovement on the J'i hinL;' Aciinirals. u ho kej^t no recoivls, 
tortile good and ;il!-^uhieic:nt reason — the)' could uciiJur 
rt'ad jior icritc. What a hi-^torv' it would ii.i\’e been if all 
liicir c[ueer diangs had been put on p.iper. 'J'lie Admirals 
were not to be done awa\- witii ail at once; the Ju.tices 
were to assi st the Commodore, and the Admirals were to 
U v-i-.t the Ju ticesand they sat al! together in Court. And 
iK.w, ha\ ing b;*oughl tlie.e deS'iiitor)’ epi. odes down to this 
point, I shiiW connne my. elf lor tlie concludon of tin’s Lec¬ 
ture to tile jn\)ceedings of ller Majest\’'s Ju'-tices of the 
I’eace for tile t<)w n and fortiv.^^ of Placentia, taken from their 
records. Amongst the early name.; in the^e records, di.^tin- 
gui .lied amongst mail)’ celebiMled men. is tli.it of d'homas 
tirave.-^, Cajitain II. M. S. One c innot peruse 

these musty old jiajiers without forming f.inc)' pictures re- 
sjiecting the characters of tho-e whose acts are recorded 
tliere. I mu.st confe.^s to a strange liking for tin’s line na\a! 
officer. 'Pile co(d inethodical wa)’ in wJiicli lie issues his or¬ 
ders to defend tlie Colon)', (then attacked b)' the I'rench.) 
his care for the forts and militar)’ stores, the digiiit)’ with 
which he ’pre ides in the Placeiiti.i Court, then iield in a low 
<ling\’ room in d'honuis Keiined)'’s hou w*, his admir.ible and 
lucitl judgment-, hi. freedom from the bigotr)’ of the age, 
mark the high ([ualities of one w ho, in .in age of n.iv.il heroe-, 
was .imor.gst the nnot di'.tingui.shed., and who.-e g.'illantr)’ in 
Corel Howe's actio:) of June 1st, 1794. mainly contributed 
to that g.dlani x ictorw d'he (ioxermnent eif Newfoundl.ind 
seems to liax'e been gixeii to lii-tiiigui-hed olficers, amongst 
w hom are tlie honoied name, of H) ng. Hard)', and, lastly, 
the gall.int Rodne)', .ill of w liom governetl the Colon)’, and, 
ill their capacit)- as Commodore, sat on the Pl.icentia Hench. 

d'he Ju-tices and the (loxernor exercised the most extra- 
ordinai*)’ power i ; one of their efh^rts in this wa)' de.^erves 
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recording; it is dated 1760, and the Governors name wa-. 
James Webb. It goes on to say—“Whereas a number of 
Irish adventurers are in the habit of coming to this country 
not in the regular way of the fishing business, and not con¬ 
tributing to the support of the Colony ; and whereas it i- 
necessary to build Court Houses, Jails, and Stocks, be it 
therefore ordered, that every Irish boat-keeper shall pay 
twenty shillings a year, and every common Irishman five 
shillings. 

In 1769, the Hon. Levison Gower, being Surrogate, and 
sitting in Court in Placentia, laid down the following Rules 
of Law :— 

That a constable had a right to beat an) one, in carrying 
out the law. 

That he had an action against everyone who interfered 
with him in the discharge of his duty. But no action what¬ 
ever can be taken against him. 

Captain Molineaux Shuldam is answ erable for the follow¬ 
ing dicta: 

Selling liquor without a license—j)unishment, bani>hmenl 
from the Countrs’. 

“All idle and useless women to be punished accordingto 
law, and then sent out of the Country.” 

A very curious case between parties residing at the Ram 
Islands, Placentia Bay, came before the Court, which illus¬ 
trates the social character of the age. John Gumby, Plain¬ 
tiff, sued John Heffernan, Defendant, for carrying away his 
wife. Defendant pleaded that he bought the wife from her 
Uncle for .;^20 stg. Judgment, damages £20 stg. It ap¬ 
pears that these learned Justices were not satisfied with tax¬ 
ation ; they carried their authority still further and made 
tlie merchants write out their prices, which were submitted 
to them, whereupon an agreement was made that these 
should be the prices for the sea on. In these records is the 
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copyofan aj^reeincnt made between Simon Honeybiirn, on 
behalf of W’illiam Turner and the underwritten Planters as 
to prices. 

On the 20th July, 1786, a great event happened in Pla¬ 
centia. On that day arrived Mis Royal Highness Prince 
William Henry, (afterwards William IV.) He came with 
a commission as Surrogate to preside in the Placentia Court, 
d o show their devotion to the house of Hanover, there was 
a great accession of Protestant feeling, and they displayed 
their respect for His Highness by promulgatir.g an order on 
that day— 

“ That no more Catliolics >h<^uld be buried in the gra\ e- 
yard." 

One of His Royal Highness’s judicial decisions was given 
on the next Sunday, and is thus noted in the Record— 

A riot hap{)ening (Ui shore at 4 o’clock, and the Magis¬ 
trate, attending to suppress it, was insulted, d he Prince 
came on shore with a guard of marines, arrested the ring¬ 
leader, called a Court, and sentenced the ringleader to re« 
cei\e 100 lashes — he was only able to receive 80. AVa/ 
inquired into the facts of the case ; (and report has it 
that they had whipoed the lorong man.) 1 here are many 
stories floating about the Colony respecting His Sacred 
Majest)’, William IW, during his stay in Newfoundland. 
One story goes, that Mr, \\ arren, afterwards a partner in 
the firm of Stuart ^ Rennie, (the present Surveyor-General’s 
father,) was going along in the evening to his house, and 
as the flakes co\ ered the streets in those days, he carried a 
lantern. .Suddenly a per-on took the lantern from him ; he 
recognized the Prince as the person who took his lanteriy 
and His Royal Highness walked before him until they ar¬ 
rived opposite to where his ship lay at anchor, ddie Prince 
then wi>lied him good night and returned him the lantern. 
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Another ^tor\’ i-. about a Licutenar.t’s wife, who ;^'ut lieT 
husband’s (.'oinj).uu' for him by pre-entiiy^ 11 is Majesty w itli 
a Newfoundland wihi i^oose. I he last .-tory, howexer, i- 
the be-^t : An old i^entleman who knew the Ih'ince well w lie:! 
he was liere, called on him at Kcnsiiy^ton Ikilace. 11 is Ma- 
jest\’ was delighted to see him, and ga\e Iiim a glass of 
calabogus--spruce beer and rum ; they had a j);ea-.'int cliat 
o\ er their glass and pipe, d'he Newfoundland gentleman 
thought it W(uild be the right thing to ask after the Oucen‘> 
health. His Majest}' said Oueen Adelaide was quite well, 
and would have had much pleasure in seeing him, but un- 
fortunateh' it w as 1 tell the stor\' as ’tis told 

to me, and if you don’t credit it, I can only say. in the words 
of an immortal official of the Assembh'- - “ If you doidt be¬ 
lieve me, ask Richard.” 


THh: AMIHHCAN INVASION.—1812-13. 

(From tiik Toronto \\’i:i:krv Groh!;.) 

NTO the various causes which led to the American 
^>1 invasion of Canada in 1812-13, we do not pro- 
enter \ery fully in this -place. The.-e 
matters liave already been treated of at length 
in a sketch of the life of (ieneral I^rock, and ail tliat w e have 
to do w ith them at present is to show' to w hat extent the iiw 
vasion directly affected the tow ii of Y )rk. A very few worct-^ 
will suffice to explain the situation of affairs at the time 
w hen the foot of the invader for the fii>t and—let us hope— 
for the last time trod the .streets of our capital. 

On the i<Sth of June, 18 12, w ar w as declared by the United 
States against Great Hritain, and General Brock—who, in 
the absence of Gc^vernor Gore, was ITesident and Adminis¬ 
trator of the Government in the Upper Province—at once 
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made ready to defend hir. tni A. He h<id convened Parlia¬ 
ment at York in the precediiv^ month of h'ebriiary, and in 
his openinc^ address had referred to the possible difticulties 
witli the United States. He had. indeed, looked upon tlie 
war as probable iov sevend years pre\ ioii>ly, and had to some 
dejj^ree been makini^* ready for it, but to {:)lace tlie Province 
in an efficient state of defence w ith the limited means at his 
disposal was sim|)ly imp(*ssi})le. 'Phe colony wa^. yount; and 
poor, its extent lanj^e, and its })opulation small. Phe first 
complete official ceii'^u^ of U[)per Canada had been taken 
duriiif^ the precedinij^ \ ear (181 i), and showed the entire po 
|)uiation of the Province at tliat time to be only 77,000.— 
Brock’s force of regulars did not exceed 1 sOO men, and tlie 
frontier to be defended—exclu-ive of Lower Canada—w'as 
about 1,500 miles in length. (ira\ e doubts were entertained, 
too, as to the lo)'a!t)' (»f a considerable [)art of the population, 
many of wliom were emigrants from the United States. Gen. 
Ih'ock was at York when lie receiveci iiitellioence of the de¬ 
claration of war. Tlie militia of the Province w ere at once 
called eait to be despatched to the frontier.. d he summons 
was promptl)^ reqionded to, and fron. one end of the coun¬ 
try to the other a .scntimei't of patriotism wa.s evoked which 
conclusively proved lluit the bulk oC the inhabitants were 
loyal to British C(')miection. d'his sentiment was conspicu- 
oii.-ily di'pla\'ed in and around the little ca|)ital. A troop of 
\'olunteer cax alry was rai-ed, and a compaiu' of \'oim;L^ men. 
most of whom w’cre sons of farmers in the neij^hborhood, 
came into tow n w ith draught horses for the equijirnent of a 
car-brigade. Phen followed the campaij^ns of 1812, beLtin- 
niru:^ w ith I lull’s WY-tern invasion and repulse at P)etroit in 
the month of July. Phis was followed, on the 13th of Oc¬ 
tober, by tlie battle of (Jueenston I {eights and the death of 
General Brock, who, almost with his last breath, directed 
Lieutenant-Colonel Macdonnell to “ Pudi on the \"ork Vol- 
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iiiUccrs.” I'A’t ry one knows the result of the battle. Upon 
the w hole, the Kepublic had little reason to congratulate it- 
•^elf upon the success of its arms during the campaign of icSi 2. 

In these eve nts \’()i*k was interested only in common witli 
the rest of the I Vovince, but a time was not far distant when 
the little capital it>elf was to become the scene of hostile 
t»j)erations. After the death of (leneral Brock, the chief 
command of the troops and the administration of the aliair^ 
of the Province devolved upon Major-General Roger II. 
Sheaffe. This gentleman was an American by birth, but 
was British in his proclivities, and had fought on the British 
Hcle in Holland and elsewhere in the Old World, as well as 
at Oueenston Heights. In acknowledgment of his ser- 
\ ices on the last-named held, he was created a baronet early 
in 1S13. I'here is no good ground for impugning his lo}\al- 
t\- or counige, but as we shall present!)' see, his subsequent 
militar)'.career in L pper Canada was not a success. He 
continued to retain the command during part of the cam¬ 
paign of i<Si 3. On the 25th of February he convened the 
Parliament at Y'ork, and several important measures were 
passed during the session. The Americans, meanwhile, 
smarting from the ignominious defeats of the previous year, 
were making great pre[)arations for the ensuing campaign, 
and expected that Canada would fall an easy prey. The\' 
massed large armies on the frontier, one of which was to 
make a descent upon the tow n of V’ork. Their plan of ope- 
raticuis was matured by General Dearborn and Commodore 
Chauncy. It was settled that a joint land and naval expe¬ 
dition should attack and capture York, and then cross the 
lake and reduce P'ort (ieorge. .All arrangements having 
been made, General Dearborn embarked about seventeen 
hundred troof)s on be)ard a fleet of fourteen ves.'^els at Sac- 
kett’s Harbour. On the 25th of April the Expedition sailed 
for York Harbour, and on the morning of the 27th this for¬ 
midable armament appeared before our capital. 
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The appearance of “ Muddy Little York*' at thi'i time 
thus described by the American historian, Mr. Lossing, in 
his “Field-Book of the War of 1812”:—“The little village 
of York was then chiefly at the bottom of the bay, near a 
marshy flat through which the Don, coming down from beau¬ 
tiful fertile valleys, flowed sluggishly into Lake Ontario. It 
gradually grew to the westward, and, while deserting the 
Don, it wooed the Humber, once a famous salmon stream, 
that flows into a brond bay two or three miles west of the 
town. In that direction stood the remains of old Fort To¬ 
ronto. On the shore eastward, between the present new 
barracks and the city were two batteries, the most easterly 
one being in the form of a cre.'^cent. A little further east, 
on the border of a deep ravine and small stream, was a pick¬ 
eted block-house, some entrenchments with cannon, and a 
garrison of about 800 men, under Major-General Shcaffe. On 
Ciibraltar Point, the extreme western end of the peninsula 
that embraced the harbour with its protecting arm, was a 
small block-house ; and another, seen in the engraving, stood 
on the high east bank of the River Don, just beyond the 
})resent bridge at the eastern terminus of King and ( 2 ueen 
Streets. These defences had been strangclv' neglected. Some 
of the cannon were without trunnions ; otliers destined for 
the war-vessel then on the stocks, were imbedded in frozen 
mud, and half covered with snow. Fortunately for the gar¬ 
rison, the Duke of Glouas/er was then in port undergoing re- 
|)airs, and her guns furnished some armament for the bat¬ 
teries. These, however, only amounted to a few six-pound¬ 
ers. The whole country around, excepting a few spots on 
the lake shore, was covered with a dense forest.” Such was 
York in the month of April, 1813. 

General Dearborn himself being in indilVerent health, he 
remained on board the Madison, the Commodore’s flag-diij). 
and placed the landing forces under the command of Briga- 
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c;ie‘r-( icMK Tiil Tike. I lie tre h)])s lantic'tl hrlv. cl ;i c iL’lit and 
nine o’clock in ihc niornin^'. I'lic landin;^ \va > cllcctcd aliout 
two mile. wc>t of where the town tlicn w.i-. or alxwit liaif a 
link* bcNoiui tile old 1 ‘rench fort. It w.c^ intended to land 
tartlK'r ; liut a strong ea terly wind d;v)ve the boats in 
which the troojis wc-re embarked towards the mouth. cT the 
1 lumbe r. rile exact jilace of landinj^ ma\’ be easil\- itlenti- 
f'led b\- reference to the accoiiipanx in;^ plan, which also de- 
j)icts the site of the ()ld I'ort, and other p( i:its of interest tt) 
which we shall have to refer. 

Idle van of the in\ailing forces wa> led b\’ an American 
oliicer named h'ors) th, who landed hi^ nieti from two A//- 
tcaux in spite <d the deteiaiiined re-i-tance of Major (iivens 
and a Miiall force m.ide up of about .-ixtv Cd<.‘:'^arr\- h'enci- 
b’es. and a (vw Indiaiv, who had conccsi'ed thenisel\e> in 
the w o('ds near the shore. I he invader > were scxai rein- 
f>!'ced by the main body of the .American tr;u»p> under brlp^- 
adier-( ieneral I’il.e. Madoi- ('lix eiis was at the oime timere- 
infoi'cedi by two companies of the .'‘dh or Kind's Regiment ; 
also b\' a bodiv of ab(»ut 2CO militia, a.nd by fift\- regulars of 
the Newfoundland Kepiment. Idle 1 ,liter reinforcement-, 
howe\er, onl\ made the < j)po-m;4 army ab< ut 550 stronp, 
whereas the .\meric.ms had lamha! iiearU’ twice that num¬ 
ber ( f men. ( )ur little b.uid was C( nipelled to retreat east¬ 
ward from (Uie position to anoth.er alonp the lake shore, tlie 
.Americans follow ira^ w ith their ra tillery. f\^nnaxlore Chaun- 
ce\ , meanw hile, had moved Ins I'leet to lu ar llu* entrance oi 
the harbour, and kept up a ^ailin^ fire of prape shot u|:on 
our rcAreatino troi ps. and also ujjon the W cstern Hatterw 
(Sec* plan.) Idle American lrcH»ps lira! ad\anced eastward 
to w ithin a hundred yards (»f tlie main batter\, wl.eii the* 
iiiaLta/ine blew up, wiiereby tw(» of our men w eie killed. I his 
explosion was the result c f accidient, the ina.L’.;/.iiU‘, in the 
hurry of action, lia\ in^; been caielessly left o])c 11. Majc'r- 
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(':C!Hral Shcaffc, who had been entrenched here, at once re¬ 
treated witli his men to the Malf-Moi^n I’attery, a little far¬ 
ther to the east. Tlie American:; followed up their advan- 
tac’^e, and Sheaffe .uid his troop^ were compelled to retire to 
the (harrison, fri.)m wlience a brisk fire was oj)ened iij)on the 
advancing- Americans. I'he latter had reached a point about 
t\v(') hundred yards to the west c»f the (jarri>on, where the\’ 
had ccune to a temporar\' halt. Ju-l tlien a rimiblinct of the 
round was felt, and in another secamd there was a tremen¬ 
dous explosion. For ;; momer.t the tow n anal the waters of 
the lal.e >eemed to heai\e to and fro as thouc^h imj)elled b\' 
a mij^ht)- earthqualve. d he >ecret of this connnotion was 
that Sergeant M,ir hall, an I‘a'qli:h ctTicer on duty at the 
in i^a/ine, liad blow n it uj), to j)rc\ent tlie enemy from q;ain- 
in<q possession of the larqe cjuantity of powder— no less than 
500 barrels — w hich was stored there. 1 he effect of the \<^- 
nition of sucli a cjuantit\ of {gunpowder must Inaxe been ter¬ 
rible indeed, d he air h'r several hundred y.irds round in 
every direction, for a siiv^le moment, ^eemed to he charged 
with frn<4ments of timber and ^reat boulders whicli had 
formed part of the walls of the magazine. Wdien the smoke 
cleared away it disclosed a sickening .'-cene. More tlian two 
hundred Americans lay strewn upon the ])l:iin, many of them 1 
mortally hurt, and fifty of them killed outrifj^ht. iXinoni^ 
tho-e morlally wounded was the youn^ Hri^aciier-dieneral 
liimseif, who was crushed by the shower of stones, and died 
w ithin a few hours afterwards. 

i\Iajor-(jeneial Shea.lk*, all throu«j^ii this contest at Xd>rk, 
.'■eems to lia\'e lost his lieaal. His preparations for the de¬ 
fence of tlie tow n had been a]to<4ether inadequate, and lie 
did m t e\en turn to the best account sucli insiifhcient means 
as he had prepared. He axailed himself of tlie confusion 
follow int; the explosion to beat a retreat. He placed him- 
.-elf at tlie liead of as man)* of tlie rci.,mlars as he could *;et 
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together, and after destroying the frames of two ships on the 
stocks and a magazine of stores in the harbour, made the 
best of his way across the Don and retreated towards Kings¬ 
ton. When a few miles on the road thither the retreating 
forces were met by the light infantry of the King’s Regi¬ 
ment, on their way to Fort George. The latter, upon re¬ 
ceiving Sheaffe’s communication, wheeled about and retreat¬ 
ed with him to Kingston. Little York was thus left with¬ 
out any- other defence than was afforded by the militia, who 
were brave and loyal to the core, but who were too few in 
number to make any serious resistance to such a force as that 
of the Americans. To prolong the seige would have caused 
a great and useless effusion of blood. The town was accord- 
ingly surrendered, the conditions agreed upon being that 
the prisoners taken during the action should be ])aroled ; 
that there should be no interference with private property ; 
and that all public stores should be surrendered to the Ameri¬ 
cans. 

The entire loss on our side during the seige was about 52 
killed and 87 wounded. The American loss was consider¬ 
ably greater, owing to the mortality consequent upon the 
blowing up of the magazine. One noteworthy casualty of 
the siege was the destruction of our little Parliament Build¬ 
ings. It is said that when the Americans entered the Le¬ 
gislative Chamber they found a human scalp suspended di¬ 
rectly over the Speaker’s chair. It seems that Commodore 
Chauncey presented this trophy to General Dearborn, who 
in turn forwarded it as a prize of war to the Secretary at 
Washington, who, however, declined to use it as a decora¬ 
tion for the walls of the War Department. The Parliamen¬ 
tary Library and all the public papers and records at York 
were burned, and, according to a contemporary document, 
the church was robbed and the town library totally pillaged. 

General Sheaffe’s conduct of the defence of York was un- 
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'satisfactory to other people be.sielcs tile inhabitants of the 
place. A month later he was superseded in the command 
of the troops in this Province, and thereafter took charge of 
the troops at Montreal. His successor in Upper Canada 
was Major-General (afterwards Baron) De Rottenburg. 

The American occupation of York at this time was only 
a matter of four days. Having achieved their object in cap¬ 
turing the stores there was no good purpose to be served b\’ 
iiolding the place any longer. The troops were accordingly 
re-embarked on the Lst May, and made sail across-the lake 
to Fort George, whither it is not necessary that we should 
follow them. Their treatment of the inhabitants of York 
during their brief occupation of the place w as upon the whole 
not more reprehensible than was to be expected. 

Commodore Chauncey and his fleet paid another flying 
visit to York on the 31st July following. The conduct of 
the invaders on this occasion was not such as to reflect cre¬ 
dit upon those in charge of the expedition. They landed 
several boats full of troops at the site of the Garrison, which 
had been blown up during their last visit From here they 
])roceeded eastward into the town, of which they took im¬ 
mediate possession. They opened the gaol and liberated 
the prisoners, .<ome of w hom were confined for felony. They 
entered private dwellings and mercantile establishments, 
seizing the contents, and in several instances grossly mal- 
Ireating the owners. At midnight they returned aboard 
their fleet, but landed again next day and committed similar 
depredations. Three armed boats were sent up the Don as 
far as they could get for the shallow ness of the water, in 
search of further plunder, but none was to be found there, 
rhe men then returned once more on board the fleet, set 
fire to the barracks, storehouse, and wood-yard on Gibraltar 
Point, and at daylight next morning once more set sail fur 
Niagara. 
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Such is a brief epitome of the hi-tof \’ of th.e two descent- 
which ha\X‘ been made by a f(M*ei'j^n invaalerupon the capited 
of Cpper Canada. 

Towards the clo-e of tlie year 1 aeutenant-CTeneral Sir Ciov- 
don Drummond arrived at York and assumed tlie military 
command, as well as the civil control, in the Province, (n^- 
vernor Gore bein^^^ still abamt in h'ui^land. General Drum¬ 
mond coTuened Ikarliament in the followini^ I'ebruar\-. The 
Parliament buildincts having been destro\ ed, the session was 
lield in the ballroom of Jord<in’s York Hotel, on Kim^ Street 
h'ast — a well-known hoii-e of entertainment in its day, but 
wliich has lon^ since disappeared. Durini^ this session se- 
\eral beneficial measures were passed, including oiie wliich 
authorised the a[)i)ro})riation of £C\ooo sterlii'o for roads and 
bridges. On the 24th of December following, tluCrreaty of 
Ghent put an end to hostilities between Great P)ritain and 
the United States and the inhabitants of \’ork were not 
subjected to any further depredations on the J3art of Repub¬ 
lican invader-. 


THK PIR.ST PRINTING IN A.MICRICA. 

rilD Rev. Jesse Glover, a wealthy dissenting; 
cleri^vinan, may be considered the father of tlie 
American printing press, d'his benefactor of the 
infant colony of Ma sachu.-etts, was early en- 
^a^ed in pursuin;^ such measures as he jud|^ed would be for 
its interest and prosperit\'. Amono- other thiin^'. he was de¬ 
sirous of establishing a press for the accommodation of tlie 
business of the Church and State, d'o raise a sum su/Ticienl 
to purchase printing materials, he contributed liberally him¬ 
self, and solicited aid from others, in hm^land and Holland. 
In 1638. Mr. Glover having obtained the means, procured 



Digitized by Goosle 


Originai from 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 




Generated at Washington University in St. Louis on 2020-08-31 21:36 GMT / https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.32044090130964 

Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust. 0 rg/access_use#pd-g 00 gle 


.\ND numisaiatk: journal. 


137 


L(ood printing apparatus, and eiv^agcd a printer to accom- 
jjany it to New Eni^land. Mr. Glover, with his family, em¬ 
barked in the same vessel ; he, however, died on the pas- 
>a^e, and his widow and children, after their arrival, settled 
at Cambrid^^e. Stephen Daye, (the printer eng ii^ed by Mr. 
Glover,) by the direction of the magistrates and elders, hav¬ 
ing erected the press and prepared the other parts of the 
apparatus, began business in the ftrst month of 1639. The 
hr t thing which issued from the press was The Frecnicvis 
Oath; the second. An Ahiiauac ; and the third. The Psalms 
in Metre, 

Samuel Green, the succesa>r of Daye in the printing busi¬ 
ness, was in Cambridge eight years before the arrival of 
Daye from England. Green probably obtained a knowledge 
of the art from Daye, as he was not known as a printer un¬ 
til about the year 1649, Mr. (ireen died at Cambridge, in 
1702, aged 87 years. Fie was esteemed for his virtues, and 
was the fithcr of nineteen children. For a long period, 
many of his descendants been engaged in the printing busi¬ 
ness.— Barber s History of Neno Pngland. 


THE OLD REGIME; 

A Vd( i:-RKr;AL Dinnkr of 1792. 

1 ' is nineteen years since the IVince of Wales laid 
the foundation stone of the magnificent pile to 
whieii his ro)’al :;Eter and her lunband will be 
conducted on the opening of the Parliament of 
1879, with ceremonies of state surpassing anything of the 
kind ever seen in Canada since the good old days just after 
the conquest, when the Ivngli.vh Viceroy at Quebec played 
the part of the Kin.g with all the royal outfit and properties, 
the crown only excepted. Prince I^dward, the Princess 
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I.ouisc’s ^n'aiulfatlicr, not then Duke of Kent, loecl to take 
j):irt in the ytate cereinonie; of those daw-. His Ro\'a] High¬ 
ness, w ho w as in command of the Royal I*'usi!i‘ers, Ii\ ed w itli 
Mine, de .St. Laurent at Haldimand Hou-e, near the Falls 
of Montmorenci. I'here, on the da\' of tlie oj)eninc^ c)f the 
House of Assembly, he j^a\ e a dinner in the old k'rench-Ca- 
nadian style to Lord Dorche ter, the (jovernor, the leading 
Members of Parliament. hi> brother officers, Chief-Justice 
Sew ell, and members of the ancient noblesse, not for^ettin^' 
Pere Per\\ the .Superior of the Recollets and the last of the 
Canadian line of the friars of St. k'nincis. 

A dinner at Haldimand House was a formidable affair, 
very different from the stiff and (‘xcessi\ely genteel state 
tlinners at Rideau Hall. Pile quests came in their cariokw, 
and, after throwing otT tluar hea\ y furs, w ere ushered by a 
peruked lacke\' into tlie dra\rin;4-room, where His Royal 
HiL;hne..s and Mine, de St. Laurent receixed them after the 
eourtlx' fa-hion of that a;^e. d'he ISisilecn* officers wore their 
L^a\' uniform, the uniform (‘f Marlboiaaii^lfs guards at Hlen- 
heim, and the tiohlrssi' their cpieues and satin coats, w'ith 
jjlusli stockinets and slipper^ with hui^e silver buckles. I'he 
ladies alo wore satin,— mouw*-coloured satin beinet then the 
ra^as—a.nd were lirilliant in flounce and furbelow with ruf- 
tled collar^ and faces dotted witli tho->e little black patches 
of olaster wliich in lenetland had so shocked Addison, By 
and bx'e a servant aprieared with a silx er tray bearinet tlie 
ee///> (lappttit —bnindy for the i^entlemen and a i^entle cor¬ 
dial for tlie ladie^. d'his was the signal for the statel)' march 
into tlie dinino-room. His Ro)'al HiL;hnes< leading with oiu 
t)f tlie ladies of the Jioblcssc, ^enerallx' with .Mine, de .Sala- 
berrx', to whom he wa-> greatly attaclied. I'he cainpaii^n— 
for there were gastronomic j^iants in those da\s who reckon¬ 
ed the w atches of the nif^ht b\- the number of empty liottles 
—opened with >oup and saluKai (*r whiteh-h from tie* North 
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Shore, and white wine. Then follow roast partridge and 
capons with noycait, and tlie joint with abdnthe, and then 
came the piece dc resistance —the pie. And such a [)ie ! It 
would have appeased a Roman glutton. Its contents were 
as follows, to wit: One fat turkey, two partrid^^es, the backs 
and thighs of two hares, and a capon, the whole co¬ 
vered with slices of rich bacon and seasoned with onions 
and spice and just a da di oi noycan. It was baked in the 
brick oven in a hu^e earthenware dish ; the crust at the 
bottom was an inch thick and at the top three inches. Tliis 
hea\'y covering was necessary, for if the pie burst during the 
process of baking tliat was an end of the dinner if not also 

the attendant cook. I'hey could not play “Hamlet" 
without the Dane. Brandy was the only fit conipagmvi dc 
voyage for such a dish ; the ladies drank white wine with it 
and sometimes a petit verre of absinthe if the cure w as not 
at table. I'hen came dessert, which consisted of yalettes of 
sugar, croquecigtiolcs, which were tartlets of rasj^berry, and 
eggs a la iicigc, grapes and raisins w ith brand}’, noycan, w hite 
wine and cordials. 

It was now 9.30 r.M.—the party had been three hours at 
table—and the ladies retired with Mine, de St. Laurent and 
p!a\’ed cards, the game of four-five-forties, resembling some¬ 
what the ancient Irish game of fort\’-fives, wherein the “five 
fingers ’’ is the best card and the ace of hearts a perj:)etual 
trump. His Royal Highness and the gentlemen sat on. 
Time was made for slaves, d'lie cellar was stored now' for a 
six months’ winter. Toward midnight h'ather Bery and 
Father Renauld, the cure of Beauport, would withdraw', for 
the next da}’ was a day of abstinence, but they left the com¬ 
pany their blessing. I'oast followed toast in rapid succes¬ 
sion. They drank to King George and rose and said, “The 
King—God bless him !” ; to the Old Regime ; to one ano¬ 
ther; to the Army and Navy; to St. Francis d’Assissi ; 
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Wolfe, His Holiness the Pope, Montcalm, Jacques Cartier; 
in short, to everything and everybody in the living present 
and the immortal past, promiscuously. Father Hery, who 
had served in the French dragoons before taking to St P'ran- 
cis, and was therefore an authority on such matters, had de¬ 
creed that it was not etiquette for any guest to fall under 
the table until His Royal Highness had first performed that 
rite ; and as the Prince was a hard-headed drinker, it was a 
task of no small difficulty for his lieges to keep their chairs 
until he made the grand coup. The bell of the little church 
at Beauport was calling the devout to matins ere the surviv¬ 
ing remnant of the company shuffled into the hall and arous¬ 
ing the sleepy butler of the old chatelet, bade him call the 
ladies and prepare the carioles for the return journey to Que¬ 
bec. The state dinners at the Castle St. Loui.s, at which 
Lord Dorchester presided, were simply rehearsals of those at 
Haldimand House. Those were the vice-regal days of 1791- 
’93, They do things more decorously in these days. 


THE MONTREAL HERALD. 

E have recently had the opportunity of looking 
through the ^first volume of The Herald^ which 
is now in the 68th year of its existence, its first 
appearance having taken place October 19th, 
1811 ,—Printed and Published by William Gray, 17 St. Paul 
Street. 

P'roni its first number we extract the “ Editorial Article” : 
tup: art of printing 

“ Is the only true Black Art that is known to us. It is the 
Magician that works wonders. A free press transforms a po¬ 
litical desert into a Paradise, the night of superstition into 
the day tide of truth. Introduce a press into Turkey, and il 
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will be I'lirkey no lon^aT. It is this wand which 

is now diffusing the beams of li^ht over South America, and 
preparing the citizens of Caraccas for the e:ijo\'ment of 
liberty. But to work .ill its wonders, this Magician must 
be left at liberty, it must not, like the necromancers of old, 
be circumscribed within a circle. The ample earth its area, 
and the arch of heaven its dome. 

“The best practical rule of morality is, never to do but 
uhat we are willing all the world should know.” 

Bolitics are, of course, beyond the purpo.^e of rnK Anti- 
(^)UARIAX, but we shall be s.afe in sa\’ing that The Ihrala 
has, through its lengthened existence, uj)held its standard 
manfully, and in troubled times lias always been in the thick 
of the struggle, and can refer to this first cleclanition of its 
principles, with a feeling of faithful performance of duty. 

In its number for Dec. 9, 1811, we find, under the head- 
ing of Quebec, the following pithy News Summary—“ Noth¬ 
ing interesting.” 


NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCJKTV 

QF MQNTRKAL. 

• 

ME monthly meetings of the .Society have been 
held regularly, with a full attendance of mem¬ 
bers, and the interest has been well sustained. 
At each meeting interesting exhibits have been 
made, and valuable donations to the Society’s collection 
have been reported. 

At the December meeting, a very handsome collection of 
coins and medals was shown by Mr. Gerald E. Hart, most 
of them having been purchased by him at Mr. Woodward’s 
sale. Amongst them, we have especially to note, a Medal 
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(No. 1) of the Association of Arts and A^^riculturc of On¬ 
tario, /// co/^pi'r, 

A medal was lianded in by' Mr. R. \\\ Mcl.achlan, as a 
donation from Mr. W’ilmot, Registrar (^f tlie University' of 
.New brims wick. 

At the meetiiK^ held in January', the Curator, (Mr. McLen¬ 
nan.) re|)orted. liavinj^ {)urcha-ed -everal j)ieces for the col¬ 
lection, the most important bein<j^ a “ Xo\a Scotia and New 
Hrunswick Success," (Sandham, \o. 21,); this |)iece is in 
very l^ooiI condition. 

The followini^ donations were h:mded in 

Mr. diaries d'. Hart—.\ lot of various cojijier coim . 

Mr. (i. A. Holme" — An Indian Rujiee, "Victoria Lm- 
oress." in fine condition. 

Mr. R. \\\ McLachlan — .\ white metal d'empei'anci* 
Medal (Canada), d Ids medal has been previously described, 
but the maker’s name—"Davi-, Birm."—is omitted in the 
present specimen, new dies haviin^ been prejiared in this 
City by' Lyml)uri:er. 

Idle .Society' of Arts and At^riculture, Ontario—A Brenz'' 
Medal, (Xo. 2,) executed by W’yon. ddiis is the medal now 
14iveil by' the .Society' as a jiri/.e, in <^n>ld and silver. 

Also, a Medal (Xo. 3) in ic/iitc uutal, different from the last, 
but the same as the one /// copper, exhibited by Mr. Hart at 
the December meeting, d his medal is no lon<;er in use by 
the Society' ; but the pre.^ent specimen was struck in Mon¬ 
treal, the die haviin^ been borrowed for that purpose. 

d hese medals were presented through the kindne.^s of Mr. 
J. R. Crait^, Secretary' to the Society' of Arts and A^^ricul- 
ture at d'oronto ; and it is especially'to be borne in mind, 
that the Society'’s medals are in t^old and silver only', but 
these (Nos. i and 3) have been struck in this City', without 
authority. \\A may add, tliat there is still another medal 
for Life Membership of the Society', but w e are as y et unable 
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to dc>:cribe it, the clic'> 1ki\ iiiL; been obtained from the die- 
sinker in I'oronto without the consent of tlie Secretary, and, 
s(^ far as we know, have not yet been re 4 ored. 

Mr. JI. Mott—A \\ aler!(K3 Meda.i, in silver, struck to 
coninieinorate tlie opening of W aterloo llridou, London. It 
i^ remarkable for its bearing the bust of (L‘oroe, I’rincc* of 
W elles, (afterwards (jeori;e IV.,) ;is Prince Rei^ent. 

A Sil\ er .Medal o\ Henrietta, (/ueen of Charles I., and 
.\ small Pattern piece of Oueen Idi/.abeth—“A Ihedge of 
a l*enny,”—bu-t of tlie (Jueen, and on tlie rever-e, a mono- 
i;iMm of tile name i'JizabilJt. 

I hese three pieces are in \ery line condition. 

IIoiiv i'^Ir. Chauveau (IVe.a'dent,) presented a jiiece of Ca¬ 
nadian oak. taken from the shi'p wliich was wreck¬ 

ed in tlie Harbour of Quebec in 1750. It was blown up 
b)' tl)namite, and a portion cd* it .secured by the lifting 
barite of tlie Quebec Harbour Commissioners in the fall of 
1S7A 

W e ajipend a full Kc'jiort of the Annual Meetini^, which 
w c‘ take from the Mouircal Herald :— 

“ Phe Annual Meetin;^ of this Societ)’ was held on Tues¬ 
day evenino (Hec. 17), in the Library of the Natural Histor\- 
Societ}', I'nixersity .Street, the Hon. P. J. Q. Chauveau, 
President, in the chair. I'here were a lari^e number of inem- 
bers present ; ;miono' whom were noticed Major Latour, Hr. 
Peers, and Messrs. (k*rakl 1 C Hart, Charles P. Hart, d'hos. 
Crai^, John Horn. W in. McLennan, Col. DXfrscinnen.s, C. 
('u.shiiw^, R. W\ McLachlan, Ci. A. Holmes, R. .S. Weir, W . 
A. W'eir, IL Rose, L. M. Lew is, W. Hrysdale, Thomas Jubb. 
vvc., Nc. After some donations had been received, the Prea- 
Mirer read his Annual Report, which showed a small b.il- 
ance in faxourof the Societ}’. He also submitted a state¬ 
ment of the Caxton Celebration accounts, which show that 
the .Socii'ty has suflered much })i'cuniar}- loss in connection 
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v\ ith tliat occasion. The Curator’s Report sh(»\\’cd a small 
increase in the number of the Coin-, and ^^ed:lls in the So- 
ciet\’’s Colh'ction. I'he election of Office-bearers was then 
proceeded with, and the result of the ballot was as follows : 
— President, lion, lb J. (). Chauveaii. re-elecied by accla¬ 
mation ; 1st V’ice-Pre-ident, Henry Molt, re-elected ; 2nd 
Vdce-President, Major Latour; Curator, \\ nu McLennan, 
re-elected by acclamation ; Trea.^ Li.er, G. A. Holmes, re¬ 
elected ; .Secretary, I'homas Jui)b ; P'ditinc^ Committee of 
‘ The Canadian Antiquarian and Xumi inatic Jouinal,’— 
Messrs. Henry Mott, W'm. McLennan, and Thomas Jubb. 
The pac^es of I'/ic Antiquarian are alwat's well filled with 
X u m imat i c, A rch aeol ( ^ica 1 , Hi -ton'cal, anei other reading, 
and it is iinaluable to an\' one interested in miy of tliese 
branches of Science. \\ c hope to - ec its circulation widely 
extended. Idle .Society de. erves cnalit and encouragement 
in its laudalde elborts to promote the study of the Xumis- 
matics and Archmoloqy of Canada. It i^-, we beliex e, the 
only one cd'the kind in the Dominion, and wt* would recom¬ 
mend any of our readers who feel interested in tliese sub¬ 
jects, to add their names to the roll of member.diip, 'Phe So¬ 
ciety is endeavouring to .secure a suitable n'oni in which to 
arrai^ge its collection and hold its monthly meetings. TIu* 
members are determir»ed to labour to make the in^titution 
a success—the \ aluab!e collections and store ( f information 
which they have gathered being good proof of the love which 
they have for the >ciencc.” 

KDITORIAL. 

\\ c ho})ed to have had an illu.stration to accompaii}' our 
«irticle on the Old PMrt at Poronto, but hat e been disap¬ 
pointed, and reluctantly issue tins number without it. W’c 
expect to supply the deficiency in our next issue. 
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THK MASSAGXOG ROCK. 

i;V A. J. n. IIALLPLNNV, RLNFRIAV. 

NV of the objects forming the picture.sque .scen¬ 
ery on the Ottawa District are as yet little known 
to most Canadians, and one in particular, not 
only for its interest as a national wonder, but also 
for the antiquated evidence of the Red Indian’s art connect¬ 
ed with it. 

About fifty miles south-west from Renfrew, in a pine and 
rocky country, is a lake called Massagnog (or Michinog), 
five miles long and two wide, and forming the head waters 
of the Ontario Mi.ssi.ssippi River. From the bottom of this 
lake, forming part of its wide shore, there rise; an immense 
rock 750 feet high and one mile long; 4C0 feet of the 
rock is above water, and the higher part is half a mile long, 
rhe rock is approached from the opposite shore in a canoe 
or boat. Nearing it in your bark, you have a scene the sub- 
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limity of which is equalled by a few places in Canada. No 
marks of civilization are in view, nothing but solitude and 
the grandeur of nature—to the left a blue expanse of water 
wddens out, having some rocky islands in the distance — 
away to the right the same water narrows till only a few 
hundred feet wide ; and behind you the shore contrasts 
widely with what is in front—it is irregular with bays, slopes 
gradually, and is covered with low bush and tall green and 
dead pines—while in front is the long unbroken stretch of 
rock towering maje.^tically above everything else. How im¬ 
mense this rock seems ! When you are some hundred feet 
from it, a feeling that some of it might topple over on you 
is not easily got rid of 

The surroundings and rock were the haunts of the Red 
Men. A battle was fought on some part of the low shore 
—there might have been one on the rock, and as you look 
at its dizzy summit you cannot help but imagine an Indian 
battle is waging there:—Wild yells resound through the 
woods, arrow^s are flying, while scalping, shooting from be¬ 
hind trees, and other characteristics of an Indian engage¬ 
ment are going on vigorously ; at last one party becomes 
w'eaker, are hard pressed, and sooner than be taken prison¬ 
ers by their opponents they drop over the abrupt verge of 
the rock—their wild death-song echoing painfully against 
the rock as they fall w ith a fast increasing velocity, and with 
a loud splash sink in the deep blue water of the lake. And 
now w e expect almost to hear one of tho.se splashes. 

The rock is one of the granite kind, having various colour¬ 
ed strata, which gives it a beautiful appearance, but what 
appears most prominent are the veins of white quartz running 
diagonally across the face of it. On the top of the rock there 
was once a green pinery, but the ravages of fire destroyed 
this, and now there are only black ramdikes, which deterio¬ 
rate from the once verdant appearance of the rock’s summit. 
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A man taking out logs thought to shorten the distance of 
drawing by letting them fail off the rock on to the ice be¬ 
low. The experiment was highly successful as far as short¬ 
ening the distance was concerned, but every log that fell on 
the ice broke into piece . 

On the face of the rock, ju^t above the water, are a num¬ 
ber of painted design-, executed with some pigments by the 
Red Men of tinier gone j)ast. Animals, men, deer drawing 
sleds, hunting scenes, and various devices; arc clearly de¬ 
picted in red, to a scale abc:)ut one-fifteenth the original size. 
But what seems strange is that one of the pictures is that of 
a veritable camel, bearing three armed men ; ahead of the 
camel is a dead-fall ; and to one side arc some armed men 
waiting in ambush. From this it appears there must have 
been camels in America at one time, and have since become 
extinct, or that they were im[)oited from Asia in some man¬ 
ner ; but anyhow we are myvtified about that camel, and 
would like .‘'ome arch;eo!ogist to explain. There are other 
odd pictures, but they were submerged by the water at the 
time we vidted the rock in June, 1878. Whatever might 
be the material with which the pictures arc painted, it is 
\ary indestructible, since, for the last twenty-five years, on 
account of a dam at the foot of the lake, the water has most¬ 
ly all the time covered them, l^ut they will be eventually 
destroyed by the wearing away of the rock. 

Silver is said to abound in the rock. Years ago, a man, who 
came amongst the Indian . discovered a cave having untold 
quantities of silver in it. He built a shanty over it and co¬ 
vered the mouth of the cave with a flat stone. We forget 
what became of the man, but any amount of hunting has been 
made for the remains of hi; shanty. A person told me that 
he once came acros; it, but t!ie forest fire; sfune ycvirs ago 
destroyed all traces, and he ha; not been able to find tlie 
place ;ir*ee. 
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There are . c\ cral ca\es about tlie rock. 

At a |)lace called Cloyne, hve luile; soiitli of tlie lake, a 
silver mine Wiis in operation at the time I passed there la^t 
summer. 

d'o reach Massaj^no^ Lake from Renfrew, you ^o to Dacre, 
then to the Aladawaska, crossing; at Griffith, then to “ Dutch 
John’s”; from there )^ou can take the Addington Road 
down to the Lake. On that part of the Addington Road the 
country is very rough and poor for agricultural purposes. 
Along it m gv be seen the abandon.ed slianties of settler.> who 
took uj) land when the road was fir.-^t built. 

'Fhe best time to visit tlie rock is in September, althougli 
a trip there at an.)- time will amply repay the visitor. 


j ra(lmi:nt ox Tin- lrilxch colony oi* 

CANADA. 

E gi\'e tl'.e following extract from M. Pouchot's 
“ Memoir upon the late W’ar in North America, 
between the French and English, 1755-60;” re¬ 
cently presented to the Numismatic and Anti¬ 
quarian Societx' of Montreal b\' Mr. W’. Pdliot Woodward, 
R()xbur\’, Mass:— 

Canada was first settled by fishermen ; by individuals 
w ho came to trade w ith the Indians,—by discharged soldiers, 
and finally b\’ people w ho had been sent thither from France 
under li tfirs dc cachet. Some of these latter, were for three 
years before they could recox er tlieir libcrt\’, and others were 
for life. .Some others, if not the greater number, had been 
sent out b\' the Seigneurs of the ce.untr\’ to establish them¬ 
selves. 

'I'he lands had been at fint ceded by the king to the fo¬ 
reign mi' ^i^l'^, tlie Sulpicians, the Je:uits, and to officers. 
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1 licre were found in Canada few land.**', and perhaps none^ 
that belonged to the merchants or peasantry. 

That which still further contributed to the increase of 
these establi.-hments wa.s the discharge cf the Regiment of 
Carignan, of which all the soldiers became coloni.sts, and the 
officers, proprietors cf the lands belonging to the laity.* Such 
were the actual sources of population of this immen.se coun¬ 
try. It appears : trarge, from the little care and aid given to 
increa.sc it, that this colony, which was so long very feeble, 
and often ready to perish with mi.sery from the little help it 
got from France, should, notwith.standing this, have gained 
a population of thirty thou.sand souls.t From this we may 
infer that the climate is fine and the .soil fertile. It is not 
unusual to find from grandfather to grandchildren, as many 
as sixty per.son.s. 

The Canadians are very well formed, robu .t, and active, en¬ 
dure pain and fatigue admirably, and are accustomed to long 
and painful journeys for their trade, which they accomplLsh 
with great address and patience. The.se voyages are usually 
made very deliberately, on account cf the kind of life which 
they lead on these occasions. They are brave, love war, and 
are ardent patriots. They evince a strong attachment to 
their mother country, and their little knowledge of the w'orld 
renders them volunteer braggarts and liars, being little in¬ 
formed upon any subject. 

I'here is no country where women lead a happier life 
than in Canada. The men .show them great attention.s, and 

* riiis occurred al)oiit a cciUiiry previous to the time the al)Ove was written. 
— Kl). 

t This is a ^rent error. Ry a census taken about the middle of the century, 
it appears ll\at the colony of Cana<la then had alx)ut 8S,ooo souls. The last 
vnumerat.on, by liovernor Varlton, brought up the population to 153,000, of 
wh.cli was 3,coo were Knglish and Protestants, who had settled here since the 
peace. T'lie latter held all the commerce in their hands, and sought to make 
lliemselves sole masters of the administration.— A'o/l in Original. 
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.^parc them all the fatigue they can. W’c mi^ht also add, that 
they deserve all this, beinj^ modest, of comely figure, viva¬ 
cious in spirit, and full of intrigue. It is only through .them, 
that their hu bands procure employment that puts them at 
ease and above the common lot. There prevails in the vil¬ 
lages, a tone of good society which we would not expect in 
a country so remote. They dance and demean themselves 
very gracefully, and thi ; without master . 

I'he Canadians are generally religious and of good morals. 
I'lie voyageurs arc but little trusty in the affairs of trade, 
rheir priests rc. train them severely, being their temporal 
and spiritual masters, and have brought all under their sway, 
even to the general and intendant. for it would be a misfor¬ 
tune for the two latter not to secure their good will. I'he 
curates are rich and removeable. The bi-hop of the greatest 
diocese in the world,— that of Quebec, has rents of sixteen 
thousand livres, and is responsible only to the pope. 
.Since the death of M. de Pombriant, the Krgli-h have not 
nominated one, and the whole country is under the direction 
of two grand vicars.* 

The Governor of Canada is al^o Governor of Loui-iana. 

* 'I'lie famous lull of I774, nIlo\ve<l the Unnadian c:Ulu)l.cs to h;ne a b^sht)]). 
but U])on condition lliat he should not lx; consecrated in t rance. 11 .ey raisetl 
all manner of clamors and troubles from tme cause and another in lin^land, upon 
the promulgation of this h.ll. T'his justifies the reflections of the author of Orsi’/ - 
‘. ations sur Ic traitc dt' paix conclu a Paris cn 1763. See pa«;cs 80, 81.— Ar/-' 
in Orii^inal. 

Mor. Henri-Marie-nuprlcl de Ptmbirand arrived at ( Uielx'C, in .\u<;ust, 1741. 
and took ])CssesMon of the office of ILshop on the 30th of llial month. He died 
at Montreal fune 8, I7fx>, and to the last was a strong adlierent to the French 
interests. On the day that capitulated, he addressed a mandate to all 

the faithful of his diocese, tend.ni; to exc te a ]Kitriolic feel.n^. lie was suc¬ 
ceeded by Jean Olivier Uriand, who came over as .secretary to ronbirand in 
1741, was ch.osen to V»c Bishop of (Juebec Sept. 11 , 1764, went to Kngland. 
was ajiproved by the Kini;, and after bein^duly confirmed, returned to Canada 
in June, 1766. lie d.ed June 25, 1794- ^ urnal, ii, loS ; Li.tc dm ' 

p. vi, vii. - Fl). 
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Althout^h clolhcd with ample authority for the police (T the 
country, and negotiations with the Indian^; and foreigners, he 
is greatly restricted by the intendant, who i; ab olute ma^er 
of financial matters, is charged with all the trade and 
justice, and is at the head of the . overeign council of the 
country. 

The trade of Canada is made on the king’s account, and 
by individuals. Fhe intendant has the general direction cf 
this bu siness. The king has magazines at Quebec, Montreal, 
St.Johns, Chambly and Carillon, and for the post> further u[) 
rX La Presentation, Niagara, Frontenac, the fort at the port¬ 
age, at Presejue Isle. Ri\ ierc aux IWnifs, and at 1 ^'or't Du 
Ouesne. 

The magazine at Quebec is a depot to suj)ply that at 
Montreal, and also issues supplies for trade with our domi¬ 
ciliated Indians, the Abenakis, and others down the river. 
The magazine at Montreal furni. hes merchandi es to all the 
posts above named. Its trade directly with the Indians was 
but small, until the king apointed a commissary. These mag¬ 
azine i furnish all the provisions for the war, as well as for 
trade and for the king’s .service. They also in part suppl)' 
the artillery. 

The king has at all theve place.s store-keepers nominated 
by the intendant, to whom they report direct. I'he inten¬ 
dant has under him a commi.ssary of ordnance of the Ma¬ 
rine, who remains at Montreal to attend to the details of the 
upper country. 

Munitions, provisions and goods, intended for trade or 
l)resents to the Indians, come from Prance in vessels laden 
on the king’s account. The Bureau of the Marine furni>h 
all the.^e effects, and many therein concerned have doubtless 
an interest in the purchases. 

They .send venture.s, which amount in every way to the 
best j)ossible account, and which apparently thev ])a\' to tlie 
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kin^^, over the footing of current merchandizes in Cmada. 
Hut the greatest evil is, that they send goods which are not 
proper for the Indian trade, such as large mirrors mounted 
upon morocco, silk stuffs, and remnants of various other fab¬ 
rics, handkerchiefs, hose, and in short all the remnants of the 
shops. The intendant who was attached to the marine, dar¬ 
ed not refuse all these articles, and sent them in form to sep¬ 
arate stores, where they spoiled, or were stolen, or were turn¬ 
ed to other uses. They made reports of consumption at 
the end of a certain time, and the money paid for them by 
the king, w'ent into the pockets of those furnishing them, and 
all the loss was his. We should add to this, the damages un¬ 
avoidable in a long transportation, and what would be stolen* 
The funiisheri having thu> a great profit upon the lo;-e ;. 
while the king sustained them, although the profits upoa 
trade in ordinary times was very great,—or otherwise no pri¬ 
vate persons would have washed to engage in thi> trade, es¬ 
pecially in the most remote and aImo>t inaccessible re¬ 
gions. 

The goods for Indian trade, are guns for hunting, lead, biill-, 
powder, steel for striking fire, gun-flint \ gun-screws, knives, 
hatchets, kettles, beads, men’s shirts, cloths of blue and red 
for blankets and petticoats, vcnnillion and verdigris, yellow’, 
green and blue ribbons of English weaving, needles, thread, 
awls, blue, white and red rateen for making moccasins, wool¬ 
en blankets, of three points and a half, three, two, and one 
and a half Leon cloth, mirrors framed in wood, hats trimmed 
fine, and in imitation, with v^ariegated plumes in red. yellow, 
blue and green, hoods for men and children of fringed rateen, 
galloons, real and imitation, brandy, tobacco, razors for the 
head, glass in beads made after the fashion of w'ampum, black 
wines, paints, &c. 

The Indians give in exchange for these goods, the skin; 
of roebuck^', stags, bears, beavers, otters, pecans, squirre’s. 
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martens, lynxes, foxes, muskrats, woodmts, wolvc -, caribous 
and moose. They trade also for bread, pork, ralt, prunes, 
molasses, all kinds of meat-, and fish, bear’s oil, which the>' 
value more than goose oil, and the down of aquatic birds. 
All these ditTercnt exchanges, are reduced in value to the 
beaver skin,which is commonly.reckoned as a bottle of brandy 
of thirty sol. The pound of castor is valued at four livres, 
ten sol; and skin; weigh from two and a half to three pounds. 
The price of our goods varies with the distance of the local- 
ity. 

The store keepers at the king’s posts, were alone charged 
with this trade, and accounted the product to the intendant. 
The commandant had a right to see that the Indians were 
not cheated, and to take of these goods what he thought 
necessary for presents. The different interests of these per¬ 
sons often made them disagree. The governor almost al¬ 
ways found them wrong and recalled them. To avoid these 
embarras^sments, it was usually enough for them to come to 
some understanding, when they could conduct their affairs 
together. 

The posts in the interior of the country were assigned to of¬ 
ficers in favor. Rank was counted there as nothing. They 
took with them a store keeper w'ho was to trade on their ac¬ 
count. As they had no money, they found merchants at 
Quebec and Montreal, who supplied upon credit all the goods 
necessary, which they called equipping them. They agreed 
upon their prices, and gave peltries to the merchants in return. 
They had to earn profits for both parties. These officers 
often had occasion to negotiate for the king with the na¬ 
tions near their poit ^, and to give them goods as presents. 
They were paid by the intendant, upon the approval and or¬ 
der of the governor. This.occasioned many hypothecated 
accounts which turned to the most certain profit of these 
commandants, especially in time of war. 
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These commandants as well as private traders, were oblig¬ 
ed to take out licenses from the Governor which co^t from 
four to five hundred livres, in order to be allowed to carry 
their goods to the post, and to charge some effects to the 
king’s account. This feature*always presented a prominent 
obstacle to trade and establishments of Canada, as they were 
obliged to take out these licenses every time they wished 
to go into the interior of the country. The mo.^t distant 
posts in the north-west were the mo-t highly coveted, on ac¬ 
count of the abundance and low prices of peltries, and the 
high price of goods. 

A third kind of trade was followed by the.se traders, or 
conrcurs dc boisy who, having laden .•^oine canoes with mer¬ 
chandize, and halving the licenses, went to the homes of the 
nations out.side of the gates of our posts, where they a- 
waited the Indians in their villages to which they followed 
them, till their return from the chase, and came back after 
trading, with their canoes laden, at considerable profit. 
Those especially who wxre in condition to purchase goods 
at first hand, made a fortune very quickly, but to do this, it 
was necessary to determine to lead a most miserable and 
painful life. These different traders, upon their return to 
France, might show’ an amount of two millions five hundred 
thou.sand livres. 

To the details here given, M. Pouchot had added some 
observations upon the value which Canada might have been 
to France if they had better known it.s resources, and had 
improved the great advantages which the soil and situation 
of the country offered ; but as the author had only intro¬ 
duced the subject, and promised at some time to return to 
it, and to further explain it, and as w e have not found these 
papers with further remark.s, we have thought proper to .sup¬ 
press the more early and therefore more superficial and un¬ 
finished one.s. As for the rest, he advances nothing in the e 
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but what the Abbu Ra^ nal has ^cen and discussed with care 
in his work, where he has had the courage the first to rise 
above the unjust prejudice., which the public had acquired 
against the French colonies upon the continent of North 
America ;—prejudices which they were forced to justify in 
the course of the Memoir, printed in the EpJic me rides du 
Ciioycn. Because the government had committed faults in 
tlie administration of the colony of Canada, ought we to con¬ 
clude that it wa. worthless and that wo should congratulate 
ourselves upon it i loss ? Such, nevertheless, when reduced 
are all the ai^uments of our economist; a member of the 
political sect which always takes enthusiasm for reason, and 
w ho himself, the slave of his sy.'^tem, makes everything yield 
to it. and in doing this pare.i neither paradoxes nor contra¬ 
diction of words. 


FOUR CONFEDERATE COINS. 

Dr. B. F, Taylor, Secretary and Treasurer of the Board 
of Health of this State, posse.ss:e.s a coin which numismatists 
would greatly covet. It is one of four half-dollar pieces, 
Coined for the Confederate Government, and Dr. Taylor, 
who was then chief coiner, was instructed to submit to the 
Cabinet, then in Montgomery, a design for a new currency, 
the dies of the United State:, having been destroyed. The 
design was approved and orders issued for the striking off 
of ^ome specimen pieces. Four half-dollars were coined and 
the design adopted. 'Die project of i-suing a currency of 
coins was ^ub equently abandoned on account of the want 
of bullion, and was never carried out. i^y permission of the 
Cabinet, one of the coins was retained by Dr. Taylor, a se¬ 
cond was pre-.enteu to Prof. Biddle, of the University of 
Louisiana ; a third was given to Dr. Ames, and the remain- 
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in^ piece came into possession of a member of the Confede¬ 
rate Gov ernment. On the rev^ersc of the coin is a represen¬ 
tation of the Goddess of Liberty, surrounded by 13 (}) star ■. 
denotin^^ the State ; of the Southern Confederacy, and on 
the lower rim the fii^ure; 1861. On the obvxTse there is a 
shield with sev'en stars, representing the seceding States ; 
above the shield is a liberty cap, and entwined around it 
stalks of sugar-cane and cotton. 7 'he inscription is : “ Con¬ 
federate State; of America .”—From the Nciv Orleans Pic¬ 
ayune, March id. 


disc(^vi:rv of the GIN-SKNG flant in 

CANADA. 

E owe the discover)' ('f this plant to Father Lafi- 
tau. This missionary was convinced that he 
couUl find it in Canada, and after a v'ery long 
search he found it in this country. He saw with 
much Mirprise, that the Chinese word ginseng, signifying 
“ re-emlding a man,” or as the translator of F. Kircher renders 
it “a man's thigh," and that the Iro(|ui; word garent-oguen, 
liad the same meanii'ig ; orenia, in Iroquois signifyii*g the 
“thighs" and the “legs," and ognen, e:-:|)resses “two things 
separated." He publi.-.hed this discover)' in 1718, in a pan)- 
])hlct dedicated to his Highness the Regent, and to flatter 
ihii prince, called this plant FiurcliaJta Canadensis, sincsibus 
^^if:se)ig, Ircqueeis, gareniegn-u, M. Sarrasin, a physician 
of Quebec, had in 1704, sent some of the'e plants to the 
king’s garden, but they then knew i;othing about it in Faris. 
It is found in many countrie. of North America, which are 
on .'ibout tile same j)arallel as Coree, from whence comes the 
most th.at tlie Chinese use. Ciin-seng is as common in the 
ir.inoi . country a:, w ith the Iroquoi'^. It :il-o occurs in Marv - 
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land, &c. As soon as it was proved that the garcntogucn 
was the gin-scug, they hastened to collect it. The India 
company paid the Canadians as high as 96 livres the pound, 
to take to China. It then fell to four livres, and finally into 
discredit entirely, from reasons given by the Abbe Raynal, 
in his Hist. Phil. & Pol. des F,tab. des Europccns, &c. 

This plant is the Pauox quiuqucfolia of botanists. It is 
still an article of trade with China, but of very uncertain 
price. Its medicinal virtues have been altogether overrated. 


HISTORY OF ACADIA.* 

HE publication of a “History of Acadia/’ is an 
event in the literary world of New Brunswick, 
and we believe that Mr. Hannay’s book will at 
once take a place in Canadian literature as a 
.standard work. It is the product of a resolve made fifteen 
years ago by the author, that he would write a History of 
Acadia during its occupancy by the Frencli. He .says him- 
.•"elf, that he was not aware of the magnitude of the under¬ 
taking when he entered upon it ; but as he proceeded he 
became aware how difficult it was to procure access to reli’- 
able authorities, and of how little real value were most of the 
New England histories which might be supposed to be va¬ 
luable authorities for such a work as his. 

To trace back relations and circumstances to their original 
source, or to authorities equally reliable as the original, is 
always a laborious and rarely a pleasant task. But it is one 
from which no true historian would shrink, and Mr, Hannay 
has not done so. 



* History of Ac.idia, ]>v James llaiinay, Puldished by J. A. McMiJlau, 
.''1. John, N.IL 
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The work ha ; had some rever. c \ It was almo t com¬ 
pleted in 1877; the author had ^onc into retreat at Oak 
Point, “to obtain quiet and complete the last chapters of his 
work/‘ when one plea ant mornin^ in June a boy came run¬ 
ning- across the fields with the tidinp^; that the City of St. 
John had been burnt down the previous day. Mr. Hannay 
liastened to the City, to find that his book, then half printed, 
his librarw and the wliole of his manuscript in the printing' 
olTice, had been de-troved. The w hole of the printing and 
most of tlie writing had to be done o\'er ajrain. Put at last 
the work is in a form that, we venture to say, is imperish¬ 
able. Mr. Ilannay’s book de erves to be scattered all over 
Canada ; it should find a place in every public library, and 
in every private library of any importance, w herever any in¬ 
terest is felt in the early hi-tory of the Maritime PnA'inces, 
and it would thus be secured against any physical disaster- 
such as befell it in Jime, 1877. 

The majority of the people w ho now occup>' the land that 
wa'^ once knowm as Acadia, have heretofi>re exhibited com- 
j)aratively little interest in the fortunes of the white men 
who first occupied the soil. 'Po mo>t of them the hi.^tory 
of the country bc o-ins with the Mnjjjli-h occupation of it. In¬ 
deed, w ith too many people, the histr)ry of NTwv l^rimsw’i<'k 
begins with the landincr of the Lox ali^t^. and too little in- 
tere.-t felt in the labours, the .^ true:.c;les, the hope^^, the a-- 
pinitions, the success, and the failure, of the bra\'c race that 
was there before the Fm^lish came, and that strui,"^led ^o 
lon^^' to build up the pow er of France in tliat part of America. 

Mr. Ilannay’s book cannot fail to replace thi; feelirc^ of 
nej^lect with a feeling of deep intere-t in tlie people who 
ha\’c pa ssed away. Me is the fir*: t w ho has succe- sfully at¬ 
tempted to place Ik fore the modern Acadia ns an interest¬ 
ing and a valuable account of their h'rench predeces ors, and 
from his labours will grow up a knowledge of the romance 
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and the reality of the cour.try'.s pa^t that cannot Tiii to dig¬ 
nify its present and illumine its future. All di.dike of the 
hVench Acadians all rivalry between the two races, h.as Ion”- 
since passed away, and it ii time th.at the ehort was made to 
thoroughly incorporate into a literature, that \vc trust will 
soon become national, a record of the per. everance, the pa¬ 
tience, the struggles, the bravery, and the heroism of tho.se 
who preceded the pre ent English-: peaking population. For 
in that record there is much to i^tere.^t, and as told by Mr. 
Hannay, in .smooth and flowing Engli.'h, it is one which 
should become permanently fixed in the thoughts of the 
people. 

'I'hc opening chapter is devoted to an account of the early 
voyages of Europeans to the coast of America, which result¬ 
ed in the di.scovery of Acadia and Canada ; the .•-econd chap¬ 
ter give; an intcre.sting account of the aborigineof Acadia, 
and having thus prepared the way, the author take.; up the 
voyages of Champlain, and the efibrts at colonization of De 
Monts, when the history of Acadia really begin.s. One hun¬ 
dred and sixty years elapsed between that event and the 
signing of the Treaty of Paris, by which the F'rench posses¬ 
sions in America pas.sed for ever into English hand.s. 

The record of that century and a half is a heroic struggle 
r.gain.st nature and against encmie.*; more persistent and 
powerful than nature herself. It i.s a record of .struggles be¬ 
tween rival commanders for power and rival nations for su¬ 
premacy ; it is a record in which veritable history .seems to 
become romance, and romance and hi.story are inseparably 
blended, as witness the long struggle between Charni.s.sa\' 
and La Tour, and its strange ending, Mr. Hannay s account 
of which is remarkably graphic ; and witness, too, the ex¬ 
pulsion of the Acadian.s, which fearfully real as it wa.s, has 
Ix'come so fruitful a theme for the poet. As .showing the 
style and method of treating his subject adopted by Mr. 
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Hannay, \vc hope in a future number to ^\\c two or three 
passages which w’e have marked. 

The author appears to calmly weigh all his statements : 
where he takes sides in a quarrel or dispute, he moderately 
and modestly states his reasons, he shows no evidence of 
prejudice, and his aim appears to be, to present a just, fair, 
and impartial view of the occurrences and events which he 
has described ; and, we may add, that he has done so with 
a command of language, a facility of expression, and an ele¬ 
gance of style, that will bear favourable comparison with the 
styles of the best writers of modern English. 


THE FIRST GOLOID DOUBLE EAGLE. 

The first specimen of the metric gold double eagle on the 
goloid principle, of the full value of $20. coined at the Phila¬ 
delphia United States Mint, was received at the Treasury De¬ 
partment recently. It is a beautiful coin, of the size of the old 
double eagle, having a very rich hue. The design of the ob¬ 
verse side is a head of Liberty surmounted by thirteen stars, 
between which is the metric inscription, “ 30 g., 1.5 s., 3.5. c. 35 
grains,” below which is 1879. On the revei'se is the double 
eagle, surmounted by the words, “ United States of America,” 
and a circlet of thirteen star>; emblazoned. Within the circlet 
is the Latin inscription, Deo cst gloria^' in a rcroll held by 
the eagle the words, pluribns ttnumP meaning, when 
translated, “The United States of America—to God is the 
glory—of many one.” Beneath are the words, “ Twenty dol¬ 
lars.” The coin has been handed over to Hon. A. H. Ste¬ 
phens, chairman of the Committee on Coinage. It is patent¬ 
ed by Dr. William Wheeler Hubbell, and is the companion 
coin of the goloid dollar. 
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DERIVATION OF “MANITOBA.” 

N a recent number of Magees Illnsiraied Weekly 
there is a quotation from the Helena Independent 
under the above title. Living on the spot and 
being well acquainted with tha^ewho, perhaps, first 
pronounced this now wide-spread name, I may be in a posi¬ 
tion to correct the Independents erroneous derivation, and 
give the correct origin of “ Manitoba.” In the Indian lan¬ 
guage the word is “ Manitowaba,” which signifies “ the strait” 
(waba)“of the spirit” (manito). The origin is a legend a- 
mong the Indians of this quarter, to the effect that, in for¬ 
mer times, from the rocks in the narrows of the lake, strange 
noises were distinctly heard which were, of course, put to the 
account of the “Manito.” And in the course of this Manito’s 
(or fairyV) nightly revels, the beating of his drum was quite 
intelligible. This noi.'C was heard best in a great calm, so 
that the Indians themselves repudiate the idea that it was 
caused by the rolling of the waves on the pebbles along the 
lake shore. Moreover, the idea of a “ speaking god” was ne¬ 
ver the meaning the Indians intended to give the word, as 
the “ Manito” never addressed them a syllable, not even to in¬ 
vite them to join his dance. This is, as I said, a legend of 
old nothing remaining at pre.^ent but the name, the afore- 
.^aid “Manito” having changed his quarters, in deference, 1 
suppose, to the approach of civilization ; so that there is no 
longer any awe or spell about the place. A free translation 
of “Manitoba” might be “the fairy’s strait”. It is the In¬ 
dian’s legendary spot, as their more civilized fellowmen of 
other countries have theirs. \Ve hear elsewhere of the 
“(jiant’s Causeway,” “Fairies’ Green,” “Devil’s Leap,” etc. 
The classics had their “siren of old who sang under the sea,” 
the Irish had their fair maiden Fionnuala, who in the wa¬ 
ters of Mo)'Ie used “to tell to the night star her tale of woes.” 
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So in like manner the Indians according to their taste fan¬ 
cied the ghosts or fairies holding their Indian dance on the 
Mimmits of the rocks of “ Manitowaba” or Manitoba. 

Maxitowaha. 

Lake Manitoba, March 24, 1879. 

uxiti:d st.xtks coins and patterns. 

ANY niimismati>ts have a mania for .securing the 
fir t issue of any change in coinage, and many 
of them are in a constant state of anxiety for 
fear they should miss an opportunity of securing 
some rare experimental or pattern coin to add to their col¬ 
lections. Most governments which boast cf a Mint or Mints 
are constantly tinkering at their coinage. Great Britain, 
probably, is less susceptible to change than any other nation, 
and it has adhered pretty closely in coin emblems to the 
reigning monarchs, whose busts usually occupy the obver.-e 
of her metallic issues. Germany has brought fortli a great 
number of coins of different types and varieties, particular!)’ 
of the baser coinage. France, Mexico, and some of the 
.South American States, have frequently changed their coin¬ 
age. A change in the form of government often necessitates 
a change in the coin emblems, and a desire to improve the 
appearance of a nation’s coinage has given birth to hundreds 
of e.xperimental coins with which numismatists fill their ca- 
binet.s. In the United States, as early as 1783, at the con¬ 
clusion of the peace with Great Britain, the then existing 
(lovernment commenced experimenting on a proposed coin¬ 
age. T’ne first ])roduction^ were the various “ Libertas et 
Justitia” 1783 pattern dollars, half-dollars, cjuarters, and cop- 
])ers, which are now extremely rare and greatly valued by 
collectors. 
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The effort'; of the Government lo produce a suitable coin 
continued through 1784-85, and again resulted in the pat¬ 
tern known as the “ Confederatio ” piece of 1786. Then 
came the copper coin designed by Benjamin Franklin, and 
known as the Franklin or Fugio cent of 1787. Upon the 
centre of the obv'erse of this coin is a sun dial, and above 
this, again, a representation of the sun. On the left border 
is the word “ Fugio,” and on the oppo>ite one the date 
“1787” in and the well-known Franklin motto, 

“ Mind your business.” On the reverse side, around the bor¬ 
der, are thirteen links interlapped and forming an endless 
chain, emblematical of the thirteen original States. In the 
centre, in three lines, is the legend : “ W’e are one,” surround¬ 
ed by a band upon which are the words “United States of 
America.” The^e coin; were struck and circulated in large 
numbers. After this followed more e.vperiments for the sil¬ 
ver coinage, resulting in )xitterns called the dime and half¬ 
dime designs of 1792. The e had on the obverse a finely- 
executed female bust, which is supposed to have been in¬ 
tended for Martha Washington. 1^'ollowing these appeared 
sev’eral varieties of the 1792 Washington pieces, among them 
a Washington half-dollar, struck in siKer and copper trial 
pieces from the same dies ; also, a copj)er cent, the size of a 
lialf-cent, ha\'ing a small piece of silver in the centre, together 
with the solid copper cent, known as the naked-bust Wash¬ 
ington cent. All the-e were pattern pieces. The experi¬ 
ments went on, and after c^insiderable discussion on the ne¬ 
cessity for a permanent coinage for the new Republic, the 
first American Mint was estabiidled at Seventh, opjiosite 
Filbert Street, Philadelphia, in 1793. The building is still 
in existence as a bakery. Phe coinage of copper cent< and 
half-cents was first commenced here. I'he fir^t experimental 
coins, however, under W'a hington’s administration, were 
dated 1791-2, and had on the obverse a military bu-t of 
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Washington, and the word. “Washington, President, 1791,’’ 
and on the reverj.e a spread eagle, above which the words, 
“one cent.” These coins were struck in England and sent 
to America for circulation, but General Washington upon 
seeing them had his ire aroused, and strenuously opposed 
the idea of putting the head of any living person on the 
country’s coinage. The coins were consequently withdrawn 
from circulation, and the few in existence arc eagerly sought 
after by collector , who arc willing to pay a high price for a 
specimen. A nearly complete li t cf the United States pat¬ 
tern, experimental or trial coins, was compiled by Mr. Mason, 
the numismati:t, of Philadelphia. All of them are exceed- 
ingly rare. Government officers and members of Congress 
being the only individuals who are entitled to specimens of 
e.xperimental and other coin-*. 


h:ARLV SinTLKRS IX OUR NORTH-WEST. 

ENTHRAL A. L. Chetlam, of Chicago, has written 
a very interesting paper on the colonization of 
the Red River in 1821 by Swiss emigrants. He 
lIiows that the effect of the Napoleonic wars 
in Europe was to [)roduce great commercial depression, and 
the disastrous rains of 1816 so damaged the crops that 
in many countries the poorer classci suffered for want of 
bread. The di tress was greater in Switzerland than in other 
parts of Europe. Thomas Dundas, Earl of Selkirk, a di:- 
tinguished nobleman, a few years earlier than this period of 
distress had purchased a large tract of land in Briti-h Amer¬ 
ica from the Hudson’s Bay Company, with the intention of 
settling it with emigrants from Scotland, but in consequence 
of the determined opposition of the Hudson’s Bay Company 
and the North-West Company at Montreal, the schen'e of co- 
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Ionization \va ^ only very partially carried out, and having fail¬ 
ed at home, Earl Selkirk turned his attention to the distres.^ed 
Swiss. He prepared and caused to be published in the 
French and German languages, a pamphlet giving a full but 
somewhat exaggerated description of the new country, its 
climate, soil, and production?, and offered to all heads of 
families, or those who were unmarried and over 21 years of 
age, land free of cost, with seeds, cattle and farming imple¬ 
ment, all on a credit of three years. The pamphlet was free¬ 
ly distributed by Lord Selkirk’s agents in the French speak¬ 
ing Cantons of Neuchatel, Vaud and Geneva, and in the Ger¬ 
man-speaking Canton of Berne. Many young and middle- 
aged men in these cantons, having become weary of the con¬ 
dition of affciirs at home, decided to emiigrate to British 
America under the auspices of Lord Selkirk, and formed a 
colony for that purpose. In the May of 1821 the colonists 
as.sembled at a small village on the Rhine, near Basle, and 
were floated down the river on two flat-bottomed barges. 
At the end of ten days they reached a village near Rotter¬ 
dam. where a ship, the Lord Welliugtoiiy was in readiness to 
take them to the New World. They had a distressing voy¬ 
age of nearly four mouths, during which their provisions, 
which were at no time of the quality promised, fell short. 
Falling in with two English vessels in Hudson Bay, they had 
their .stock replenished, and at length landed at York Fort. 
The colonists were embarked in batteaux, and commenced 
the ascent of Nelson River. Propelling their heavy-laden 
boats by rowing often against a strong current, at the end 
of twenty days Lake Winnipeg was reached, and here new 
troubles awaited them. The season was advanced, the fall 
storms had set in, and their progress along the we.st shore of 
the lake, 260 miles in length, was slow^ and laboriou.s. After a 
day’s hard labouring, often against head winds, the little fleet 
of boats would put into some sheltered spot, w^here the weary 
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voya^^curs, perhaps drenched with rain or benumbed with 
cold, would kindle fires, and all be made as comfortable as 
po.sible for the night. In addition to the'e discouragements 
and discomforts, their supply of provisions gave out, and the 
few fish they were able to catch were barely sufficient to keep 
them from start ing. At the end of throe week', much time 
having been lo.'^t by reason of high wind and storms, they ar¬ 
rived, half famished, at the mouth of the Rod River, where, 
to their dismay, they learned that the locusts or grasshopper.^ 
had passed through the country the summer before, literally 
destroying all the crop-. With heavy hearts they proceeded 
up the river some 35 miles to Fort Douglas, situated on the 
west bank of the river, near the site of the pro ent Fort Garry, 
then the principal trading post and headquarters of the Hud¬ 
son’s Hay Company Gov. Alexander McDowell and the oth¬ 
er officers of the Comj)any, by their cordial welcome and ear- 
ne t cdlorts to supjily their wants and make them comfortab’e. 
not only gladdened their heart-, but did much to make them 
forget the hard.'>hips of their long V(n\agc. As, however, there 
was not sufficient provisions to last during the winter, some 
of the colonists were sent to Hembina, where ^ome jeiked 
Buffalo meat and pemmican were obtained, but not nearl\' 
enough to supply the wants of the colon)’. Tlie winter was 
long and intensely cold, with unusuall)’ heav)’ falls of snow, 
and great distress was suffered by all ; but the health of the 
colonists continued good, despite the sex erity of the winter 
and the insufficiency of food. Tlie opening of spring found 
them ready to enter on the lands allotted to them at La 
Fourche. Lord Selkirk had died at Ban, France, the autumn 
before their departure from SwitzerlaiKl, but the fact had been 
withheld from them until after their arrival at Fort Doagla . 
Consequent!)’ no provision had been made to supply them 
with seeds and farming imi^lement-, as promised them be¬ 
fore their departure from the Old World. I'he)’ were there- 
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fore compelled, with few exceptions, to use the ordinary hce 
and spade in turning over the sod, and in preparing the soil for 
planting and sowing the ^eeds obtained in limited quantities 
from the Canadian fanners. However, as the result of a hard 
summer’s work, the women assisting the men, and the soil 
being remarkably productive, the crop; raised, with what they 
obtained from the older .settlers, carried them through the 
succeeding winter very comfortably. In the spring of 1822, 
a herd cf cattle, mostly cows, was distributed among.^t the 
Swiss settlers. Thi; distribution of cattle, which had been 
contracted for by Lord Selkirk before hi; death, was all that 
had been done for the colonists in fulfilment of the pledges 
made before their departure from Europe. As a consequence 
dissatisfaction became general, and determination was made 
by a large part of the co!onists to depart at the fir^t practica¬ 
ble moment for the United State.s, a country of which they 
had learned muck since their arrival at the Red River. In 
the spring of 1823 thirteen families set out for the United 
States, five families having previously left with their droves 
of the herd of cattle that was sent them. The journey of 
four hundred miles to Lake Traverse, was accomplished in 
rough wooden cart^, constructed without irons, the tires be¬ 
ing of raw hide drawn tightly round the wheel. They suf¬ 
fered .severe privations on this journey and were frequently 
menaced by danger from roving tribes of Indian.s. At length 
arrived at Lake Traverse, preparations were made for 
descending the St. Peter’s River. Cottonwood trees were 
felled, and canoes or “dug-outs” were made—one for.every 
two adults of the party. The work was slow and difficult, 
for the want of proper tools. Being in a country through 
which roamed hunting parties of unfriendly and thieving In¬ 
dians it was necessary to keep guard over the camp at night. 
That duty devolved on the women, for the men needed sleep 
at night in order to be able to work by day on the canoes. 
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The canoes having been finished, they were launched, and the 
party floated down stream, arriving about the middle of Sep¬ 
tember at Fort St Francis, where they were kindly received 
by the officers of the garrison, and warmly welcomed by their 
countrymen who had preceded them two years before. Af¬ 
ter a few week’s rest, they started for St. Louis. Arrived at 
that city, then containing 6,<X)0 inhabitants, they were wel¬ 
comed, and the greater part of the emigrants leased land. 
near the city and cultivated them. They proved industrious, 
temperate and thrifty citizens. The climate of that region, 
however, was evidently unfavourable for them, and the larger 
part fell sick. The process of acclimatization was slow and 
difficult, and by the end of the second summer most of them 
decided to remove to a cooler and more healthful climate. 
The opening of the lead mines of Ihe North-West gave the 
wished-for opportunity, and in the spring and autumn of 
1826 the majority of the emigrants removed to the Indian 
Agency at Gratiot’s Grove, fifteen miles north-east from La 
Pointe, and engaged in mining and smelting lead ore. The 
spring of 1826 was noted for the great rise of water in the 
Red and Assiniboine Rivers, caused by unusually deep snow 
of the preceding winter. The lands of La P'ourche were com¬ 
pletely inundated. The loss sustained by the Swiss who re¬ 
mained was very heavy, and at the earliest opportunity they 
left and Joined their compatriots at the lead mines. About 
six years later, when the Indian troubles began which cul¬ 
minated in a war known as the “ Black Hawk War,” and vol¬ 
unteers were called for, nearly all the men, without regard to 
age, enlisted, and having been accustomed to the use of fire¬ 
arms, rendered the country of their adoption valuable service. 
The descendants of these colonists are numerous, and are 
found scattered throughout the Northwest, the greatest being 
in the region of the lead mines. Most of them are thrift)’ 
farmers and stock-breeders. A few have entered the pro- 
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fessions and trade, and are known as temperate, industrious, 
and law-abiding citizens. 

The contrast between what those early settlers had to suf¬ 
fer, and the facilities provided €or those seeking the North¬ 
west at the present time is v^ery marked. The ocean pas¬ 
sage, which then occupied four months, can now be perform¬ 
ed in a few days, and the railways, whose length is increas¬ 
ing every year, render the reniiainder of the journey easy of 
accomplishment, and when the Pacific Railway is completed, 
the discomforts and hardships of the long journey will be re¬ 
duced to a minimum. The soil of the Red River district is 
wonderfully rich and fertile, and with facilities of travel, a 
few years ought to see a large and prosperous Province in 
our North-west. 

ON IDENTIFYING GERMAN COINS. 

OLLECTORS are often at a loss to know how to 
class many German Coins which find their way 
into their cabinets, more especially those on 
which no legend whatever appears, simply a 
“ Coat of Arms ” or “ Monogram " upon the obverse and the 
value and date upon the reverse. 

I shall not attempt the “Monograms” in this paper, but 
confine myself to those pieces having upon them cither the 
Arms of the State to which they belong c)r some such charac¬ 
teristic feature as the “View of a City,” &c. In describing 
the coins I will try to be as explicit as possible, and use 
heraldic terms only where they cannot be avoided. 

The coins of Austria and Prussia I ^hall not enumerate, 
my object in this article being particularly the coins of the 
smaller States. The following notes are by no means a com¬ 
plete list of the various Arms and devices found on coins of 
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the many States and Cities of the German Empire, but will 
serve to give an idea of the principal distinguishing features. 

Anhalt-Bekxherg. — The coins of this Duchy arc 
easily recognized by a Bear having a ducal crown on his 
collar, walking along a turreted wall, beneath which is an 
arched gateway ; this fills up the entire field. 

Anhalt-Dessau. —The Arms of this Duchy, a crowned 
shield divided into two parts, the right havir.g the Arms of 
Saxony, and the left a half-eagle crowned, are borne on most 
of its coins. 

AUGSlunu;. —On the coins of this City almost invariably 
appears a Fir Cone. One variety has a female figure seated 
holding a cone in her right hand ; another has a cone upon 
a pedestal supported by two Sea Gods with tridents, sur¬ 
mounting the cone is a double-headed eagle crowned ; and 
yet another, the cone upon a shield surmounted by a coronet. 

Baden. —On the. e pieces the Arms of the Grand Duchy 
usually occur either in full with supporters, or simply the 
crowned shield on a mantle or enclosed in a wreath. The 
Arms in full consist of a plain shield, with a bend surmount¬ 
ed by a ducal crown and supported by two griffins. 

Bavaria, —The coins of this Kingdom, with few excep¬ 
tions, have a peculiar lozenge .shield, crowned with two 
swords crosswise on a shield of pretence. On the silver 
coins we have the Arms in full, viz.: a crowned shield quar¬ 
tered with (Oa lion rampant, (2) three mountains, ( 3 lsix bars 
and a crossbar, (4) a lion rampant, with a shield of pretence 
lozenge, supporters two crowned lions with double tails. On 
the larger silver coins of Maximilian Joseph, 1816, we have 
a sceptre and sword crosswise, crowned, filling up nearly the 
entire field. The “ Mother and Child ” are found upon the 
gold and silver pieces of the last century. 

Brunswic k - Lunenrukg. — The “ Galloping Dorse 
and “Wild Man of the Hartz ” holding a pine tree in his 
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hand, arc the principal emblems found on the coins of this 
Duchy. A shield, with many quarterings, surmounted by 
five plumed helmets in a row, having the Galloping Horse 
over the centre helmet, occurs on some of the silver coins ; 
aud upon the smaller pieces we often find an orb divided in¬ 
to upper and lower halves, having Roman numerals in the 
lower half and surmounted by a cross. 

Bremen. —This old City has for its device, a Key placed 
diagonally. It occurs on the coins, either plain or surmount¬ 
ed by a coronet, or on a crowned shield with or without two 
leopards as supporters. 

. Cologne. —On the gold and silver coins we have a cir¬ 
cular shield, divided into upper and lower halves. In the 
upper half are three crowns in a row, and in the lower half 
eleven balls placed in rows of five, four, and two; the shield 
is surmounted by a helmet, over which are six plumes, sup¬ 
porters, a griffin and lion. On many of the coins of this City 
are various ecclesiastic? 1 emblems. 

Dantzic —Has two Maltese crosses on a crowned shield, 
with or without two lions as supporters, 

FranKFORT-am-Main. —A crowned eagle with outspread 
wings is the usual device on the coins of this old Hanseatic 
Town, and on some of its pieces is a view of the City, with 
the bridge over the River Main. A handsome silver coin 
has a group of water-nymphs, the centre figure leaning on 
the shield with the eagle, and above is a triangle with rays. 

Hamhurg. — The “Three-towered Gateway” of these 
coins is familiar to almost every collector, and occurs on al¬ 
most all the pieces, either plain or on a shield surmounted 
by a helmet, above which are several plumes and standards, 
with or without two lions as supporters. On the gold du¬ 
cats is a warrior armed and holding a shield on which are 
the “ three towers.” 

Hanover.— The coins of this kingdom seem to have been 
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intcrchan<;eable with those of Brunswick-Lunenbur^j, for v.v 
very often find tlie same titles on the coins of both countries, 
while the “Galloping Horse” is found frequently on the 
coins of Hanover. On those pieces issued by Great Britain 
for her Hanoverian possessions, are the arms of Great Ikit- 
ain with the “Galloping Horse” on a sliield of pretence. 

Hksse-Casske and Hksse-Darmstadt. —The Lion ram¬ 
pant on a crowned shield is the usual emblem upon the coins 
of these Duchies. On some of the silver coins is a large 
star filling up nearly all the field, with the lion rampant in 
the centre. A variety of the smaller coj)pcr pieces has the 
star, but the centre plain without the lion. 

Lute. —The coins of the Principalities of Schaumbourg- 
Lippe and Lippe-Detmold are easily recognized by a “full¬ 
blown Ru.'C,” which appears upon almost all of them in one 
way or another ; sometimes it is alone, filling up the entire 
field, sometimes on a crowned shield, and a variety upon a 
standard surmounted by a coronet, having also a coronet at 
each side of the standard. The Arms of Schaumbourg- 
Lippe consist of a shield epiartered with a “full-blown Rose” 
and a l-^ird over a Rose, having on a shield of pretence a 
Rose on a banner, the whole surmounted by three helmets 
and supported by two angels. This mostly occurs on the 
larger silver coins. 

LurEC'K —One of the oldest of North German towns—has 
on the obverse of its coins a plain shield, with a division in¬ 
to upper and lower halves, surmounted by scroll-work. 
Sometimes the lower half is filled up with a sort of net-work. 
On the reverse is a two-headed eagle, crowned, with the 
figures of value of the piece, generally on its breast. 

.MlT KLEMT'Rd ScHWERlN. —The Coins of this Duchy usu¬ 
ally have a crowned shield on which are two winged lions, two 
bullocks’ heads, a cross, and an animal resembling a squirrel. 

Nassau.—T he coins of tliis Duchy are distinguished b\' 
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a crowned shield, with a dotted field, on which is a lion ram¬ 
pant, with or without two lions as supporters. 

Nuklmburg —Formerly an Imperial City, has on some 
of its earliest coins a figure of St. Lawrence, its patron saint, 
on others is a lamb carrying a banner, on which is the word 
Pax.” The silver coins of the last century are very fine ; 
on one of them is a view of the City, above which soars an 
eagle holding a globe and sceptre in its talons ; another has 
a flying eagle, crowned, holding two sceptres, and suspend¬ 
ed from each talon by a ribbon is a shield with devices ; 
another has a two-headed eagle, crowned, holding in its ta¬ 
lons a sceptre and globe, and having on its breast a shield 
divided, bearing a crowned eagle and five bars ; and yet 
another, on the obverse of which is a view of the City, above 
is a triangle surrounded by rays, and on the reverse a two- 
headed eagle, both heads crowned, holding two sceptres in 
its talons, and bearing a plain shield surmounted by a cross 
upon its breast. 

OLDENP.URCi. —The ordinary device on the coins of this 
Duchy is a crowned shield, divided into two parts ; on 
the left half are two bars, and on the right is a cross, while 
on some the shield is divided into five parts, bearing four 
bars, a cross, a mitre over a cross, a lion, and checks. 

Reuss. —On the coins of this Principality is a shield quar¬ 
tered with a stork and lion rampant, surmounted by two hel¬ 
mets, a leopard’s head, and a stork. On the copper issue 
there is either a stork or a lion rampant taking up the great¬ 
er part of the field, 

Saxony. —The arms and devices on the coins ofthis king¬ 
dom are various. There are the arms of Saxony proper—a 
crowned shield with ten bars and a bend on which are four 
strawberry leaves, with or without two lions as supporters : 
then there are the arms of Wettin, two swords crosswise on 
a common shield ; and .‘ ometimes the arms of Polard. a 
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crowned .shield quartered with the eaqle of Lithuania arid 
St. Adalbert of Poland, a mailed figure on a prancing horse. 
The copper coins generally have the arms of Saxony proper. 

Saxe-Cohourg-Gotha.—O n some of the larger silver 
coins of this Duchy is a crowned shield with many quarter- 
ings, and the motto *‘Honi soit qui mal y pen.se” on a rib¬ 
bon surrounding it, supported by two crowned lions. The 
smaller coins have simply the arms of Saxony proper. 

Saxe-Cohourg-Saalfield. — The gold coins of thi.s 
Duchy have a crowned shield quartered, having five bars 
with a bend, a lion rampant, a star and a lion rampant; and 
the silver coins a crowned shield quartered with a lion ram¬ 
pant and an eagle, with the Saxon arms on a shield of pre¬ 
tence. The copper issues have the armiS of Saxony proper. 

Saxe-Meinengen and Saxe-Altenburg. —The coins of 
these Duchies have the arms of Saxony proper. 

Saxe-Weimek Eisenach. —A crowned shield divided in 
two, bearing a bullock’s head on the left half and four bars 
on the right, distinguishes these coins. 

Stolberg-Gedern. —These coins are easily recognized 
by a stag with antlers passing in front of a pillar surmounted 
by an orb. 

Sciiwakzhourg-Sgndershausen. — The coins of this 
I’rincipality have a crowned shield bearing a two-headed 
eagle. 

Waldeck-Pvrmont. —A crowned .'^hield on a mantle, 
divided into two paiTs, bearing a star on the left half and a 
cross on the right 

WUKTEMBUKG. —On the older coins of this Kingdom is 
a crowned .shield, quartered lozenge, a flag, two fishe.s, and 
a hooded head, on a shield of pretence three antlers. On 
the modern coins is a shield divided in two, bearing on the 
left half three antlers, and on the right three lions passant, 
surmounted by a crowned helmet, and supporters a lion and 
stag. C. T. H. 
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CHINESE MONEY. 

'ROM the first, the Chinese held a very correct no- 
1 I w^ith regard to money. They recognized it 

ly simply as an instrument to further exchange* 

and not being in itself wealth. “ Money,” says 
one writer, “ is an object that in a time of famine cannot feed 
us, in a time of cold cannot clothe us. but, coming to the 
service of all occupations. All sorts of precious things may 
be secured by it.” The vicissitudes through which the cur¬ 
rency in China has passed have been frequent and violent. 
The ease with which money' is produced tempted various 
sovereigns in times of national difficulty to coin enormous 
quantities to meet their immediate wants, and so common 
have been the material employ'ed, and so rude the technical 
execution, that coiners have found no difficulty^ in counter¬ 
feiting the Imperial cash. At the present day the trade of 
coining false money is a large and flourishing one, and only' 
within the last few weeks a vessel was captured on the Yang¬ 
tze Kiang carry-ing a full cargo of false money. The princi¬ 
pal objection to the copper as a medium of exchange has al- 
way-s been its cumbrousness, and thus at an early' period 
arose a demand fora more convenient equivalent. To some 
extent silver supplied this want, but introduction of a paper 
currency proved a still greater benefit to travelling merchants. 
Historians tell us that bank notes first appeared during the 
Tang dy'nasty (A. D. 622-897), but with the advent of troub¬ 
lous times they' ceased to circulate, and it was not until the 
Sung dy'nasty' (A, D. 950-1281) reigned supreme that they' 
were sy-stematically' issued and recognized. As in all coun¬ 
tries subject to revolutionary' outbreaks, the paper currency 
in China has been subject to extreme fluctuations, and the 
means adopted b\' the Government to maintain its nominal 
x aliic in times of de])ression have been as unwise and unavai!- 
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ing as any employed in European countries under similar 
circumstances. At one time, when paper money had be¬ 
come largely depreciated in consequence of over-issue the 
Government, in order to keep it in circulation, ordered that 
all payments should be made partly in notes, which were 
to have the same value as metallic money. It is needless to 
say that this regulation failed in its eftect, and almost im¬ 
mediately afterward we find that notes of the nominal value 
of 1,000 cash were worth in the market only ten cash. In 
addition to the over-issue of notes, which has always been the 
chief cause of their depreciation, the appearance from time to 
time of large quantities of false notes has added to the pop¬ 
ular mistrust in them. It is curious to notice the similarity 
between the terms of the penalty to be inflicted on forgers 
of Chinese pajier money with those employed by Western go¬ 
vernments on the first appearance of forged notes in Europe 
and America. On the notes issued during the Ming dyna.s- 
ty (A. D. I 365-1463) was the inscription,” Whoever fabrica¬ 
tes or uses forged notes shall be beheaded, and he who in¬ 
forms against the forger, or arrests him, shall receive a re¬ 
ward of 250 ounces of silver.” The assignat ; of the French 
Republic bore an almost iilcntical legend, ”La loi punit de 
niort le contrefacteur, le nation recompense le denonciateur,” 
and on the American notes issued during the war of Inde¬ 
pendence was inscribed the short and emphatic phrase. 
“To counterfeit is death ,”—Loudon AthemewL 

“E PLURIHUS UXUM.” 

The origin of this motto is ascribed to Colonel Reed, of 
Uxbridge, Mass. It fir>t appeared on a copper coin struck at 
Newburg, New York State, where there was a private mint. 
The piece; struck are dated I7<S6. In 1787 the motto ap¬ 
peared on several types of tlie Xew Jersey coppers also on 
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a very curious gold doubloon, or sixtcen-dollar piece, coined 
by a goldsmith named Brasher. It was there put “Unum 
E Pluribus.’* Only four of these pieces arc known to be ex¬ 
tant, and they are very valuable. One of them, in the pos¬ 
session of the mint, is supposed to be worth over a thousand 
dollars. When Kentucky was admitted, in 1791, it is saul 
copper coins were stnick with “E Pluribus Uniim.” They 
were made in England. The act of Congress of 1792 auth¬ 
orizing the establishment of a mint, and the coinage of gold, 
silver and copper, did not prescribe this motto, nor was it 
ever legalised. It was placed on gold coins in 1796, and 
silver coins in 1798. It was constantly used thereafter un¬ 
til 1831, when it was withdrawn from *the quarter-dollar of 
a new device. In 1834 it was dropped from gold coins to 
mark the change in the standard fineness of the coin. In 
1837 it was dropped from the silver coins, marking the 
era of the revised mint code. It has been thought proper 
to restore it recently to the new silver dollar without any 
special sanction of law, although the expression is one very 
proper for American coins. 

A UNIVERSAL CATALOGUE OF PRINTED 
KOOKS. 

The following report of the Council of the Society of 
Arts has been addressed to his Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales, K.G., President of the Society, and has been 
approved by him :— 

“ May it please your Royal Highness.—The cost of prcxluc- 
ing a Universal Catalogue of all books printed in the Unit¬ 
ed Kingdom previous to the year 1600 having been referred 
by your Royal Highness to us as the Council of Arts, we 
beg leave to submit the report appended, which we trust will 
be aproved by your Royal Highness. 
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“ We have the honour to remain, Sir, your Royal Highness’s 
most obedient, humble servants. 


Ai.kred. 

Westminster. 

Granvili.e. 

Aberdare. 

Hampton. 

Ai.frei) S. Churchii.i,. 
George Campbelu 
U. J. Kay-Siiutti.eworth. 
John Lubbock. 

Henry Cole. 

E. F. Du Cane. 

T. Douglas Forsyth. 

F. A. Abeu 

G. C. T. Bartley. 

George Birdwood. 

F. J. Bramwell. 

A. H. Brown. 


R. Bruuenell Carter, 
Andrew Cassel.s. 

E. Chadwick. 

Hyde Clarke. 

B. Francis CoBa 
H. Doulton. 

Douglas Galton. 
William Hawes. 

H. Reader Lack. 

W. H. Perkin. 

Robert Rawlin.son. 

B. W. Richardson. 
John Slmon. 

C. E. Webber. 

Erasmus Wilso.n. 

J. A. Youl 


H. Trueman Wood, Secretary.” 

“report. 

“ I. The Council ordered certain questions to be address¬ 
ed to librarians, publishers, and others interested in biblic^ra- 
phy, which were printed in the Journal of the society in P'eb- 
urary, 1878 (voL xxxvL pp. 227-8-9). The Council then pro¬ 
ceeded to meet in committee, and took the evidence of Mr. 
George Bullen, the keeper of the printed books in the Brit¬ 
ish Museum; Mr. Nicholson, librarian of the London Insti¬ 
tution ; Mr. Ernest C. Thomas, librarian at the Oxford Un¬ 
ion Society in 1874-5 ; Mr. Edward Arber, F.S.A., and oth¬ 
ers. The evidence of these witnesses was printed in the 
Journal in August last (voL xxxvL, pp. 856-68-81). 

“ 2. At the first meeting of the committee, Mr. Bullen ex¬ 
pressed the opinion that the best and only sure method of 
laying a .solid foundation for the Universal Catalogue of 
English Printed Literature would be to print the catalogue 
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of the printed books in the British Museum from A.D. 1450 to 
the present time, say, the end of the year 1878, representing 
about 1,250,000 vols., and comprising between 2,000,000 
and 3,000,00 entries—/>., main titles and cross references 
(Ev. 170,176). He considered the work might be ready for 
printing, “ in a rough and ready way,” in two years (Ev. 197* 
&c.), and in less time if more force were employed, and that 
it would take five years to print. All the witnesses agreed 
that the printing of the British Museum Catalogue would be 
highly desirable, and the committee are of the same opinion. 
Mr. Bullen stated that the subject of printing a catalogue of 
the English books in the Museum down to the year 1640 
was now practically before the trustees. (Ev. 142-146). 

“ 3. The committee find that at three different periods the 
Catalogue of the Printed Books in the British Museum has 
been printed in whole or in part—in 1787, in folio ; in 1813- 
19, in 8vo.; and again in 1841, when it did not proceed be¬ 
yond the letter A. The committee are of opinion that the 
great size of the catalogue affords no argument against print¬ 
ing it. 

“ 4 The committee recommend that, before the inquiry in¬ 
to the cost of printing the Universal Catalogue is carried fur¬ 
ther, it should be ascertained if the Government would enter¬ 
tain the idea of printing the Catalogue of the Printed Books 
in the British Museum down to the end of the year 1878 in 
the cheapest practical form suitable for use in all the public 
libraries at home, in our colonies, and abroad. 

“ 5. To aid the inquiry, the Society has caused a specimen 
page to be prepared in what would probably be the cheap¬ 
est form that could be adopted. A larger type would add 
greatly to the cost, necessarily large in any case. The cata¬ 
logue is to be used like a dictionary, which is oftentimes print¬ 
ed in a type much less distinct than that which it is now 
proposed to employ. It is a work to be useful occasionally, 
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iind not for reading like history and similar subjects. If the 
catalogue were printed and published as an ordinary Govern¬ 
ment publication by the Stationery Office, it could be bought 
by the public at the cheapest rate—perhaps as low as i6.s. 
or 17s. fora foolscap folio volume of 1,000 pages. If the 
edition were for 2,000 copies, the chaise for each copy might 
be considerably reduced. 

“ 6. The committee cannot doubt that the trustees of the 
British Museum would readily give all facilities for printing, 
and allow one of the sets of the titles of the books already 
made to be used by the printers. 

“7. The committee propose to circulate specimens of the 
page which has been prepared extensively at home and 
abroad and to invite subscriptions for copies. If the Station¬ 
ery Office would say at what price a volume could be publish¬ 
ed, it is obvious that the subscriptions would be all the more 
definite and sati sfactory. It cannot be doubted that copies 
would be wanted in the United Kingdom, by the several 
Universities, and by the libraries at Dublin, Liverpool, 
Manchester, Birmingham, and other provincial town.s, now 
exceeding a hundred, besides by other libraries out of Eng¬ 
land. The libraries throughout the world might be asked to 
subscribe. 

“8. The specimen appended to this report contains 58 
entries in the page. Assuming that the British Museum 
Catalogue has 2 ,SC)0 ,ock'> entries, and taking an average of 
55 entries to occupy a page, there would be, say, 45,500 
pages, or about 45 volumes of 1000 pages each. 

“ 9. The national importance of this work, giving the in¬ 
formation where one million and a quarter of the printed 
books of the world may be consulted, is great. Mr. Bullen 
says (Ev. 209), ‘ No catalogue in the world, whether in print 
or in manuscript, is equal to that of the British Museum. It 
remains only that it should be printed to make this appa- 
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rent to every one. I am often myself surprised at tlic liis- 
t<^rical information that it has compressed into notes, some¬ 
times of a few lines, replete with knowledge. Some of tlie 
first scholars of the day, speaking bibliographicaily, ha\ e 
been engaged in its compilation.* It would be of practical 
utility in the formation and improvement of public li¬ 
braries at home, as well as in the colonies and abroad, es¬ 
pecially in the United States, and it would give general 
aid to the progress of literature. The committee, therefore, 
trust that Her Majesty's Government will fully recogni.se the 
value of printing it, and authorise the Stationery Office to 
take the moderate risk of the publication of this work, al¬ 
ready compiled and nearly ready for printing. The com¬ 
mittee consider such risk would not be great, and that if the 
publication were properly made known, as it might be by 
the society, an important portion of the cost would be de¬ 
frayed by the sale of the catalogue. 

“ 10. There arc numerous minor questions of executive 
details and publication which the committee will reserve for 
another report” 


ENGLISH HISTORICAL MEDALS. 

HE numismatic treasures preserved in the British 
Museum will bear comparison with those of any 
other in the world. Starting with the handsome 
nucleus formed by the cabinets of its founder, Sir 
Hans Sloane, and Sir Robert Cotton, it has been enriched 
from time to time by many valuable purchases and gifts, 
especially by the bequests of the Rev. C. M. Cracherode, Mr. 
R. P. Knight, Mi.ss Banks, and others, the Marsden dona¬ 
tion, George IV.’s presentation of his father’s library and its 
contents to the country, and by the annual Parliamentary 
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grants until its money value is now estimated at more than 
.;^r3,ooo,ooo. No wonder that the medal room of the British 
Museum, in which are hoarded, besides medals properly so 
called—/>., metal memorials struck, not for purposes of com¬ 
merce, but solely in commemoration of historical personages 
and events—coins ancient and modern, home and foreign, 
many of them of extreme rarity, and some even unique, has 
always been, and still is, guarded with hardly less jealousy 
than the bullion cellars of the Bank of England or the Mint, 
To the public at large this interesting and instructive de¬ 
partment of our national collection has long been a sealed 
book, no visitors being admitted within the mysterious pre¬ 
cincts of the medal room without special permission. Numis¬ 
matic students, however, find no difficulty in obtaining this, 
whether natives of the British Empire or foreigners. Once pro¬ 
perly introduced, all who require to examine the cabinets can, 
of course, reckon upon receiving the most courteous attention 
and most efficient help in their learned researches from the 
keeper of the coins and medals, Mr. R. S. Poole, or, in his ab¬ 
sence, from assistants. This distinction there is no intention 
of breaking down. But although the general public will not 
be admitted to the medal room, the crowds who flock at 
the holiday seasons of the museum will find as they enter 
the King’s Library four glass cases on the left-hand side fil¬ 
led with an invaluable selection of medals illustrating the 
last four centuries of our national history. 

This first step in the popularization of our numismatic col¬ 
lections is not the least interesting and hopeful of the valu¬ 
able reforms for which the nation has to thank the new prin¬ 
cipal librarian and secretary to the trustees—Mr. Edward 
Augustus Bond. That this step is to be followed by others 
in the same direction will be seen by a glance at the cases 
on the right side, where a beginning has been made of a simi¬ 
lar Italian series of medals. Higher than 400 years ago the 
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“ Medallic History of England ” does not ascend, as the learn¬ 
ed John Pinkerton observed in his work thus entitled, which 
he published in 1802. His series does not reach beyond the 
Revolution, whereas the last of the 500 or so shown in the 
King’s Library commemorate our Crimean and even later 
victories. 

The earliest medal commemorating an Englishman, al¬ 
though it was produced in Italy, is one bearing, beside the 
Cross of St John, the name, arms, and bust of John Kendal, 
Knight of St John of Jerusalem, and Grand Prior of the 
Order in England, in the reign of Edward IV. He was 
Turcopellier of Rhodes, an office said to answer to that of 
General of Infantry, which was annexed to that of Grand 
Prior of England, and was ordinarily held by Englishmen. 
The medal, which is cast, not struck, in copper, is dated “ in 
the time of the siege by the Turks, 148a” This is the ever- 
memorable siege which began on the 23d of May in that 
year and ended on the 19th August when the Knights of 
Rhodes, under the Grand Master, Pierre d’Aubusson, who 
received five wounds, repulsed, after the total dismantling 
of their fortifications by the Turkish artillery, the Christian 
renegado, Misach Palaeolc^us Pasha, with his fleet of 160 
ships and a land army of 100,000, of whom 9,000 were 
slaughtered and 15,000 carried off wounded by the baffled 
Moslems- 

. The next reign illustrated in the Museum series is that of 
Henry VTII., of whom there are several medals, one in cop¬ 
per gilt giving a fine medallion portrait after Holbein. An¬ 
other, in gold, here represented by an electrotype, as in all 
similar instances, commemorates the King’s assertion of his 
supremacy in the Church. It bears date in 1545. A medal 
of Anne Boleyn is in lead. 

Then follow medals of Thomas Cromwell, Earl of Essex, 
dated 1538, two years before his execution; the Chancel- 
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lor, Sir Thomas More ; Sir Michael Mercator, Chancellor of 
the j )uchy of Cleves, dated in the 48th year of his aj^e. This 
last is in silver, and is very naturally conjectured to have been 
stnick in Holland. This will give an idea of the general ar¬ 
rangement. First come medals of the So\ ereign ; then those 
commemorating the great events of the reign ; lastly its cour¬ 
tiers, statesmen, and generals. From Henry VI 11 , dowr- 
wards there is no further hiatus in the reigns. 


CURIOUS COINS. 

ON DON appears to be a rich hunting-ground for 
persons of numismatic tastes. A private collec¬ 
tor has recently added to his stores four curious 
coins, all discovered within sight of St. Paul’s 

Catliedral. 

The first is a small bronze seal, about the size of a shil¬ 
ling, representing the mart}'rdom of St. Ste[)hcn, w ith the le¬ 
gend, Ecce, ^ndeo, cclos apertosT It w as discovered in 
the mud of the Thames, near Westminster-bridge, and is in 
excellent condition, the figures, and even the stones throw n 
at the martyr, being quite sharp and distinct, though it is 
clear, from a reference to Alphonse Chassant’s “ Paleographic 
des c/tariesP that the seal is of the 13th centu!y\ It is con¬ 
jectured that it was the seal of a guild or confraternity of St. 
Stephen, probably meeting in St. Stephen s Chapel at West¬ 
minster. Next in order comes a leaden seal attached to a 
Hull of Pope Honiface IX. ; this wiis found near the Cannon- 
street Station. 

The others, w hicli arc the most curious of all, are two Gold 
coins of All ibn Josef, third king of the Almoravkte, one of 
the Mussulman dj nasty in Spain, who reigned at Cordova 
in the I2th century. The inscription in Cufic characters on 
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each side may be rendered, “Non est Deus nisi Deus: Mu- 
hammed (est) Apostolus Dei; Princeps(Ameer) Muselmorum, 
Ali ibn Josef.” On the reverse is “Imam (ChaliQ Abdallah, 
Prince (Ameer) of the Faithful.“ Round the edges of each 
runs the legend, “ In the name of God ; this denar was struck 
at Almeria in the year 525 ” (dating from the Hegira). The 
crescent on these coins is very clearly marked ; and is curious 
as proving that the crescent had been assumed as the Mussul¬ 
man’s symbol long before the capture of Constantinople by 
the Turks. These coins were offered as Chinese, and bought 
as possibly Persian ; and it was only when cleaned and deci¬ 
phered that their full value was discovered. 


SI MONUMENTA QU.CRIS, CIRCUMSITCE ! 

** See nations, slowly wise, and meanly just. 

To buried merit raise the tardy bust.’'—D r. Johnson. 

N the Province of Quebec there has lately been 
quite a revival of what may be considered a com¬ 
bination of the aesthetic and patriotic. This ex¬ 
hibits itself in the form of monuments to be 
erected in commemoration of Canadian historic celebrities. 
This movement is certainly worthy of commendation. There 
are many heroes whose names are indelibly impressed on 
the pages of our history, and whose memory should be kept 
fresh in the minds of the people. And while we learn of 
their acts in our books, it is only fitting that some impres¬ 
sive memorials of their goodness should be kept before our 
eyes. 

One of the first of these monuments, which is already in 
course of preparation, is in honour of the Sieur Chomedy de 
Maisonneuve, the founder of Montreal. The City Council 
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have granted the site of the Place d’Armes for the monu¬ 
ment, as it was on that spot he repulsed an attack of Iro- 
(juois, and thus saved the infant colony from destruction, 
'riie design of this monument is due to M. Napoleon liou- 
rassa, a French Canadian painter, sculptor, and musician, of 
high reputation. The execution of the work has been en¬ 
trusted to M. Hebert 

Some time since there was a celebration at Chambly, com¬ 
memorating the victory obtained at Chateauguay by Col. 
de Salaberry. A circular has lately been issued, signed by 
many of the leading men of the Province, both of PVench 
and English descent, soliciting public co-operation in raising 
a monument in honour of that great soldier, one of the bravest 
and best of our heroes. M. J. O. Dion, Chambly, is Secre¬ 
tary and Treasurer. 

In Quebec City there is, also, a movement on foot for a 
monument to Samuel de Champlain, the founder of that city. 
This has been started by the Quebec Literary and Histori¬ 
cal Society, through its President, the well-known Canadian 
author, M J. Le Moine. Champlain occupies an important 
place in early Canadian History. M. Le Moine justly de¬ 
scribes him as the geographer, the discoverer, the valiant 
leader, the man of letters, and the Christian gentleman. He 
deserves an imposing monument, and we hope the efforts of 
those who are trying to do honour to his memory will be suc¬ 
cessful. 

Nearly all the heroes of Canadian history are of French 
descent But whether French or English, Irish or Scotch, 
by family relations, those who have lived in Canada and for 
Canada become Canadians, and deserve to be honoured by 
all true Canadians. In honouring them we honour our coun¬ 
try, and encourage a spirit of patriotism as well as of emula¬ 
tion. 
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HOW THE INDIANS MADE THEIR ARROW¬ 
HEADS. 


YOUNG scientist in the Smithsonian Institute, 
named Cushing, has just made public the disco¬ 
very of the method employed in making the stone 
and volcanic glass arrow-heads, daggers, knive;. 
axes and rar.ors of the prehistoric races. Up to that time 
this has been a great problem to all antiquarian student 
but no theory has been advanced showing such practical re¬ 
sults as Cushing’s. He started to solve the difficulty by 
putting himself in the identical position of the Aztec or 
Mound Builders—without anything to work with except 
sticks, various shaped stones such as he could find on the 
banks of any stream and his hands. After making some rude 
implements by chipping one flint with another he discovered 
that no amount of chipping would produce surfaces like the 
best of those he was tr>dng to imitate. He therefore came 
to the conclusion that there was another way of doing it, and 
by chance, tried pressure with the point of a stick, instead 
of chipping by blows of a stone ; when, presto ! he found 
that he could break stone flint and obsidian in any way he 
chose. Shortly he had made spear-heads and daggers that 
would cut like a razor, as good as any he had before him, 
which had been picked up from all over the world. By a 
little more observation, he found that the ” flakeing,” which 
he calls his process, on the old arrow-head, left grooves that 
all turned the one way. He produced a like result by turn¬ 
ing his stick the easiest way from right to left. He there¬ 
fore concludes that the pre-histories were right handed peo¬ 
ple like ourselves. This conclusion is reinforced by the fact 
that occasionally an arrow-head is found that has flakes run¬ 
ning from left to right, show ing a left-handed person. The 
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importance of the discovery is that it shows the pre-histories 
to have been able to do this thing without the use of iron or 
bronze, a thing lortg doubted. 

STILL ANOTHER MONUMENT. 

ECENTLY, Mr. Gilkison, Indian Commissioner^ 
and Chief Johnson, of the Six Nation Indians, 
accompanied by Senator Christie, Mr. Patterson, 
M.P., Mr. Charlton, M. P., and Mr. Cleghom, of 
Brantford, presented His Excellency the Governor-General 
with an address, accompanied by two handsomely bound 
volumes of ** The Life of Brant” The books bear the in¬ 
scription— 

Presented to 
The Right Honorarle 
MARQUIS OF LORNE, K.T.G.CM.G., 
Governor-General 
OF the 

Dominion of Canada, 

BY THE 

Six Nation Indian.s. 

Ohs\\t:ka, 

4TH March, 1879. 

The address is enclosed in a handsome covering of bark 
work, having on its face a representation of a treaty of friend¬ 
ship between the Indians and English, in which the “Silver 
chain which never tarnishes” is represented as linking the 
two together. 
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The following is the address :— 

To His Excellency the Right Honorable the Most Noble the 
Marquis of Lorfiiy K,TG,C.M.G^ Governor-GetiercUof 
the Dominion of Canada^ etc.: 

The undersigned Chiefs of the Six Nation Indians, in 
Council assembled, and in behalf of their people, are glad to 
learn the safe arrival of Your Excellency and of Her Royal 
Highness the Princess Louise of Lome, a daughter of our 
good Mother the Queen. 

We offer our earnest congratulations, and hail the pre¬ 
sence of Your Excellency and of Her Royal Highness in 
Canada as showing the interest and confidence of Her Ma- 
je.sty in her Canadian subjects and Indian allies. 

While we enjoy the care and protection of paternal go¬ 
vernment, ever since ancient treaties, we repose upon our 
motto of faith, in “ the silver chain w^hich does not tarnish,** 
as a bright link, which binds the Six Nations to the British 
Crown. 

The Six Nations have, on many occasions, fought and 
bled with England*s warriors, in defence of Queen and coun¬ 
try, but peace now happily prevails. 

. The Six Nations hope, it may please Your Excellency, 
and Her Royal Highness, to visit their reserve at some fu¬ 
ture time, an honor which w ill be very gratifying to them. 

In i 869» Prince Arthur, Duke of Connaught, met the Six 
Nations near to Brantford, when His Royal Highness was 
installed an honorary Chief of their Confederacy, and re¬ 
ceived the name of Karakondye, (Seen Flying Westward.) 

We trust the Great Spirit will long preserve Your Excel¬ 
lency, with Her Royal Highness, in the enjoyment of health 
and happiness. 

Signed in their Council House, Ohsweka, by 38 Chiefs. 
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REPLY. 

Chiefs of the Six Nations : 

The representatives of Her Majesty, the Queen, have at 
various times received from you the expressions of your de¬ 
votion to Her Throne and person, and I am glad that by 
coming here again to-day, you give me an opportunity to 
thank you for the loyalty which has been so conspicuously 
shown among you for so many generations, and to assure 
you that I look upon you as the worthy representatives of 
those gallant chiefs who shed their blood in past times in 
defence of the rights of the British Government. Happily 
now you are not called upon to support in arms the rule 
which has given you safety and freedom, but it falls to your 
lot to aid the subjects of the Queen, to establish the rule of 
order and of law% and to assist in extending the prosperity' 
of the country by arts of peace, which are more abiding than 
the triumphs of war. 

The Chief, to whose memory* you arc now* raising a worthy* 
monument, was among the first to lead y^our nations into the 
paths of peace, and the success you have attained in found¬ 
ing and maintaining an industrious and flourishing commu¬ 
nity following the practice of agriculture, will, I hope, en¬ 
dure longer even than the memorial which I rejoice to hear 
will soon be erected, and which will serve to show how Jo¬ 
seph Brant’s example of gallantry and loyalty is cherished 
among his people. 

Lorne, 

His Excellency considerately referred to the proposed 
Brant memorial, to which he was pleased to contribute $125, 
and in the name of His Royal Highness the Duke of Con¬ 
naught, the sum of $100. 


AnticOvSTI. —The Acadians have a tradition that God en¬ 
joined perpetual silence and desolation on Labrador and 
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Anticosti when he gave them Cain for a heritage. However 
that may be, it i.s certain that while other wilds of the earth 
yield to man’s conque.st, these vast wastes remain ever void 
and empty. The Indians called the island Natiscotte, the 
country of wailing,—and under the modern corruption of An¬ 
ticosti, it hai added to its terrible renown. Its whole history» 
from the day it was discovered by Jacques Cartier in 1534 
to the present, is a record of human .suffering. Here and 
there, however, there is a tale of heroism worthy of a nobler 
scene. 


THE “LOCK OF HAIR” FRANC. 

HOSE who deal in odd coins will be pleased to 
learn that in Paris the other day some of the 
“ lock-of-hair ” five franc pieces were sold at $48 
each. Immediately after the coup d'etat Napo¬ 
leon ordered the coinage of silver with his effigy; a die was 
prepared and a proof sent. On examining it closely he was 
di.ssatisfied with the curl of one lock of hair upon the temple 
and sent it back to the mint with directions to have the de¬ 
fect altered. The messenger reached the mint just as the 
director, taking silence to mean assent, had ordered the work¬ 
ing men to begin striking oiT the five franc pieces. Before 
the order was countermanded a few pieces—twenty-three, 
the legend says—had been minted, and, as may naturally 
be supposed, the.se pieces a la vihJie have a peculiar value 
for numismatists. Through a somewhat similar error, some 
British colonial postage stamps have a fabulous value. When 
their printing w^as ordered the stamps of the lower denomi¬ 
nation were to be printed in blue and those of the higher de¬ 
nomination in red, A stupid pre.ssman transposed his or¬ 
ders, and so it happened that a few sheets of red penny 
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stamps and blue shilling stamps were struck off. The err 
was speedily corrected, but the stamps already struck t 
were unique, and now are worth many dollars each. 


EDITORIAL. 

HE Society has held its stated monthly meetings, 
which have been marked by a good attendance 
of the members, and an increased interest in the 
working of the Society. 

The members have been engaged in endeavouring to pro¬ 
cure suitable accommodation for the exhibition of the cabi¬ 
net of the Society, and for holding its meetings. Several 
places have been proposed, and although no definite deci¬ 
sion has been arrived at, it is still hoped that some fit place 
in a central and approved situation may yet ofter. It is most 
important that the Society should find, with as little delay 
as possible, the “ local habitation ” which the members have 
been so long endeavouring to secure. 

At a meeting of the Society, held March 24th, the Secre¬ 
tary reported that he had received a letter from the Gover- 
nor-Gencrals Secretary, (in reply to his application as re¬ 
quested by the members at a previous meeting,) infonning 
the Society that His Excellency had consented to become 
its Patron. 

At the meeting held April 15th, it was resolved to request 
permission for the Society to furnish the necessary coins, &c., 
to be deposited in the foundation stone of the proposed Mo¬ 
nument to Maissonneuve, the founder of Montreal. 

At the same meeting, P. S. Ross, Esq., attended as a visi¬ 
tor, and presented to the Society 16 silver and 17 copper 
coins (various). Mr. Geo. Cushing exhibited a number of 
British war medals, many of them in fine condition. 

At all the meetings many very interesting coins and 
medals were exhibited. 
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American Journal of Numismatics, 

Published Quarterly by the Boston Numismatic Society. 
Subscription — Two Dollars a year in advance. 

All communicattoziB to be addressed jeremiab Colburn, i8 Somerset Street* 
Boston, Mass. 


Historic and Genealogical Eegister, and 
Antiqnaiian Journal, 

Issued Quarterly, 

By the New England Historic Genealogical Socftty, 

Subscription—Three Dollars. 

Address i8 Somerset Street, Boston, Mass. 


$5 to $20 


PER DAY.— Agents Wanted! All classes ofworking^ 
people, of either sex, young or old, make more money at 
work for us in their spare moments, or all the time, than at anything else. 

Paiticulars free. Post card to States costs but two cent& Address G. 
Stinson Co., Portland, Maine. 
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